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  5 Full Legislature – 5-21-12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  ask  a l l  members  to  2 

p lease  r i se  fo r  the  P ledge  o f  A l leg iance ,  l ed  by  3 

A l te rna te  Deputy  P res id ing  O f f i cer  Norma 4 

Gonsa lves .  5 

 (Whereupon ,  the  P ledge  o f  A l l eg iance  was  6 

rec i ted . )  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  C le rk ,  wou ld  you  8 

p lease  ca l l  t he  ro l l ?  9 

 CLERK MULLER:    Depu ty  P res id ing  O f f i cer  10 

Gonsa lves?  11 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Presen t .  12 

 CLERK MULLER:    A l te rna te  Depu ty  13 

P res id ing  Of f i ce r  Kope l?  14 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Here .  15 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  T ro iano?  16 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    Here .  17 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  So lages?  18 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:    Here .  19 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Fo rd?  20 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   21 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Scanne l l?  22 

 LEGISLATOR SCANNELL:    Here .  23 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Be cke r?  24 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    P resent .  25 
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 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a?  2 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Here .  3 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo?  4 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Here .  5 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Boswor th?  6 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    Here .  7 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  W ink?  8 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Here .  9 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Be les i?  10 

 LEGISLATOR BELESI :    Here .  11 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Dunne?  12 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Here .  13 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Jacobs?  14 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Here .  15 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Wa lke r?  16 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Here .  17 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Der igg i -18 

Wh i t ton?  19 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Here .  20 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Denenberg?  21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Here .  22 

 CLERK MULLER:    M ino r i ty  Leader  Abrahams?  23 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Here .  24 

 CLERK MULLER:    Pres id ing  Of f i ce r  25 
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Schmi t t?  2 

 LEGISLATOR SCHMITT :      He re .  3 

 CLERK MULLER:    We have a  quorum.  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    As  a lways ,  we ' re  5 

go ing  to  beg in  w i th  pub l ic  comment .   The  f i r s t  6 

speaker ,  who  f i l ed  the  f i r s t  s l i p ,  i s  Joanne  7 

Borden .  8 

 MS.  BORDEN:     My name i s  Joa nne  Borden,  9 

as  you  know.   Some o f  you s t i l l  th ink  10 

t ransgender i sm i s  a  l i fes ty le  cho ice .    11 

 M ike  Penner  was  a  popu la r  spo r ts  bea t  12 

wr i t e r  f o r  t he  Los  Ange les  T i mes  f o r  25  yea r s  13 

be fo re  h is  t rans i t ion  to  a  woman.   He sa id  o ne  o f  14 

h i s  t ransgender  f r iends  pu t  i t  bes t ,  and  I  quo te ,  15 

"The  bes t  and  s imp les t  exp lana t ion  I  have h eard ,  16 

we  a re  born  w i th  th i s .   We  f i gh t  i t  as  l ong  as  we 17 

can,  and  in  the  end,  i t  w ins . "   I  gave  i t  a s  good 18 

a  f i gh t  as  I  poss ib l y  cou ld .   I  went  more  th an  40  19 

ha rd  rounds w i th  i t .   Even tua l l y ,  though ,  y ou 20 

rea l i ze  you ' re  on l y  f i gh t i ng  you rse l f ,  and you r  21 

happ iness ,  and you r  menta l  hea l th ;  a  no-w in  22 

s i tua t ion  any  way you look  a t  i t .   23 

 When  you  read  the  po in t  when  one  gender  24 

causes  hear tache  and  unbearab le  d i scomfo r t  and  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
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the  o the r  b r i ngs  more  joy  and  fu l f i l lmen t  t han  2 

you ever  imag ined poss ib le .   I t  shou ldn ’ t  t ake  3 

two br icks  to  fa l l  i n  o rde r  to  know what  to  do .   4 

I t  a lways  w ins .  5 

 Penner  sha red  h i s  v iew ;  "How do you go  6 

abou t  shar ing  your  mos t  impor tan t  t ru th  when  you  7 

spen t  a  l i fe t ime  t ry ing  to  keep deep ly  bur i ed ,  t o  8 

a  wor ld  tha t  has  been grown fami l i a r  and  9 

comfor tab le  w i th  you r  façade?   10 

 T ransgender  peop le  have a  mys ter ious  11 

i nne r  d r ive  tha t  l i t e ra l l y  f o rces  us  to  ass ume 12 

ou r  t rue  sex ,  ou r  inne r  sex .   That  mys te r iou s  13 

d r ive  is  so  power fu l  and  so  res i s tan t  p roo f  tha t  14 

i t  mus t  be  God 's  w i l l .  15 

 I  p rev ious ly  quo ted  the  B ib le ,  t ha t  God 16 

does  no t  j udge by  ou te r  appearance ,  as  doc t o rs  do  17 

on  our  b i r th  ce r t i f i ca te .   Go d  judges us  by  what  18 

i s  benea th  the  sur face ,  what  i s  in  our  hear t .   We 19 

face  severe  d isc r im ina t i on  i n  every  aspec t  o f  20 

l i fe  because  some mor ta l s  take  a  s ing le  21 

Commandment  ou t  o f  con tex t  and  ignore  God 's  22 

j udgment  e lsewhere  i n  the  B ib le .   The t ru th  i s  23 

neve r  t rue  un t i l  you  have the  who le  t ru th .   The 24 

pass -out  has  the  b ib l i ca l  re f e rences .  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
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 We a re  no t  b roken because o f  t h i s .   I f  2 

anyone  i s  b roken ,  i t  i s  the  m is led  hear t s  t ha t  3 

deny  us  and even  ha te  us .   We no t  on ly  need  equa l  4 

p ro tec t i on  under  the  l aw ,  we  deserve  equa l i t y  fo r  5 

ou r  adherence  to  h is  Commandments  in  the  fac e  o f  6 

undeserved  mor ta l  d i sc r im ina t i on  and ,  in  to o  many 7 

cases ,  mar ty rdom.    As  Amer i cans  and  as  God-8 

fear ing  peop le ,  I  u rge  you  to  g i ve  us  C iv i l  9 

R igh ts ;  pass  the  gender  amendment .  10 

 Thank you.  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Jacobs.  12 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Joanne,  you  cou ld  13 

s i t .   I t  doesn ' t  mat te r .    14 

 I  jus t  wan ted  to  te l l  you  tha t ,  as  you  15 

know,  I  d id  fo rward  your  - -  n o t  the  las t  one  bu t  16 

the  ones  be fo re  - -  t o  a l l  the  leg i s la to rs  to  ask  17 

them to  cons ide r  i t .   And I  a l so  to ld  you,  and  I  18 

te l l  you  a l l  the  t ime - -  when  we  passed our  Human 19 

R igh ts  B i l l ,  we  rea l l y  be l ieved - -  un t i l  you  sa id  20 

someth ing  to  me ,  I  rea l l y  though t  we  had  co vered  21 

every th ing .   Bu t  you  b rought  to  my  a t ten t io n  the  22 

exp lanat ion  o f  wha t  gender  i s ;  i t  was  miss i ng  in  23 

ou r  law,  un l i ke  in  sur round ing  count ies  law s .   I  24 

th ink  i t ' s  a  s imp le  f i x  tha t  we cou ld  do ,  b u t  i t  25 
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hasn ' t  happened  as  ye t .  2 

 Kevan jus t  sa id  someth ing  to  me wh ich  is  3 

t rue ;  i f  t he re  was  perseve rance - -  i f  there  was a  4 

de f i n i t i on  o f  pe rseverance  in  the  d i c t ionar y ,  5 

your  name shou ld  be  l i s ted  number  one as  wha t  i t  6 

s tands  fo r .   Bu t  I  a lso  have  a  l ong reco rd  o f  7 

pe rseverance .   I ' ve  go t  your  recen t  le t te r .   Our  8 

l awyers  w i l l  be  look ing  a t  i t .   We ' l l  see .  9 

 I  don ' t  know.   I  t h ink  one  o f  the  th ings  10 

tha t ' s  a  s tumble  b lock  here ,  I  don ' t  be l iev e  any  11 

o f  us  up  here  - -  and  I 'm  not  doubt ing  you,  d on ’ t  12 

take  th i s  the  wrong way - -  have go t ten ,  un t i l  we  13 

me t  you,  have go t ten  any  ca l l s  wha tsoever  th a t  a  14 

pe rson  who  needs  the  p ro tec t i on  has ,  i n  som e way ,  15 

been  p icked on ,  po in ted  ou t ,  r id icu led  o r  16 

whatever .   I 'm no t  say ing  tha t  shou ld  ever  17 

happen .   I 'm  jus t  say ing  tha t  tha t ' s  why  no ne o f  18 

us  knew tha t  the  l aw  was  somewha t  de f i c ien t .   So ,  19 

I  jus t  wan ted  to  exp la in  tha t  to  you .   Beca use  i t  20 

neve r  was meant  to  l eave  anyone ou t .   I t  21 

ce r ta in l y  i s  d i f f i cu l t  t o  ge t  a  change  in  w hen  22 

there  isn ' t  a  p reced ing  compl a in ts  tha t  have  come 23 

in .   Tha t ' s  one  o f  t he  b igges t  p rob lems.  24 

 MS.  BORDEN:    I  know.   And  I  recogn ize  25 
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f rom the  word ing  i n  the  law tha t  t he  i n ten t ,  wha t  2 

the  in ten t  was.   But ,  th is  p rob lem s ta r ted  w i th  3 

ou r  found ing  fa the rs  i n  the i r  a t tempt  to  4 

e l im ina te  - -  t o  exc lude women  and Af r i can  5 

Amer icans .  6 

 Once  you  men t ion  one  person as  be ing  7 

i nc luded  in  c iv i l  r i gh ts  and  d isc r im ina t ion  8 

p ro tec t i on ,  you  e l im ina te  eve ryone  e lse ,  an d  9 

tha t ' s  t he  p rob lem.   I t  d idn ' t  s ta r t  here .   I t  10 

s ta r ted  a  long t ime ago.  11 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I  don ' t  be l ieve ,  12 

though ,  tha t  ou r  l aw  men t ioned  on ly  one - -  13 

 MS.  BORDEN:    No ,  no .   I 'm  jus t  g i v ing  14 

you an  examp le .  15 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    a l l  peop le  must  be  16 

t rea ted  w i th  equa l  r igh ts  and  d ign i t y .   I  d on ' t  17 

have  i t  in  f ron t  o f  me .   But  I  remember  we w orked 18 

ve ry  hard  o f  th i s  in  a  b ipar t i san  way,  t o  ma ke  19 

su re ,  to  the  bes t  o f  our  ab i l i t y ,  we  had  co vered  20 

any th ing  tha t  cou ld  poss ib ly  come be fo re  us  tha t  21 

wou ld  have  a t  a l l  been  cons ide red a  r i d i cu l e ,  a  22 

p re jud ice ,  o r  whatever .   So  no  one  spec i f i c a l l y  23 

s ta r ted  ou t  on  th i s  b i l l  t h ink ing  we  were  l eav ing  24 

anybody ou t .   So  i t ' s  go ing  to  take  t ime .   Th ings  25 
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take  t ime to  change.    2 

 MS.  BORDEN:     The re  have bee n  abuses  in  3 

th is  County ;  I  repor ted  them the  l as t  leg is la t i ve  4 

sec t ion  to  everyone,  ac tua l l y ,  eve ryone here ,  and 5 

the  coun ty  execu t i ve .   These  th ing  go  on  a l l  t he  6 

t ime ;  peop le  fo rced ou t  o f  t he i r  apa r tments ,  7 

peop le  embar rassed  in  res tau rants  and to ld  to  8 

l eave because  they  don ' t  l ook  ve ry  fem in ine .   So  9 

i t  i s  a  p rob lem here .  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .   11 

 Lawrence  C io f f i ,  Nutmeg Cour t  in  12 

P la inv iew.   Lawrence  C io f f i .  13 

 MR.  CIOFFI :   I 'm  Lawrence C io f f i .   I 'm  a  14 

re t i red  teacher .   I  l i ve  i n  P la inv iew.   And  the  15 

reason  I 'm  he re  is  t ha t  las t  week I  b rought  a  16 

pe t i t i on  w i th  seve ra l  hundred  names tha t  wa s  17 

submi t ted  to  Leg is la to r  Judy  Jacobs,  Mr .  Sch mi t t ,  18 

and Commiss ione r  Da le .  19 

 My  pet i t ion  s ta tes :   We,  the  unders igned ,  20 

he reby  dec la re  tha t  Nassau  County  Po l i ce  21 

Commiss ioner  Thomas Da le ,  have  the  l ega l  22 

au thor i t y  to  d i sc ip l ine  and f i re  cops .   I  f ee l  23 

ve ry  s t rong ly  abou t  th is .   I  have been  s tand ing  24 

i n  f ron t  o f  t he  supermarke t .   I  have  been r ead ing  25 
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Newsday ,  f o l low ing  scanda ls  on  sex ,  in jus t i c es ,  2 

po l i ce  o f f i ce rs  no t  pe r fo rming  the i r  j ob  as  they  3 

shou ld ,  be ing  pa id  and  compensated  in  ways  tha t  4 

do  no t  j us t i f y  t he  taxpayer .  5 

 I  have  here ,  in  Newsday ,  where  Po l ice  6 

Ch ie f  in  F lo r ida  has  s ta ted  the  commiss ione r  7 

needs to  be  the  f i na l  vo ice  i n  d isc ip l ine .   A  8 

re t i red  New York  po l i ce  capta in ,  Edward  Man non ,  9 

works  as  a  consu l tan t  and exper t  w i tness  o f  law.   10 

I t  says  tha t  Da le  is  be ing  faced  w i th  t i gh t  11 

superv is ion  and  keep ing  t rack  o f  h is  men ,  w h ich  I  12 

assume a l l  o f  you  are  fu l l y  a ware  o f ,  i s  a  13 

d i f f i cu l t  s i t ua t ion  when  you  have thousands  o f  14 

po l i ce  o f f i ce rs .    15 

 I n  no  way wha tsoever  am I  say ing  the re  16 

a re  no  good po l i cemen.   There  are  po l i cemen  in  my 17 

fami ly .   However ,  the  po in t  shou ld  be  s t ron g ly  18 

taken tha t  a  b i l l  shou ld  be  passed  so  tha t  t he  19 

po l i ce  commiss ione r  can d i sc ip l i ne  and  f i re  bad 20 

cops ,  wh ich  a re  go ing  th rough  arb i t ra t ion ,  wh ich  21 

i s  j us t i f i ed  in  many  ways  bu t  i t  doesn ' t  so l ve  22 

the  prob lem because the  u l t ima te  dec is ion  s hou ld  23 

res t  so le l y  on  the  hands  o f  t he  commiss ione r  24 

because the  buck  s tops  the re  and  he  is  so le l y  25 
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respons ib le  fo r  the  ou tcome o f  h is  po l i ce  2 

depar tment .  3 

 CLERK MULLER:    Your  th ree  m inutes  have 4 

exp i red .  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  C io f f i ,  you  sa id  6 

you submi t ted  a  pe t i t i on .   I  don ' t  have a  7 

pe t i t i on .   I 'm t ry ing  to  f ind  ou t  where  i t  wen t .  8 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Mr .  C io f f i ,  I ,  too  -9 

-  I  know tha t  you ' ve  wr i t t en  me an  e -mai l  ab ou t  10 

your  fee l i ngs  and the  fac t  t ha t  you were  go ing  to  11 

be  c i r cu la t i ng  a  pe t i t ion .   Bu t  I  jus t  ca l l ed  my  12 

o f f i ce .   I  wasn ' t  be ing  rude  to  you when  I  wen t  13 

on  the  ce l l  phones .   I  ha te  the  ce l l  phones .   14 

Bu t ,  I  wan ted  to  j us t  make  su re  I  d idn ' t  m i ss  15 

someth ing .   Who  d id  you presen t  i t  t o?   D id  you 16 

p resen t  i t  - -  where  d id  you go  w i th  the  17 

pe t i t i ons?  18 

 MR.  CIOFFI :    I  was  a t  ShopR i te  and - -  19 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I  d idn ' t  mean  tha t .  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    No ,  no ,  no .   Who  d id  21 

you g i ve  i t  t o  here?  22 

 MR.  CIOFFI :    Say  tha t  aga in .  23 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Who d id  you g i ve  i t  24 

to  here?  25 
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 MR.  CIOFFI :    I  gave  i t  to  a  po l i ce  2 

o f f i ce r  in  the  po l i ce  depar tment ,  and she s a id  3 

she was go ing  to  g ive  i t  t o  you.  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  wou ldn ' t  suppose  5 

you know the  o f f i cer ' s  name? 6 

 MR.  CIOFFI :    What?  7 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Can  I  say  someth ing  8 

to  you?  We ' re  no t  doubt ing  you tha t  you  ma y  have 9 

g i ven i t  t o  someone - -  10 

 MR.  CIOFFI :    I  gave  one  to  the  po l i ce  11 

commiss ioner .  12 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    And  in  a l l  respec t  13 

to  eve rybody ,  somet imes - -  t he re  i s  so  much  go ing  14 

on  here ,  as  you  can te l l  f rom the  number  o f  15 

peop le  i n  the  aud ience ,  tha t  i t  may have  16 

inadver ten t l y  no t  c rossed ou r  desk .   I  do  k now,  17 

go ing  back  a t  l eas t  a  month  ago,  tha t  you t o ld  me 18 

you were  go ing  to  be  do ing  a  pe t i t ion  on  th i s .   19 

Bu t  Pe te r  and  I  were  no t  be ing  d is respec t fu l .   We 20 

were  bo th  look ing  a t  each o th e r  because I  kn ew I  21 

hadn ' t  seen i t .   And  I  j us t  c a l l ed  my o f f i c e  to  22 

see i f  t hey  saw i t ,  and they  sa id  they  hadn ' t .  23 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    D id  you say  you gave  24 

a  copy  to  the  po l i ce  commiss ione r?  25 
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 MR.  CIOFFI :    Yes .  2 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .  3 

 MR.  CIOFFI :    I  gave  i t  to  Deputy  4 

Inspec to r  Kenne th  Lack ,  Fr iday  a f te rnoon ,  t h ree  5 

o ' c lock .  6 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Th i s  pas t  F r iday?  7 

 MR.  CIOFFI :    Th is  pas t  Fr iday .  8 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I t  may no t  have  9 

go t ten  to  us  ye t .  10 

 MR.  CIOFFI :    And I  was  in  th i s  bu i l d ing  11 

and the  secu r i t y  - -  there  was  a  young lady  who  12 

sa id  she  normal l y  does  no t  work  there ,  and I  gave 13 

he r  two cop ies .   She  sa id  she  was go ing  to  pu t  14 

them in  an  enve lope and fo rward  i t  t o  you a nd 15 

Leg is la to r  Schmi t t .  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    We ' l l  g i ve  h im the  17 

bene f i t  o f  t he  doubt .   I t  was  Fr iday .   I t  h asn ' t  18 

reached us  ye t .    19 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    We ' l l  ge t  i t .  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Bu t  I ' l l  check  w i th  21 

Kenneth  Lack  jus t  to  make su re  we ge t  ou r  c op ies .   22 

I  thank  you fo r  coming  up .  23 

 MR.  CIOFFI :   In  conc lus ion ,  I  wou ld  l i ke  24 

to  see  a  b i l l  passed  tha t  the  po l i ce  commis s ione r  25 
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has  the  au tho r i t y  to  d isc ip l i ne  po l i ce  o f f i cers ;  2 

the  bad ones ,  o f  cou rse .  3 

 Thank you ve ry  much.  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  5 

 Le t  the  reco rd  show - -  never  m ind .  6 

 Ted Levy .  7 

 MR.  LEVY:    Good  morn ing .   I ' m  Ted  Levy ,  8 

Execut ive  D i rec tor  o f  Freepor t  P r ide ,  a  non -9 

p ro f i t  t ha t  rece ives  subs tance  abuse  and  yo u th  10 

se rv ices  fund ing  f rom Nassau  County .   I 'm h e re  to  11 

speak aga ins t  t he  proposed  rev is ions  o f  the  Red 12 

L igh t  Camera  Law and  any  fund ing  reduc t i ons  to  13 

the  Of f i ce  o f  Youth  Serv ices  and  the  Depar t men t  14 

o f  Behav io ra l  Hea l th .   I 'm  go ing  to  share  w i th  15 

you why the  p roposed  ac t ions  a re  wrong  and why  16 

they  a re  unnecessary .   Here  a re  the  reasons  17 

they ' re  wrong .  18 

 The rev i s ions  o f  t he  Red  L igh t  Camera  Law 19 

wou ld  be  a  b reach o f  f a i th  an d ,  in  my op in io n ,  20 

wou ld  represent  a  lack  o f  in tegr i t y  in  coun ty  21 

gove rnment ;  here 's  why .   S ta te  au tho r i ty  to  22 

es tab l i sh  the  red  l i gh t  camera  p rogram was 23 

reques ted  based  on  the  revenues be ing  t i ed  to  the  24 

fund ing  o f  coun ty  youth  prog rams .   Now tha t  the  25 
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au thor iza t ion  i s  i n  p lace ,  i t  wou ld  be  2 

d i s ingenuous  fo r  t he  county  to  use  the  fund s  fo r  3 

o the r  pu rposes .    4 

 Every  t ime  we  have  po in ted  ou t  t ha t  the  5 

Red L igh t  Camera  Law p ro tec ts  coun ty  you th  6 

p rog rams ,  we  were  g i ven excuses .   F i rs t  we were  7 

to ld  the  l aw  a l so  cove rs  the  Depar tmen t  o f  S oc ia l  8 

Serv ices ;  the re fore ,  t he re  were  insu f f i c ien t  9 

revenues .   Th is ,  desp i te  the  c lear  l anguage  o f  10 

the  law s ta t i ng  o the rw ise .   Then  we were  to ld  11 

tha t  t he  fund  had to  cover  the  en t i re  budge t  o f  12 

the  des ignated  depar tmen ts ,  desp i te  the  lang uage  13 

o f  t he  l aw  l im i t ing  inc lus ion  to  on l y  the  c os t  o f  14 

cont rac t  agenc ies .   Then  we were  to ld  tha t  t he  15 

fund  had  to  cove r  the  gross  cont rac t  cos t  w hen  16 

the  s ta te  was  ac tua l l y  a l ready  pay ing  fo r  o ver  17 

ha l f  t hese  cos ts ;  th is ,  desp i te  the  fac t  th a t  18 

such  doub le  b i l l i ng  wou ld  be  c lear ly  wrong a nd  19 

un lawfu l .   Then ,  a f te r  we had  debunked  a l l  o f  20 

tha t ,  and as  ea r ly  as  las t  yea r  we  were  to l d ,  21 

we l l ,  we  cou ld  a lways  revoke  the  l aw .  22 

 When  the  fund  was es tab l i shed ,  Nassau 23 

Coun ty  made a  commi tment  to  coun ty  you th  24 

p rog rams .   And  be  reminded ,  a l l  o f  you  who w ere  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  19 Full Legislature – 5-21-12 

on  the  l eg is la tu re  i n  2009  vo ted  to  approve  the  2 

red  l i gh t  camera  ru le .  3 

 The d i c t iona ry  de f ines  a  pawn  as  somebody 4 

o r  someth ing  tha t  i s  be ing  used fo r  the  adv antage 5 

o f  ano ther  pe rson or  o rgan iza t ion ,  somebody  who 6 

i s  he ld  as  secu r i t y  usua l l y  as  a  hos tage .   The  7 

fund ing  o f  youth  p rograms has ,  yea r  a f te r  y ear ,  8 

been  a  pawn in  county  po l i t i cs .   The  county  sa id  9 

we  needed the  red  l i gh t  camera  p rogram to  f und  10 

coun ty  you th  programs.   Now tha t  t he  county  has  11 

the  revenues  assoc ia ted  w i th  th i s  in i t ia t i ve ,  12 

we ' re  no  l onger  needed  and  ou r  e l im ina t i on  has  13 

been  p roposed .   And today  ou r  p rog rams  and those  14 

we  serve  a re  be ing  used as  pawns  in  a  new 15 

po l i t i ca l  feud.  16 

 Now the  reasons  the  proposed  ac t ion  is  17 

unnecessary .  18 

 Over  the  l as t  week  we have  be en to ld  19 

repeated ly  we  don ' t  want  to  resc ind  the  red  l i gh t  20 

camera  l aw  o r  rev i se  i t ;  we don ' t  want  to  21 

e l im ina te  you r  p rograms bu t  we  have no  cho i ce .   I  22 

have  good news.   We have  deve loped  a  p lan  t ha t  23 

makes the  proposed  ac t ion  unnecessary .  24 

 The Of f i ce  o f  Management  and  Budge t ,  l as t  25 
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month ,  p ro jec ted  red  l igh t  camera  income,  a s  the  2 

end o f  t h i s  mon th ,  a t  over  $10 .5  m i l l i on .   Th i s  3 

p ro jec ts  a  ne t  revenue  o f  ove r  $7  mi l l ion .   The 4 

red  l i gh t  camera  fund ended 2011  w i th  a  sur p lus  5 

i n  excess  o f  $6  mi l l ion .   Th i s  to ta l  o f  ove r  6 

$13.6  mi l l ion  exceeds the  $8 .5  m i l l i on  nece ssa ry  7 

to  fund the  con t rac ts  o f  t he  des igna ted  8 

depar tments .  9 

 CLERK MULLER:    Your  th ree  m inutes  have 10 

exp i red .  11 

 MR.  LEVY:    The re fore ,  t he re  i s  no  need 12 

to  cu t  o r  e l im ina te  the  cont rac ts  o f  t hese 13 

depar tments .  14 

 I  have  one  pa rag raph  le f t ,  i f  I  can .  15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Go  ahead .  16 

 MR.  LEVY:    As  I  speak ,  some o f  you are  17 

p repar ing  what  you  m ight  say  i n  response  to  my  18 

comments .   Your  comments  w i l l  s ta r t  w i th ,  w e  19 

suppor t  your  p rograms and we  don ' t  wan t  to  see  20 

them cut  o r  e l im ina ted ,  bu t  t he  o the r  s ide  o f  the  21 

a i s le  i s  rea l l y  to  b lame.   P lease don ' t  say  tha t .   22 

Leadersh ip  i s  no t  po in t i ng  a  f inge r  to  the  o ther  23 

s ide  o f  the  a is le .   S ta tesmansh ip  is  no t  sa y ing  24 

there  is  no th ing  I  can  to ,  i t ' s  the i r  fau l t .   25 
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I t ' s  un for tuna te  tha t  so  many  o f  our  2 

represen ta t i ves  had dec ided to  govern  by  b l aming .   3 

I t ' s  t he  mos t  sha l low and d i shones t  approac h  to  4 

gove rn ing .   W i l l  one  o f  you,  i ns tead ,  te l l  me 5 

what  we can do?  6 

 Thank you.  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .   I  know there ' s  8 

go ing  to  be  a  l o t  o f  g ive-and- take ,  and the r e  9 

w i l l  be  a  hear ing  on  th i s  - -  may  be  hear ing  on  10 

th is  today ;  depends on  wha t  happens w i th  th e  11 

bond ing  tha t  i s  on  fo r  t he  tax  cer t i o rar is .   I  12 

on ly  take  issue  w i th  you  on  one th ing  in  yo u r  13 

comment .  14 

 You sa id  tha t  t he  red  l i gh t  c amera  15 

au thor iza t ion ,  i n  the  beg inn ing ,  came wi th  the  16 

p romise  tha t  i t  wou ld  be  t ied  to  you th  fund ing ;  17 

tha t ' s  no t  so  and you know tha t ' s  no t  so .   The  18 

red  l i gh t  camera  au tho r i za t i on  came f rom A lb any .   19 

I t  was  an  au tho r iza t ion  fo r  t he  coun ty  to  p u t  up  20 

50  red  l igh t  cameras ,  and f i nes  obv ious l y  b e ing  21 

se t  a t  wha t  they  were  se t  a t .   I t  was  th is  22 

Leg is la tu re ,  bo th  s ides ,  t ha t  came up w i th  t he  23 

i dea  o f  ty ing  tha t  money  o r  ded ica t i ng  tha t  money 24 

to  go  in to  youth  p rograms.   We d id  tha t ,  no t  t he  25 
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s ta te .   I t  was  done in  a  b ipa r t i san  fash ion .   2 

That  was  then ,  and  th i s  i s  now.   3 

 And I  ag ree w i th  you ;  I 'm no t  go ing  to  4 

po in t  f i ngers .   I 'm no t  go ing  to  say  ta l k  to  the  5 

o the r  s ide  o f  t he  a i s le .   Bu t  I  w i l l  t e l l  y ou  6 

what  I  t o ld  you  when  we met .   I f  t he  bond in g  7 

passes  tha t ' s  on  the  ca lendar  today  - -  I 'm no t  8 

te l l ing  anybody  how to  vo te .   I f  t he  bond in g  9 

passes ,  a l l  o f  t h i s  goes  away .   I f  i t  doesn ' t ,  we 10 

have  to  lead .   You  sa id  i t  yo u rse l f .   We  ha ve to  11 

l ead .    12 

 Th is  county  needs to  save $41  mi l l ion .   13 

There  are  $41  m i l l ion  in  tax  cer t  judgments  ou t  14 

there .   I f  t he  bond ing  to  pay  those judgmen t s  15 

fa i l s  and the  j udgments  s ta r t  to  come in to  the  16 

coun ty  to  be  sa t is f i ed ,  we  need to  accumula te  the  17 

money - -  we,  the  County  - -  need to  accumula t e  the  18 

money to  pay  those  judgmen ts .  19 

 The low ly ing  f ru i t  in  th i s  coun ty  i s  20 

gone .   We have e l im ina ted .   We have cu t  bac k .   We 21 

have  cu t  spend ing .   We have conso l ida ted  22 

depar tments .   We have e l im ina ted  1 ,776  pos i t ions .   23 

We need $41 m i l l ion .   I f  t ha t  means tha t  we  have  24 

to  go  where  we have to  go ,  t ha t ' s  where  we have 25 
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to  go  because  we  have to  have  $41 mi l l ion .   I t ' s  2 

no t  any th ing  aga ins t  you .   I t ' s  no t  any th in g  fo r  3 

you.   I t ' s  j us t  a  s ta temen t  o f  f ac t ;  t he  Co unty  4 

needs to  accumu la te  $41 mi l l i on  to  pay  thos e  tax  5 

ce r t  j udgmen ts ,  and we ' re  go ing  to  have to  l ead.   6 

You ' re  r igh t .   Eve rybody  has  to  lead .   So th ere ' s  7 

dec i s ions  to  be  made  today .   I t ' s  on  the  8 

ca lendar .   We w i l l  have a  vo te  on  the  tax  c e r t  9 

bond ing  and i t  w i l l  go  up  or  down,  wha tever  way 10 

the  members  o f  t h i s  leg i s la tu re  dec ide  how they  11 

w ish  to  vo te ,  and the i r  vo tes  w i l l  have 12 

consequences .   P leasan t  consequences  one  wa y ,  13 

ve ry  unp leasant  consequences  fo r  a l l  o f  us  the  14 

o the r .   Bu t  we ' re  go ing  to  do  what  we have to  do .  15 

 MR.  LEVY:    Mr .  Schmi t t ,  I  wan t  to  16 

co r rec t  you on  the  t y ing  to  the  youth  fund i ng .  17 

 I  was  he re  a t  t he  leg i s la tu re  when  the  18 

coun ty  execu t ive 's  o f f i ce ,  a t  the  t ime ,  mad e  the  19 

p resen ta t i on  on  a  PowerPo in t  p resenta t ion  a nd 20 

showed  the  cu ts  tha t  wou ld  happen i f  t he  mo ney  21 

d idn ' t  come in .   And  we were  asked  by  the  c oun ty  22 

execut ive  to  b r i ng  - -  to  advocate .   Mr .  Schm i t t ,  23 

we  were  asked to  the  county  e xecut ive  to  24 

advoca te .   Mr .  Schmi t t  - -   25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Anybody on  the  - -  2 

 MR.  LEVY:    I  j us t  wan t  to  f i n ish  my  3 

comments .   I  was  t ry ing  to  co r rec t  you .   Tha t  4 

tha t  p resenta t i on  was made  he re  and I  was  h e re  5 

w i th  the  PowerPo in t  tha t  was  made by  the  co unty  6 

execut ive  where  he  t ied  the  fund ing  to  the  7 

cont inued fund ing  o f  our  p rog rams.   And the n  he  8 

me t  w i th  us  and  asked us  to  advoca te  on  h is  9 

beha l f  a t  p ress  conferences ,  e tce tera ,  wher e  we 10 

were  the re  and then we  were  to ld  to  reach o u t  to  11 

ou r  leg i s la to rs  to  exp la in  to  them tha t  the  12 

passage o f  t h is  was t i ed  i n to  fund ing  fo r  y outh  13 

p rog rams .  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    When  was  th i s?  15 

 MR.  LEVY:    We met  w i th  I r lene  Hooper  16 

H i l l ,  the  - -  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Excuse  me .   When  was  18 

th is?  19 

 MR.  LEVY:    Th i s  was  when the  law was 20 

passed .  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    So  back  i n  2007?  22 

 MR.  LEVY:    No .   2009 the  law  was passed .  23 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    2009 .   I 'm  sor ry .   So  24 

don ' t  - -  i t  i s  con fus ing ,  and  I 'm su re  no t  by  25 
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des ign .   Don ' t  say  county  execut ive .   Say  w ho i t  2 

was.   I t  was  Tom Suozz i .   I t  was  no t  Mangano .  3 

 MR.  LEVY:    I 'm  no t  imp ly ing  any  county  4 

execut ive  - -  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  unders tand  tha t ,  6 

and I 'm no t  be ing  argumenta t i ve .   What  I 'm say ing  7 

to  you  i s  tha t  when somebody  says  the  count y  8 

execut ive ,  i n  peop les '  m inds  f lashes  Ed Mang ano.  9 

 MR.  LEVY:    The  then -county  execut ive .  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  11 

 MR.  LEVY:    I t  was  t ied .   Mr .  Schmi t t ,  12 

the  po in t  o f  the  l aw  was  no t  t o  p ro tec t  age nc ies  13 

when  p ro tec t i on  wasn ' t  necessa ry ,  when  ther e  was  14 

money p len t i f u l .   The idea  was  to  p ro tec t  15 

agenc ies  as  money go t  t i gh t  because we  had worked 16 

to  ge t  t ha t  money in to  Nassau  Coun ty .   To  n ow 17 

resc ind  tha t  law  i s  jus t  a  b reach o f  f a i th  o f  a  18 

commi tment  tha t  was made  to  youth  prog rams and  to  19 

human se rv ice  p rog rams .  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I t ' s  an  unp leasant  21 

s i tua t ion ,  I ' l l  g ran t  you tha t .   I  have man y  22 

leg i s la to rs  who  want  to  respond.  23 

 MR.  LEVY:    Now,  I  wan t  to  rem ind you 24 

tha t  we presented  a  proposa l .   I  p resented  i t  to  25 
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you when  I  me t  w i th  you.   I  p resen ted  i t  to  Mr .  2 

Abrahams when  I  me t  w i th  h im  las t  week ,  and  I  3 

a l so  d iscussed i t  w i th  Mr .  Nev in  and  w i th  M r .  4 

Su l l i van  i n  b r i e f  te lephone conversa t i ons  t ha t  5 

does  the re  i s  a l ready  su f f i c i en t  money  rea l i zed  6 

i n  the  red  l i gh t  camera  fund  f rom the  smal l  7 

ro l l over  f rom las t  yea r  and f rom the  amount  tha t  8 

was a l ready  ra i sed  th i s  year  to  cove r  a l l  t he  9 

cont rac ts  in  the  human  serv i ces  depar tment  fo r  10 

the  res t  o f  t h i s  yea r .  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    And what  d id  they  12 

say?  13 

 MR.  LEVY:   What  I  was  to ld  i s  we 'd  have 14 

to  l ook  in to  tha t .   We  may  wan t  to  take  tha t  15 

money back  re t roac t i ve ly .   I  sa id  i s  t ha t  l ega l?   16 

He  sa id  i t ' s  a  mat te r  fo r  the  lawyers .   Tha t 's  17 

what  you r  a ide  sa id  in  our  mee t ing ,  tha t  i t  cou ld  18 

be  taken  re t roac t i ve ly .   Bu t  t ha t  jus t  does n ' t  19 

make  any  sense.   I f  you  passed  a  l aw  today ,  i t  20 

can ' t  a f fec t  wha t  was done  in  the  pas t .   I  w ou ld  21 

ask  tha t  you  no t  go  th rough w i th  the  i n tend ed 22 

ac t i ons  because  we  have an  a l te rna t i ve .  23 

 I  want  to  rem ind  you  tha t  we  came up  w i th  24 

the  a l te rna t i ve  fo r  the  Wa l -M ar t  se t t l ement  case ,  25 
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wh ich  res t ruc tu red  the  Wal -Ma r t  mon ies  tha t  were  2 

pa id  to  the  coun ty  as  pa r t  o f  tha t  l awsu i t ,  and 3 

saved dras t i c  cu ts  to  youth  s e rv ices  p rogram s 4 

th ree  years  ago .   We 've  a l so  worked to  ge t  m oney  5 

dona ted to  the  county  to  he lp  pay  fo r  ou r  c auses  6 

th rough seve ra l  founda t ions .   So  we have  a l ways  7 

come up w i th  a l t e rna t i ves  and  t r ied  to  p rese nt  8 

them to  the  coun ty .   But  t he  i dea is  no t  to  say  9 

we  can ' t  do  th i s  because  o f  t ha t  o r  because  o f  10 

th is ,  bu t  to  work  toge ther  to  make  i t  happe n .   As  11 

I  t r ied  to  imp lo re  i n  ou r  mee t ing  w i th  you,  th is  12 

can be  avo ided i f  we  work  toge ther .   Bu t  i f  there  13 

i s  a  vo te  he re  w i thout  anybody  reach ing  ou t  to  14 

us ,  w i thou t  any  conversa t i on  w i th  us  and  ju s t  15 

say ing  we ' re  go ing  to  take  you  ou t  o f  the  r ed  16 

l i gh t  camera  law  and  au tho r i ze  the  county  17 

execut ive  to  e l im ina te  you r  two depar tments ,  18 

tha t ' s  j us t  no t  a  p roper  - -  t ha t ' s  no t  19 

l eadersh ip .  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .   Leg is la to r  21 

Jacobs .  22 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Ted ,  you  know we 've  23 

worked  together  fo r  what?   A lmos t  17  yea rs .   24 

There ' s  no  ques t ion  in  my mind  tha t  youth  25 
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se rv ices  as  we l l  as  some o the r  very  se r ious l y  2 

a f fec ted  serv ices  fo r  sen io rs  and fo r  a  var ie t y  3 

o f  reasons ,  men ta l  hea l th ,  e t ce tera ,  have a lways  4 

been  caugh t  i n  th i s  web because they  rea l l y  a re  -5 

-  and I  ha te  the  word  and I  k now you  ha te  th e  6 

word  -  "d i sc re t i onary" ,  even  though they  a f fec t  7 

the  peop le  tha t  we  a l l  wan t  to  he lp  the  mos t .  8 

 There  is  no  ques t ion .   The re  i s  no th ing  9 

i n  the  h is to ry  you  jus t  gave  tha t  i s  w rong.   10 

F ina l l y ,  when  Coun ty  Execu t i ve  Suozz i ,  i n  2 009 ,  11 

came fo r th  aga in  w i th  the  red  l i gh t  cameras ,  i t  12 

was th is  l eg i s la tu re ,  in  a  b ipar t i san  way,  t ha t  13 

dec ided,  okay ,  we ' l l  agree  to  the  red  l i gh t  14 

camera  money  as  long  as  i t  f o rever  more  tak es  the  15 

most  vu lne rab le  peop le  i n  the  coun ty  ou t  o f  the  16 

equa t ion  o f  be ing  s lashed and  bu rned  each t ime  17 

and hav ing  to  f i gh t  fo r  the i r  ve ry  ex i s tenc e .  18 

 To  be  ve ry  hones t  w i th  you ,  t h is  rea l l y  19 

saddens me  because  the  amoun t  o f  money  - -  20 

espec ia l l y ,  you ' re  here  fo r  youth  board .   T he 21 

amount  o f  money  tha t  i s  rea l l y ,  we ' re  ta lk i ng  22 

abou t  fo r  you th  board ,  i t  doesn ' t  even  come  c lose  23 

to  wha t  th is  county  i s  i n  t roub le  abou t .  24 

 MR.  LEVY:    To ta l  fo r  human se rv ices  i s  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  29 Full Legislature – 5-21-12 

.2  percent  o f  t he  to ta l  coun ty  budge t .  2 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Exac t ly .   Bu t  t he  3 

po in t  i s  t h i s .   Th is  i s  what  i s  a lways  some th ing  4 

tha t  peop le  g rav i ta te  to  because  emot ions  r un  5 

h igh  w i th  i t .   And  I  t hought  we had saved yo u 6 

f rom th i s  aga in  when  tha t  happened  in  2009.   7 

Un fo r tunate l y ,  you ' re  r i gh t  back  here  p lead ing  8 

fo r  your  very  ex is tence.   Shame on  us ,  a l l  o f  us ,  9 

on  e i the r  s ide  o f  the  a i s le  i f  we can ' t  f in d  an  10 

a l te rna t ive .   And i f  t he re  was  a  surp lus  la s t  11 

year ,  then  use tha t  su rp lus .   Bu t  I 'm say ing  to  12 

you tha t  t o  pu t  you in  th i s  pos i t i on  aga in  b reaks  13 

my  hear t .   I  w i l l  no t  be  a  pa r ty  to  i t .   We  have  14 

to  d ig  deeper  and we  have to  th ink  more  c le a r l y .   15 

Cer ta in l y  you r  sma l l  par t  o f  t ha t  budget  sh ou ld  16 

no t  be  the  ones  tha t  a re  cont inuous ly  f i gh t i ng  17 

fo r  your  l as t  b rea th  no t  t o  happen .  18 

 I 'm w i th  you .   I ' ve  a lways  been w i th  you .   19 

And I  though t  we  had  s topped  you  f rom hav in g  to  20 

be  here  aga in  on  th i s  ma t te r ,  bu t  I  guess  I  was  21 

wrong.  22 

 MR.  LEVY:    One  th ing  I  wou ld  jus t  l i ke  23 

to  c la r i f y  i s  when  you  sa id  b ecause we ' re  24 

d i sc re t i onary .   We a re  no  longer  d isc re t ion a ry  i f  25 
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the  law ca l l s  f o r  us  to  be  funded th rough t h is  2 

money.   Bu t  wha t  we can ' t  do  i s  say  we  dec i ded  in  3 

ou r  w isdom,  unan imous ly ,  t ha t  you wou ld  no t  be  4 

d i sc re t i onary ,  bu t  now we 've  changed  our  min d  5 

because we  have  a  f i sca l  c r i s i s .   The idea was  to  6 

p ro tec t  us  i n  a  f i sca l  c r i s i s ,  no t  t o  p ro te c t  us  7 

when  money  was p len t i f u l .  8 

 One leg i s la to r ,  and I  won ' t  ment ion  the  9 

name,  bu t  sa id  i t  rea l l y  very  c lea r l y .   Th i s  i s  10 

to  p revent  the  county  execut i ve  f rom g rabb in g  the  11 

money and us ing  i t  f o r  someth ing  e lse .   But  12 

tha t ' s  wha t ' s  be ing  done .   The  money  i s  be i ng  13 

g rabbed and use  fo r  someth ing  e l se .  14 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I  know what  15 

l eg i s la to r  sa id  tha t .  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  th ink  I  sa id  tha t .  17 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    And  I  re member  i t  18 

d i s t inc t l y .  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  sa id  tha t ,  r igh t?  20 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I  don ' t  t h ink  so .   I  21 

don ' t  want  to  say  who.  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    D id  I  say  tha t?  23 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I 'm  don ' t  wan t  to  24 

say  who.  25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Le t ' s  go  by  process  2 

o f  e l im ina t i on .    3 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    But  I 'm  go ing  to  4 

te l l  you  someth ing .  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    D id  I  say  tha t?  6 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Peop le  have  to  pu t  a  7 

memory  cap  on  - -   8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  d id .   Yes .   I  d id .  9 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:     and rea l i ze  - -  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    He  says  I  sa id  tha t ,  11 

Judy .  12 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Who  sa id  you sa id  13 

tha t?  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Ted says  I  sa id  tha t .  15 

 MR.  LEVY:    I  have  the  t ransc r ip t .   You 16 

sa id  tha t  you  wanted  to  p reven t  the  coun ty  17 

execut ive  f rom g rabb ing  the  m oney and us ing  i t  18 

fo r  someth ing  e l se .   Tha t ' s  what  the  county  i s  19 

now do ing ,  t hey ' re  g rabb ing  th is  money  and us ing  20 

i t  f o r  someth ing  e lse ,  wh ich  you  wan ted to  21 

p reven t .   You  sa id  i t  had to  be  preven ted .  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    And I  wou ld  say  i t  t o  23 

you aga in ,  i f  we  were  in  a  no rma l  f i sca l  24 

s i tua t ion .  25 
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 MR.  LEVY:    You  d idn ' t  say  I  wan t  to  2 

p reven t  h im g rabb ing  i t  i f  we ' re  i n  a  no rma l  3 

f i sca l  s i t ua t ion .  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  p lead gu i l t y  t o  the  5 

i dea  tha t  I  neve r  env i s ioned  a  con t ro l  per i od ,  I  6 

neve r  env i s ioned  the  county  a t  t he  verge  o f  7 

bank ruptcy ,  and  I  neve r ,  eve r ,  eve r  env i s io ned  an 8 

i r respons ib le ,  ou t  o f  cont ro l  m ino r i ty ,  who  wou ld  9 

do  - -  10 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Wai t  a  second .  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I 'm so r ry .   I 'm 12 

so r ry .  13 

 MR.  LEVY:    Th i s  i s  no t  - -  14 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    L is ten .   Ted - -  15 

 MR.  LEVY:    abou t  - -  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Judy  Jacobs waxes 17 

poet ica l l y  abou t  hopefu l l y  we  can come up w i th  an  18 

a l te rna t ive .   There  is  an  a l te rna t ive  on  th e  19 

ca lendar  today .   And  in  the  ten  years  tha t  t hey  20 

were  i n  charge,  the  Repub l ican  m inor i t y  nev e r ,  21 

no t  one t ime ,  neve r  - -  and  you  can  go  to  th e  22 

books  and check  i t  - -  neve r  tu rned  down bond ing  23 

fo r  tax  ce r t i o ra r i s  because i t  was  the  24 

respons ib le  th ing  to  do ,  even  a f te r  they  th war ted  25 
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ou r  e f fo r t s  i n  2008 or  09  to  f i x  t he  sys tem ,  we 2 

s t i l l  p rov ided  the  vo tes  fo r  t he  bond ing  fo r  t ax  3 

ce r t s .   Now we ' re  in  a  s i t ua t i on  where  they  make  4 

the i r  cho ices ,  Ted ,  and then  we have  to  mak e  5 

ou rs .  6 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Ted  - -  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I f  t hey  tu rn  - -  8 

 MR.  LEVY:    I  asked you a  l i t t le  wh i le  9 

ago - -  I  asked eve rybody  to  p lease  no t  b lam e the  10 

o the r  pe rson .   You  sa id ,  okay ,  I  won ' t  do  t ha t ,  11 

and then  you  wen t  ahead and d id  i t .  12 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I t ' s  ha rd  no t  t o .  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Because everybody is  14 

ask ing  fo r  an  a l te rna t ive ,  and  I  wan t  everyb ody 15 

to  unders tand  - -  16 

 MR.  LEVY:    I  want  an  a l te rna t ive ,  bu t  17 

the  a l te rna t i ve  - -  18 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    there ' s  an  19 

a l te rna t ive  on  the  tab le .  20 

 MR.  LEVY:    bu t  the  a l te rna t i ve  is  no t  t o  21 

b lame.   I 'm no t  po in t i ng  th i s  ou t  to  you .   I  22 

don ' t  want  the  Democra ts  to  say  i t ' s  t he  23 

Repub l icans '  f au l t  f o r  someth ing .   I  don ' t  w an t  24 

the  Repub l icans  to  say  i t ' s  t he  Democra ts '  f au l t .   25 
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I  want  peop le  to  work  toge the r  fo r  one  t ime  to  2 

f i nd  a  so lu t i on .  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    We d id .  4 

 MR.  LEVY:    Eve rybody ' s  te l l i ng  me  why  5 

th is  can ' t  be  done .   I  know i t  can  be  done i f  we  6 

work  togethe r .   I f  somebody s teps  above the se 7 

pa r t i san  f igh ts  tha t  a lways  go  on  and us ing  us  as  8 

pawns and say  we ' re  no t  go ing  to  use  them a s  9 

pawns because  th is  i s  impor tan t .   So  le t ' s  work  10 

toge ther .   Le t ' s  l ock  ou rse l ves  in  a  room - -  t h i s  11 

i s  wha t  I  sa id  to  you when  we  met .   Le t ' s  l ock  12 

ou rse l ves  in  a  room and come up w i th  a  so lu t ion ,  13 

no t  a  f i gh t .  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    A  so lu t i on .   You  wan t  15 

a  so lu t i on  to  be  l eave  us  a lone and go  somep lace  16 

e l se .   I  unders tand tha t .  17 

 MR.  LEVY:    No,  no .   I  d idn ' t  ask  fo r  18 

tha t .   I  sa id  I 'm he re  to  g i ve  you  so lu t ion s .   19 

I 'm he re  to  work  w i th  you.   I 'm he re  to  - -  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    We need $41 mi l l ion .  21 

 MR.  LEVY:    We 've  a lways  s tepped  up to  be  22 

pa r t  o f  the  so lu t i on .   We 've  a lways  s tepped  up .   23 

We even lobb ied  th is  yea r  fo r  the  red  l i gh t  24 

camera  money  even though  i t  wasn ' t  go ing  to  us .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I  j us t  want  to  2 

f i n i sh  wha t  I  s ta r ted .  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    P lease  do .  4 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    L is ten .   Back  i n  5 

2007 ,  f rom the  opera t i ng  budge t ,  t h i s  Count y  pa id  6 

$50 mi l l ion  fo r  tax  ce r t s .   Back  i n  2008 ,  f rom 7 

the  opera t ing  budget ,  th is  i s  no t  bond ing ,  t h i s  8 

coun ty  pa id  $40  mi l l ion .   Back  i n  2009  we p a id  9 

$50 mi l l ion  fo r  the  opera t ing  budget .   I  mea n,  10 

I 'm su re  you  know where  I 'm go ing  w i th  th is .   11 

There  was a  f i sca l  c r i s i s  then ,  and there  i s  a  12 

f i sca l  c r i s i s  now.   And du r ing  the  f i sca l  c r i s is  13 

then ,  in  sp i te  o f  the  f i sca l  c r i s i s ,  t h i s  14 

l eg i s la tu re  s tood up  to  the  coun ty  execu t iv e ,  15 

wh ich  was Suozz i  a t  the  t ime ,  and sa id  no ,  n o ,  16 

no ,  no ;  you wan t  red  l igh t  cameras ,  ea rmark  i t  t o  17 

p ro tec t  the  you th  board ,  t o  p ro tec t  soc ia l  18 

se rv ices  so  we can  go  fo rward .   Same c r i s is ,  my 19 

f r iend .   Th ings  have  no t  changed  tha t  much in  20 

th ree  years ;  we  know tha t .   The coun t ry  has  no t  21 

changed tha t  much.   So  jus t  rea l i ze  what  I ' m  22 

say ing  to  you.   Fo r  a l l  those  years  - -  07 ,  08 ,  23 

and 09 ,  and 10  - -  there  was money in  the re .   Now 24 

we ' re  go ing  to  bond fo r  th is ,  las t  yea r  and  th is  25 
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year .   Tha t ' s  t he  on ly  change  there ' s  been.   You  2 

need  good organ iza t i on .   You  need to  th ink  ou t  o f  3 

the  box .   We used to  th ink  ou t  o f  the  box  a nd we  4 

go t  i t  done.    5 

 I 'm no t  ta lk ing  abou t  the  o the r  s ide .   I  6 

can on ly  ta l k  fo r  th is  s ide .   There  is  no  - -  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mrs .  Jacobs,  we 8 

bonded  in  those  years  too .  9 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Pardon me?  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    The reco rd  shows  tha t  11 

we  bonded in  those  yea rs  too .  12 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Excuse me .   Wha t  I  13 

j us t  gave you  i s  the  fac ts  f rom the  f i sca l  peop le  14 

i n  th i s  coun ty .   I 'm  te l l i ng  you  tha t  - -  15 

fo rge t t i ng  abou t  who  o r  what ,  you  don ' t  car e  16 

who 's  respons ib le ,  you  jus t  want  us  a l l  to  be  17 

respons ib le  fo r  keep ing  you who le .  18 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    On  tha t  we  can  agree .   19 

We don ' t  care  who is  respons ib le .   We want  to  20 

move  fo rward .   And  in  o rde r  to  move fo rward  these 21 

tax  ce r t io ra r i  c la ims must  be  pa id ;  tha t  re qu i res  22 

a  13  member  vo te  o f  the  leg is la tu re  to  bond ,  as  23 

you we l l  know.   I t  e i t he r  passes  o r  i t  does n ' t .  24 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    And  i t ' s  on ly  you th  25 
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board  tha t  has  to  su f fe r  i f  t ha t  doesn ' t  ha ppen.   2 

G ive  me a  break ,  Peter .  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Obv ious l y ,  i f  you  4 

read  the  l eg i s la tu re  i t ' s  no t  youth  board .  5 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Tha t  doesn ' t  even  6 

ge t  you o f f  square  one  and  s ta r t .  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    And then  the  res t  8 

comes w i th  the  fo l low ing  p iece  o f  leg i s la t i on  9 

wh ich  au thor i zes  the  county  execut ive  to  do  what  10 

has  to  be  done - -  fu r l oughs,  wha teve r  i t  i s ,  11 

c los ing  depar tments ,  shu t te r i ng  depar tments ,  12 

whatever  has  to  be  done to  ge t  us  up  to  tha t  $40  13 

m i l l ion  mark .   I t ' s  i t .   I t ' s  now.   I t ' s  th e  end  14 

o f  t he  road.   There  is  no  more  road to  k ick  the  15 

can down.   We e i ther  do  th is  bond ing  o r  we got ta  16 

do  someth ing  e l se .  17 

 Leg is la to r ,  a re  you done?  18 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I 'm  done ,  because  19 

I 'm no t  go ing  to  keep go ing  and I 'm no t  go i ng  to  20 

- -  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Me  too .  22 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    po in t  f i nge rs  a t  23 

you.  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Denenberg .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Ac tua l l y ,  I  was  2 

nex t .  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I ’m so r ry .   I  had you 4 

checked o f f  a l ready .   Leg is la to r  Abrahams.  5 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Thank  you ,  6 

P res id ing  Of f i ce r  Schmi t t .  7 

 Ted,  f i r s t ,  I  want  to  thank  you fo r  8 

coming  down.   I  want  to  thank  everyone  in  th e  9 

aud ience  fo r  coming down on such  an  impor ta n t  10 

i ssue.   I  jus t  wan t  to  b r i ng  up  a  ve ry  impo r tan t  11 

i ssue tha t  I  th ink  i s  be ing  overshadowed ,  t ha t  I  12 

th ink  we  ta l ked  abou t  when  we  met  on  F r iday .   13 

That  i ssue ,  i n  i t se l f ,  i s  tha t  t h i s  leg i s la tu re ,  14 

o r  t h i s  coun ty  execu t i ve ,  I  shou ld  say ,  has  been  15 

dea l t  the  ve ry  d i f f i cu l t  t ask  o f  coming up  w i th  16 

100 - -  I 'm  so r ry  - -  $150  m i l l i on  i n  sav ings  fo r  17 

th is  yea r  be fore  N IFA wi l l  adopt  h is  p lan .   I  18 

know the re 's  a  l o t  o f  d i scuss ion  tha t  h i s  p lan 's  19 

been  adopted .   But  I  t h ink  ev e ryone fu l l  we l l  20 

knows,  and  I  th ink  the  Newsday  ed i to r i a l  k in d  o f  21 

ca tegor i zed i t ,  I  th ink ,  very  we l l  i n  22 

demons t ra t ing  what  the  op t ica l  i s  th is  morn ing .  23 

 The Pres id ing  O f f i ce r  asked me to  pu t  on  24 

the  reco rd  tha t  Leg is la to r  Fo rd  and Leg is la to r  25 
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Scanne l l  a re  he re  in  a t tendance and in  the i r  2 

seat .  3 

 That  sa id ,  Ted.   I t ' s  ve ry  i dent i f iab le  4 

tha t  t he  fac t  rema ins  tha t  N IFA,  even w i th  the  5 

vo tes  o f  t h i s  l eg i s la tu re  to  suppor t  any  k i nd  o f  6 

l eve l  o f  bor row ing ,  s t i l l  has  the  f i na l  say .   And 7 

i n  d iscuss ions  tha t  we  have had,  as  we l l  as  i t  8 

be ing  pub l ic  and  be ing  i n  the  papers  and  wr i t t en  9 

down  in  le t te rs ,  t he re  i s  no  w i l l  o f  N IFA t o  10 

suppor t  any  bond ing  o f  any  magn i tude  w i thou t  t he  11 

$150  m i l l i on  in  p lace .   As  we  a l l  know,  News day  12 

repo r ted  ear l ie r  t oday  - -  I  h ad g i ven the  c oun ty  13 

execut ive  a  l i t t le  b i t  more  c red i t  i n  ou r  m eet ing  14 

on  F r iday .   The  number  i s  ac tua l l y  under  $1 00 15 

m i l l ion  i f  you  go  by  wha t  Newsday  repo r t s  t oday .   16 

I  was  under  the  impress ion  i t  was  a  l i t t le  b i t  17 

h igher .   Tha t  be ing  sa id ,  the  fac t  remains  18 

they ' re  s t i l l  $50  mi l l ion  sho r t .   Now,  i f  s omeone 19 

can show me some documenta t i on  tha t  NIFA  wo u ld  20 

suppor t  the  l eve l  o f  bor rowing  o f  what  Mr .  21 

Schmi t t  i s  re fe renc ing  today  i n  rega rds  to  bond 22 

ce r t io ra r i s ,  then maybe I  have  a  d i f fe ren t  t une 23 

in  regards  to  what  he  is  say ing .   No t  w i th  24 

rega rds  to  the  bor rowing ,  bu t  in  regards  to  the  25 
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measures  tha t  he 's  ta l k ing  about  tha t  he  ne eds  to  2 

take .  3 

 The bo t tom l i ne  is  very  s imp le .   Th i s  4 

l eg i s la tu re  i s  be ing  asked  to  do  someth ing  when 5 

the  overs igh t  body  may  not  go  a long w i th  i t  a t  6 

a l l .   And to  be  f rank  w i th  yo u ,  the  overs igh t  7 

body  has  been  ask ing  fo r  t hese  sav ings  fo r  t he  8 

l as t  f ou r  mon ths .   They  were  due  on  Februar y  1 ,  9 

2012 .   We are  now approach ing  June  1  and  we  s t i l l  10 

don ' t  have  any th ing  in  p lace .   So the  on ly  11 

d i rec t ion  I  t ru l y  see,  and  tha t ' s  in  suppor t  o f  12 

what  you ' re  t ry ing  to  accomp l i sh  today ,  i s  t he  13 

fac t  remains  tha t  w i thou t  - -  t hey ' re  say ing  tha t  14 

w i thou t  - -  and  I  don ' t  wan t  to  pu t  i t  to  the y .   I  15 

j us t  wan t  to  make su re  I 'm  rehash ing  eve ry t h ing  16 

so  we can say  i t  c lear ly .   The  major i t y  i s  s ay ing  17 

tha t ,  bas i ca l l y ,  i f  there  is  no  bo r row ing  i n  18 

p lace ,  t hen we have to  go  to  these  d ras t ic  cu ts .   19 

Bu t  they ,  themse lves ,  can ' t  even  fu l l y  say  tha t  20 

w i th  con f idence .   Because to  say  tha t  w i th  21 

conf idence  means  tha t  they  mus t  have  the  b l ess ing  22 

o f  N IFA tha t  t he  bor rowing  w i l l  go  th rough o n 23 

the i r  end i f  th i s  leg i s la tu re  approves  i t .   I  24 

don ' t  th ink  tha t ' s  been sa id .   I  don ’ t  t h in k  25 
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tha t ' s  been sa id  to  anyone  in  th is  l eg is la t i ve  2 

body .   Now,  i f  t ha t  i s  t ru ly  the  case,  t hen  the  3 

bo t tom l ine  i s  very  s imp le .   Then what  they ' re  4 

ta lk ing  abou t  i n  te rms  o f  how to  ge t  t he  sa v ings  5 

i s  no t  rea l i t y .   Rea l i t y  i s ,  I  t ru ly  be l iev e ,  6 

tha t  you  guys ,  and  I ' ve  sa id  th i s  to  you  be fore  -7 

-  you th  board ,  sen io rs  was  a l ways  a  ta rge t  t o  ge t  8 

the  $150  m i l l ion  i n  sav ings  f rom the  9 

admin i s t ra t i on .   And  I  t ru ly  be l ieve  tha t  t h e  10 

repea l ing  o f  th i s  law w i l l  he lp  them get  to ward  11 

the i r  $150  m i l l i on  cu t .   Now,  to  back t rack  to  12 

2009 .  13 

 I t  was  a lways  ou r  be l i eve  to  take  the  14 

po l i t i ca l  foo tba l l  - -  to  take  you guys  away  f rom 15 

be ing  a  po l i t i ca l  foo tba l l .   I t  was  a lways  o ur  16 

be l i e f  t ha t  no  mat te r  what  came up ,  the  red  l i gh t  17 

camera  fund was  a  des ignated  fund fo r  youth  18 

board ,  sen io rs ,  and o the r  agenc ies ,  whateve r  the  19 

ones  w i th in  the  law.   F rom our  s tandpo in t ,  i f  you  20 

have  the  w i l l ingness  - -  i f  you ' re  unwi l l ing  to  21 

s tay  ob l iga ted  to  tha t  l aw ,  then  obv ious ly  wha t ' s  22 

the  po in t  o f  the  l aw  in  the  f i rs t  p lace  whe n  we 23 

d id  i t  i n  2009?   I f  i t ' s  so  easy  to  repea l  i t  24 

when  the  go ing  ge ts  tough,  I  j us t  don ' t  see  the  25 
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sense o f  why  we  d id  i t .   Then  to  say  i t ' s  t he  2 

democra ts  o r  the  repub l i cans ,  I 'm go ing  to  3 

respec t  your  w ishes .   I 'm no t  go ing  to  ge t  i n to  a  4 

b lame th ing  back  and  fo r th .   To  me ,  i t  seem s  a  5 

l i t t le  d is ingenuous,  t ha t  when  you  passed t he  6 

l aw,  sudden ly  the  law doesn ' t  rea l l y  mat te r  7 

anymore  because  th ings  have go t ten  so  rough .  8 

 To  answer  to  the i r  po in t ,  I  j us t  don ' t  9 

see the  w i l l i ngness  f rom NIFA.   I f  somebody  cou ld  10 

show me someth ing  d i f f e ren t ,  I  wou ld  l ove  t o  see  11 

i t .   I  don ' t  see  the  w i l l i ngness  f rom NIFA to  12 

suppor t  any  l eve ls  o f  bond ing  w i thou t  a  13 

subs tan t ia l  amount  o f  sav ings  o f  $150 mi l l i o n  14 

be ing  in  p lace .  15 

 MR.  LEVY:    Kevan,  I  app rec ia te  your  16 

po in t .   And I  want  to  le t  o the r  peop le  have  an  17 

oppor tun i t y  to  speak .   But  I  do  want  to  say ,  j us t  18 

fo r  the  reco rd ,  someth ing  tha t  we shared  w i th  19 

you.   Our  coa l i t ion  is  no t  t ak ing  a  pos i t ion  on  20 

the  bo r row ing .   I  know you  unders tand i t ,  b u t  I  21 

j us t  wan ted to  pu t  t ha t  on  the  record .   We don ' t  22 

know enough abou t  whethe r  i t ' s  a  good idea o r  a  23 

bad idea .   A l l  we want  i s  we  th ink  the re  ar e  24 

a l te rna t ives  to  th is  f igh t  t ha t  p ro tec t  our  25 
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sys tem.   I  have  two documents  - -  I ' l l  g i ve  o ne  to  2 

you and one to  Mr .  Schmi t t  - -  tha t  exp la in  w here  3 

the  funds  are  a l ready  ex is t i ng .   I f  the  fun ds  are  4 

there ,  t he re ' s  no  need  to  vo te  to  resc ind  t hem 5 

today  because  we  have shown where  they  a re .   We 6 

have  sha red th i s  w i th  Mr .  Su l l i van  b r ie f l y ,  and 7 

now we 've  sha red  i t  w i th  the  major i t y  leade r  and  8 

m ino r i ty  l eader .  9 

 We have a  proposa l .   We have  an  10 

a l te rna t ive .   We have a  way th is  doesn ' t  ha ve to  11 

be  done.   So  p lease don ' t  say  ou r  back 's  up  12 

aga ins t  the  wa l l .  13 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    P lease .   By  no  14 

means,  I  don ' t  wan t  you to  be l ieve  o r  th ink  tha t  15 

I  was  imp ly ing  tha t  you shou ld  suppor t  t he  16 

pos i t i on .  17 

 MR.  LEVY:   I  know you ' re  no t .   I  j us t  18 

wanted  to  c la r i f y .  19 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    My po in t  was,  20 

bas i ca l l y ,  I  hea rd  the  p res id ing  o f f i cer  ta l k  21 

abou t  the  fac t  t ha t ,  you  know,  bond ing  i s  g o ing  22 

to  pass  or  no t  pass .   Absent  f rom h i s  a rgum ent ,  23 

he  l e f t  ou t  t he  fac t  t ha t  obv ious l y  there 's  an  24 

overs igh t  boa rd  tha t  has  to  approve the  bon d ing  25 
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as  we l l .   As  you  p robab ly  we l l  know,  tha t  s ame 2 

board  a l ready ,  i n  a  few shor t  days ,  d id  no t  3 

approve bond ing  fo r  the  Aqua t i c  Center ,  as  we l l  4 

as  d id  no t  approve  a  con t rac t  fo r  Morgan  St an ley  5 

fo r  the  pr iva t i za t ion  o f  sewers .   So  the re ' s  6 

obv ious l y  ano the r  en t i t y  t ha t ' s  invo lved  th a t  he  7 

chose to  neg lec t ,  fo r  whateve r  reason.   Tha t  8 

be ing  sa id .   S ince  tha t  en t i t y  i s  obv ious ly  the  9 

800 pound e lephant  i n  the  room,  I  th ink  f ro m our  10 

s tandpo in t ,  f o r  someone to  say  i n  th is  11 

l eg i s la tu re  tha t  i f  th is  passes  today  you ' l l  be  12 

ab le  to  ge t  you r  con t rac ts ,  I  th ink  is  no t  g iv ing  13 

you the  fu l l  fac ts  and  the  fu l l  t r u th .   When ,  14 

fu l l  we l l ,  I  have no t  seen  any th ing .   Someo ne can 15 

co r rec t  me  where  I 'm  wrong .   I  have no t  see n  any  16 

documenta t ion  tha t  N IFA wou ld  suppor t  any  l eve l  17 

o f  bor rowing  fo r  any th ing  w i thou t  the  $150 18 

m i l l ion  be ing  i n  sav ings ,  wh ich  they  wou ld  do  on  19 

Februa ry  1 ,  2012 ,  and now we ' re  approach ing  June .  20 

 MR.  LEVY:    Thank you a l l .  21 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Thank  you ,  Ted.  22 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  23 

Denenberg .   Any th ing  e lse  to  add?  24 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Ted,  Ted .   You  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  45 Full Legislature – 5-21-12 

know wha t?   I  heard  you loud and  c lear .   The  2 

i ssue you are  he re  to  speak abou t  i s  a  p rom ise  3 

was made  - -  i t  wasn ' t  jus t  a  p romise ,  i t ' s  a  l aw  4 

- -  i n  2009 ,  when  th i s  body  fa ced  c los ing  a  $ 150 5 

m i l l ion  budge t  gap ,  wh ich  is  - -  I  th ink  I  go t  i t  6 

on  the  nose;  the  buzze r  went  o f f .   Bu t  we w ere  7 

fac ing  a  $150  m i l l ion  budget  gap ,  wh ich  is  8 

exac t l y  what  NIFA wants  to  see  c losed r i gh t  now,  9 

$150  m i l l i on .   I n  a  b ipa r t i san  way ,  th is  10 

l eg i s la tu re  sa id ,  because you  were  be ing  11 

th rea tened  w i th  cu ts ,  your  $14  m i l l i on  wor t h  o f  12 

cont rac ts ,  when  you ta lk  abou t  you th ,  behav io r  13 

se rv ices ,  and  menta l  hea l th ,  sen io rs ,  and 14 

ve te rans .   That ' s  what  you  were  faced,  $14 15 

m i l l ion  in  cu ts  to  come up  w i th  pa r t  o f  tha t  150 .   16 

We sa id ,  i n  a  b ipa r t i san  way ,  no .   Because the  17 

coun ty  execu t ive  can  keep coming  back  to  us  18 

aga in ,  and  aga in ,  and aga in ,  and  say ing  un le ss  19 

you approve th i s ,  I 'm go ing  to  cu t  t he  20 

d i sc re t i onary  youth  and menta l  hea l th  se rv i ces .   21 

R igh t?   And we sa id  no  - -  whe the r  i t  was  dru g  and 22 

a l coho l ,  men ta l  hea l th ,  you th .   We put  a  23 

cont inu ing  revenue  sou rce  in  so  tha t  you  wer en ' t  24 

he ld  hos tage  a l l  t he  t ime.   I t ' s  t he  t ru th .   I f  25 
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tha t ' s  t aken  away,  i f  tha t ' s  t aken  away,  to day  2 

you ' re  be ing  he ld  hos tage to  $41  m i l l i on  in  3 

bo r row ing .   Tomorrow the re 's  a  b i l l  r i gh t  b eh ind  4 

there  fo r  $102 m i l l i on  i n  bo r row ing .   And t hen  5 

there ' s  a  b i l l  f o r  ye t  ano the r  $114 mi l l ion  fo r  6 

bo r row ing .   You  w i l l  a lways  be  he ld  hos tage  7 

un less  we keep our  p romise ,  wh ich  was done in  a  8 

b ipa r t i san  way in  Februa ry  2009,  when then-c ounty  9 

execut ive  sa id  the  wa l ls  a re  cav ing  in .   Me r r i l l  10 

Lynch jus t  went  bank rupt .   Sa les  tax  p lummet ed  by  11 

over  $100 mi l l i on .   And we  sa id  he re 's  your  12 

revenue source .   You  say  you  need th is  fo r  men ta l  13 

hea l th .   We ' l l  t rus t  you ,  bu t  we ' re  go ing  t o  make 14 

i t  l aw .   Don ' t  eve r  undo  wha t  we  d id  becaus e  tha t  15 

took  you  away  f rom d iscre t iona ry  fund ing .   Th i s  16 

pu ts  you  r igh t  back  a t  t he  mercy  o f  any  cou n ty  17 

execut ive  and  any  leg i s la tu re .   So  the  bo t t om 18 

l i ne  i s  th is .  19 

 You w i l l  - -  i f  t h i s  i s  t aken away - -  I  20 

vo ted  aga ins t  t he  second  s tage  o f  red  l i gh t  21 

cameras  because  I  saw i t  was  go ing  to  the  g enera l  22 

fund ,  and i t  was  pav ing  the  way tha t  now,  e ven  23 

the  f i rs t  s tage  is  be ing  taken  away f rom wh ere  i t  24 

was supposed  to  be .   And  a t  t ha t  t ime the  c u r ren t  25 
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coun ty  execu t ive  was  a  l eg is la to r .   The cur ren t  2 

p res id ing  o f f i ce r  sa id  we don ' t  want  to  le t  the  3 

coun ty  execu t i ve  use  th i s  mon ey any  o the r  wa y.   4 

So  why  - -  what ' s  changed?  Wh y  a re  we a l low i ng  5 

the  coun ty  execu t i ve  to  use  the  money any  o the r  6 

way?   A  $150  mi l l i on  wor th  o f  cu ts  w i l l  a lw ays  7 

i nc lude you i f  t h i s  i s  repea led .   We can ' t  repea l  8 

i t .  9 

 MR.  LEVY:    We were  to ld  tha t  the  need  i s  10 

on ly  fo r  t h i s  year  because  o f  accumu la t i on  o f  tax  11 

ce r t s  and tha t  i t  wasn ' t  needed go ing  fo rwa rd .   12 

Bu t  the  law i s  no t  j us t  to  change i t  f o r  th i s  13 

l aw,  i t ' s  to  change i t  go ing  fo rward .   When  I  14 

ques t ioned  tha t ,  I  was  to ld  there  may be  ne ed in  15 

o the r  years .   That 's  j us t  no t  r i gh t .  16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    There ' s  $400  17 

m i l l ion  wor th  o f  t ax  cer ts  coming.   Four -hun dred  18 

m i l l ion .   No t  42 .   Fou r -hundred mi l l ion .   So  th i s  19 

i s  go ing  to  happen  aga in  and  aga in .   When w e  were  20 

i n  the  major i t y  and they  were  in  the  m inor i t y ,  21 

you know wha t?   No  one  po in ted  f inge rs .   We  sa id ,  22 

you know wha t  Coun ty  Execu t i ve  Suozz i ,  a t  t he  23 

t ime ,  you can ' t  touch them.   You  wan t  the  r ed  24 

l i gh t  cameras ,  ded ica te  the  money to  p ro tec t  25 
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these agenc ies .  2 

 I  want  to  p ro tec t  these agenc ies .   I 'm  3 

go ing  to  vo te  no  to  repea l  i t  and a l l  o f  us  4 

shou ld ,  pe r iod .  5 

 MR.  LEVY:    Thank you.  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Le t  me  jus t  say  7 

th is .   I sn ' t  th i s  i r on ic  tha t  some o f  the  m oney 8 

tha t  cou ld  go  to  you  wen t  ou t  fo r  th is  ma i l e r  9 

tha t  sa id ,  hey ,  thank  you,  Ed  Mangano,  fo r  n o t  10 

bo r row ing  aga ins t  my  fu tu re .   What  you ' re  b e ing  11 

to ld  r igh t  now i s  tha t  we need  to  bo r row ag a ins t  12 

your  fu tu re  to  save ou r  p resen t .   You know wha t?   13 

So  why  a re  we  ma i l ing  th is?   I  don ' t  need t o  14 

bo r row aga ins t  my fu tu re  to  save  the  p resen t .   We 15 

took  care  o f  i t .   The f i rs t  r ed  l i gh t  camera s  16 

have  to  go  to  you.   To  repea l  i t ,  pa r t i cu la r ly  17 

re t roac t ive l y ,  i s  a  shame,  i t ' s  wrong,  and i t  has  18 

to  be  s topped .  19 

 MR.  LEVY:    Thank you a l l .   Mr .  Schmi t t ,  20 

thank  you fo r  t he  t ime .   Mr .  Schmi t t ,  I  le f t  t he  21 

document  fo r  you .  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :     Leg is la to r  23 

N ico le l l o .  24 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    I  jus t  wan ted to  25 
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make  a  coup le  o f  po in ts  in  response to  some  o f  2 

the  th ings  tha t  have  been sa id .  3 

 Leg is la to r  Schmi t t  had  men t ioned  tha t  we  4 

had approved  bo r rowing  ove r  the  las t  t en  yea rs .   5 

The amount  o f  bo r row ing  tha t  we approved  wa s  a  6 

b i l l i on  do l l a rs .   A  b i l l i on  do l l a rs  in  bor r owing  7 

over  ten  yea rs .   Repub l i cans ,  t ime  a f te r  t i me 8 

a f te r  t ime ,  gave  the  vo tes  so  tha t  t ha t  bor row ing  9 

cou ld  go  fo rward .   Tha t  bo r row ing  went  fo rw ard ,  10 

the  coun ty  kept  opera t ing .   The money was t here  11 

to  fund the  p rog rams .  12 

 The bonds tha t  we ' re  app rov ing  today ,  13 

many  o f  wh ich  o f  t hese  tax  re funds  da te  bac k  ten  14 

years ,  15  yea rs ,  t hey ' re  no t  new.   They  wer e  15 

genera ted  by  mis takes  in  assessmen t  over  th e  l as t  16 

15  yea rs .  17 

 There ' s  been  a  l o t  o f  d i scuss ion  about  18 

the  ev i l s  o f  bo r rowing .   No one up  here  l i k es  to  19 

bo r row fo r  t ax  re funds .   Obv ious ly ,  we  have  done  20 

i t  i n  a  respons ib le  way fo r  over  ten  yea rs  21 

because we  knew i t  wou ld  shu t  down  county  22 

gove rnment .   Bu t  t he  i ssue  today  i s  no t  whe t he r  23 

o r  no t  bor row ing  i s  good .   I t ' s  no t  whether  o r  24 

no t  NIFA  i s  go ing  to  app rove  i t .   The issue  is  25 
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a re  we  go ing  to  ge t  vo tes  f rom the  m inor i ty  to  2 

approve th is?   And  they ' ve  a l ready  sa id ,  in  3 

wr i t ing ,  t ha t  t hey  w i l l  no t  approve any  bor row ing  4 

un t i l  they  ge t  t he  d is t r i c ts  tha t  they  want .  5 

 I t ' s  no t  abou t  N IFA.   I t ' s  no t  about  pay -6 

go .   I t ' s  about  they  wan t  the  d i s t r i c t s ,  an d  7 

they ' re  no t  go ing  to  g ive  us  the  vo tes ,  num ber  8 

one.   I t ' s  i n  wr i t ing .  9 

 MR.  LEVY:    But  can ' t  you  take  us  ou t  o f  10 

tha t  a rgumen t?   I  don ' t  want  - -  you  see,  you ' re  11 

go ing  to  say  i t ' s  abou t  red i s t r i c t ing ,  t hey ' re  12 

go ing  to  say  someth ing  back ,  and  you ' re  go i ng  to  13 

fo rge t  t ha t  I 'm  s tand ing  here .   Can ' t  we  co me ou t  14 

o f  t ha t  a rgumen t  and  dea l  w i th  our  i ssue?  I  15 

don ' t  want  to  hear  about  bor rowing ,  and I  do n ' t  16 

want  to  hear  about  red is t r i c t i ng .   I  don ' t  have 17 

an  op in ion  abou t  tha t .   I 'm no t  a  po l i t i c ia n .   18 

I 'm he re  to  ta l k  about  my issue - -  19 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Le t  me  say  th i s .  20 

 MR.  LEVY:    and  I 'm go ing  to  imp lo re  you  21 

to  p lease take  us  ou t  o f  your  feud .  22 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    You sa id  you  23 

don ’ t  ca re  whether  i t ' s  good  o r  bad,  t he  24 

bo r row ing .  25 
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 MR.  LEVY:   On  a  pe rsona l  l eve l ,  I  ca re .   2 

Bu t  represen t ing  the  - -  3 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Le t  me  te l l  you  4 

why - -  5 

 MR.  LEVY:   youth  and  subs tance  abuse  6 

p rog ram,  we don ' t  have  an  op in ion .  7 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Le t  me  te l l  you  8 

why i t  i s  v i t a l l y  impor tan t  f o r  the  youth  9 

p rog rams .  10 

 They  men t ioned the  fac t  tha t  t he re 's  11 

upwards  o f  $100  mi l l ion  more  i n  cu ts  tha t  h ave  to  12 

be  ach ieved.   Be fo re  we even  touch  the  bor r owing ,  13 

tha t ' s  $100 m i l l ion .   That 's  a  l o t  o f  work .   14 

We ' re  in  c r i s is .   I f ,  today ,  we don ' t  appro ve 15 

tha t  bor rowing ,  there ' s  $41 m i l l ion  in  j udg men ts  16 

tha t  a re  ou ts tand ing .   Tha t  w i l l  a l l ow  the  17 

a t to rneys  who  have  those  judgmen ts  to  f reez e  bank  18 

accoun ts  to  the  tune  o f  $80 m i l l ion .   Now,  i n  the  19 

env i ronmen t  i n  wh ich  we a l ready  have  to  see k  20 

cu ts ,  in  wh ich  we have  a  c r i s i s ,  t ha t  pu ts  us  21 

over  the  edge .  22 

 Now,  eve ryone  in  th i s  room who  i s  in  the  23 

youth  agenc ies  i s  an  i n te l l i gen t  person,  yo u  24 

cont r i bu te  a  t remendous amoun t  to  soc ie ty .   I  25 
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can ' t  be l i eve  tha t  anyone ou t  he re  doesn ' t  2 

unders tand  how bad  i t  i s  i f  we  don ' t  app rov e  th i s  3 

bo r row ing  today .  4 

 MR.  LEVY:    Le t  me  paraphrase  what  you  5 

j us t  sa id ;  i t ' s  the i r  fau l t .  6 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Come on.  7 

 MR.  LEVY:    Tha t 's  wha t  you j us t  sa id .  8 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Don ' t  you  9 

unders tand  - -  10 

 MR.  LEVY:    You  sa id  i t ' s  the i r  fau l t .   11 

I f  I  speak  to  them about  bor rowing ,  you kno w wha t  12 

they ' re  go ing  to  say?  I t ' s  your  fau l t .  13 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    I  don ' t  ca re  14 

whose fau l t  i t  i s .   Don ' t  you  unders tand  the  15 

impact  on  you r  agenc ies  i f  we  don ' t  approve  th is  16 

bo r row ing?   Can ' t  you  unders tand  how bad  i t  i s  17 

fo r  you?  18 

 MR.  LEVY:    Yes .   I ' ve  g iven  you  an  19 

a l te rna t ive  tha t  t akes  us  ou t  o f  t he  bor row ing  20 

d i lemma.  21 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Ge t  me  $40  22 

m i l l ion  on  top  o f  the  $90 mi l l ion  we  have to  ge t .  23 

 MR.  LEVY:    I  can ' t  so lve  a l l  the  coun ty  24 

p rob lems .   I  can  j us t  fund  ou r  agenc ies .   I 'm 25 
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so r ry .  2 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    I  can  so lve  40  3 

m i l l ion  o f  i t  t oday .  4 

 MR.  LEVY:    I  can ' t  fund  the  who le  5 

coun ty .   I 'm  no t  t ha t  good .  6 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    I  unders tand  7 

tha t .   Bu t  you a l l  have to  unders tand how b ad i t  8 

i s  f o r  t he  youth  agenc ies ,  t he  sen io r  agenc ies ,  9 

the  employees  o f  t he  county ,  i f  we  don ' t  do  th is  10 

respons ib le  ac t  o f  con t inu ing  th is  bor rowin g .   We 11 

d id  i t  f o r  t en  yea rs  fo r  a  b i l l i on  do l la rs .  12 

 MR.  LEVY:   Okay .   I  can ' t  make  my po in t  13 

anymore .  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  DeR igg i -15 

Wh i t ton .  16 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Thank you.   17 

I  jus t  wan t  to  say ,  as  a  newcomer  you k ind  o f  see 18 

th ings  a  l i t t le  b i t  d i f f e ren t l y .   One th ing ,  away 19 

f rom the  po l i t i cs ,  I ' ve  heard  Rob Wa lker  s t and  20 

there  and say  there ' s  $90 mi l l ion  in  our  bu dge t  21 

r i gh t  now tha t ' s  ava i l ab le  tha t  has  no t  bee n  22 

des ignated  to  any  area  tha t ' s  ava i lab le .   S o  I  23 

unders tand  how they  can say  tha t  t hey  don ' t  have  24 

th is  money  and  th i s  money has  to  come f rom y ou .  25 
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 Number  two .   The  red  l igh t  ca mera .   We 2 

asked fo r  an  aud i t  f o r  wha t ' s  been  owed to  you ,  3 

as  we l l  as  many  o f  t he  o ther  par t i es  tha t  I ' ve  4 

me t  w i th .   We s t i l l  have  no t  rece ived tha t .   5 

There ' s  money  tha t ' s  owed to  you  tha t  wou ld  6 

abso lu te ly  come in  handy  r igh t  now tha t  sho u ld  7 

no t  be  taken  away f rom you .  8 

 Number  th ree .   When I  asked Rob Wa lker ,  9 

okay ,  l i s ten ,  i f  you ' re  go ing  to  take  the  m oney 10 

away  f rom these  groups  fo r  t he  red  l igh t  cam era  11 

when  you ' re  wa i t ing  fo r  us  to  bond  o r  whatev er ,  12 

when  a re  you  go ing  to  g i ve  i t  back?  A re  yo u  13 

go ing  to  g ive  i t  back  to  them r igh t  away?  And  he 14 

wou ld  no t  commi t  t o  tha t .  15 

 I  don ' t  th ink  tha t  t h i s  has  any th ing  to  16 

do  w i th  the  bor row ing .   I  honest ly  th ink  th a t  17 

they  wan t  to  pu t  t h i s  money in  the  genera l  f und 18 

and they  a re  us ing  th i s  as  an  excuse .   They  know 19 

how impor tan t  t hese areas  are  to  us .   And I  20 

rea l l y ,  everyone  knows  how impor tan t  i t  i s .   I  21 

j us t  have one  o the r  th ing .  22 

 What  they ' re  say ing  r i gh t  now is  a  23 

b i l l i on  do l l a rs  in  ten  yea rs ,  tha t ' s  $100 m i l l ion  24 

a  year .   Tha t 's  a  quar te r  o f  wha t  they ' re  g o ing  25 
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to  be  bo r row ing  fo r  fo r  th is  yea r .   So  when  you 2 

rea l l y  l ook  a t  t h i s ,  wha t  we  need to  do  is  ge t  3 

f i nanc ia l l y  respons ib le .   The re ' s  s t i l l  a  l o t  o f  4 

waste  in  th i s  budget .   And  to  use  you guys  as  the  5 

ones  tha t  we  know tha t  we ca re  about ,  rea l l y ,  6 

i t ' s  appa l l i ng  to  me .   And  I 'm  sor ry  tha t  y ou ' re  7 

go ing  th rough  th is .    8 

 The bo t tom l i ne  is  we can a l l  vo te  to  9 

bo r row today ,  and NIFA 's  go ing  to  say  now.   So  10 

there  has  to  be  o the r  ways  to  come up w i th  th i s  11 

money.   I  th ink  i t ' s  a l ready  i n  the  budget  f o r  12 

you and I  th ink  you a l ready  owed  i t  f r om pa s t  13 

amounts  tha t  a re  due .  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  T ro iano .  15 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    Ted,  can  you  jus t  16 

come back  jus t  f o r  a  second?   I 'm on ly  go in g  to  17 

speak fo r  about  30  seconds .  18 

 We 've  heard  some d iscuss ion  today  abou t  19 

l eadersh ip .   And  leadersh ips  i s  abou t  mak in g  20 

tough cho ices .   We 've  heard  f rom the  p res id ing  21 

o f f i ce r  tha t  in  th is  case the re  rea l l y  a re  no  22 

o the r  cho ices  to  be  made .   We don ' t  rea l l y  need 23 

leadersh ip  because  the re 's  a  cer ta in  pa th  we  have 24 

to  fo l low.   Out  o f  $2 .7  b i l l i on  in  the  coun ty  25 
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budget ,  the  on ly  cho ice  we  have -  the  on ly  cho ice  2 

we  have ou t  o f  $2 .7  b i l l i on  i s  t o  cu t  youth  3 

se rv ice  prog ram,  p rograms fo r  the  ag ing ,  an d  4 

menta l  hea l th  p rog rams .   Out  o f  $2 .7  b i l l i on .  5 

 Leadersh ip  i s  abou t  mak ing  cho ices .   I t  6 

i s  a  cho ice  to  choose to  cu t  t hese  p rograms .   I t  7 

re f l ec ts  the  county  execut ive ' s  p r io r i t i es .   8 

There  are  o ther  cho ices .   And  I  th ink  th is  b oa rd  9 

owes  i t  to  you,  Ted,  to  a t  l eas t  ge t  a  copy  o f  10 

the  o the r  i t ems  tha t  you 've  i den t i f i ed  tha t  cou ld  11 

be  cu t ,  ra the r  than cu t  the  need ies t  amongs t  us .   12 

So  I  ask  tha t  t he  d i s t r i c t  c le rk  make cop ie s  fo r  13 

every  member  o f  the  leg i s la tu re  to  see  tha t ,  so  14 

we  can  make a  dec i s ion  tha t ' s  no t  based on a  15 

fa lse  cho ice ,  o r  hav ing  on ly  one  cho ice ,  tha t ' s  16 

based on  a  fu l l  know ledge base  tha t  there  a re  17 

o the r  a l te rna t i ves .   Because  leadersh ip  i s  about  18 

mak ing  cho ices  and  se t t i ng  the  p roper  p r io r i t i es .  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  T ro iano ,  20 

there  are  o ther  a l te rna t ives .   Wha t  a re  the y?  21 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    That 's  wha t  I  want  22 

to  see .  23 

 MR.  LEVY:    Mr .  Schmi t t ,  I  p resented  them 24 

to  you  F r iday ,  and  I  have them here  in  the  25 
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documents  today .  2 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    I  don ' t  th ink  the  3 

cho ice  i s  tha t  we have  an  ad ,  a  campaign  p i ece  4 

pa id  fo r  by  the  coun ty  taxpayers  tha t  th rea t ens  5 

to  cu t  t h i s  young ch i l d ' s  fu tu re ,  because w e ' re  6 

go ing  to  cu t  and  des t roy  h is  p resent .    7 

 So  can  we see  the  cop ies?  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    What?  9 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    Can we  have cop ies  10 

made  o f  the  o the r  cho ices?  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Can we  have cop ies  12 

made?  And  g i ve  them to  the  c le rk .  13 

 When  we ge t  t o  the  ac tua l  hea r ing ,  14 

Leg is la to r  De-R igg i -Wh i t ton ,  t he re  w i l l  be  peop le  15 

he re  f rom Of f i ce  o f  Budget  and  Management ,  who  16 

w i l l  be  ab le  to  address  the  i ssue o f  us ing  the  17 

fund  ba lance  and  why  i t  i s  no t  a  feas ib le  i dea .  18 

 Jamie  Bogenshutz .  19 

 MS.  BOGENSHUTZ:    Good  morn ing .   I  don ' t  20 

know where  to  s ta r t  to  exp ress  wha t  I  am fe e l i ng  21 

a t  t h i s  ve ry  moment .   I  am shocked  tha t  we a re  22 

he re  a t  th is  p lace  aga in .   My  name i s  Jamie  23 

Bogenshu tz .   I  am the  execut i ve  d i rec tor  o f  YES 24 

Commun i t y  Counse l i ng  Cen te r ,  a  non -p ro f i t  25 
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commun i t y  based  agency  tha t  i s  f unded bo th  by  the  2 

Nassau  County  Youth  Board  and  the  Depar tmen t  o f  3 

Chemica l  Dependency ,  Men ta l  Hea l th ,  and 4 

Deve lopmen ta l  D isab i l i t i es ,  bo th  sys tems  wh ich  5 

you are  propos ing  to  e l im ina te .  6 

 I  haven ' t  seen mos t  o f  you  th i s  pas t  yea r  7 

because I  am do ing  wha t  I  do  bes t ;  I  was  ru nn ing  8 

my  agency  and  se rv ing  my  communi ty ,  and fo r  tha t  9 

I  am g ra te fu l .   Bu t  he re  I  am aga in  today ,  back  10 

to  tha t  moment  where  I  am f i gh t i ng  fo r  t he  11 

su rv iva l  no t  on l y  fo r  my  agency  bu t  fo r  the  12 

en t i re  human  se rv i ces  sys tem.    13 

 Anyone  who  l i ves  i n  th is  coun ty  i s  14 

pa in fu l l y  aware  o f  i t s  f i sca l  ou t l ook .   We 15 

unders tand  the  h igh  cos t  o f  l i v i ng .   We 16 

unders tand  r i s ing  taxes  and tax  caps ,  do ing  more  17 

w i th  l ess ,  d isc re t iona ry  spen d ing ,  and  red  l igh t  18 

revenue.   We ge t  t ha t .   We  rea l l y  do .   But  how do 19 

we  make sense  o f  t h i s?   How can we  get  you to  20 

unders tand  the  p ro found and devas ta t ing  e f f ec ts  21 

o f  wha t  you a re  propos ing  today?   How do  we  make  22 

you unders tand the  pa in ,  t he  t rauma,  the  23 

su f fe r ing  tha t  we t r ied  despera te l y  to  resp ond  to  24 

each  and  eve ry  day?  How do I  ge t  you to  25 
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unders tand  the  paren t  who ca l l s  because the i r  2 

ch i l d  i s  us ing  p resc r ip t ion  d rugs  or  s tea l i ng ,  o r  3 

l y ing ,  o r  cu t t i ng  themse lves  because  they  d on ' t  4 

fee l  as  i f  t hey  be long  in  th i s  wor ld?   You s i t  5 

w i th  them,  you ho ld  the i r  hands,  and  you  te l l  6 

them tha t  they  a re  no t  impor tan t  o r  wor th  i t .  7 

 I  am not  t a l k ing  about  s i t ua t i ons  tha t  8 

maybe qu ick l y  remedied .   I 'm  ta l k ing  about  the  9 

n ine  yea r  o ld  who w i tnessed the  bru ta l  murd e r  o f  10 

he r  younger  s is te r  a f te r  she  was  th rown in t o  a  11 

wa l l  by  he r  fa ther .   I 'm  ta l k ing  about  the  13  12 

year  o ld  who  is  fa i l ing  every  c lass ,  and  wh ose  13 

fa ther  k icked  the  dog to  dea th  to  make  a  po in t .   14 

I ’m ta lk ing  abou t  the  18  yea r  o ld  who was r aped 15 

a t  co l lege  and had  to  re tu rn  home because o f  t he  16 

n igh tmares  and her  i nab i l i t y  t o  concen t ra te  on  17 

any th ing  except  fo r  he r  a t tacker .   I  am ta l k ing  18 

abou t  the  14  yea r  o ld  who brags  abou t  h i s  M S-13 19 

fami ly  and  what  they  do  on  the  s t ree ts  fo r  f un .   20 

I 'm ta lk ing  abou t  the  fa ther  who  bea t  h i s  w i fe  as  21 

she lay  f rozen in  he r  whee lcha i r ,  why  he r  t h ree  22 

ch i l d ren  watched  her  he lp less .   I 'm ta lk ing  abou t  23 

the  fa ther  who d rove  away in  h is  car  w i th  h i s  son 24 

s t i l l  ho ld ing  on to  the  w indsh ie ld  o f  t he  mo v ing  25 
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ca r .   Sad ly ,  I  can  go  on  and  on .   And how do n ' t  2 

they  mat te r?   How,  i n  a l l  goo d  consc iousness ,  can 3 

you a l low th i s  to  happen?  Regard less  o f  yo u r  4 

pa r t y  a f f i l i a t i on ,  you r  po l i t i ca l  be l i e f s ,  p lease 5 

exp la in  to  me ,  exp la in  to  a l l  o f  us  how has  the  6 

money or  l ack  o f  i t  made  i t  poss ib le  to  ign o re  7 

what  i s  t ru l y  impor tan t  in  ou r  wor ld .  8 

 No t  tha t  l ong  ago,  you  a l l  wo rked 9 

toge ther  to  es tab l i sh  a  law tha t  wou ld  p ro t ec t  10 

those who need you  mos t .   And  w i th  g rea t  e f fo r t ,  11 

the  red  l i gh t  camera  fund was  c rea ted .   A t  t ha t  12 

t ime ,  you worked  in  a  b ipa r t i san  fash ion  to  13 

secu re  our  sys tem,  and  ye t  t oday  you  a re  14 

p ropos ing  to  repea l  a  law tha t  you  es tab l i s hed .   15 

You speak o f  a  pass ion  towards  pub l i c  se rv i ce ,  16 

ye t  you w i l l  be  se t t ing  in  mo t ion  the  po ten t ia l  17 

to  undermine  the  we l l  be ing  o f  eve ry  commun i ty  18 

member .  19 

 CLERK MULLER:    Your  th ree  m inutes  have 20 

exp i red .  21 

 MS.  BOGENSHUTZ:    I 'm a lmost  done.  22 

 There  is  g rea t  power  i n  s t rong  23 

leadersh ip ,  and  i t  t akes  g rea ter  l eadersh ip  to  24 

p ro tec t  the  tens  o f  thousands  o f  peop le  who  25 
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depend  upon you  to  main ta in  the  human se rv i ces  2 

sys tem de l ive ry .  3 

 No  one  can  fo rge t  these dec i s ions ,  and  I  4 

t rus t  no  one  w i l l  fo rge t  what  i s  happen ing  h ere  5 

th is  morn ing .   And  wh i le  you  may  not  see  a l l  6 

those tha t  w i l l  be  a f fec ted  by  you r  ac t i ons ,  you  7 

w i l l  know they  ex i s t  when you r  schoo ls  and you r  8 

hosp i ta l s  have no  resources  t o  send ch i l d ren  and  9 

fami l i es  to ,  when ou r  ja i l s  a re  overc rowded ,  10 

overwhe lmed,  when ou r  churches  and  synagogu es 11 

cannot  feed o r  comfo r t  t o  a l l  those in  pa in ,  and  12 

when  our  commun i t i es  a re  con f ron ted  w i th  ga ngs ,  13 

i ns tab i l i t y  and  f i nanc ia l  chaos ,  you  w i l l  be  14 

faced w i th  an  unpreceden ted c r is is ,  and e f fo r t s  15 

to  ban  syn the t i c  mar i j uana  or  en fo rce  drug  16 

dea l ing  w i l l  have l i t t le  o r  no  e f fec t  becau se we  17 

w i l l  no t  be  here  to  teach preven t ion  o r  cop ing  18 

sk i l l s  o r  t rea t  these peop le .   We wi l l  a l l  watch  19 

the  drug  ep idemic  take  more  l i ves .   And wha t  i s  20 

most  d ishear ten ing  i s  tha t  t h i s  can be  thwa r ted .   21 

 We imp lo re  you to  do  wha t  i s  r igh t  f o r  22 

every  res iden t  i n  th is  county ,  t ogethe r ,  w i thout  23 

any  po l i t i ca l  rhe tor ic  o r  ban ter ing ,  bu t  to  do  24 

what  i s  r i gh t  f o r  your  ch i ld ren ,  f o r  you r  25 
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ne ighbors ,  and fo r  eve ry  communi ty ;  p ro tec t  the  2 

r i gh t  l i gh t  camera  l eg is la t i on .  3 

 I  have  been a  p roud res ident  o f  th is  4 

coun ty  fo r  my  en t i re  l i f e .   H owever ,  t oday ,  I  am 5 

p ro found ly  saddened tha t  t h i s  i s  t he  bes t  t ha t  we 6 

can do .  I  have a lways  be l i eve d  tha t  we  a re  a l l  7 

capab le  o f  mak ing  a  d i f f e rence  in  the  wor ld  i f  we 8 

a re  fa i r ,  hones t ,  k ind ,  and compass ionate ,  and  9 

ma in ta in  our  commi tmen t  to  o thers .   I  wou ld  10 

imp lore  you to  do  the  same;  make  a  rea l  11 

d i f f e rence  today .   I f  you  cannot ,  today  w i l l  be  12 

the  beg inn ing  o f  a  very  b leak  new chap te r  f o r  13 

everyone  who  ca l l s  Nassau Coun ty  the i r  home .  14 

 Thank you.  15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Pa t  Boy le .  16 

 MR.  BOYLE:    H i .   Most  o f  the  th ings  have 17 

a l ready  been  sa id ,  as  fa r  as  the  techn ica l  par t  18 

o f  t h i s  goes .   I  k ind  o f  wan t  to  ta l k  to  yo u  a  19 

l i t t le  b i t  abou t  you .  20 

 One o f  t he  th ings  tha t  eve rybody  does  is  21 

they  a l l  have  pa r t s  o f  t he i r  j obs  tha t  t hey  can ' t  22 

s tand do ing  and  tha t  i nc ludes  a l l  o f  us .   F o r  23 

example ,  I  know Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a ,  you  come 24 

to  our  go l f  ou t i ng  eve ry  yea r  and you ge t  a  25 
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chance  to  see  a  bunch o f  t ee  s igns  ou t  t her e  and  2 

every th ing  e l se  ou t  there ;  I  ha te  go ing  a f t e r  3 

those tee  s igns .   I  can ' t  s tand i t .   I  ha te  do ing  4 

i t .   The re  a re  o ther  par ts  o f  my  job ,  too ,  t ha t  I  5 

rea l l y  don ' t  l i ke .   Thankfu l l y ,  most  o f  i t  I  do .   6 

I  wou ld  be  w i l l i ng  to  be t  tha t  you ,  as  7 

i nd i v idua ls  up  the re ,  ha te  the  fac t  tha t  yo u  have 8 

to  be  ab le  to  come a f te r  us  every  s ing le  t i me.   9 

As  a  g roup  o f  t en  and as  a  g roup  o f  n ine ,  i t ' s  a  10 

l o t  eas ie r  t o  do .   But  as  ind i v idua ls ,  I  co u ld  11 

no t  look  one  o f  you in  the  face  up  the re  and  12 

th ink  tha t  you ' re  en joy ing  do ing  wha t  you ' r e  13 

do ing  to  us  r igh t  now.  14 

 What 's  go ing  to  happen  on Ju l y  1s t  i s  15 

someth ing  tha t  each and every  one o f  you  ar e  16 

go ing  to  have  to  s i t  down a t  n igh t  and  say  to  17 

yourse l f ,  wha t  the  heck  d id  I  do  and  why  d id  I  18 

have  to  do  i t ?  19 

 One o f  t he  th ings  tha t  you ' re  do ing  is  20 

you ' re  go ing  to  repea l  t h i s  red  l i gh t  law.   Th is  21 

was ou r  on ly  oppor tun i ty .   And  the  horse  ha s  been 22 

beaten  dead a l ready ;  I  won ' t  keep go ing  w i t h  i t .   23 

Bu t  tha t  was  ou r  on l y  oppor tun i t y  to  have a  24 

des ignated  s t ream o f  f und ing  tha t  wou ld  be  t he re  25 
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fo r  us ,  year  a f te r  yea r ,  and now you ' re  r ipp ing  2 

i t  r igh t  ou t  f rom under  ou r  fee t .   As  a  gro up,  3 

ten  and n ine ,  i t ' s  okay .   We have to  do  wha t  we 4 

have  to  do .   As  ind i v idua ls ,  each one o f  you  5 

l ook ing  each  one  o f  you in  the  face ,  i s  tha t  wha t  6 

you rea l l y  want  to  do?  7 

 Do  you  wan t ,  on  Ju ly  1 ,  ou r  ch i l d ren  - -  8 

ou r  ch i l d ren ,  each  and  eve ry  i nd iv idua l  one  o f  9 

you,  t o  have  nowhere  to  go?  Jus t  in  E lmont  10 

a lone,  250  k ids  in  a  summer  p rog ram -  no ,  ou t  on  11 

the  s t ree t .   Ou t  on  the  s t ree t  f rom 9  a .m.  t o  12 

5 :30  p .m.   What  a re  you go ing  to  do?   The y oung 13 

peop le  who  we  h i re  fo r  t hose  p rograms who a ren ' t  14 

go ing  to  be  h i red  th is  yea r ,  wha t  a re  you g o ing  15 

to  do?   The 800  k ids  a f te r  t ha t ,  i n  a f te r -sc hoo l  16 

p rog rams  tha t  you ' ve  heard  me  ta lk  about  10  17 

m i l l ion  t imes ,  wha t  a re  they  go ing  to  do?  Which  18 

one o f  t he i r  faces  a re  you  go ing  to  see in  you r  19 

m ind  tha t  says  I  d id  the  wrong  th ing?  I  re pea led  20 

th is  l aw .   I  never  shou ld  have  done i t .   Wh y  d id  21 

I  do  tha t?    Th ink  about  i t .   Th ink  abou t  i t  as  22 

i nd i v idua ls .   What  a re  we go ing  to  do  to  ma ke i t  23 

work?  24 

 Thank you.  25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Boswor th .  2 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    Thank  you .   Thank  3 

you,  Mr .  Boy le .   You  say  tha t  we 've  seen  yo u  so  4 

many  t imes .   Ac tua l l y ,  when we  were  in  the  5 

ma jo r i t y  we saw you a  lo t .   F rank l y ,  haven ' t  seen 6 

you so  much la te ly .  7 

 MR.  BOYLE:    I  r ea l l y  w ish  you  d idn ' t  8 

b r ing  tha t  up .   Here 's  the  bo t tom l i ne .   An d  I ' ve  9 

exp la ined to  th i s  to  o ther  l eg is la to rs  as  w e l l ,  10 

too .  11 

 When  we rece ived  a  th ree  percent  cu t  12 

recent ly ,  and  i t ' s  j us t  th is  yea r  tha t  you 13 

haven ' t  seen  me,  supposed ly .   I ' ve  been her e  14 

sneak ing  a round .   You obv ious l y  don ' t  look .  15 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    Wel l ,  sneak ing  16 

a round  i s  d i f fe ren t  f rom get t i ng  up  and spe ak ing .  17 

 MR.  BOYLE:    Here ' s  what .   I 'm  go ing  to  18 

te l l  you  wha t  happened .   When  th ree  pe rcent  i s  19 

be ing  cu t  f rom your  budget ,  somet imes you ha ve  to  20 

s i t  back  and  say  wha t  abou t  the  200 peop le  tha t  21 

j us t  go t  l a id  o f f .   Am I  go ing  to  look  l i ke  a  22 

foo l  f o r  ask ing  fo r  th ree  pe rcen t  more  when  23 

somebody  i s  coming  up  he re  and  te l l i ng  you t ha t  24 

they  can ' t  pay  the i r  mor tgage  and can ' t  fee d  25 
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the i r  k ids?    That 's  no t  where  I 'm  coming f rom on 2 

these th ings .   And  I  don ' t  wan t  to  j us t i f y  i t  by  3 

hav ing  to  do  tha t .   Bu t  tha t ' s  why  I  wasn ' t  he re .  4 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    Okay .   So  tha t ' s  5 

an  answer .   But  I  wou ld  a l so  l i ke  to  say  tha t  I 'm 6 

do ing  the  r i gh t  th ing .   So  when you say  am I  7 

go ing  to  be  ab le  to  go  to  s leep a t  n igh t  kn owing  8 

tha t  I ' ve  done the  r igh t  t h ing?  You  can  be  bes t  9 

we l l  assured  tha t  I  w i l l .  10 

 MR.  BOYLE:    Good.   Good .  11 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    Becaus e  I  be l ieve  12 

so  s t rong ly  tha t  whe ther  you ' re  in  the  majo r i t y ,  13 

whethe r  you ' re  i n  the  mino r i t y ,  we  a re  a l l  here .   14 

And i f  we don ' t  look  ou t  f o r  our  you th  and we 15 

don ' t  look  a t  f o r  those who a re  need ,  who i s  16 

go ing  to?  17 

 One o f  t he  th ings  tha t  we are  e lec ted  to  18 

do  i s  to  speak ou t  f o r  t hose  who  perhaps  ca n ' t  19 

speak ou t  fo r  t hemse lves .   And  I  t h ink  we a l l  20 

need  to  speak  abou t  tha t .  21 

 MR.  BOYLE:    I  agree  w i th  you .   And,  22 

good ,  I 'm g lad  you  see  tha t .   And I 'm g lad  tha t  23 

what  I  sa id  made  you  a  l i t t l e  b i t  mad about  i t ,  24 

because we  got ta  ge t  mad .   We  go t ta  do  somet h ing .   25 
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 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    I  was  mad  before .   2 

Bu t  ce r ta in l y  your  comments  were  we lcome.  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Ford .  4 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Pat ,  i t ' s  Den ise  Fo rd .   5 

And I  want  to  thank  you fo r  coming  down.   I  th ink  6 

tha t  you ' re  very  e loquen t ,  as  a lways .  7 

 Th is  i s  a  tough  day .   You know,  and i t ' s  8 

no t  someth ing  tha t  any  o f  us  a re  l ook ing  fo rward  9 

to  a t  a l l .   Bu t ,  as  you know,  I  don ' t  l i ke  our  10 

backs  to  be  aga ins t  the  wa l l .   For  a l l  o f  u s ,  11 

l i ke ,  everyone - -  l i ke ,  ou r  youth ,  our  sen io rs ,  12 

ou r  employees ,  eve rybody  i s  ve ry ,  ve ry  impo r tan t  13 

to  a l l  o f  us .   But  i t ' s  been  sa id  t ime  and t ime 14 

aga in  tha t  even  in  the  wors t  o f  t imes - -  and  I  15 

s i t  up  here  and  I  don ' t  a lways  agree  w i th  e ven  my 16 

own s ide ,  you  know,  tha t  - -  t he  s ide  tha t  I  s i t  17 

on .   But  I  have  to  say ,  in  the  n ine  years  t ha t  18 

I ' ve  been in  th i s  o f f i ce ,  we ' ve  had ou r  19 

d i sagreements  even  w i th  the  democra ts ,  and,  a t  20 

t imes i t  a lmost  bo rdered  somet imes  on  b lood y .   21 

Bu t  I  have  to  say  tha t  when push  came to  sh ove ,  22 

maybe we  d idn ' t  be l i eve  ph i lo soph ica l l y  in  s ome 23 

th ings ,  we  d id  fee l  tha t  i t  was  ve ry ,  ve ry  24 

impor tan t  tha t  we cont inue  w i th  the  bond ing ,  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  68 Full Legislature – 5-21-12 

espec ia l l y  w i th  the  tax  ce r t s ,  j us t  as  a l l  o f  you  2 

a re  he re  and  you ' re  ask ing  us  fo r  cont inue to  3 

suppor t  and no t  move  the  red  l igh t  camera  mo ney 4 

ou t  o f  t he  ded ica ted  fund and  pu t  i t  i n to  t he  5 

genera l  fund .    6 

 The rea l i t y  i s  t ha t  we  a lso  h ave  peop le  7 

on  the  o ther  s ide  tha t  I ' ve  rece ived  numero us  8 

phone ca l l s  f rom res iden ts  i n  my  a rea  tha t  a re  9 

wa i t ing ,  you  know,  fo r  t he i r  t ax  re funds .   You  10 

know,  they  have  won the i r  g r i evances .   They  are  11 

wa i t ing  fo r  t h i s  money .   The re  a re  some tha t  a re  12 

a l ready  be ing  b i l l ed  by  the  company tha t  th ey  13 

h i red  to  g r i eve  the i r  assessment .   So  they  m ay  be 14 

ge t t ing ,  say ,  $5 ,000 ,  bu t  they  now a re  be in g  to ld  15 

tha t  t hey  have to  pay  $2500 t o  th i s  company ,  and  16 

tha t  company  wan ts  the i r  money  now.   We hav e  17 

smal l  bus inesses  tha t  a re  a l so  wa i t i ng  fo r  t he i r  18 

money.   You know,  we ' re  look ing  a t  sma l l  19 

bus inesses .   Jus t  as  we ' re  a f ra id  o f  our  yo u th  20 

agenc ies  go ing  under  and  no t  be ing  ab le  to  t ake  21 

ca re  o f  ou r  young peop le ,  we ' re  a l so  l ook in g  a t  22 

some sma l l  bus inesses  tha t  a re  a lso  fac ing  23 

c los ing  the i r  doors .   Peop le  l os ing  the i r  j obs ,  24 

i n  wha teve r  serv ices  tha t  they  a re  p rov id in g  to  25 
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the  commun i t y .  2 

 Th is  i s  a  ve ry ,  ve ry  ser ious  bad  3 

s i tua t ion .   Even  - -  and we ' l l  f i nd  ou t  l a te r .   4 

Even  i f  we  do  say ,  you  know what?   We ' re  go ing  to  5 

keep  the  red  l i gh t  camera  money where  i t  i s ,  i t  6 

s t i l l  i s  someth ing  tha t  i f  t he  l awyers  deem  - -  7 

Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo  was  t ry ing  to  exp la in  tha t .   8 

That  we have  these  judgmen ts ,  tha t  we have t hese  9 

l awyers  tha t  a re  say ing  they  wen t  to  cou r t  and  10 

the  judges  sa id  you have  to  pay  th is  $41  mi l l i on  11 

now and the  l awyers  can a t tach  - -  and we  ca n  ge t  12 

th is  f rom the  exper t s  - -  t ha t  they  can  a t tac h  13 

these funds .   I f  t hey  do  dec ide  tha t  t hey  w ant  14 

to ,  even  i f  i t  i s  a  ded ica ted  fund ing  sourc e ,  to  15 

the  youth  se rv i ces  fo r  t he  red  l igh t  camera ,  t hey  16 

can a t tach  tha t  money as  we l l .  17 

 So ,  what  we a re  look ing  fo r  - -  and  18 

Leg is la to r  Denenberg  even sa id ,  tha t  beh ind  th is  19 

$41 mi l l ion ,  the re 's  even more  money  tha t  we ' re  20 

go ing  to  have  to  come up  w i th  bond ing .   And  we ' re  21 

go ing  to  have  to  make su re  - -  because i f  we  don ' t  22 

bond  i t  and we don ' t  pay  i t  back ,  i t ' s  go in g  to  23 

come out  f rom somewhere  and i t ' s  go ing  to  c ome 24 

ou t  f rom tha t  genera l  fund .   Not  on l y  w i l l  our  25 
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agenc ies  and  a l l  o f  the  se rv i ces  tha t  we  ha ve 2 

th is  money  to  p rov ide  fo r ,  bu t  we ' re  a lso  l ook ing  3 

a t  a  l o t  more  employees los ing  the i r  j obs .   Th is  4 

i s  t he  ser iousness .  5 

 We ' re  ask ing  tha t ,  i n  the  pas t ,  where  we  6 

have  a lways  agreed  w i th  the  bond ing ,  t h i s  i s  why  7 

we ' re  say ing  tha t  today  is  ve ry ,  very  key ,  t ha t  8 

we  need to  have  the  bond ing .   We do no t  wan t  to  9 

see any  o f  ou r  you th  serv i ces ,  any  o f  ou r  s en ior  10 

se rv ices  be  s topped.   Bu t  we  a lso  want  to  m ake  11 

su re  tha t  ou r  res idents  ge t  t he  money tha t  t hey  12 

a re  owed .    13 

 Bu t ,  t hank  you.  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  W ink .  15 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Good morn ing .   I  want  16 

to  thank  the  speakers  fo r  be ing  he re  th i s  17 

morn ing .   Le t ' s  pu t  th is  i n  a  l i t t le  b i t  o f  18 

contex t ,  i f  we can .  19 

 What  you ' re  be ing  asked to  do  today  is  t o  20 

pay  fo r  overspend ing  on  the  pa r t  o f  the  21 

admin i s t ra t i on  i n  2011 ,  no t  i n  2012.   In  20 11.   22 

On  March  28  o f  t h i s  year ,  Compt ro l le r  Marag os pu t  23 

ou t  a  p ress  re lease in  wh ich  he  tou ted  the  fac t  24 

tha t  Nassau Coun ty  was  go ing  to  end the  yea r  w i th  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  71 Full Legislature – 5-21-12 

a  budgetary  surp lus .   There  shou ld  have been  a  2 

huge  as ter isk  a t  t he  end  o f  t h is  who le  th in g .   I n  3 

fac t ,  ha l f  way  down,  Mr .  Maragos '  p ress  re l ease 4 

says  the  above un-aud i ted  res u l t s  may be  imp ac ted  5 

by  the  t rea tmen t  o f  $43.1  mi l l ion  in  acc rue d  6 

shor t - te rm tax  cer t i o rar i  expenses  aga ins t  t he  7 

coun ty 's  cap i ta l  f und.   The admin i s t ra t i on  has  8 

represen ted  the re  is  su f f i c i en t  bond  9 

au thor iza t ion  rema in ing  as  o f  the  year  end i ng  10 

December  31 ,  2011,  w i th  wh ich  to  i ssue  the  bonds  11 

tha t  w i l l  fund th i s  expense,  and  the  12 

admin i s t ra t i on  i n tends  to  reques t  tha t  t he  County  13 

Leg is la tu re  approve a  supp lementa l  app ropr i a t i on  14 

i n  the  amoun t  o f  t he  acc rua l .  15 

 Long  s to ry  shor t ,  lad ies  and  gen t lemen ,  16 

th is  admin is t ra t ion  overspen t  by  $43  m i l l io n  and  17 

they ' re  now ask ing  you  to  pay  fo r  i t .   Okay ?   18 

Even  i f  th is  bond ing  took  p lace  and even  i f ,  19 

under  the  mos t  benef ic ia l  o f  c i r cums tances ,  NIFA  20 

sa id  okay ,  f i ne ,  go  fo rward  w i th  i t ,  you  ar e  a l l  21 

my  w i tness ,  we wou ld  be  he re  i n  th ree  month ' s  22 

t ime ,  maybe fou r ,  maybe i t  wou ld  l as t  un t i l  23 

budget  hea r ings  in  Sep tember ,  bu t  we  wou ld  be  24 

he re  aga in  no t  f o r  you r  cu ts  to  cove r  2011,  bu t  25 
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fo r  your  cu ts  to  cover  the  res t  o f  2012 and  fo r  2 

your  cu ts  to  cover  2013.   Th i s  i s  a  revo lv i ng  3 

door  here .   Th i s  i s  a  ca rouse l  t ha t  we ' re  a l l  on .   4 

Th is  admin is t ra t ion  is  ask ing  fo r  $40 mi l l i on  5 

wor th  o f  bond ing  today  to  avo id  cu ts ;  they ' re  6 

go ing  to  be  ask ing  fo r  i t  aga in ,  and  aga in ,  and 7 

aga in .   So  le t ' s  be  ve ry  c lea r  about  th i s .   Th is  8 

i s  no t  t he  end;  th is  i sn ' t  even the  beg inn i ng  o f  9 

the  end.   Th i s  i s  ba re ly  the  end  o f  the  beg inn ing  10 

w i th  a l l  o f  t h i s .  11 

 We a re  a l l  go ing  to  be  fac ing  th is .   And  12 

the  f i rs t  th ing  we  can  do  to  s tand  up  to  th i s  i s  13 

to  make su re  tha t  revenue s t ream tha t  we  14 

ded ica ted  fo r  t hese red  l i gh t  cameras  remai ns  15 

ded ica ted  fo r  t ha t  purpose .  16 

 MR.  BOYLE:    I f  I  cou ld  jus t  respond  to  17 

tha t  qu i ck ly .   W i th  a l l  due respec t ,  wh ich  I  ha te  18 

s ta r t i ng  ou t  w i th ,  t he  bo t tom l i ne  i s  we  wo n ' t  be  19 

l ook ing  a t  t h is  in  2012 to  be  ab le  to  make up fo r  20 

cu ts  i n  2012 ,  and we  won ' t  be  look ing  a t  th i s  to  21 

make  up cu ts  in  2013 ,  because  we ' re  no t  go i ng  to  22 

be  here .   The  bo t tom l ine  is  we ' re  gone a f t e r  23 

th is .   Ju l y  1 ,  boom,  boom,  boom -  no  more  y outh  24 

board ,  no  more  you th  p rograms ,  no  more  no th ing .   25 
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I  lose  an  add i t i ona l  $400,000  on  top  o f  the  2 

coun ty  money  because  I  won ' t  be  ab le  to  hav e  3 

ma tch ing  funds  to  be  ab le  to  ge t  t he  o ther  m oney .   4 

Gone .   Gone.   No  more .   Wave  goodbye .   Pat  won ' t  5 

be  back  he re  aga in .   The re 's  no  reason  to .   6 

Rea l ize  tha t  th i s  i s  i t .  7 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Pat ,  my  po in t  s imp ly  8 

i s  even i f  we  le t  th is  happen  today ,  even i f  we 9 

pu t  the  bond ing  th rough today ,  you ' re  go ing  to  be  10 

fac ing  ex t inc t i on  each  and  ev e ry  t ime th is  t h ing  11 

comes up .  12 

 MR.  BOYLE:    So  why wou ld  nex t  yea r  be  13 

d i f f e ren t  than th i s  year?  14 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Pat ,  I  unders tand  a l l  15 

o f  t ha t ,  Pat .   Bu t  t he  fac t  rema ins  tha t  we  are  16 

i n  a  pos i t ion  r i gh t  now where  we  can  keep y ou 17 

guys  who le ,  we  can  keep tha t  f und ing  i n  p lac e ,  we 18 

can keep  tha t  f und ing  ded ica ted .   I t  doesn ' t  need 19 

to  come to  th is .   That 's  t he  way  you  surv iv e ,  no t  20 

by  coming begg ing  fo r  $40 mi l l ion  wor th  o f  21 

bo r row ing  today .   And,  by  the  way,  t he re 's  22 

anothe r  $114  mi l l i on  on  th is  ca lendar  today ,  as  23 

we l l ,  in  add i t i on  to  the  40  m i l l ion .  24 

 Th is ,  un fo r tuna te l y ,  i s  no t  go ing  to  end  25 
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today ,  and  i t ' s  no t  go ing  to  end  we l l ,  a t  t he  2 

ra te  th ings  a re  go ing ,  i f  th i s  admin is t ra t i on  3 

cont inues  to  fo rce  th i s  i ssue  and to  make y ou 4 

guys  the  scapegoats  fo r  i t .  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Becke r .  6 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    I  don ' t  know i f  i t ' s  7 

wor th  speak ing  because  the  app lause cons is t en t ly  8 

goes  to  the  o the r  s ide  o f  the  a i s le ,  by  pu t t ing  9 

the  - -  10 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    I  d idn ' t  rea l i ze  tha t  11 

we ' re  do ing  th i s  fo r  t he  app lause,  F ran .  12 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    Wel l ,  I 'm  ta l k ing  13 

abou t  the  app lause  o f  the  aud ience .   S i t t in g  up  14 

he re  you  see  the  app lause go ing  to  the  o the r  s ide  15 

o f  t he  a is le .    16 

 I  fee l  i t  bea rs  repeat ing  once  aga in .   17 

The Democra ts  were  i n  charge  e igh t  yea rs ,  p lus  18 

two,  ten  yea rs ,  and because o f  t he i r  i ncomp e tence 19 

and the  mismanagement  o f  t he i r  admin is t ra t i on ,  20 

$310  m i l l i on  th i s  Coun ty  i s  i n  deb t .   So  wh a t  21 

we ' re  t r y ing  to  do  i s  f i x  the  mess  tha t  the y  l e f t  22 

beh ind .  23 

 I  app laud ou r  coun ty  execu t i ve  fo r  24 

work ing  day  and  n igh t ,  ba lanc ing  the  budget ,  t o  25 
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f i x  the  abso lu te  mess tha t  t hey  le f t ,  and,  o f  2 

course ,  they ' re  work ing  aga ins t  us  each and  every  3 

s tep  o f  the  way .  4 

 They  h ide  beh ind  the  fac t  - -  we l l ,  we 5 

want  th i s  ded ica ted  fund ;  I  suppor ted  tha t  and  6 

cont inue  to  suppor t  tha t .   Bu t  t he re 's  on ly  one 7 

bo t tom l ine  here ,  and I  w ish  tha t  a l l  the  p eop le  8 

i n  the  aud ience  who are  app laud ing  so  hear t ed l y  9 

fo r  them had  ca l led  the i r  o f f i ces  day  in  an d  day  10 

ou t  to  t ry  to  conv ince  them the  bo t tom l ine  he re  11 

i s  i f  they  vo te  fo r  the  bond ing ,  t oday ,  tom or row,  12 

whenever  we need  i t ,  because  o f  the  mess  th ey  13 

l e f t  beh ind ,  they  vo te  fo r  t he  bond ing  and th i s  14 

a l l  goes  away .   I t  abso lu te l y  a l l  goes  away .  15 

 The concep t  tha t  t hey  are  t r y ing  to  se l l  16 

to  you  i s ,  oh ,  you ' re  go ing  to  be  he ld  hos t age  17 

each  and  eve ry  t ime th is  occu rs .   I t  wasn ' t  us  18 

tha t  eve r  sa id  when we  were  be ing  red i s t r i c ted  by  19 

them tha t ,  ah ,  we weren ' t  go ing  to  bond fo r  them 20 

un t i l  we  go t  the  d is t r i c ts  we  wanted .   Th is  i s  21 

the  most  i nc red ib le ,  d isappo in t i ng  s i t ua t io n  I ' ve  22 

ever  exper ienced  here  in  the  l eg is la tu re  and ,  in  23 

l i ke ,  po l i t i cs .   When the  o the r  s ide  o f  the  a i s le  24 

says  un t i l  we  ge t  the  d i s t r i c t s  we  wan t  o r  t h ings  25 
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go  the  way  we  want  them,  we ' re  no t  p rov id in g  any  2 

bond ing  fo r  t he  coun ty .   I ' ve  neve r  seen  po l i t i cs  3 

come in to  p lay  here  as  i t  i s  on  the  o the r  s i de  o f  4 

the  a i s le .   They  cer ta in ly  shou ld  be  ashame d o f  5 

themse lves .   I f  th is  occurs  and they  vo te  d own  6 

the  bond ing ,  th i s  w i l l  be  the  lowest  day  in  my  7 

exper ience  he re  as  a  county  l eg i s la to r  ever ,  when 8 

we  cou ldn ' t  work  togethe r  to  th i s  po in t  to  save 9 

the  youth  agenc ies .  10 

 When  I  wa lk  away  today ,  i f  t h i s  bond ing  11 

doesn ' t  occu r  - -  you  may  want  to  app laud  aga ins t  12 

me ,  boo me  as  you ' ve  booed  some o f  us .   The  13 

bo t tom l ine  i s  i t  w i l l  be  the i r  respons ib i l i t y  14 

fo r  no t  pass ing  the  bond  and  a l l ow  us  to  co n t inue 15 

to  p rov ide  the  you th  serv i ces  the i r  money.   Boo 16 

me ,  don ' t  app laud me ,  bu t  tha t ' s  t he  bo t tom  l i ne ,  17 

whethe r  you can  accept  tha t  f ac t  o r  no t .  18 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Joseph  Smi th .  19 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    That ' s  rea l l y  20 

n i ce .  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Joe  Smi th .    22 

 MR.  SMITH:    I 'm  go ing  to  kee p  my remarks  23 

ra ther  b r i e f .   Mos t  o f  wha t  needs to  be  sa i d  I  24 

th ink  has  a l ready  been  sa id .   These are  25 
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incred ib ly  - -  i t ' s  an  incred i b le  t ragedy  tha t  2 

we ' re  fac ing  w i th  th is  s i t ua t i on  here .  3 

 Back  i n  2009 ,  th is  l eg is la tu re  ac ted  4 

bo ld ly  and  came up  w i th  a  c rea t i ve  so lu t ion  to  5 

what  has  been  an  h is to r i c  abe r ra t i on ,  tha t  i s  6 

cons ider ing  the  v i ta l  se rv ices  fo r  you th  an d  7 

sen iors ,  peop le  su f fe r ing  f rom d rug and a lc oho l  8 

dependency ,  peop le  su f fe r i ng  w i th  menta l  i l l ness ,  9 

t rea t i ng  them as  d isc re t iona ry ,  as  th row-awa ys .   10 

Th is  l eg is la tu re  came up  w i th  a  c rea t i ve  so lu t ion  11 

to  tha t ,  c rea t i ng  a  des ignated  s t ream o f  fu nds  12 

tha t  wou ld  p ro tec t  t hose  serv i ces  in  good t imes 13 

and bad,  tha t  wou ld  pro tec t  t hose se rv ices  and  14 

ensu re  tha t  t hey  were  no t  cons idered  15 

d i sc re t i onary .  16 

 You made  a  dec i s ion  then  tha t  you wou ld  17 

p r io r i t i ze  these  serv i ces ,  t ha t  you wou ld  18 

p r io r i t i ze  those  va lues ,  t he  va lues  tha t  ma ke 19 

Nassau  County  the  grea t  p lace  tha t  i t  once was .   20 

And so  today  we ' re  l ook ing  a t  an  abd ica t ion  o f  21 

tha t ,  an  e l im ina t i on  o f  tha t  bo th  so lu t i on  22 

because we  a re  fac ing  d i f f i cu l t  t imes.   But  tha t  23 

was the  ve ry  pu rpose ,  tha t  was  the  very  pur pose 24 

beh ind  you r  dec i s ion  to  make  th i s  a  des igna ted  25 
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s t ream o f  revenue.   So  I  have  on ly  a  coup le  o f  2 

ques t i ons .  3 

 One.   I f  i t  was  a  good  so lu t i on  then ,  why 4 

i sn ' t  i t  a  good  so lu t i on  now?   Why ,  i f  i t  w as  the  5 

c rea t i ve  so lu t i on  then ,  why shou ld  i t  be  6 

abandoned today?  7 

 You have  a  cho ice  to  make;  you  can  8 

cont inue  to  p r i o r i t i ze  the  va lues  tha t  you 9 

p r io r i t i zed  i n  2009,  you  can  say ,  you know wha t?   10 

Th is  i s  the  one  sec tor  - -  wha t  o ther  sec tor  in  11 

th is  county  has  taken i t se l f  o f f  t he  genera l  f und 12 

en t i re ly ,  en t i re ly?    13 

 The red  l i gh t  camera  money  was  in tended 14 

to  make up  fo r  l osses ,  t o  p reven t  cu ts .   In  15 

rea l i t y ,  i t  has  rep laced  wha t  was genera l  f und  16 

revenue tha t  was  p rov ided to  suppor t  t hese 17 

p rog rams .   I 'm go ing  to  use  the  f i gu re  o f  18 

approx imate l y  $15 mi l l ion .   That  was  the re  be fore  19 

red  l i gh t  camera  revenue ,  p rov ided  th rough 20 

genera l  fund  revenue .   Tha t  was taken away.   Tha t  21 

genera l  fund  revenue  tha t  had  been  used to  22 

suppor t  these  p rog rams  has  been used  each y ear  23 

subsequent ly  to  underwr i te  o ther  cos ts  i n  N assau  24 

Coun ty .   So,  ou r  sec to r ,  t he  human  serv i ces  25 
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sec tor  has  - -  2 

 FEMALE VOICE:    Your  th ree  m inutes  a re  3 

up .  4 

 MR.  SMITH:   a lways  con t r ibu ted  $15  5 

m i l l ion  a  yea r  toward  the  cou n ty 's  f inanc ia l  6 

pos i t i on .   Now we ' re  be ing  to ld  tha t  we ' re  go ing  7 

to  take  the  rep lacemen t  money ,  t he  ded ica te d  8 

s t ream o f  funds  tha t  you  so  bo ld ly  earmarke d  fo r  9 

th is  purpose ,  and we ' re  go ing  to  take  tha t  away 10 

as  we l l .   Wha t  o ther  sec to r  has  had tha t  oc cur?   11 

So  tha t ' s  the  nex t  ques t ion .  12 

 The f i na l  ques t i on  i s  th is .   And  I  ask  13 

th is  ques t ion  o f  Mr .  Schmi t t  and  I  ask  th is  14 

ques t ion  o f  Mr .  Ab rahams.   I s  th is  doomsday ?   And 15 

each  o f  them,  i nd i v idua l ly ,  separa te ly ,  sa id  yes ,  16 

th is  i s  doomsday .   And  so  my  las t  ques t i on  i s  17 

th is .   I f  each o f  you,  who  have been  e lec te d  by  18 

the  peop le  o f  Nassau  County  to  rep resent  th e i r  19 

w ishes ,  to  represent  the i r  we l l  be ing ,  t o  be  the  20 

l eaders ,  t o  make  the  bo ld  dec i s ions .   I f  th i s  i s  21 

fac ing  doomsday ,  how do you leave th is  room  22 

w i thou t  a  so lu t i on  tha t  p reven ts  i t?   That ' s  my 23 

las t  ques t ion .  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Ford .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Joe .   Joe  Smi th .   You  2 

can see me  over  he re .   You ' re  r i gh t .   How d o  we 3 

l eave he re  w i th  th is  t ype  o f  doomsday scena r io?  4 

 I  th ink  - -  and  a  l o t  o f  t imes  I  hear  5 

peop le  ca l l  ou t  f rom the  aud ience tha t  we s hou ld  6 

a l l  wo rk  toge the r ,  bo th  s ides .   We a re ,  w i t hou t  a  7 

doub t ,  d iv ided very  po l i t i ca l l y  up  here .   I  have  8 

sa id  t ime and  t ime  aga in  tha t  I  am w i l l i ng  to  9 

meet  w i th  anyone ,  to  mee t  w i th  anybody .   I ' ve  10 

ex tended  an inv i ta t i on  to  tho se on  the  o the r  11 

s ide ,  tha t  we  do  t ry  to  move  away f rom our  12 

po l i t i ca l  s ides  and rea l l y ,  t ru l y  work  on  t he  13 

gove rnmenta l  s ides .   Tha t ,  t o  see whethe r  o r  no t  14 

we  need a  co re  g roup  o f  us  to  s i t  toge ther ,  on  15 

bo th  s ides ,  repub l icans  and democra ts ,  t o  r ea l l y  16 

t ru l y  say  wha t  do  we  need to  do?   How do  we  17 

ach ieve  to  be  ab le  to  keep  th i s  coun ty  runn ing ,  18 

to  keep a l l  o f  t he  serv i ces  be ing  o f fe red ,  and  19 

maybe jus t  w i thout  hav ing  po l i t i ca l  leaders  20 

b rea th ing  down our  necks ,  to  be  ab le  to  say  what  21 

rea l l y  i s  the  bes t  answer  to  a l l  o f  th is?   M aybe  22 

we  need to  l ook  a t  t h i s  and maybe to  work  w i th  23 

the  coun ty  execu t i ve  qu ie t l y  t o  say  what  24 

i n fo rmat ion  do  we need?  Wha t ' s  be ing  w i thh e ld  25 
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f rom us  and how can we  keep th is  f rom be ing  a  2 

doomsday  today?  3 

 Fo r  me ,  I  th ink  tha t  we rea l l y  have to  4 

move  away f rom our  comfo r tab le  se l ves  and g e t  5 

i n to  an  uncomfo r tab le  s i tua t i on  and f i na l l y  say  6 

i f  we a l l  can ' t  wo rk  togethe r ,  t hen we  m igh t  as  7 

we l l  l e t  eve ry th ing  fa i l .  8 

 Bu t ,  I  t hank  you .  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Denenberg .  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Joe .   Joe .   Mr .  11 

Smi th ,  j us t  s tay  the re .   To  answer  you r  que s t i on ,  12 

i t  was  doomsday  in  2009,  j us t  l i ke  i t s  doom sday 13 

now.   That  source  o f  revenue ,  the  red  l i gh t  14 

camera  revenue,  was ded ica ted  in  a  b ipar t i s an  15 

way,  when I  was  in  the  major i t y ,  t o  the  you th  16 

board  agenc ies ,  to  ho ld  them who le  a t  tha t  t ime 17 

and to  never  have to  do  what  you ' re  do ing  t oday  18 

aga in .   So  my  answer  when i t  was  doomsday w as you 19 

dese rve  tha t  fund ing .   Even be fo re  today ,  y ou ' ve  20 

sa id  i t  -  tha t  f und ing  was  su pposed to  no t  j us t  21 

ho ld  you  who le ,  bu t  to  go  to  avo id  those  cu ts .   22 

There ' s  neve r  been  an accoun t ing .   The  red  l igh t  23 

camera  money  has  been to ta l l y  ded ica ted  now ,  24 

w i thou t  even  th i s  leg i s la to r  speak ing ,  desp i te  25 
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the  leg i s la t i on ,  as  the  on ly  sou rce  o f  reve nue  2 

fo r  the  cont rac t  agenc ies .   And i t ' s  more  t han  15  3 

m i l l ion ,  so  i t  hasn ' t  even  been a  fa i r  4 

accoun t ing .   Now i t ' s  be ing  taken away .  5 

 So ,  the  answer  was ,  when  i t  was  doomsday ,  6 

tha t  f und ing  was  the re  fo r  you .   And  even be fo re  7 

th is  vo te  tha t  money  has  been  a l lus i ve ,  in  te rms  8 

o f  wha t  the  agenc ies  shou ld  have  been ge t t i ng .   9 

And ins tead o f  t he  county  say ing  thank  you fo r  10 

say ing  no th ing ,  thank  you fo r  be ing  happy w i th  11 

j us t  t he  15  m i l l ion  and le t t i ng  us  use  the  r es t  12 

o f  t he  revenue f rom the  red  l i gh t  camera  fo r  t he  13 

genera l  fund ,  even  tha t ' s  be ing  taken away.   So 14 

you had one answer  i n  09 ,  c rea ted  du r ing  15 

doomsday ,  and  now the  answer  apparen t l y  i s  t ake  16 

i t  away.   Bu t  t ha t ' s  t he  wrong  answer .   You  17 

dese rve  tha t  money ,  pe r iod .  18 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Ford  has  a  19 

response .  20 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    My respons e  ac tua l l y  21 

wou ld  be  to  Leg is la to r  Denenberg .   Dave,  yo u  22 

b r ing  up  a  l o t  o f  impor tan t  t h ings ,  espec ia l l y  23 

w i th  2009,  a t  t ha t  t ime,  when  we  a l l  worked  24 

toge ther .   I  wou ld  say  to  you  tha t  no t  on ly  when  25 
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you th ink  about  the  agenc ies  and  the  serv ic es ,  2 

bu t  we ' re  a l so  l ook ing  a t  because o f  t he  mo ney  3 

and judgments  tha t  a re  go ing  to  be  he ld  aga ins t  4 

the  coun ty ,  t ha t  t he re 's  a  poss ib i l i t y  o f  5 

fu r l ough ing  a  l o t  o f  our  CSEA members .   Man y  6 

today ,  when I  was  dr iv ing  to  work  in  th i s  7 

ho r rendous  weather ,  in  the  s to rm,  the  ra in  j us t  8 

coming  down,  I  happened to  see  a  number  o f  t he  9 

employees work ing  a long L ido  Bou leva rd .   Wi th  the  10 

ra in  pou r ing  down on  them,  they  were  cu t t in g  the  11 

g rass  and they  were  c lean ing  up  debr is .   To  me ,  12 

when  I  l ook  a t  t he i r  devot ion  and the i r  13 

ded ica t i on  to  work ing  fo r  th i s  county ,  I  th ink  14 

tha t  we a l so  have to  take  a  l ook  a t  them an d  15 

remember  tha t  t hey ,  too ,  a lso  need  our  supp or t .  16 

 And I  wou ld  say  to  you  then,  a lso ,  t ha t  17 

maybe today ,  i f  we  can  mee t  and say  fo r  the  18 

bond ing  today ,  t o ,  l i ke ,  keep  th is  go ing ,  an d 19 

tha t  I  wou ld  be  w i l l ing  to  mee t  w i th  you  an d  20 

anyone  e lse  eve ry  s ing le  day  un t i l  we cou ld  come 21 

up  w i th  a  compromise  so  tha t  we are  neve r  i n  th i s  22 

po l i t i ca l  pa r t i san  bus iness  aga in ,  and  tha t  we  23 

make  sure  tha t  we a lways  work  toge ther  and we 24 

neve r  have  th i s  scenar io  aga in .  25 
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 I  ask  you,  Dave  - -  Dav id  - -  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I 'm g lad  they ' re  3 

c lapp ing  fo r  you .   But  you ' re  abou t  to  vo te  4 

aga ins t  them.   I  t h ink  tha t ' s  g rea t .   I 'm v o t i ng  5 

w i th  you  guys .   I 'm no t  vo t i ng  - -  6 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Dav id ,  look  a t  me .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    tha t  we can open  8 

up  un ion  con t rac ts  - -  9 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Dav id ,  I 'm  look ing  a t  10 

you.   Why don ' t  - -  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    and bo r row ing  12 

money is  - -  13 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    l ook  a t  me?  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    no t  revenue.   15 

N IFA wan ts  to  see 150 mi l l ion  - -  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  Denenberg ,  you ' re  17 

ou t  o f  o rder .  18 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    in  cu ts .  19 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    But  N IFA d idn ' t  say  20 

any th ing ,  even w i th  the  tax  ce r t s .   I t ' s  my  21 

unders tand ing  tha t  t hey  may a l so  suppor t  th e  22 

bond ing  fo r  the  tax  ce r t s .  23 

 Regard less ,  Dav id ,  even i f  we  do ,  say ,  24 

fo r  a rgument ' s  sake,  we do  keep the  ded ica t ed  25 
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funds  w i th in  the  red  l igh t  camera  money.   I s  2 

there  a  guarantee  tha t  t he  l awyers  and  the  j udges 3 

a re  no t  go ing  to  go  a f te r  tha t  money  and  th en 4 

f reeze  tha t  money as  we l l?   W hen  you  ta l k  ab ou t  5 

$41 mi l l ion  now - -  how can  yo u  say ,  because  you 6 

know tha t  the re  are  res idents  in  you r  a rea  tha t  7 

a re  wa i t ing  fo r  the i r  tax  re funds .   How is  i t ,  8 

then  - -  when  you  a lso  say  the re ' s  $400  m i l l i on  9 

more  tha t  we ' re  go ing  to  have  to  pay  back .   And 10 

i f  we don ' t  bond  tha t ,  wha t  a re  we  go ing  to  do ,  11 

take  25  pe rcent  ou t  o f  t he  budge t  o f  Nassau  12 

Coun ty  and  pay  a l l  t ha t  back  because  we ' re  a f ra id  13 

to  bond?   14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    No .   You  s t i ck  15 

w i th  wha t  - -  t he  word  was tha t  you  were  go in g  to  16 

re fo rm the  assessmen t  sys tem.   Wha t  happened  to  17 

tha t?  18 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    I t  i s  be ing  re fo rmed.  19 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Oh ,  come on.   You 20 

took  a  sys tem where  we  were  pay ing  - -  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  Denenberg .  22 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    $50 m i l l ion  a  23 

year  as  you go .  24 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    They ' re  work ing  on  the  25 
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back log .  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    F i f t y  mi l l ion  a  3 

year  as  you go .   You  took  tha t  ou t  o f  the  b udget  4 

and you d idn ' t  g ive  i t  t o  anyone .   You  d idn ' t  5 

g i ve  i t  to  anyone.   You jus t  squandered i t .  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    That 's  no t  t he  i ssue .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    There  was $50 8 

m i l l ion  a  yea r ,  pay-as -you -go .   Res idents  ne ve r  9 

wa i ted  fo r  re funds  un t i l  Coun ty  Execut ive  10 

Mangano 's  te rm.   You  took  $50  mi l l ion  ou t  o f  t he  11 

budget  and  you wan t  to  bor row i t .   N IFA sa id  12 

they ' re  no t  l e t t ing  you bo r row,  pe r iod .   Th ey  13 

j us t  sa id  i t .   You  mus t ' ve  m issed the  meet i ng  on  14 

Wednesday.  15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    No ,  no ,  no .  16 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Once aga in  I  say  to  17 

you,  I  w i l l  mee t  w i th  you.   I  w i l l  work  w i t h  any  18 

o f  you  to  t r y  to  come up  w i th  a  compromise  a nd  to  19 

keep  eve ry th ing  work ing .  20 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Then  don ' t  vo te  21 

today  to  take  the  money away .  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Don ' t  be  pu t t i ng  23 

words  in to  o r  your  i n te rpre ta t ions  i n to  NIF A 's  24 

ac t i ons .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    N IFA  sa id  tha t  i f  2 

the  admin i s t ra t i on  hasn ' t  come up w i th  150 3 

m i l l ion  in  sav ings  - -  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I f  t h i s  bond ing  5 

passes  to  c lear  up  the  back log  tha t  was c re a ted  6 

under  the  fo rmer  county  execu t ive  and the  f o rmer  7 

ma jo r i t y ,  th i s  a l l  goes  away .   Per iod .   I t ' s  t ha t  8 

s imp le .  9 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  i f  10 

you looked  a t  any  o f  t he  se t t l emen ts  tha t  y ou 11 

guys  a re  go ing  to  vo te  fo r  - -  and I  beg you  no t  12 

to .   Eve ry  one o f  these se t t l ements  s t i l l  l eaves  13 

the  las t  two  yea rs  o f  cha l lenges  ou ts tand in g .   So 14 

i t ' s  a  revo lv ing  l ine  o f  c red i t  fo r  those 15 

commerc ia l  bus inesses  tha t  a re  pe t i t ion ing  16 

aga ins t  the  coun ty .   Wha t  d i f f e ren t  i ssue?  I t  17 

means tha t  you ' re  go ing  to  keep coming  back ,  18 

aga in ,  and  aga in ,  and aga in  and ho ld ing  our  19 

workers  and our  youth  agenc ies ,  and ou r  hea l th  20 

and human se rv i ce  agenc ies  hos tage .  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You keep  coming up  22 

w i th  more  reasons - -  23 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    That ' s  no t  24 

so lv ing  the  p rob lem.  25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    to  s i t  and  do  no th ing  2 

wh i l e  th is  coun ty  s inks .  3 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Bo r row ing  is  no t  4 

revenue,  neve r  was  and  never  w i l l  be .  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    L inda D io r io .  6 

 MS.  DIORIO:    My  name is  L ind a  D io r io ,  7 

and I  l i ve  i n  Fa rm ingda le ,  and  I 'm  here  to  sha re  8 

my  own  persona l  exper ience .  9 

 Four  yea rs  ago I  l os t  my  19  year  o ld  son  10 

E r ic  t rag i ca l l y  as  a  resu l t  o f  h is  d rug  11 

add ic t ion .   I  was  a  shat te red  she l l  o f  a  pe rson 12 

as  a  resu l t .   I  am g ra te fu l  t ha t  I  had  the  13 

resources  o f  YES ava i l ab le  to  me  as  I  a t tem pted 14 

to  pu t  t he  p ieces  o f  my l i fe  back  toge ther .   15 

A l though  I  had insurance ,  my  coverage prov i ded  no  16 

bene f i t  fo r  counse l i ng .   I  was  f inanc ia l l y  17 

s t rapped ,  and  YES worked  w i th  me  so  I  cou ld  18 

a f fo rd  the  se rv i ces  I  so  despera te ly  needed .   I t  19 

i s  devas ta t i ng  fo r  a  paren t  t o  have to  bury  a  20 

ch i l d  and I  cou ld  no t  have  p roper l y  begun t o  have 21 

dea l t  w i th  my  g r ie f  w i thou t  p ro fess iona l  22 

gu idance .  23 

 We a re  here  today  as  you  a re  cons ide r ing  24 

cu t t ing  the  fund ing  fo r  the  human se rv ices  25 
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agenc ies  who ,  i n  tu rn ,  suppor t  t he  var ious  2 

commun i t y  agenc ies  such as  YES.   I f  you  cu t  the  3 

fund ing  fo r  t he  coun ty  agenc ies ,  you  wou ld ,  in  4 

essence,  be  c r i pp l ing  the  ab i l i t y  o f  t hem to  - -  5 

o f  t he  agenc ies  they  fund to  func t ion  6 

e f fec t ive l y .  7 

 We a re  i n  the  m ids t  o f  an  ove rwhe lming  8 

d rug  c r i s i s  tha t  i s  des t roy ing  fam i l ies ,  9 

i nc reas ing  c r ime ,  and k i l l i ng  ou r  young.   T he 10 

counse l i ng  cente rs  serve  a  v i t a l  ro le  in  th i s  11 

ba t t le .   They  p rov ide  se rv ices  tha t  beg in  t o  12 

gu ide  the  add ic t  t oward  recove ry ,  suppor t  t he  13 

fami l i es  i n  c r i s is ,  and they  ac t ive l y  reach  ou t  14 

to  educa te  the  communi ty  and  s tudents  on  15 

awareness  and  p reven t ion .    16 

 I  pe rsona l ly  have been  invo lved w i th  YES 17 

on  many occas ions ,  as  we  go t o  schoo ls  fo r  18 

pa t i en t  and s tuden t  fo rums  spec i f i ca l l y  gea red  19 

toward  d rug  educat ion .   More  o f ten  than no t ,  t he  20 

commun i t y  agenc ies  a re  the  on ly  p lace  to  go ,  be  21 

i t  f o r  t he  un insured  o r  even  fo r  t hose  w i th  22 

i nsu rance as  a  mul t i tude  o f  p lans  prov ide  23 

i nadequa te  cove rage fo r  the  t rea tmen t  o f  24 

subs tance abuse .    25 
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 The day  my  son d ied ,  hope fo r  h i s  2 

recove ry  d ied  w i th  h im .   I f  t he  agenc ies  lo se  3 

th is  fund ing ,  t hey  w i l l  have  to  fu r the r  cur ta i l  4 

o r  e l im ina te  the  p rogram for  add ic t i on ,  and  tha t  5 

hope  fo r  recove ry  tha t  o ther  fam i l ies  ho ld  o n to  6 

w i l l  be  d i rec t l y  impac ted .  7 

 Thank you.  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  9 

 Doro thy  Z imar to .  10 

 MS.  Z IMARTO:    Good morn ing .   My  name is  11 

Doro thy  Z imar to .   I 'm cu r ren t l y  a  res ident  o f  12 

Massapequa .   I ' ve  been  the re  fo r  ove r  20  ye a rs .   13 

And i t  was  an  a t t rac t i on  to  res ide  i n  Nassa u  in  14 

Massapequa  because  o f  the  se rv ices  fo r  ch i l d ren .  15 

I ' ve  been u t i l i z ing  the i r  se rv ices  fo r  many  16 

years .  17 

 I ’m cu r ren t l y  a  s ing le  mothe r  w i th  fou r  18 

ch i l d ren ,  and  one o f  my ch i l d ren  i s  d iagnos ed 19 

w i th  au t ism.   As  a  s ing le  pa rent ,  i t ' s  been  ve ry  20 

d i f f i cu l t  to  p rov ide  suppor t ,  f i nanc ia l  and  21 

emot iona l ,  f o r  my ch i l d ren .   The  you th  serv i ces  22 

o rgan iza t i ons  ava i lab le  have  been t remendou s  in  23 

tha t  suppor t .  24 

 We recen t l y  exper ienced a  fam i ly  c r i s i s  25 
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th is  pas t  yea r .   And  the  communi ty  p rograms  tha t  2 

a re  ou t  there  have  been v i ta l  to  ensure  my 3 

ch i l d ren 's  s tab i l i t y ,  phys ica l l y ,  menta l l y ,  4 

mora l l y ,  and  sp i r i tua l l y .   W i thout  t ha t ,  I  wou ld  5 

no t  be  ab le  to  ra i se  those  ch i ld ren  as  I  am .  6 

 I  am p lead ing  fo r  you to  p lease th ink  7 

abou t  what  you ' re  vo t i ng  on  c oming  fo rward ,  as  a  8 

pa rent ,  unc le ,  aun t ,  wha teve r  i t  may  be .   T he 9 

impor tance  o f  keep ing  ou r  ch i l d ren  s tab le  a nd 10 

hea l thy .   Our  ch i l d ren  o f  today  are  go ing  t o  be  11 

the  adu l ts  o r  t omor row.   They  need  s tab i l i t y .   12 

They  need suppor ts  as  they  g row and matu re  13 

fo rward .  14 

 Ch i l d ren  these days  face  so  many  15 

d i f f i cu l t i es  in  te rms o f  g row ing  up ,  w i th  p eer  16 

p ressu re ,  d rugs ,  a lcoho l ,  a l l  those ev i l s  t ha t  17 

a re  ou t  there  cons tan t ly  i n  the i r  faces .   T hey  18 

need  to  know they  have  somewhere  to  go  fo r  he lp ,  19 

fo r  suppor t ,  f o r  gu idance,  es pec ia l l y  educa t ion .   20 

Educat ion  is  the  s t rong arm r i gh t  now.   The se 21 

commun i t y  se rv i ces  reach  ou t  t o  pa rents ,  s i ng le  22 

pa rents ,  f u l l  f ami l i es .   They  prov ide  the  s uppor t  23 

i n  the  schoo ls .  24 

 I ’m ve ry  fo r tuna te  to  have  these  25 
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se rv ices ,  and  I  need  them to  con t inue.  2 

 Thank you.  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  4 

 Lo r i  Andrade .  5 

 MS.  ANDRADE:   I 'm Lo r i  Andrade  f rom the  6 

Hea l th  and  We l fa re  Counc i l  o f  Long  I s land.   We ' re  7 

the  umbre l la  o rgan iza t ion  fo r  a l l  hea l th  an d  8 

human se rv ice  o rgan iza t i ons  i n  Nassau and S u f fo l k  9 

Coun t ies .    10 

 Over  the  pas t  years ,  hea l th  and human 11 

se rv ice  organ iza t i ons  have  been s tand ing  be f ore  12 

you reques t ing  no t  on l y  p romp t  con t rac t i ng  a nd  13 

p rompt  paymen t ,  bu t  p lann ing  to  ensu re  tha t  14 

se rv ices  fo r  those  mos t  vu lne rab le  i n  th is  county  15 

a re  ava i lab le .   A t  t he  same t ime ,  we  have 16 

encouraged  appropr ia te  p lann ing  to  ensure  t he  17 

c r i t i ca l  p rov is ion  o f  se rv ices  knowing  the  18 

f i nanc ia l  c r i s i s  t ha t  the  coun ty  has  been f ac ing  19 

fo r  the  pas t  yea r .   We o f fe red  to  be  a  par t  o f  20 

tha t  d iscuss ion .  21 

 We agreed tha t  t he re  wou ld  be  need  fo r  22 

shared  sac r i f i ces  a t  eve ry  le ve l ;  we  do  no t  deny  23 

tha t .   Bu t  we  u rge  you  to  inc lude us  i n  th i s  24 

p rocess  so  tha t  we  can  main ta in  a  sa fe ty  ne t  o f  25 
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se rv ices  fo r  those  we se rve .  2 

 We a re  ta l k ing  about  a  popu la t ion  tha t  i s  3 

g row ing and w i l l  con t i nue to  g row,  g iven  the  4 

economic  cond i t i on  i n  Nassau  County  and 5 

th roughout  New York .   I t  i s  a  popu la t i on  th a t  6 

needs a  sa fe ty  ne t ,  one w i th  bo th  in -governm en t  7 

and ou ts ide  o f  governmen t ,  bo th  func t i on ing  and 8 

s ta f fed  appropr ia te l y ,  whe the r  they  are  rea ch ing  9 

se rv ices  fo r  men ta l  hea l th  o r  ch i l d  p ro tec t i ve  10 

se rv ices .   There  needs  to  be  s ta f f  and  p rog rams 11 

to  suppor t  t he i r  needs .   Cut t i ng  f rom one i s  the  12 

same as  cu t t i ng  f rom the  o the r  because  i t  13 

overs t resses  wha t  rema ins  and  pu ts  the  en t i re  14 

sys tem a t  r i sk .  15 

 Taxpayers  are  pay ing  the i r  b i l l s  and  they  16 

expect  t he  se rv i ces  tha t  t hey  pay  fo r .   I f  t he re  17 

was a  road  cons t ruc t ion ,  wou ld  the  county  j us t  18 

dec ide  to  s top  the  road cons t ruc t i on  and  ab andon  19 

the  s i te?   I t ' s  the  same w i th  the  cont rac ts  now.   20 

The coun ty  needs  to  p lan  and  no t i f y  agenc ies  so  21 

they  can  p lan  approp r ia te l y  as  we l l .  22 

 Wh i le  i t  i s  no t  ou r  job  to  te l l  23 

gove rnment  how to  do  i t s  j ob ,  th is  seems to  be  an  24 

approp r ia te  t ime  to  remind  governmen t  what  par t  25 
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o f  i t s  j ob  i s ,  and  tha t  i s  t o  p rov ide  a  sa f e ty  2 

ne t  fo r  i t s  res idents .   P lease  do  f i gu re  ou t  how 3 

to  do  tha t .  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .   L inda 5 

Leonard .  6 

 MS.  LEONARD:    I t ' s  now the  a f te rnoon.   7 

I 'm the  d i rec to r  o f  Long  I s land Cr is is  Cent e r .   8 

We a re  Nassau  Coun ty 's  on l y  24 -hour ,  seven d ay  a  9 

week  c r i s i s  i n te rven t ion  and  su i c ide  p reven t ion  10 

center .   We ' re  funded by  the  Nassau Coun ty  You th  11 

Board ,  bu t  we  se rve  every  c i t i zen  in  Nassau  12 

Coun ty .   We hand le  ove r  10 ,000  c r i s i s  ca l l s  a  13 

year .   The  bo t tom l i ne  i s  we  save l i ves .  14 

 I  am imp lo r ing  you  today  -  I 'm  say ing  the  15 

same as  my  co l l eagues be fo re  me -  do  no t  de c imate  16 

a  sys tem.   Do  no t  dec ima te  a  sys tem tha t  ha s  17 

taken over  45  years  to  bu i ld .   The  sys tem i s  cos t  18 

e f fec t ive .   The  coun ty  ge ts  an  i nc red ib le  b ang  19 

fo r  i t s  buck  w i th  th is  sys tem.   And because  th is  20 

sys tem ex i s t s ,  agenc ies  are  ab le  to  leve rage  21 

m i l l ions  o f  o the r  do l l a rs  tha t  come in to  th i s  22 

coun ty .   My agency  a lone  has  ha l f  a  mi l l ion  23 

do l l a rs  in  s ta te  money  fo r  H IV  p revent ion  a nd 24 

$100 ,000  in  fede ra l  money fo r  runaway youth .   I t  25 
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a l l  goes  away  i f  you  dec imate  th is  sys tem.  2 

 I n  add i t ion ,  ano ther  a rea  o f  be ing  cos t  3 

e f fec t ive  is  we  use vo lun tee rs .   We have  18 0  4 

vo lun tee rs  p rov id ing  th i s  cos t -e f fec t i ve  sys tem,  5 

and ha l f  a  m i l l i on  do l la rs  o f  in -k ind  6 

cont r i bu t i ons .   And i f  you  dec imate  th is  sy s tem,  7 

i t  a l l  goes  away  and  you ' re  no t  go ing  to  ge t  i t  8 

back  aga in .  I t  w i l l  take  decades  to  rebu i ld  what  9 

you can b low  away in  one  sma l l  vo te .   Then wha t  10 

happens?   Who  i s  go ing  to  be  the re  a t  3  a .m .  fo r  11 

the  su ic ida l  teen who ca l l s  ou r  ho t l ine  and  wants  12 

to  k i l l  he rse l f  because she i s  be ing  bu l l ie d  i n  13 

schoo l?   A re  you  go ing  to  be  the re?  Who  is  go ing  14 

to  p ick  up  the  k id  who  has  been th rown  away  and 15 

i s  on  the  s t ree t  a t  th ree  o ' c lock  in  the  mo rn ing  16 

and br ing  them to  sa fe  she l te r?   I s  tha t  17 

someth ing  you  guys  a re  go ing  to  do?  O f  cou rse  18 

no t .   That 's  wha t  we  do.  19 

 You can preven t  th is .   We ' re  ask ing  you 20 

to  no t  l e t  t h is  happen .   F ind  a  way to  no t  l e t  21 

th is  happen.  22 

 Thank you.  23 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  24 

 Caro l  Wa ldman .  25 
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 MS.  WALDMAN:    Good morn ing .   Thank you 2 

ve ry  much fo r  l e t t ing  sen ior  serv i ces  take  par t  3 

i n  th i s  conversa t i on  as  we l l .   My name i s  Ca ro l  4 

Wa ldman.   I 'm  a  member  o f  the  Nassau  County  5 

Sen ior  Serv i ce  P rov ide rs  Coa l i t i on .   And  a l though 6 

we  rep resent  many agenc ies  on  ag ing  and ser ve  7 

thousands o f  sen io rs  i n  each  o f  your  d is t r i c ts ,  8 

as  repub l i cans  and  democra ts ,  we  come today  w i th  9 

one vo ice .   To  a l l  19  leg i s la to rs  we  say  th i s :   10 

P lease  do  no t  go  down in  h is to ry  as  the  11 

l eg i s la tu re  tha t  shook  th i s  g rea t  founda t io n  o f  a  12 

coun ty  to  i t s  co re  and  devas ta te  i t s  f u tu re .   13 

 A  soc ie ty  i s  no t  j udged on  whe ther  o r  no t  14 

i t  bonds  o r  red i s t r i c t s ,  bu t ,  ra ther ,  and qu i te  15 

s imp ly ,  on  how i t  t r ea ts  i t s  you ths  and i t s  16 

e lde r l y ,  two  vu lne rab le  bu t  s ign i f i can t  seg men ts  17 

o f  our  popu la t i on  tha t  deserve  you r  a t ten t i on ,  18 

your  compass ion ,  and  you r  respec t .  19 

 You say  tha t  you  wan t  to  a t t rac t  young  20 

peop le  to  the  coun ty  and  assu re  them a  secu r e  21 

fu tu re ,  and ye t  you are  cons ider ing  vo t i ng  on  22 

cu t t ing  fund ing  fo r  youth  prog rams .   You  kn ow 23 

tha t  i t ' s  a lmos t  eve ry  o lder  person ' s  hope,  24 

pe rhaps yours  and your  paren ts ,  to  remain  i n  th i s  25 
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coun ty  and  age in  p lace  - -  ye t ,  you  may deny  them 2 

the  ve ry  resources  to  do  tha t  - -  i n  a  county  tha t  3 

they  bu i l t  so  tha t  you  cou ld  have a  good  l i f e .   4 

Someth ing  is  wrong  w i th  th is  p ic tu re  p rac t i ca l l y ,  5 

e th i ca l l y ,  and mora l l y .  6 

 Don ' t  t r y  to  f i x  one  m is take  w i th  taxes  7 

by  c rea t ing  ano the r  mis take  tha t  w i l l  have a  fa r  8 

g rea te r  cos t  and  ask  us  to  bea r  a  much  g rea ter  9 

bu rden .   So many  o f  ou r  youth  and sen iors  a re  10 

a l ready  a t  r i sk .   Cu t t ing  soc ia l  serv i ce  fu nd ing  11 

w i l l  on l y  inc rease  those  numbers  d ramat i ca l l y ,  12 

add ing  to  the  c r ime ra te  and  the  number  o f  p eop le  13 

who w i l l  go  hungry  on  every  l eve l .  14 

 I f  t he re  a re  any  o ther  op t ions ,  any  way 15 

tha t  you  can  f i nd  to  no t  cu t  human  serv i ces ,  16 

exp lo re  them.   I f  there  is  a  reserve  fund,  use  17 

i t .   A f te r  a l l ,  th is  i s  a  ra iny  day .  18 

 I  am ask ing  the  Ag ing  Commi t tee ,  19 

compr i sed o f  Cha i rman Joseph Be les i ,  Leg is la to r  20 

Rose  Walke r ,  Wayne  Wink ,  Jud i  Boswor th ,  Car r ie  21 

So lages ,  F rances  Becker ,  and  V incent  Sca lar a ,  to  22 

l ead  the  cha rge  because you know the  i nva lu ab le  23 

work  be ing  done  on  beha l f  o f  sen io rs  c i t i ze ns  24 

th rough the  t remendous  suppor t  o f  ou r  25 
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Commiss ioner ,  L i sa  Murphy ' s  depar tment ,  and  the  2 

impact  t ha t  our  se rv ices  have  on  hea l th  and  we l l  3 

be ing ,  no t  j us t  o f  sen io r  bu t  o f  en t i re  4 

commun i t ies .  5 

 Lead  the  cha rge  and encourage  everyone  to  6 

vo te  no t  as  one  repub l ican  b lock ,  no t  as  on e  7 

democra t ic  b lock ,  bu t  as  one leg is la tu re  on  8 

beha l f  o f  peop le ,  young and o ld ,  t ha t  you we re  9 

e lec ted  to  represent  and  make  us  p roud  once  aga in  10 

to  be  res iden ts  o f  Nassau Coun ty .  11 

 Thank you.  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .    13 

 Pame la  C la rk .  14 

 MS.  CLARK:    Good a f te rnoon.   I  do  no t  15 

see the  needs  and va lues  o f  sen io rs  and you th  as  16 

be ing  d i sc re t ionary .   I  see  them as  ve ry  17 

impor tan t  to  ou r  soc ie ty .    18 

 The so le  purpose  o f  gove rnmen t  i s  to  19 

p ro tec t  and de fend  the  peop le  and to  rep res ent  20 

them.   You  were  a l l  e lec ted  to  rep resent  th e  21 

peop le  o f  th i s  county ,  no t  j us t  the  r i ch  an d  22 

power fu l ,  no t  j us t  t he  v iews  o f  one po l i t i c a l  23 

pa r t y ,  bu t  a l l  peop le .   Our  gove rnment  has  worked 24 

because i t  has  fo l lowed th is  manda te  and  pe op le  25 
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o f  oppos ing  v iews have  negot ia ted ,  med ia ted ,  and  2 

found so lu t i ons  tha t  p rov ide  fo r  t hose  who can  3 

he lp  themse lves  as  we l l  as  those  who  cannot  he lp  4 

themse lves .   Tha t  i s  no t  wha t ' s  happen ing  h e re .  5 

 The po la r i za t ion ,  bu l l y i ng  and  th rea ts  6 

tha t  a re  be ing  vo i ced do  no t  rep resent  the  needs  7 

o f  t he  major i t y  o f  t he  peop le  in  the  county .   The 8 

most  vu lne rab le  and f ra i l ,  t hose  leas t  ab le  to  9 

speak ou t  fo r  t hemse lves  a re  be ing  10 

d i senf ranch ised .   11 

 The sen ior  popu la t ion  in  Nassau Coun ty  i s  12 

g row ing annua l l y .   These  a re  the  peop le  who  bu i l t  13 

Nassau  County ,  worked he re ,  pa id  taxes  here  14 

th roughout  the i r  l i ves .   The i r  on l y  p rob lem  is  15 

they  happened  to  l i ve  too  long  dur ing  pe r io ds  o f  16 

rea l  economic  seve r i ty .   I  don ' t  see  tha t  a s  a  17 

reason  to  e l im ina te  them f rom ge t t ing  the  18 

bene f i ts  t ha t  t hey  need.  19 

 They ' re  be ing  th rea tened  w i th  loss  o f  20 

se rv ices  tha t  a re  necessary  to  the i r  surv iva l .   21 

They  a re  be ing  p revented  f rom access ing  ser v ices  22 

tha t  a l l ow  them to  age  a t  home w i th  d ign i ty ,  23 

ma in ta in ing  the i r  independence  fo r  as  long as  24 

they  sa fe l y  can  do  so .   I f  t hey  lose  these 25 
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se rv ices  some w i l l  d ie ,  some w i l l  exhaus t  t h e  2 

resources  o f  the i r  adu l t  ch i l d ren ,  mos t  o f  whom 3 

a re  ra is ing  the i r  own ch i l d ren ,  and some wi l l  be  4 

fo rced  in to  nurs ing  home and  care  fac i l i t ie s ,  5 

wh ich  w i l l  cos t  the  coun ty  more  than  the  se rv i ces  6 

than  we prov ide .  7 

 I ’m a  sen ior .   I  l i ve  in  Mer r i ck .   I 'm  8 

a l so  d i rec to r  o f  t he  sen io r  t eam o f  se rv ice s  a t  9 

Fami ly  and  Ch i l d ren  Assoc ia t i on ,  and  I 'm  a  member  10 

o f  t he  Sen io r  Coa l i t ion ,  t he  Coa l i t i on  o f  S en ior  11 

Serv ice  Prov ide rs .    12 

 We can ' t  deny  these peop le  the i r  13 

i ndependence ,  the i r  d ign i t y ,  and  the i r  con t ac ts  14 

w i th  the i r  communi ty .   Cut t i ng  the  serv i ces  to  15 

the  youth  o f  th i s  coun ty  w i l l  abandon those  tha t  16 

a re  the  fu tu re  o f  the  coun ty .   They  w i l l  lo se  17 

access  to  suppor t i ve  serv i ces  and counse l in g ,  18 

she l te r ,  educat ion ,  fami ly  suppor t ,  the  l i s t  goes  19 

on  and  on .   Fami ly  and  Ch i ld r en ' s  Assoc ia t i o n  20 

recent ly  had  to  c lose  bo th  i t s  men ta l  hea l t h  21 

fac i l i t i es ,  wh ich  se rved  over  600 peop le ,  an d had 22 

been  the re  fo r  many,  many,  many years .   I  u sed  to  23 

be  d i rec to r  o f  one  o f  them.  24 

 Many  o f  the  you th  w i l l  end  up  dropp ing  25 
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ou t  o f  schoo l ,  many w i l l  end up  runn ing  in  g angs ,  2 

many  w i l l  end  up  in  cour t  sys tems and poss i b ly  3 

j a i l ,  wh ich  w i l l  a lso  cos t  more  than  p rov id ing  4 

se rv ices  a t  home and  in  commun i t y  centers .   Many  5 

fami l i es  w i l l  buck le  under  the  p ressures  o f  6 

t r y ing  to  cope w i th  these.  7 

 S ta te ,  county ,  and  - -  i f  eve ryone wou ld  8 

j us t  work  together ,  un i f y  to  b r i ng  the  most  9 

power fu l  and  - -  I  los t  my p la ce  he re .   I f  a l l  o f  10 

you wou ld  jus t  s i t  down toge ther  and  negot i a te ,  11 

med ia te ,  and  work  toge ther  to  p rov ide  se rv i ces  to  12 

ma in ta in  the  qua l i t y  o f  l i fe  i n  th is  County ,  I  13 

cannot  imag ine  - -  I  know tha t  many  corpo ra t i ons  14 

you ' re  t ry ing  to  l u re  in to  th i s  coun ty  to  h e lp  15 

w i th  the  f inanc ia l  c r i s i s .   Who wou ld  want  to  16 

b r ing  the i r  f am i l i es  here  when  they  see tha t  a l l  17 

o f  t he  serv i ces  tha t  wou ld  be  there  fo r  fam i l i es  18 

and e lde r l y  a re  go ing  to  be  dec ima ted?  19 

 CLERK MULLER:    Your  th ree  m inutes  have 20 

exp i red .  21 

 MS.  CLARK:    P lease re tu rn  to  your  22 

o f f i ces  de te rmined  to  f i nd  a  way  to  work  to gethe r  23 

and pro tec t  t hose who look  to  you fo r  ass is tance .   24 

Many  o f  them o r  the i r  pa rents  o r  ch i ld ren  vo ted  25 
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fo r  you.   You  owe them someth ing .  2 

 And I  was  reminded  th i s  morn ing  as  I  was  3 

d r iv ing  down  he re  tha t  a lmos t  11  yea rs  ago the  4 

en t i re  county ,  s ta te ,  wor ld ,  and  na t iona l  5 

gove rnments  un i ted  i n  a  t ime  o f  c r is is .   I  don ' t  6 

th ink  tha t  t h is  one is  any  b igge r  than  tha t  one 7 

was.   And ye t  when  I  was  d r i v ing  to  work  w i th  the  8 

Red Cross  in  Manha t tan ,  wh ich  I  d id  fo r  man y  9 

n igh ts ,  I  d rove  a long Nor the rn  Bou leva rd  an d  i t  10 

was l i ned w i th  peop le  o f  a l l  ages ,  a l l  s ize s ,  11 

l i t t le  ch i ld ren ,  e lder ly  peop le ,  eve ry  race ,  12 

e thn ic ,  cu l tu ra l  un i ty  tha t  you cou ld  have in  13 

th is  a rea ,  and they  were  a l l  ho ld ing  cand le s  and  14 

they  were  a l l  pay ing  t r i bu te  to  those tha t  were  15 

work ing  - -  i t  was  the  on ly  avenue in to  the  C i t y  16 

a t  t ha t  t ime  - -  tha t  were  go i ng  in to  the  C i t y  to  17 

he lp ,  to  those  who  had  been l os t ,  to  those w ho  18 

were  g r iev ing  the  losses .   I  t h ink  you  cann o t  19 

rep l i ca te  someth ing  l i ke  tha t  by  e l im ina t in g  a l l  20 

the  se rv ices  he re .  21 

 Thank you fo r  your  t ime.  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Tom Bruno .  23 

 MR.  BRUNO:    Good morn ing .   I  come here  24 

aga in  today  to  ask  you  a l l  ju s t  to  cons ider  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  103  Full Legislature – 5-21-12 

what 's  go ing  to  happen  today .   We,  as  a  gro up,  2 

have  bu i l t  a  p remier  you th  se rv i ce  sys tem i n  th i s  3 

Coun ty .   The re  a re  thousands and  thousands a nd  4 

thousands o f  young  peop le  who  go  to  a f te r -sc hoo l  5 

p rog rams ,  who  go  to  a f te r - sch oo l  rec rea t ion  6 

p rog rams  who  are  go ing  to  be  on  the  s t ree ts .   7 

Th ink  abou t  th i s .   Our  cou r t s ,  our  po l i ce ,  our  8 

j a i l s  a re  go ing  to  be  f l ooded  w i th  these  yo ung  9 

peop le  who  a re  l ook ing  fo r  someth ing  pos i t i ve  in  10 

the i r  l i ves .  11 

 When  I  f i r s t  s ta r ted  th i s  s tu f f  back  i n  12 

the  70 's ,  my  ma in  goa l  was  to  g i ve  ou t  ba ts  and 13 

ba l l s  to  the  k ids  in  H icksv i l l e .   Over  the  yea rs ,  14 

what  I  am do ing  now,  I  never  wou ld  have ima g ined  15 

I  am do ing  today .   I  wou ld  have neve r  thoug h t  16 

abou t  hav ing  peop le  come to  my  p lace  look in g  fo r  17 

food ,  look ing  fo r  she l te r ,  th ink ing  abou t  en d ing  18 

the i r  own l i ves .   We a re  ta l k ing  about  dea l i ng  19 

w i th  the  e l im ina t i on  o f  ou r  most  na tura l  re source  20 

-  ou r  young peop le .  21 

 P lease ,  work  togethe r  today .   I  know you  22 

can do  th i s  fo r  us .   Not  fo r  us ,  f o r  t h i s  C oun ty .   23 

Do  wha t  you a l l  can  to  make th is  work .   Th i s  24 

sys tem i s  inva luab le .  25 
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 Thank you ve ry  much.  2 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Kope l .  3 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Thank you ,  P res id ing  4 

O f f i ce r .  5 

 You know I 'm  s i t t i ng  here  and  l i s ten ing  6 

to  speaker  a f te r  speaker  come up  here  and t e l l  us  7 

why we  ought  no t  t o  do  someth ing  to  dec imat e  8 

youth  se rv ices  o r  the  o the r  ve ry ,  ve ry  impo r tan t  9 

se rv ices  tha t  we  a l l  know we  need.   And i t  seems  10 

to  me tha t  - -  a t  l eas t  i n  tha t  par t i cu la r  as pec t ,  11 

you ' re  j us t  p reach ing  to  the  cho i r .   The re ' s  no t  12 

a  s ing le  person  on  th i s  da is ,  no t  one,  who th ink  13 

i t ' s  a  good idea  to  cu t  se rv i ces .   Not  one.  14 

 We ' re  a l l  ta l k ing  abou t  ded ica ted  funds ,  15 

and money is  fung ib le .   I t ' s  l i ke  wa te r .   I t  goes  16 

where  there ' s  a  vacuum.   And  i f  there  is  a  17 

vacuum,  in  o the r  words ,  i f  you  take  th is  mo ney  18 

away  f rom one  p lace ,  i f  you  b lock  o f f  a  cer ta in  19 

source  o f  money ,  when there ' s  a  vacuum - -  an d 20 

we 've  go t  a  vacuum r igh t  now in  te rms o f  th e  21 

poss ib i l i t y  o f  peop le  ac tua l l y  a t tach ing  co unty  22 

funds  - -  money w i l l  come f rom somewhere  e ls e .   I t  23 

w i l l .   I t  has  to .   I t ' s  jus t  a  na tura l  f o rce .   I t  24 

f l ows.  25 
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 Now,  wha t  we ' re  rea l l y  say ing  is  don ' t  2 

cu t  Area  A .   Wha t  we ' re  say ing  i s  then  go  c u t  3 

A rea  B .   Wha t  a re  the  Area  B  tha t  we  shou ld  cu t?   4 

I 'm ask ing  the  o ther  s ide .   That 's  number  o ne.  5 

 There  are  on ly  severa l  ways  o f  reso lv ing  6 

th is  k ind  o f  p rob lem -  e i t he r  we  go ahead a nd cu t  7 

A rea  B ,  C,  and D ,  iden t i f y  t hem,  o r  we  go a head 8 

and do  th i s  bond ing  he re .   And ,  by  the  way,  I  am 9 

no  fan  o f  bond ing .   The on ly  reason tha t  I  wou ld  10 

ever  vo te  fo r  t h is  i s  the  assu rance and the  hope  11 

tha t  we are  ac t i ve ly  work ing  towards  and  en d  o f  12 

bond ing  in  the  nex t  two years  o r  so .   So  we  can 13 

e i ther  cu t  more ,  o r  we  can  bond i t  r igh t  no w,  o r ,  14 

th ree ,  we can  ra ise  taxes .   15 

 We ' re  faced w i th  a  menu o f  rea l l y  bad 16 

cho ices .   We ' re  faced w i th  a  rea l l y  bad men u .   17 

And we 've  dec ided,  a t  leas t  on  th i s  s ide ,  t ha t  18 

pe rhaps the  l eas t  bad cho ice  fo r  t oday  i s  t o  do  19 

th is  bond ing .   I t ' s  no t  a  goo d  cho ice .   I t ' s  a  20 

bad cho ice .   Bu t  i t ' s  the  leas t  bad cho ice .  21 

 To  go  ahead and  ra ise  taxes ,  i t ' s  anothe r  22 

ve ry  bad  s i t ua t i on .   Peop le  t a lk  about  what  they  23 

see dr iv ing  up  here .   I  see ,  when I  d r ive  a round ,  24 

empty  s to res  and  fo r  ren t  s igns  on  bu i ld ing s  a l l  25 
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over  the  p lace .   We can ' t  ra i se  taxes .   I t  j us t  2 

won ' t  work  anymore .   And  tha t ' s  on  bus iness es .   3 

Homeowners  a re  su f fe r i ng .   A l l  o f  you  know i t .   4 

Every  one o f  you  knows  i t .  5 

 So ,  I 'm jus t  go ing  to  end w i th  th i s  p lea  6 

to  the  o ther  s ide ,  t o  the  Democra ts  on  th is  da is .   7 

Cons ider .   We 've  go t  a  menu o f  bad  cho ices .   Jus t  8 

s imp ly  say ing ,  we 've  go t  t o  do  th i s ,  we ' ve  go t  t o  9 

ma in ta in  you th  serv i ces ,  we 'v e  go t  t o  ma in ta in  10 

th is ,  tha t ,  and  the  o the r ,  t hen go  ahead  an d  11 

ma in ta in  i t .   Because we 've  go t  these bad 12 

cho ices .   And  i f  you  don ' t  wan t  to  main ta in  i t ,  13 

te l l  us  what  the  o ther  bad  cho ices  tha t  you  wou ld  14 

do ,  because I  can ' t  f i gu re  i t  ou t .  15 

 Thank you.  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Ar lene  O 'De l l .  17 

 MS.  O 'DELL :    Good  a f te rnoon .   Thank  you  18 

fo r  g i v ing  me  th is  oppor tun i t y  to  speak.   M y  name 19 

i s  A r lene O 'De l l ,  and I  am the  execu t i ve  d i rec to r  20 

o f  t he  C i t y  o f  G len  Cove  You th  Bureau and a  21 

member  o f  the  Nassau  County  C oa l i t ion  fo r  Yo uth  22 

Serv ice  Agenc ies .   I  s tand  he re  today  w i th  my 23 

co l l eagues  f rom the  Youth  Coa l i t ion  and the  24 

Sen ior  Coa l i t ion  to  ask  you to  pu t  as ide  yo u r  25 
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pa r t y  l i nes  and  do  the  r igh t  t h ing  fo r  t he  2 

res idents  o f  Nassau Coun ty ,  t he  peop le  who vo ted  3 

you in to  o f f i ce .  4 

 I  cannot  be l i eve  tha t  the  ma jo r i t y  o f  5 

peop le  i n  Nassau  County  wou ld  no t  want  to  s ee 6 

se rv ices  fo r  you ths  and sen io rs  cont inue  in  the  7 

coun ty  they  res ide  i n .  8 

 The Glen  Cove  Youth  Bureau  sees  over  300  9 

youth  a  day  i n  a f te r -schoo l  and summer  p rog r ams.   10 

The scope o f  the  work  the  Glen  Cove Youth  B ureau  11 

does  w i th  you th  and the i r  fam i l i es  range  f r om 12 

academic  enr i chmen t  p rog rams ,  mentor ing ,  yo u th  13 

employment ,  commun i t y  se rv ice  learn ing  p ro j ec ts ,  14 

youth  leadersh ip ,  ac t i v i t i es  gea red to  enr i ch ing  15 

and enhanc ing  l i fe ,  and fami l y  serv i ce  16 

ass i s tance .    17 

 The Glen  Cove  Youth  Bureau  rece ives  18 

fund ing  f rom the  county ,  t he  C i t y  o f  G len  C ove ,  19 

the  s ta te  and  p r iva te  funds  to  he lp  w i th  th e  work  20 

we  do.   I f  t he  county  d id  no t  suppor t  us ,  i t  21 

wou ld  be  d i f f i cu l t  t o  leve rage  the  o ther  fun d ing  22 

sources .   Wha t  tha t  means is  the  G len  Cove You th  23 

Bureau  wou ld  no t  be  ab le  to  work  w i th  over  300  24 

youth  and the i r  fami l i es  a  day .   Th ink  abou t  25 
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th is ;  where  wou ld  these youth  go  a f te r  scho o l  and 2 

du r ing  the  summer?   How cou ld  the i r  pa rents  work  3 

i f  t hey  cou ld  no t  a f fo rd  ch i l d  care?   How m any  4 

fami l i es  w i l l  need  to  go  on  pub l ic  ass is tan ce 5 

because there  a re  no  you th  p rograms fo r  the i r  6 

ch i l d ren  to  a t tend  wh i le  they  work?   Wha t  a bou t  7 

a l l  the  s ta f f  employed  by  the  agency?  They  no  8 

l onger  w i l l  have  an  income,  they  w i l l  no  lon ger  9 

suppor t  the  economy,  and  they  may no  longer  l i ve  10 

i n  Nassau County .  11 

 I  am aware  tha t  you have  heard  a l l  o f  12 

th is  be fore .   And,  hones t l y ,  we are  as  t i re d  o f  13 

say ing  i t  as  you  a re  o f  hear ing  i t .   The  re d  14 

l i gh t  camera  fund was es tab l i shed so  we wou ld  no t  15 

have  to  s tand  be fo re  you  mon th  a f te r  mon th  16 

begg ing  fo r  f und ing .  17 

 Many  o f  you vo ted  to  make th i s  l aw ,  and 18 

the  repub l icans  assu red tha t  a  separa te  fun d  was  19 

es tab l i shed - -  as  es tab l i shed  by  l aw ,  was 20 

ac tua l l y  se t  up .   And now you  want  to  do  aw ay 21 

w i th  the  red  l i gh t  camera  fund ing  to  you th ,  22 

sen iors ,  men ta l  hea l th ,  and ve ts ,  a f te r  we were  23 

asked to  f igh t  f o r  t he  cameras  and  in  re tu r n  the  24 

revenue wou ld  ensu re  tha t  we  wou ld  no t  rece ive  25 
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cu ts  and  be  seen  as  d i sc re t i onary .   Are  we not  t o  2 

be l i eve  what  ou r  l eg is la to rs  p romise  us?  3 

 Aga in ,  I  ask  you  today  to  do  wha t  i s  bes t  4 

fo r  the  peop le  you  a re  serv ing ,  espec ia l l y  t hose  5 

tha t  a re  mos t  vu lnerab le .  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  7 

 George  S iberon.  8 

 MR.  S IBERON:    Good a f te rnoon .   I ’m 9 

George  S iberon.   I ’m  the  exec u t i ve  d i rec tor  o f  10 

the  Hempstead  H ispan ic  C iv ic  Assoc ia t i on .   A t  11 

anothe r  t ime  I  was  the  execu t i ve  d i rec to r  o f  t he  12 

Nassau  County  Youth  Board .   I  have  been bef o re  13 

th is  l eg is la tu re  on  o the r  t imes,  i n  be t te r  t imes ,  14 

to  ask  and  to  work  w i th  you to  b r i ng  add i t i ona l  15 

fund ing  to  the  you th  board .   I t  was  du r ing  the  16 

t ime  in  wh ich  I  was  execut ive  d i rec tor  o f  t he  17 

Nassau  County  Youth  Board  where  a lmost  a  mi l l i on  18 

add i t i ona l  do l l a rs  were  pu t  i n to  the  you th  board  19 

to  dea l  w i th  the  very  se r ious  issue o f  gang s .  20 

 We unders tand  - -  o r  I  do  - -  t ha t  we ' re  21 

a l so  p reach ing  to  the  chorus  when i t  comes to  22 

youth  se rv ices .   I  am no t  - -  do  no t  fee l  tha t  23 

there  is  anybody  in  th is  l eg i s la tu re  who  is  24 

opposed to  youth  serv i ces .   I  unders tand  th a t .  25 
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 I n  2009,  i n  l eaner  t imes ,  in  more  2 

d i f f i cu l t  t imes ,  t he  You th  Board  Coa l i t i on  was  3 

asked to  go  to  A lbany  and advoca te  on  beha l f  o f  4 

th is  county ,  to  b r ing  in  the  red  l igh t  came ras .   5 

We d id  tha t .   We  wen t  to  A lbany  in  a  snowst o rm,  6 

w i th  some o f  my  co l l eagues ,  i nc lud ing  a  dea r ly  7 

depar ted  J im  Har tne t t ,  and  we  spoke to  the  8 

l eg i s la to rs  i n  A lbany .   I t  was  done w i th  a  very  9 

c lea r l y  unders tand ing  tha t  t he  fund ing  tha t  wou ld  10 

come f rom the  red  l i gh t  cameras  be  ded ica te d  11 

spec i f i ca l l y  to  youth  se rv ices  and  o ther  hu man  12 

se rv ices .   That  was a  compac t  tha t  we made w i th  13 

a l l  o f  t he  l eg i s la to rs  here .   I t  was  an  agr eemen t  14 

tha t  we wou ld  take  you th  serv i ces  and o ther s  and  15 

no t  have  i t  be  a t  some po in t  pu t  i n to  jeopa rdy  16 

based on  whe the r  o r  no t  we  had  fund ing  i n  t he  17 

coun ty .   Tha t  compac t  now,  today ,  i s  be ing  ta l ked 18 

abou t ,  e l im ina ted  tha t  compac t .   Where  i s  t he  19 

money then  go ing  to  come f rom the  coun ty  to  fund  20 

ou r  p rog rams?  21 

 We have 48 ,  48  communi ty -base d  22 

o rgan iza t i ons  p rov id ing  v i ta l  se rv ices  to  t he  23 

youth  in  our  communi ty .   You  a lso  have  hear d  tha t  24 

we  use  the  money  f rom the  coun ty  fo r  you th  25 
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se rv ices  and  we  leve rage  tha t  fund ing  to  ge t  2 

m i l l ions  o f  add i t i ona l  mon ies .   What  i s  go i ng  to  3 

happen  to  ou r  ch i l d ren?  4 

 We unders tand ,  o r  a t  l eas t  I  do ,  t ha t  5 

there  are  some very  c r i t i ca l  dec is ions  tha t  you 6 

have  to  make ,  and tha t  t he re  a re  two  ways  o f  7 

l ook ing  a t  i t ,  f rom bo th  s ide s  o f  the  a i s le .   8 

What  we ' re  request ing  is  t ha t  you take  o f f  t he  9 

no t i on  tha t  you ' re  go ing  to  repea l  t he  l aw tha t  10 

you passed  fo r  ded ica t ing  the  money f rom re d  11 

l i gh t  cameras  to  the  you th  bo ard  and  o ther  h uman  12 

se rv ices  p rog rams.  13 

 Thank you.  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Pe te r  Levy .   Peter  15 

Levy?  16 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   17 

 Caro l  O 'Ne i l l .  18 

 MS.  O 'NEILL:    I t ' s  no  l onger  morn ing .   19 

Good  a f te rnoon.   My name i s  Caro l  O 'Ne i l l ,  and  20 

I 'm a  member  o f  the  Sen ior  Se rv i ces  Coa l i t i on .   21 

I ' ve  been a  p rov ider  o f  sen io r  serv i ces  fo r  over  22 

25  yea rs  and  I ' ve  seen  i t  a l l .    23 

 I ' ve  s tood  be fo re  th is  body  many  t imes  24 

and have  advoca ted  fo r  serv i ces  fo r  sen io rs .   25 
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Th is  t ime,  i f  you ' ve  heard  be fore ,  some o f  us  are  2 

advoca t ing  fo r  sen io rs  and  you th .   Why  i s  t ha t?   3 

That 's  because tha t ' s  two end s  o f  the  spec t r um.   4 

The sen iors ,  as  o the r  peop le  have sa id  be fo re ,  5 

have  bu i l t  Nassau Coun ty .   They  made  i t  wha t  i t  6 

i s  t oday .   They  l i ved  longer  than anyone  ex pec ted  7 

to  and  they  pay  more  taxes  than anyone .   Th ey  8 

a l so  a re  very ,  very  respec t fu l  o f  ch i l d ren .   They  9 

l ove  ch i ld ren .   They  don ' t  wan t  to  see  p rog rams 10 

fo r  ch i l d ren  demol ished because they  rea l i z e  tha t  11 

ch i l d ren  a re  ou r  fu tu re .   So  you ' re  look ing  a t  12 

two popu la t i ons  -  the  peop le  who  bu i l t  Nass au 13 

Coun ty  and  the  peop le  we ' re  coun t ing  on  to  make 14 

Nassau  County  a  g rea t  coun ty  once aga in .  15 

 So  I 'm  ask ing  you or  l e t t i ng  you  know 16 

tha t  t he  Sen ior  Se rv ice  Prov iders  Coa l i t ion  is  17 

opposed to  two th ings .   We ' re  opposed to  an y  cu ts  18 

to  sen io r  and  youth  prog rams ,  and tha t  i nc l udes  19 

menta l  hea l th  p rog rams  as  we l l ,  and we  oppos e any  20 

e f fo r t s  to  red i rec t  the  revenue f rom the  re d  21 

l i gh t  cameras  f rom con t rac t  soc ia l  serv i ce  22 

agenc ies .  23 

 There  are  ove r  286 ,000  sen io rs ,  peop le  24 

over  the  age  o f  60  who  l i ve  i n  Nassau Count y ;  25 
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many  o f  them are  here  today ,  and  I 'd  l i ke  s ome o f  2 

them to  s tand up .   Wou ld  the  sen io rs  p lease  s tand 3 

up?  They  came th rough  the  monsoon .   They  w a lked  4 

th rough the  wate r  w i th  the i r  wa lke rs  and  th e i r  5 

canes and they  came he re  because  they  wante d  to  6 

see you a l l .   They  wan ted to  see  the i r  7 

l eg i s la to rs  i n  ac t ion .   They  wan ted to  hear  what  8 

you had to  say  above  p ro tec t i ng  the i r  se rv i ces .   9 

They  a lso  rep resen t  20  percen t  o f  the  popu l a t i on .   10 

Th is  20  pe rcent  o f  t he  popu la t ion  vo tes .  11 

 Th i r ty  percen t  o f  a l l  househo lds  i n  12 

Nassau  County  a re  ca r ing  fo r  an  ag ing  fami l y  13 

member .   So i t  doesn ' t  mat te r  i f  you ' re  abo ve 60  14 

o r  under  60 ,  you ' re  be ing  a f fec ted  by  the  a ge 15 

d i f f e ren t i a l .  16 

 R igh t  now the re  are  sen ior  c i t i zens  who 17 

a re  on  wa i t i ng  l i s ts  fo r  Mea ls  on  Whee ls  an d  to  18 

ge t  IS IP  home ca re  serv i ces .   What  w i l l  hap pen  i f  19 

the  money f rom the  red  l igh t  camera  is  no  l o nger  20 

d i rec ted  to  fund  our  p rograms?   What  w i l l  h appen  21 

when  $40 ,000  is  cu t  f rom the  budge t?   I  wan t  to  22 

g i ve  eve ryone  jus t  a  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  a  h is to r y  23 

l esson .  24 

 I n  2008,  the re  were  dras t i c  cu ts  to  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  114  Full Legislature – 5-21-12 

sen ior  p rograms .   I t  t h rea tened the  l i ves  -  yes ,  2 

th rea tened  the  l i ves  -  o f  sen io r  c i t i zens  m ost  i n  3 

need  o f  these  se rv ices .   These  a re  the  ones  who 4 

a re  85  and  o lde r .   They ' re  m inor i t y  sen io rs  w i th  5 

ve ry ,  ve ry ,  very  severe  hea l th  cond i t i ons .   6 

They ' re  sen io rs  who l i ve  a lone ;  they  can  no  7 

l onger  shop,  cook ,  o r  p repare  mea ls  fo r  8 

themse lves .   When fund ing  fo r  Nassau  County  9 

sen ior  cen te rs  was  cu t ,  sen io rs  came in  and  we  10 

were  d i rec t i ng  them to  - -  you ' re  en t i t led  to  come 11 

in to  the  cen ter ;  we can no  longer  p rov ide  12 

t ranspor ta t i on  fo r  you .   You  can  b r ing  i n  a  13 

sandwich  and  you  can  en joy  the  ac t iv i t ies .   I t  14 

b roke ou r  hea r t s .   I t  b roke ou r  hear ts .  15 

 We a lso  tu rned back  veh ic les  because  we 16 

had no  money  fo r  t he  i nsurance ,  no  money  fo r  t he  17 

gas  to  t ranspor t  peop le ,  and  we la id  o f f  a  l o t  o f  18 

peop le ,  many  o f  them s ing le  pa rents ,  very  l o w 19 

income peop le .   I t  was  a  d isas te r .   The on l y  20 

th ing  tha t  ba i l ed  us  ou t  a t  t ha t  t ime was t he  ARA 21 

money - -  22 

 CLERK MULLER:    Your  th ree  m inutes  have 23 

exp i red .  24 

 MS.  O 'NEILL:    f rom the  fede ra l  25 
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gove rnment ,  t he  Amer ican  Recovery  Re inves tm ent  2 

Ac t  o f  2009.   I t ' s  no t  t he re  anymore .   There 's  no  3 

one le f t  t o  ba i l  us  ou t .   Today,  t he re  a re  more  4 

o lde r  adu l ts  in  Nassau  County  than  in  2008.   A t  5 

the  same t ime ,  fund ing  has  dec reased .  6 

 The human to l l  o f  e l im ina t ing  or  cu t t i ng  7 

se rv ices  wou ld  be  devas ta t ing  to  the  thousan ds  o f  8 

sen iors  c i t i zens  who  have a l ready  su f fe red  the  9 

l oss  o f  the i r  hea l th ,  the i r  i ncome,  the i r  f ami ly  10 

and the i r  f r i ends .  11 

 CLERK MULLER:    Your  th ree  m inutes  have 12 

exp i red .  13 

 MS.  O 'NEILL:    Okay .   May is  Sen io r  14 

C i t i zens  Mon th ,  bu t  there  is  no  joy  in  Nass au 15 

Coun ty  because o f  the  proposed  cu ts .  16 

 As  l eg is la to rs  you  v is i t ed  ou r  sen io r  17 

centers ,  you  road a long on  the  Mea ls  on  Whe e ls  18 

run ,  you 've  a lso  gone to  g raduat ions  fo r  a t - r i sk  19 

youth ;  t hese  were  photo  oppor tun i t ies .   I ' d  l i ke  20 

you to  remember  tha t  t hese  ar e  no  photo  21 

oppor tun i t ies .   They  a re  rea l  peop le ,  and r ea l  22 

peop le  ge t  hu r t  when  the i r  v i t a l  serv i ces  a re  23 

cu t .  24 

 W i thou t  your  he lp ,  v i t a l  and  l i f e  25 
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sus ta in ing  se rv i ces  w i l l  be  cu t  by  m i l l i ons  o f  2 

do l l a rs .   You  know the  need i s  g rea t .   You know 3 

the  t ime  i s  now to  p revent  wa i t i ng  l i s ts  fo r  4 

Mea ls  on  Whee ls .  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  6 

 MS.  O 'NEILL:    To  keep  a t - r i sk  you th  o f f  7 

the  s t ree ts  and  - -  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You have  to  wrap  i t  9 

up ,  ma 'am.   Your  th ree  m inutes  - -  10 

 MS.  O 'NEILL:   i n  schoo l .  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    has  exp i r ed .  12 

 MS.  O 'NEILL:    Thank  you  very  much  fo r  13 

l i s ten ing  to  me .  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  15 

 MS.  O 'NEILL:    And  I  hope tha t  when you 16 

vo te  you  can  remember  a  p i c tu re  o f  you r  mot her  o r  17 

your  g randmothe r  and  ask  them what  they  wou ld  do  18 

i n  th i s  s i tua t i on .   Thank you .  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Margar i t a  Gros ing  o f  20 

Rockv i l l e  Cen t re ,  Ba ldwin .  21 

 MS.  GROSING:    D id  you  ge t  i t  r i gh t?   22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  t r ied .  23 

 MS.  GROSING:    Marga r i ta .  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Margar i t a .  25 
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 MS.  GROSING:    You 've  go t  to  l ea rn  to  2 

p ronounce names  he re .  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I t ' s  t he  wr i t i ng  tha t  4 

th rows  me.  5 

 MS.  GROSING:    You 've  go t  George  in  6 

S ibe r ia ,  and  me  where?  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I t  depends .  8 

 MS.  GROSING:    Wel l ,  I 'm  the  execu t i ve  9 

d i rec tor  o f  t he  H ispan ic  B ro therhood  o f  Rock v i l l e  10 

Cent re .   And  I  know some o f  you.   Some o f  y ou 11 

have  been in  ou r  cen te r  and g i ven us  12 

p roc lamat ions  fo r  the  good  job  tha t  we  do.   We 13 

have  a  sen io r  c i t i zens  p rogram where  we ser ve  14 

4 ,000 mea ls  a  year ,  and we  a l so  have  the  yo u th  15 

p rog ram,  a f te r  schoo l  and in  the  summer t ime .  16 

 These cu ts  a re  devas ta t i ng  and  they  w i l l  17 

be  devas ta t i ng  fo r  our  agency  because we  do n ' t  18 

have  a  b ig  budge t .   So  those  4 ,000  mea ls  th a t  we  19 

se rve ,  t hey ' re  no t  go ing  to  be  the re ,  and t he  20 

k ids  tha t  we  he lp ,  t hey  won ’ t  be  the re .   Bu t  you  21 

won ' t  be  the re  e i the r  because  i t ' s  go ing  to  be  22 

mu tua l .  23 

 Fo r  the  o the r  s ide  o f  the  a i s le ,  I  know 24 

you have  ten  vo tes  on  one s ide  and  you  know  th ree  25 
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on  the  o ther .   I  r emembered when  we needed to  2 

re f i nance my  home to  pay  fo r  co l lege .   Some t imes  3 

i n  th i s  economy we  need to  do  the  r i gh t  th in g .   4 

And now is  no t  t he  t ime to  p lay  po l i t i cs .   I  5 

th ink  peop le  in  th is  count ry ,  f rom Wash ing t on  a l l  6 

the  way down,  a re  fed  up  w i th  the  po l i t i cs .   Work  7 

w i th  you r  hea r t ,  no t  w i th  the  po l i t i ca l  par t y .  8 

 Thank you.  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Scanne l l .  10 

 LEGISLATOR SCANNELL:    H i ,  Marga r i ta .   11 

Thank you so  much fo r  coming  down.   I t  i s  g rea t  12 

to  see  you ,  bu t  i t  a lso  is  un for tuna te  tha t  your  13 

agency  i s  be ing  cu t .   L i ke  you  sa id ,  l i t e ra l l y  14 

4 ,000 mea ls  i s  j us t  an  i nc red ib le  se rv ice .   I ' ve  15 

been  to  your  p lace .   I ' ve  been  the re  many t imes.   16 

I  know the  ou ts tand ing  j ob  tha t  you guys  do ,  and  17 

I  th ink  i t ' s ,  you  know - -  I 'm  go ing  to  vo te  no  on  18 

th is  today .  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Ph i l  - -  I 'm so r ry ,  20 

i t ' s  t he  wr i t ing  - -  N icho las  -  M icku lous .   D id  I  21 

ge t  i t  r igh t?  22 

 MR.  MICKULOUS:    You  go t  i t  p re t ty  c lose .   23 

Very  good.  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  25 
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 MR.  MICKULOUS:    I 'm  no t  go ing  to  repeat  2 

what  mos t  o f  my  co l l eagues  have a l ready  we l l  3 

s ta ted .   I ' l l  j us t  say  Amen.    4 

 I  don ' t  know how many are  s t i l l  he re ,  bu t  5 

i f  any  o f  the  Fami ly  &  Ch i ld ren  fo lks ,  t he  s ta f f ,  6 

board  representa t i ves ,  c l i en ts ,  jus t  s tand up .   7 

I 'm to ld  tha t  po l i t i c i ans  can  do  one  th ing  very  8 

we l l ,  and tha t ' s  count .   So  we  jus t  wanted to  9 

show you  tha t  we  were  he re .  10 

 Ac tua l l y ,  I 'm  jus t  go ing  to  take  my 11 

coup le  o f  minu tes  to  read a  l e t te r  t ha t  I  t h ink  12 

Leg is la to r  Gonsa lves ,  you go t  f rom one  o f  y our  13 

cons t i tuen ts ,  who is  one  o f  my  co l leagues a t  t he  14 

agency ,  a f te r  I  sen t  an  e-ma i l  descr ib ing  th e  15 

c r is is  and  the  s i t ua t i on  tha t  we 've  been  ta l k ing  16 

abou t  a l l  morn ing .  17 

 She wro te :    I s  tha t  rea l l y  what  you  and  18 

the  res t  o f  t he  leg i s la tu re  w i l l  a l l ow  to  h appen?  19 

She had summar i zed  the  e lemen ts  tha t  we 've  been 20 

ta lk ing  abou t .   You were  e lec ted  to  be  adu l t s ,  t o  21 

f i nd  common g round ,  to  work  fo r  the  good  o f  the  22 

who le  commun i ty .   I t  seems  l i ke  too  many  23 

leg i s la to rs  va lue  pa r t y  loya l t y  above a l l  e l se ,  24 

democra ts  as  we l l  as  repub l i cans .  25 
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 My  suggest ion  to  a l l  o f  you ,  s top  2 

g rands tand ing .   I f  work ing  togethe r  on  3 

red i s t r i c t ing  w i l l  ga in  the  suppor t  the  o f  4 

democra ts  fo r  t he  bond  i ssue ,  then  do  i t .  5 

 The HHS depar tments ,  a long  w i th  the i r  6 

pa r tne rs  i n  the  non-pro f i t  communi ty ,  se rve  the  7 

most  vu lne rab le  o f  our  ne ighbors .   When the  poor ,  8 

e lde r l y ,  and  d i sab led  are  th rea tened  to  adv ance 9 

one pa r t y ' s  agenda ,  then  the re  i s  someth ing  10 

fundamenta l l y  w rong w i th  the  way  tha t  ou r  l o ca l  11 

gove rnment  i s  opera t ing .   Be  a  l eader .   F in d  a  12 

so lu t i on  tha t  does  no t  endanger  those leas t  ab le  13 

to  advocate  fo r  themse lves .  14 

 Thank you ve ry  much.  15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  16 

 Ammalee Oakman o f  Oys ter  Bay ,  L i fe  17 

Enr i chment  Cen te r .   Ammalee.  18 

 MS.  OAKMAN:    He l l o  pane l .   My  name is  19 

Ammalee Oakman,  and I 'm a  sen ior  c i t i zen  an d  a  20 

member  o f  the  L i fe  Enr ichmen t  Center  a t  Oys ter  21 

Bay.   I  have  been a  member  the re  fo r  t h ree  yea rs .   22 

I 'm he re  today  because  I 'm  a f ra id  I  won ' t  b e  ab le  23 

to  con t inu ing  to  par t i c i pa te  i n  the  prog rams  a t  24 

the  center  i f  f und ing  cu ts  a re  made.   Progr ams  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  121  Full Legislature – 5-21-12 

l i ke  our  week ly  lunch,  round- t r i p  t ranspor ta t i on  2 

to  the  cen te r ,  and  med ica l  t ranspor ta t ion  t o  3 

doc tor ' s  appo in tments  he lps  to  keep sen iors  4 

ac t i ve  and  hea l thy  i n  the i r  o wn commun i t ies .  5 

 I  had a  te r r i b le  acc iden t  where  I  a lmost  6 

d ied  about  two yea rs  ago ,  and  the  center  wa s  7 

there  fo r  me .   I f  you  cu t  the  center  fo r  se n io rs ,  8 

there  are  peop le  tha t  don ' t  have  fam i l ies .   How 9 

a re  they  to  l i ve ,  to  ge t  a long  to  ge t  s t ren g th  10 

and s t ronger  eve ry  day ,  and to  go  en joy?   A l l  o f  11 

us ,  one day ,  a re  go ing  to  ge t  o ld .   A l l  o f  us ,  12 

one day ,  a re  go ing  to  need  he lp .   The sen io r  13 

center  has  a lways  been  the re  to  take  care ,  and  to  14 

show you  s t reng th  to  go  on  to  l i ve  the  l i fe  you 15 

l i ve  to  the  fu l l es t .  16 

 Thank you ve ry  much.  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .    18 

 L i sa  Cra ig  o f  G len  Cove.  19 

 MS.  CRAIG:    He l lo ,  everyone .   My name i s  20 

L i sa  Cra ig .   I ’m  the  d i rec to r  o f  t he  G len  C ove  21 

Adu l t  Day  Program,  wh ich  func t ions  under  th e  G len  22 

Cove  Sen io r  Cen ter .   And  I  t hank  you  fo r  ye a rs  o f  23 

fund ing ,  wh ich  we are  to ta l l y  dependen t  upo n .   24 

I ’m he re  today  to  speak on  beha l f  o f  adu l t  day  25 
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ca re  fo r  sen io rs  w i th  spec ia l  needs.   And I 'm 2 

he re  to  te l l  you  tha t  th is  i s  an  i ssue  wh ic h  3 

a f fec ts  a l l  genera t i ons  in  Nassau Coun ty .  4 

 Whose l i fe  he re  has  no t  been  in  contac t  5 

w i th  an  e lde r ly  sen io r  who  i s  su f fe r ing  e i t her  6 

f rom A lzhe imer ' s  o r  anothe r  fo rm o f  dement i a ,  o r  7 

anothe r  phys i ca l  d isab i l i t y?  8 

 As  we a l l  know,  Nassau  County ' s  sen ior  9 

popu la t i on  i s  expec ted  to  sky rocke t ,  as  bab y  10 

boomers  are  now reach ing  re t i remen t  age.   M any  o f  11 

us  i n  tha t  age b racket  a re  now car ing  fo r  o u r  12 

e lde r l y  pa ren ts ,  and  we know the  mean ing  o f  the  13 

te rm careg ive r  s t ress .   The fear  i s  tha t  th i s  14 

s t ress  w i l l  nega t i ve ly  a f fec t  ou r  own hea l t h  and  15 

we l l  be ing ,  and  tha t  baby  boomers  w i l l  no t  b e  16 

ab le  to  l i ve  as  hea l thy  as  the  paren ts  we a re  now 17 

ca r ing  fo r .  18 

 Adu l t  day  ca re  i s  a  re la t i ve l y  new 19 

concep t ,  f i r s t  c rea ted  i n  1985  by  the  Older  20 

Amer icans  Ac t .   Bu t ,  i n  today ' s  economy,  wh ere  21 

a l l  fami ly  members  p re t t y  much  have to  work ,  i t  22 

has  become a  l i f esaver  fo r  bo th  the  ca reg ive rs  23 

who are  s t i l l  ou t  in  the  work force  and  fo r  t he i r  24 

e lde r l y  loved  ones  who  wou ld  o therw ise  be  l e f t  25 
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home a lone .   Many adu l t  day  c a re  cen te rs  p ro v ide r  2 

t ranspor ta t i on  fo r  t he  homebound ,  nu t r i t ion  ho t  3 

mea ls  fo r  the  hungry ,  spec ia l  exerc i se  fo r  t hose  4 

w i th  d isab i l i t i es ,  and  soc ia l i za t i on  fo r  th e  5 

l one ly .   Adu l t  day  p rograms a l low the  ve ry  peop le  6 

who bu i l t  th i s  county  to  age  w i th  d ign i t y  a nd 7 

pu rpose among  the i r  fami l i es ,  and fo r  many i t  i s  8 

an  oppor tun i t y  to  f l ou r i sh  aga in .   For  many ,  t hey  9 

w i l l  never  have  the  need  fo r  a  nurs ing  home .   Fo r  10 

o the rs ,  the  need  fo r  end -o f - l i fe -care  in  a  11 

nu rs ing  home wi l l  be  g rea t ly  d im in ished.  12 

 Over  the  yea rs ,  we  have wa tched ou r  own 13 

p rog ram work  wonders .   I nnumerab le  t imes ,  14 

fami l i es  have  come to  me  and  asked ,  what  hav e you 15 

done  to  b r ing  my  paren t  back  to  l i fe?   They ' re  a  16 

to ta l l y  changed  pe rson .  17 

 We have proud ly  b rough t  some resp i te  and  18 

comfor t  to  peop le  who have  assumed  the  enor mous 19 

respons ib i l i t y  o f  ca r ing  fo r  t he i r  f ra i l  lo ved  20 

ones  a t  home.   The  need fo r  t hese prog rams i s  21 

on ly  go ing  to  i nc rease  as  ou r  popu la t i on  ag es .  22 

 Las t ,  bu t  no t  l eas t ,  p lease remember  tha t  23 

the  cos t  o f  f und ing  adu l t  day  prog rams  i s  a  24 

f rac t i on  o f  t he  cos t  o f  fund ing  nu rs ing  hom es.   25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  124  Full Legislature – 5-21-12 

Nurs ing  home beds are  a l ready  expens ive  and  2 

f i l l ed  to  capac i ty .   Wha t  w i l l  happen a  deca de  3 

f rom now?  4 

 P lease  th ink  ca re fu l l y  and  p reempt ive l y  5 

abou t  cu t t ing  ou r  budgets .   Th ink  abou t  the  6 

fu tu re  -  you r  fu tu re ,  ou r  fu tu re .   Cut t i ng  - -  7 

 CLERK MULLER:    Your  th ree  m inutes  have 8 

exp i red .  9 

 MS.  CRAIG:    Cu t t i ng  fund ing  fo r  t h i s  10 

human se rv ice  w i l l  on l y  p rove  to  be  vas t ly  more  11 

expens ive  to  Nassau Coun ty  i n  the  long  run .  12 

 P lease ,  I  jus t  encourage  eve rybody ,  i f  13 

you vo te  w i th  your  hea r t s ,  you  won ' t  be  wro ng.  14 

 Thank you.  15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Andrew Ma lekof f  f rom 16 

Ros lyn  He igh ts .   I  hope I  go t  tha t  r igh t .  17 

 MR.  MALEKOFF:    Good  a f te rnoo n .   I 'm  18 

ac tua l l y  f rom Long  Beach .   I 'm  the  execu t iv e  19 

d i rec tor  o f  Nor th  Shore  Ch i l d  and Fami ly  Gu idance 20 

Center .   I  don ' t  wan t  to  repea t  what  many o f  my 21 

co l l eagues  and consumers ,  boa rd  members  hav e  22 

a l ready  sa id ,  bu t  I  guess  I  have  one  ques t i on  I  23 

wou ld  l i ke  to  ask  and to  i n t roduce  tha t  que s t i on  24 

by  i n t roduc ing  you  to  some peop le .  25 
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 The ques t ion  I  have is  s ince  the  2 

poss ib i l i t y  t ha t  t he  men ta l  hea l th ,  chemica l  3 

dependency ,  deve lopmen ta l  d i sab i l i t i es  and you th  4 

se rv ices  p rog rams wi l l  be  e l im ina ted ,  as  th e  5 

a r t i c l e  in  Newsday  t oday  emph as ized,  I  wante d to  6 

know wha t  the  cont ingency  p lan  i s  in  the  ev ent  7 

tha t  t ha t  happens.  8 

 So  wha t  I  d id  i s ,  s ince  we  see  9 

emergenc ies  a t  t he  Ch i ld  and  Fami l y  Gu idanc e  10 

Center  a t  a  ra te  o f  abou t  20  percent  o f  a l l  o f  11 

ou r  ca l l s ,  wh ich  i s  hundreds  o f  ca l l s  each yea r ,  12 

I  want  to  know wha t  w i l l  happen w i th  some o f  13 

them.   So I  l ooked  th rough  the  ca l l s .   My s ta f f  14 

g i ves  me  the  l i s t  o f  emergenc ies  and  in take s  on  a  15 

month l y  bas i s .   And so  th i s  morn ing  I  jus t  w en t  16 

th rough those  and I  jus t  p icked a  few ou t .   I  17 

d idn ' t  che r ry  p i ck .   I  j us t  went  down the  l as t  18 

coup le  o f  mon ths .   I  d isgu ised  some o f  t h is  fo r  19 

peop le 's  p r i vacy  and  con f iden t ia l i t y .  20 

 Mar ia ,  age  f i ve ,  w i tnesses  domes t i c  21 

v io lence .   Fa the r  choked  mom in  f ron t  o f  Mar ia .   22 

Mo ther  d iscovered he  has  pas t  h i s to ry  o f  se x  23 

o f fender .   So  what 's  t he  p lan  fo r  Mar ia?  24 

 Che lsea,  age  12 ,  sen t  a  tex t  t o  he r  25 
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f r iend  las t  n igh t  s ta t ing ,  I  wan t  to  k i l l  m yse l f .   2 

F r iend  repor ted  i t  t o  schoo l  o f f i c ia ls .   A  few  3 

months  ago ,  Che lsea was cu t t i ng  he r  a rms .   W ha t ' s  4 

the  p lan  fo r  Che lsea?  5 

 M ichae l ,  age  9 ,  made  a  su i c ida l  6 

s ta temen t ,  has  v io len t ,  aggress i ve  thoughts ,  and  7 

ha l l uc ina t ions .   Wha t  w i l l  happen to  M ichae l  when 8 

the  cu ts  a re  made?  9 

 Sa rah,  age  15 ,  was  abandoned  by  mo ther  a t  10 

age f i ve .   Her  fa the r  commi t ted  su ic ide  whe n  she  11 

was an  in fan t .   She l i ves  w i th  re la t i ves .   She  12 

was re fe r red  as  a  resu l t  o f  cu t t ing  he r  a rm s .   13 

What  w i l l  happen  to  Sarah?  14 

 Pa t r i c ia ,  age  10 ,  was re fe r red  a f te r  15 

pos t ing  a  v ideo  on  the  i n te rne t  in  wh ich  sh e  he ld  16 

a  kn i fe  to  he r  th roa t .   She has  a  h i s to ry  o f  17 

be ing  sexua l l y  abused.   What  w i l l  happen  to  18 

Pa t r i c ia?   What ' s  the  cont ingency  p lan  fo r  her?  19 

 An thony  is  deep ly  depressed s ince  the  20 

death  o f  h is  g randmother .   He  cu ts  h imse l f  and  21 

ta lks  abou t  wan t ing  to  d ie  to  be  w i th  h i s  22 

g randmothe r .   What 's  t he  p lan  fo r  An thony? 23 

 A r ie l l a ,  11 ,  sexua l l y  abused  by  a  24 

re la t i ve  who  he ld  h i s  hand  ove r  he r  mouth  t o  25 
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p reven t  he r  f rom screaming .   Who  i s  go ing  t o  see  2 

A r ie l l a  i f  cu ts  a re  made?  3 

 Audrey ,  found  on  the  serv i ce  road o f  t he  4 

L IE  passed  ou t  d runk .   H is to ry  o f  be ing  ver ba l l y  5 

abused  a t  home.  6 

 CLERK MULLER:    Your  th ree  m inutes  have 7 

exp i red .  8 

 MR.  MALEKOFF:    Okay .   So my  ques t ion  is  9 

what 's  t he  cont ingency  p lan  fo r  these k ids  and  10 

fo r  o the rs  tha t  a re  represen ted  by  the  o the r  11 

agenc ies  i f  the  poss ib i l i t y  o f  t he  p rograms  be ing  12 

e l im ina ted  ex is t ,  wh ich  i t  does  and I  take  i t  13 

se r ious l y ,  what  do  we te l l  t hese  fam i l ies  w hen  14 

they  read in  the  newspaper  tha t  the  prog ram s  a re  15 

cu t?   What  i s  t he  p lan  fo r  t hese  ca l l s?   We  16 

rece ive  them eve ry  day .  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  unders tand  the  18 

ques t ion .   I  don ' t  know what  you ' re  look ing  fo r  19 

us  to  te l l  you .  20 

 MR.  MALEKOFF:    I 'm look ing  fo r  what  the  21 

p lan  i s ,  so  when  the  ca l l s  t ha t  - -  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I f  t he  bond ing  i s  23 

re jec ted  and  the  fu r ther  s teps  tha t  have  be en 24 

ou t l ined  a re  taken ,  obv ious l y  there  w i l l  be  a  25 
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c rea t i on  o f  a  vo id .   Tha t  vo id  w i l l  have  to  be  2 

f i l l ed ,  I  wou ld  say  by  soc ia l  se rv ices .   I  don ' t  3 

know.  4 

 MR.  MALEKOFF:   Soc ia l  se rv ices  does  no t  5 

p rov ide  - -  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Th ings  a re  go ing  to  7 

ge t  cu t  back .  8 

 MR.  MALEKOFF:   t h i s  soc ia l .   Soc ia l  9 

Serv ices  does  no t  p rov ide  men ta l  hea l th  ser v ices .   10 

They ' re  no t  l i censed  by  the  New York  S ta te  O f f i ce  11 

o f  Men ta l  Hea l th .  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    S i r ,  I  unders tand 13 

tha t .   Bu t  what  I 'm say ing  to  you is  i f  cu t s  a re  14 

made ,  obv ious l y  th ings  a re  go ing  to  have  to  be  15 

cu t  back .    16 

 MR.  MALEKOFF:   I  unders tand tha t .  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You can ' t  spend money 18 

tw ice .  19 

 MR.  MALEKOFF:    R igh t .   So  wha t ' s  the  20 

p lan  fo r  see ing  these peop le?   Th is  i s  j us t  a  21 

hand fu l  tha t  I  gave you.  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Hope fu l l y ,  t he  p lan  23 

i s  t ha t  a l l  o f  t h i s  goes  away  because they  24 

approve the  bond ing  tha t ' s  on  the  ca lendar  today .   25 
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Bu t  i t ' s  up  to  - -  we  need 13  vo tes ;  I  have ten .   2 

I t ' s  - -  3 

 MR.  MALEKOFF:   So who do  I  t e l l  the  4 

fami ly  to  ca l l  when we  have to  c lose  our  5 

se rv ices?  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You know wha t?   I ' l l  7 

p lay  the  game.   You te l l  t hem tha t  we neede d  13 8 

vo tes  and we  on ly  go t  10 ,  and  so  here  we  ar e .  9 

 MR.  MALEKOFF:   So shou ld  they  ca l l  you?  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I f  t hey  l i ve  i n  my  11 

d i s t r i c t ,  I ' d  be  happy  to  take  the  ca l l s .  12 

 MR.  MALEKOFF:   And  who  w i l l  t r ea t  them? 13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I 'm no t  l i censed  to  14 

do  tha t .  15 

 MR.  MALEKOFF:    Somebody  up  he re  mus t  16 

have  - -  you ' re  smar t  peop le .   You work  toge t he r  17 

to  make dec is ions .   What 's  t he  con t ingency  p lan ,  18 

because th is  i s  a  rea l  poss ib i l i t y?    D id  a nyone  19 

d i scuss  a  con t ingency?  20 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I f  I  may.   I  don ’ t  21 

th ink  anyone  up  he re  - -  I 'm speak ing  fo r  ou r  s ide  22 

and I  guess  I  cou ld  speak fo r  the  o the r  s id e .   23 

The coun ty  execu t i ve  has  no t  de ta i led  how an d 24 

what  depar tments  wou ld  be  cu t  and in  wha t  ma nner  25 
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they  w i l l  be  cu t .  2 

 I n  regards  to  menta l  hea l th  -  and I 'm 3 

su re ,  as  you  know,  men ta l  hea l th  rece ives  a  4 

subs tan t ia l  amount  o f  money th rough the  s ta te .  5 

 MR.  MALEKOFF:   Tha t ' s  ma tch ing  funds .   So 6 

i f  county  mon ies  a re  l os t ,  t he  s ta te  match in g  7 

funds  are  los t  t oo .  8 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Tha t ' s  my  po in t .   9 

That 's  wha t  I 'm  abou t  to  say ,  what  you ' re  s ay ing .  10 

 I  cou ldn ' t  see  a  reason why the  11 

admin i s t ra t i on  wou ld  cu t  coun ty  funds  wh ich  ma tch  12 

what  the  s ta te  i s  go ing  to  g i ve  us .   Wel l ,  I  13 

heard  someone say  because we need the  money .   14 

Then  tha t ' s  s i l l y  because - -  we l l ,  t he  reaso n why 15 

I  say  tha t  i s  t he  money tha t ' s  coming in  f r om the  16 

s ta te  i s  revenue .   I f  i t ' s  coming on  the  re venue  17 

s ide  o f  the  budget ,  then  i t ' s  go ing  to  be  c os t  - -  18 

you ' re  no t  sav ing  any th ing  i f  you ' re  cu t t ing  19 

money f rom the  revenue  s ide  a t  t he  same t im e  20 

because you ' re  no t  spend ing  - -  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You ' re  r i gh t .  22 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    t he  ma tch ing  23 

do l l a rs  on  the  expend i tu re  s ide .  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  w i l l  concede  the  25 
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po in t .   You ' re  abso lu te l y  r ig h t .   Bu t  you ha ven ' t  2 

been  l i s ten ing  to  what  i s  sa id  up  he re .   As  3 

Leg is la to r  Fo rd  po in ted  ou t ,  so  co r rec t l y ,  when 4 

the  lawyers  come in  w i th  the  j udgmen ts ,  i t ' s  5 

b l ind .   They ' re  no t  go ing  to  say  th i s  i s  ma tch ing  6 

funds ;  i t ' s  g ive  me my  money .    7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  why  vo te  fo r  8 

the  se t t lemen ts  and incu r  the  judgment?  9 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    To  answer  to  your  10 

po in t ,  t he re  is  no  one  up  he re  tha t  i s  p r iv y  to  11 

any  documenta t i on  or  any  know ledge  o f  what  the  12 

admin i s t ra t i on  wou ld  do  i f  th ey  dec ided to  g o  13 

down  tha t  d i rec t ion .   I  jus t  f ind  i t  hard  t o  14 

be l i eve  tha t  we  wou ld  be  cu t t i ng  any  money tha t  15 

we  bas ica l l y  wou ld  need to  ma tch .   A t  the  s ame 16 

t ime ,  you ' re  no t  add ress ing  your  $40  m i l l io n  17 

p rob lem because  you are  s t i l l  go ing  to  be  s hor t  18 

a t  t he  end  o f  t he  day  on  the  revenue  s ide  be cause 19 

tha t ' s  t he  money  tha t ' s  coming  in  f rom the  s ta te .   20 

I t  doesn ' t  make  any  sense.   I t ' s  no t  cos t in g  you  21 

any th ing  to  p rov ide  the  se rv i ce ;  t ha t ' s  in  the  22 

even t ,  where  we ' re  ta l k ing  about  a  50  pe rce n t  23 

ma tch .   Obv ious l y  i f  we ' re  ta l k ing  about  le ss ,  i t  24 

has  a  d i f f e ren t  type  o f  impac t .  25 
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 Bu t  to  be  more  d i rec t  to  you r  ques t i on ,  I  2 

th ink  i t  m igh t  be  more  approp r ia te  fo r  some one  3 

f rom the  admin i s t ra t ion  - -  no  one up  here ,  t o  my  4 

know ledge,  has  been g i ven any  in fo rmat ion  t ha t  5 

wou ld  g i ve  us  any  ind i ca t i on  on  how the  cou n ty  6 

execut ive  w i l l  imp lement  any  cu ts .   A l l  we have 7 

heard  is  t he  e l im ina t i on  o f  chemica l  depend ency ,  8 

o f  men ta l  hea l th ,  o f  you th  board .   Tha t ' s  a l l  9 

we 've  heard .   I  don ' t  know wha t  tha t  means 10 

because each  and  eve ry  one  o f  those agenc ies  11 

rece ive  s ta te  fund ing ,  wh ich  i f  you ' re  ta lk ing  12 

abou t  no t  be ing  in  the  men ta l  hea l th  bus ine ss  or  13 

the  chemica l  dependency  o f  t he  you th  board  14 

bus iness ,  then obv ious ly  they ' re  g iv ing  tha t  15 

money back  too .   You ' re  no t  go ing  to  be  16 

co l l ec t i ng  tha t  revenue too .   You can ' t  co l l ec t  17 

revenue and no t  p rov ide  the  se rv ice .   So ,  f rom 18 

tha t  s tandpo in t ,  I 'm  no t  t oo  sure  what  the  county  19 

execut ive  is  ta l k ing .   But ,  t hen  aga in ,  the  20 

de ta i l s  a re  a  b i t  vague.  21 

 MR.  MALEEKOFF:     We l l ,  I  wou ld  jus t  22 

sugges t  tha t  eve ryone up  here  ge t  tha t  23 

cont ingency  p lan ,  because when  these  phone ca l l s  24 

a re  made ,  l i ves  are  a t  s take .   And  peop le  w ho 25 
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know wha t  they  a re  do ing ,  who  are  l i censed,  2 

qua l i f ied ,  and exper ienced  to  do  i t  a re  the  ones  3 

tha t  need to  respond .   So tha t  i f  the  cu t t i ng  4 

takes  e f fec t ,  t here  must  be  s omeone to  respo nd  5 

tha t  i s  ab le  to ,  o therw ise  the  consequences  are  6 

more  than d i re .  7 

 So ,  I  thank  you  fo r  your  t ime .   And I  8 

hope  tha t  in  you r  de l i be ra t i ons  you w i l l  ma ke the  9 

r i gh t  dec i s ions .  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  11 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Mr .  Cha i rman .  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo .  13 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    I  jus t  wan ted to  14 

respond.  15 

 Jus t  so  you unders tand .   Once  the  bonds 16 

a re  tu rned  a round and the  $41  mi l l ion  in  17 

j udgments  a re  then  r ipe  to  be  used  to  a t tac h  the  18 

coun ty 's  bank  accoun ts ,  there  are  no  19 

cont ingenc ies  tha t  we ' re  aware  o f .   There  i s  20 

go ing  to  be  d ras t i c  cu ts .   Bas ica l l y ,  th is  County  21 

has  a l ready  - -  t h i s  coun ty  has  a l ready  cu t  t o  the  22 

bone .   To  leave  any  sugges t ion  ou t  t he re  th a t  the  23 

coun ty  execu t ive  i s  go ing  to  have any  op t ion s  24 

tha t ' s  go ing  to  do  someth ing  tha t ' s  go ing  t o  25 
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spare  th is  agency  or  t h i s  g roup o f  very  nee dy 2 

peop le  i s  a  fab r ica t ion .   I t ' s  go ing  to  be  3 

immedia te .   I t ' s  go ing  to  be  d ras t ic .   Ther e  a re  4 

go ing  to  be  peop le  l os ing  se rv ices ,  and the re  is  5 

no  p lan  fo r  t hem.   Tha t ' s  the  resu l t  o f  tu r n ing  6 

down  th i s  bond i ssue ,  pe r iod .   7 

 Whethe r  we  take  the  ac t i on  we ' re  go ing  to  8 

take  nex t  o r  no t ,  once  the  bond issue fa i l s  the  9 

$41 mi l l ion  opens up  in  a  budget  tha t ' s  a l r eady  10 

been  cu t  t o  the  bone  and  the re  i s  go ing  to  b e  11 

d ras t i c  pa in  in  th is  county .  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Denenberg .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    S i r ,  t he re 's  $114 14 

m i l l ion  more  bo r rowing  s i t t i ng  i n  the  c le rk ' s  15 

o f f i ce  r igh t  now.   There 's  vo tes  be ing  take n  16 

today  to  se t t le  cases  tha t  wou ld  e f fec t i ve l y  pu t  17 

us  on  the  hook .   We shou ldn ' t  be  se t t l ing  t hese 18 

cases  i f  t he  on ly  way to  pay  them is  bor row ing  19 

and more  bor row ing .   The  bo t tom l i ne  i s  the  ma th  20 

tha t  you ' re  do ing .  21 

 Bo r row ing  doesn ' t  g i ve  you  revenue .   The  22 

red  l i gh t  camera  money  i s  rea l  revenue .   An d  in  23 

the  behav iora l  serv i ce  a rea ,  f o r  eve ry  do l l a r  24 

tha t  we cu t  we g ive  up  $4  f rom o ther  sou rce s .   So 25 
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the  ma th  tha t  you ' re  see ing  i s  why  g ive  up  fou r  2 

fo r  every  one ;  why  th row away  a  ded ica ted  re venue 3 

source  tha t  was  ded ica ted  in  d i rec t  f i sca l  t imes ;  4 

and why vo te  to  accept  j udgme n ts  and  pu t  us  in  a  5 

s i tua t ion  where  we ' re  go ing  to  be  bo r row ing  or  6 

asked to  bor row $400  m i l l i on  i n  ve ry ,  ve ry  sho r t  7 

o rde r .   You ' re  j us t  go ing  to  come back  aga i n ,  and 8 

aga in ,  and  aga in .  9 

 The bo t tom l i ne  is  N IFA won ' t  even  le t  us  10 

bo r row unt i l  ano ther  50  mi l l i on  in  cu ts  ex i s t .   11 

So  i f  Mr .  N ico le l l o ' s  r i gh t  t ha t  t hose  50  m i l l ion  12 

don ' t  ex is t ,  then we ' re  neve r  go ing  to  be  a l lowed 13 

to  bor row.   We shou ld  leave you a lone.  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  Denenberg ,  i f  you  15 

be l i eve  one word  o f  what  you  jus t  sa id ,  you ' d  16 

vo te  fo r  t he  se t t l emen ts  and  the  bonds .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Pe te r ,  Peter .   I  18 

vo ted  and - -  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You wou ld  vo te  - -  20 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    jo ined  me and 21 

sa id  you  d idn ' t  want  to  le t  t he  coun ty  exec u t i ve  22 

take  - -  23 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Dav id ,  on e  a t  a  t ime  24 

- -  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    the i r  money away .   2 

So  s t i ck  w i th  your  word  f rom 2009.   Don ' t  t ake  3 

the i r  money away .  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Dav id ,  i f  N IFA  won ' t  5 

approve the  bor row ing ,  as  you  have  sa id  fou r  6 

t imes du r ing  th i s  pe r iod ,  i f  t ha t ' s  t rue ,  an d I  7 

don ' t  be l i eve  tha t  i t  i s ,  i f  t ha t ' s  t rue ,  y ou 8 

wou ld  vo te  fo r  t he  bonds ,  you  wou ld  save  the se  9 

agenc ies  today .   And  le t  N IFA  take  - -  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I t ' s  no t  sav ing  11 

the  agenc ies .   You ' re  no t  g i v ing  - -   12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    i t s  ac t i on  - -  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    them a  qu ip  p ro  14 

quo.   You ' re  cu t t i ng  the  agenc ies .   I 'm no t .   You 15 

l i nked  the  agenc ies  to  bor row ing ,  no  one  e l se  16 

d id .   No  one  eve r  l i nks  a  recove r ing  expend i tu re  17 

to  bor row funds  except  fo r  you .    18 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  know th i s  i s  hard  19 

fo r  you,  Dav id .  20 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Excep t  tha t  21 

tha t ' s  no t  rea l  ma th .  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Bu t  i t ' s  t ime to  - -  23 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I t ' s  no t  hard  fo r  24 

me .  25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I t ' s  t ime  to  l e t  - -  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    You ' re  l ink ing  - -  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Dav id .  4 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    annua l  - -  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Dav id .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    expend i tu res  - -  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Dav id .  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    to  bo r rowing .  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Dav id .  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    No  on e  e lse  is .  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Dav id ,  can  we come 12 

down a  no tch?   I  know - -  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    You in te r rup ted  14 

me .  15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    th is  i s  ha rd ,  bu t  16 

i t ' s  t ime to  le t  somebody e l se  speak .  17 

 Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  18 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    I  j us t  have  a  19 

qu ick  ques t ion .   Dav id ,  i f  you  wou ld .   Do y ou 20 

sugges t  then  tha t  we  shou ld  no t  se t t le  cer t i o rar i  21 

cases  and we  shou ld  le t  them a l l  go  to  j udg men t?  22 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Excuse  me.   How 23 

many  have we  ac tua l l y  t r ied? 24 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    I  asked  you  a  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  138  Full Legislature – 5-21-12 

ques t ion .   I t ' s  a  yes  or  no  ques t ion .  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I f  I  don ' t  have 3 

the  backup  tha t  wou ld  show tha t  we  shou ld  b e  4 

g i v ing  the  mon ies  tha t  we shou ld  be  g i v ing  - -  and 5 

we  don ' t  have  tha t  backup - -  and  i f  we ' re  no t  6 

se t t l i ng  cases  r igh t  t h rough  the  cur ren t  day ,  any  7 

a t to rney  shou ld  neve r  se t t le  a  case un less  a l l  8 

l i ab i l i t y  i s  be ing  b rought  up  to  the  cur ren t  9 

da te .   Today ,  you ' re  go ing  to  be  vo t ing  on  tax  10 

ce r t s ,  V ince ,  where  you ' re  no t  b r i ng ing  the  11 

l i ab i l i t y  o f  the  county  up  to  the  cu r ren t  d ay .   12 

So  the re  i s  a  revo lv ing  door  tha t  these tax  ce r t ,  13 

commerc ia l  t ax  cer t  p la in t i f f s  don ' t  have t o  j ump 14 

o f f .   So  tha t ' s  cons tan t ,  cons tan t  spend ing  and 15 

cons tan t  bor row ing .   And  i f  you ' re  go ing  to  l i nk  16 

bo r row ing  today  to  recur r i ng  expend i tu res ,  we ' re  17 

go ing  to  be  do ing  i t  aga in  an d  aga in .   18 

 I  wou ld  urge  eve ryone to  vo te  aga ins t  the  19 

se t t lements .   Abso lu te ly ,  I  wou ld  urge  peop le  to  20 

vo te  aga ins t  se t t l emen ts  today .  21 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Which  then can 22 

be  reduced  to  j udgments .  23 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    How do  you  know?  24 

How do  you  know un less  we t r y  a  few o f  t he  cases?  25 
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Bu t  e i ther  way,  I  wou ldn ' t  se t t l e  a  case  wh ere  2 

someone s t i l l  has  a  case  aga ins t  me fo r  201 0 ,  11 ,  3 

and 12 .   Why  wou ld  I  eve r  do  tha t?   That  ma kes  no  4 

sense.  5 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Dave ,  I  t h ink  42  6 

m i l l ion  today  i s  a l l  j udgmen ts .   I  t h ink .   I  may  7 

be  wrong .  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I t ' s  l ess  than  9 

tha t .   The  judgmen ts  a re  l ess  than  tha t .   F a r  10 

l ess  than tha t .  11 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    And  in  tha t  case 12 

you ' re  te l l i ng  us  tha t  we shou ld  no t  accept  the  13 

j udgments  o f  t he  cou r t  o r  we shou ld  and jus t  14 

l eave i t  t o  the  tax  ce r t io ra r i  bar  to  pe rha ps 15 

he lp  us  ou t  by  no t  reduc ing  - -  16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I 'm te l l ing  you -17 

-  18 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    any  o f  these 19 

judgments  and  no t  en fo rc ing  the  judgments  a ga ins t  20 

any  bank  accoun ts  tha t  we hav e .   I  t h ink  tha t  21 

wou ld  be  very  n i ce  o f  them i f  they  cou ld  ta ke  22 

the i r  judgmen ts  and jus t  s i t  w i th  them.   I  don ' t  23 

th ink  tha t ' s  go ing  to  happen .  24 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Mr .  Muscare l la ,  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  140  Full Legislature – 5-21-12 

the  numbers  tha t  you  jus t  gave  a re  wrong .   But  2 

what  I 'm  te l l i ng  you  - -  and the  bo t tom l ine  is ,  3 

don ’ t  t i e  recur r ing  revenues  fo r  t he  recur r i ng  4 

cont rac ts  up  to  one t ime  bor rowing  tha t  you ' re  5 

j us t  go ing  to  keep  ask ing  fo r  aga in  and aga in  6 

because you have  to ,  because  these  se t t l eme n ts  7 

don ' t  b r ing  our  l i ab i l i t y  up  to  da te .   So yo u ' re  8 

pu t t ing  the  con t rac t  agenc ies  in  a  pos i t ion  where  9 

every  week  they ' re  go ing  to  have  to  be  here  10 

because you ' re  go ing  to  reques t  more  and  mo re  11 

bo r row ing .  12 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    And  i f  the  bank  13 

accoun ts  ge t  - -  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Le t  m e  f in ish  15 

now.   And in  2009,  i n  2009 ,  we  sa id ,  no ,  yo u  16 

don ' t  have  to  come here  aga in  and aga in ,  he re ' s  a  17 

ded ica ted  revenue source .  18 

 The on ly  th ing  tha t  I  can  see  tha t  has  19 

changed is  the  county  execut i ve  and the  maj o r i t y .   20 

So  when you were  i n  the  mino r i ty ,  you  ag ree d  w i th  21 

us ;  bu t  now in  the  major i t y  you don ' t?  22 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    You  know what  23 

I ' ve  seen?   You  know wha t  I ' ve  seen tha t ' s  24 

d i f f e ren t?   I ' ve  seen the  fac t  t ha t  the  min o r i ty  25 
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now never  p rov ides  the  vo tes  fo r  bond ing  un less  2 

they  can  ge t  - -  3 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Never?  4 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    f a i r  5 

red i s t r i c t ing .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Never?  7 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    I ' ve  seen  - -  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Never?  9 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    t he  fac t  tha t  10 

you are  no t  - -  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Never?  12 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    bond ing  fo r  t ax  13 

ce r t s  - -  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    There ' s  $14 15 

m i l l ion  in  bonds  s t i l l  s i t t i ng  the re  tha t  t he  16 

coun ty  execu t ive  hasn ' t  spen t .  17 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Dav id ,  when  you  18 

were  i n  the  majo r i t y ,  a  ma jo r i t y  o f  one,  you  had  19 

your  deputy  p res id ing  o f f i ce r  vo t i ng  aga ins t  20 

ce r t io ra r i s ,  aga ins t  bond ing  those  th ings ,  and  we 21 

p rov ided  the  vo tes .   We prov ided  the  vo tes  n o t  22 

on ly  to  bond  bu t  t o  se t t le  those  cases  beca use  we 23 

though t  i t  was  the  r igh t  t h ing .   The re 's  su ch a  24 

th ing  o f  i ns t i t u t i ona l  i n teg r i ty ,  and tha t ' s  25 
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what 's  gone by  the  way  s ide  he re .  2 

 We a l l  p lay  po l i t i cs .   Bo th  s ides  p lay  3 

po l i t i cs ,  i t ' s  par t  o f  t he  governmen t  p roce ss .   4 

I t ' s  no t  a  n i ce  pa r t  o f  i t .   I t ' s  no t  a  goo d  par t  5 

o f  i t .   Nobody l i kes  to  see the  sauce be ing  made .   6 

U l t ima te ly ,  u l t ima te ly ,  bo th  s ides ,  s ince  t he  7 

t ime  Bruce  Ne iman and Bruce B lakeman  were  8 

ma jo r i t y  l eaders ,  bo th  s ides  knew tha t  t her e  had  9 

to  be  some ins t i tu t i ona l  i n teg r i ty .   Bo th  s ides  10 

took  vo tes  tha t  maybe weren ' t  p leasant ,  were n ' t  11 

pa r t  o f  the i r  po l i t i ca l  agenda ,  bu t  d id  so  12 

because government  had  to  func t i on .   Wha t  I  see  13 

d i f f e ren t  i s  tha t  un fo r tunate l y  I  don ' t  th i nk  14 

anymore  tha t  the  m inor i t y ,  as  cu r ren t l y  15 

cons t i tu ted ,  wan ts  to  p rov ide  the  ins t i t u t i ona l  16 

i n tegr i t y .  17 

 I  love  a l l  o f  you .   You ' re  g rea t  peop le ,  18 

i nd i v idua l ly .   We ge t  a long.   I 'm probab ly  the  19 

l eas t  po l i t i ca l  pe rson  here .   Bu t  I  th ink  th a t  20 

we 've  gone  a  s tep  beyond  wha t  gove rnment ,  i n  i t s  21 

i ns t i t u t ion ,  in  represen t ing  peop le ,  i n  do i ng  22 

what 's  r igh t  u l t imate l y ,  I  t h ink  somet imes,  on  23 

bo th  s ides  i n  the  pas t ,  we 've  pu t  as ide  our  24 

po l i t i ca l  d i f fe rences  and done  wha t  we  thou ght  25 
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was r i gh t ,  no t  f o r  our  po l i t i ca l  par t i es  bu t  2 

because government  has  to  func t i on .   I  t h in k  3 

we 've  gone  beyond tha t  here  on  you r  s ide .  4 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Jus t  t o  answer ,  5 

Mr .  Muscare l la .   We never ,  ev e r  asked you t o  6 

bo r row 100  pe rcent  o f  the  tax  ce r t s .   The o n ly  7 

bo r row ing  we  were  do ing  was less  than 50  pe rcent .   8 

You took  tha t  ou t  o f  t he  budge t .   We  begged  you 9 

no t  to .   And  we  never ,  i n  2009 ,  the  ve ry  sa me 10 

peop le  were  s i t t ing  in  th i s  a ud ience  and  wer e  11 

speak ing ,  and  we ,  as  a  major i t y ,  never  t ied  up  12 

sav ing  the  cont rac t  agenc ies  w i th  what  o the r  13 

vo tes  you took .   And  the re  were  p len ty  o f  n o  14 

vo tes  you took  tha t  same day .   Tha t  same da y ,  you 15 

took  no  vo tes  on  recur r i ng  revenue  sou rces  16 

because o f  a  po l i t i ca l  man t ra  tha t  you  want ed to  17 

make ,  and we  d idn ' t  t i e  i t  t ogethe r  a t  a l l .   And  18 

we  never  asked to  bo r row fo r  t ax  cer ts ,  mor e  than 19 

50  percent .   And  you ' re  ask ing  fo r  100  perc ent .   20 

Per iod .  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Jo lene  Boden .   22 

 MS.  BODEN:    Thank  you .   I 'm  no t  go ing  to  23 

read  my prepared  tes t imony  because  I  don ' t  wan t  24 

to  repea t  the  th ings  tha t  I ' ve  sa id .   I ' l l  j us t  25 
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te l l  you ,  I 'm  Jo lene  Boden .   I  am the  Long I s land 2 

D i rec tor  f o r  JASA,  wh ich  i s  t he  Jewish  3 

Assoc ia t ion  Serv ing  the  Ag ing ,  and  I  am the  co -4 

cha i r  o f  t he  Sen io r  Se rv ice  P rov iders  Coa l i t ion .  5 

 JASA,  as  an  agency 's  m iss ion ,  i s  t o  6 

sus ta in  and enr i ch  the  l i ves  o f  the  ag ing  i n  New 7 

York  so  they  can  remain  in  the  communi ty  w i th  8 

d ign i t y  and au tonomy.   Tha t  i s  wha t  we  a re  ask ing  9 

fo r .   That 's  wha t  we ' re  ask ing  to  cont inue.  10 

 The Sen ior  Se rv i ce  P rov ide rs  Coa l i t i on  11 

was fo rmed  in  2000  to  o f fe r  a  vo ice  fo r  the  12 

sen iors  l i v i ng  i n  Nassau  Coun ty ,  and  i t  13 

represen ts  the  many agenc ies  tha t  p rov ide  14 

p rog rams  to  the  hundreds  o f  t housands o f  se n io rs  15 

i n  th i s  coun ty .  16 

 I  th ink  we  a l l  unders tand tha t  t h i s  17 

coun ty ,  l i ke  eve ry  i nd iv idua l ,  f aces  d i f f i c u l t  18 

cho ices  in  the  economy.   But  reduc ing  or  19 

e l im ina t ing  funds  tha t  were  p romised  to  us  and  20 

tha t  we ' re  to ld  were  go ing  to  sus ta in  the  s en iors  21 

o f  t h i s  communi t y  i s  an  abominat ion  to  me.   I  22 

th ink  tha t  t hese  peop le  bu i l t  th is  count ry ,  bu i l t  23 

th is  county .   They  came ou t  he re  as  p ioneer s .   24 

There  was no  such th ing  as  suburb ia  in  New York .   25 
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They  came he re .   They  c rea ted  commun i t ies  f o r  a  2 

be t te r  l i f e .   And we ' re  thank ing  them by  th e  3 

poss ib i l i t y  t ha t  t hey  are  no t  go ing  to  have  a  4 

be t te r  l i f e  a t  a l l ,  tha t  t hey ' re  no t  go ing  to  be  5 

ab le  to  rema in  i n  the i r  commun i t ies  because  there  6 

w i l l  be  no  funds  to  p rov ide  them w i th  the  m uch  7 

l ess  expens ive  serv i ces  in  the  communi ty ,  a nd 8 

they  w i l l  e i t he r  l eave  the  county  and go  l i v e  9 

w i th  adu l t  ch i l d ren ,  o r  go  i n to  nu rs ing  hom es,  10 

wh ich  are  go ing  to  cos t  us  a  l o t  more  money  than  11 

tha t .  12 

 I  must  a lso  say  tha t  t he  Sen io r  Se rv ice  13 

P rov iders  Coa l i t ion  lobb ied  to  ge t  an  ag ing  14 

commi t tee  to  ge t  c rea ted ,  because we  rea l l y  15 

wanted  a  vo i ce  on  the  leg i s la tu re  fo r  the  ag ing  16 

commi t tee  to  rep resent  the  needs  o f  the  sen iors .   17 

And I  have  to  say  we 've  been  severe l y  18 

d i sappo in ted  in  th is ,  tha t  t he  ag ing  commi t tee  19 

has  no t  been  the re  pu t t i ng  the  needs  o f  the  20 

sen iors  a t  t he  fo re f ron t  and  reduc ing  the  r i sk  21 

tha t  t hey  w i l l  t ake .  22 

 Thank you.  23 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  24 

 Dav id  Landow.  25 
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 VOICE:    He has  to  l eave .  2 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    He  le f t .  3 

 That 's  a l l  o f  t he  speakers  tha t  I  have  on  4 

the  red  l i gh t  cameras .   I 'm so r ry .   D id  you  pu t  5 

i n  a  s l i p?   Why  don ' t  you  jus t  t e l l  us  your  name 6 

and address?  7 

 MS.  GUISE:    I 'm  Judy  Sanford  Gu ise .  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    F rom? 9 

 MS.  GUISE:    Do  you want  my pe rsona l  10 

address  ins tead  o f  on  a  fo rm?   26  Coun tsbur ry  11 

Avenue ,  Nor th  Va l l ey  S t ream,  New York  11580- 1748 .   12 

I  l i ve  i n  the  Th i rd  LD.  13 

 I  d idn ' t  come to  speak .   I  came to  be  14 

he re .   I  happen  to  be  a  t rus tee  o f  Fami l y  a nd 15 

Ch i l d ren 's  Assoc ia t i on ,  and a  lo t  o f  our  fo l ks  16 

had to  l eave  because  they  had  to  go  back  to  he lp  17 

the  peop le  tha t  we ' re  a round  to  he lp .   But  I 'm  18 

de f in i te ly  no t  speak ing  fo r  Fami ly  and  Ch i l d ren ' s  19 

Assoc ia t ion  r igh t  now.   I 'm speak ing  fo r  my se l f .   20 

I t ' s  rea l l y  more  an  obse rva t i on .   I  th ink  I 'm the  21 

on ly  person here  who  p robab ly  won ' t  ask  fo r  22 

any th ing .  23 

 I t ' s  my observa t ion  - -  we l l ,  t ha t  I 'm in  24 

a  case  o f  redef in ing  rea l i t y .   I  was  go ing  t o  be  25 
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to ta l l y  o r ig ina l l y ,  except  Mr .  Denenberg  sa id  2 

someth ing  a  few  minu tes  ago tha t  was  the  sa me.   3 

As  fa r  as  I  know,  i t  was  the  county  execut i ve ' s  4 

cho ice  to  make human  serv i ces  the  issue,  5 

apparent ly  w i th  the  suppor t  o f  a  l o t  o f  peo p le  i n  6 

th is  room,  and I  do  no t  unders tand  tha t .  7 

 I  spend a  lo t  o f  my t ime  look ing  a t  8 

po l i t i cs  and  o ther  th ings  l i ke  FaceBook.   S o  I ' ve  9 

been  watch ing  what 's  been go ing  on  i n  o ther  10 

s ta tes .   So I  know tha t  in  Wiscons in ,  a f te r  the  11 

gove rnor ,  who  hope fu l l y  w i l l  soon be  the  ex -12 

gove rnor ,  o f  the  S ta te  o f  Wiscons in  gave  aw ay the  13 

su rp lus  in  tha t  s ta te .   He  then dec ided the  14 

p rob lem in  the  s ta te  was  the  c iv i l  serv i ce  15 

workers ,  t he  emp loyees ,  wh ich ,  i nc iden ta l l y ,  he  16 

wasn ' t  as  concerned abou t  the  men who made a  l o t  17 

o f  money .   He  was ac tua l l y  l ook ing  a t  the  w omen 18 

who are  mak ing  the  l eas t  money .    19 

 I 'm look ing  a t  wha t  goes  on  i n  Texas  and  20 

Tennessee.   Severa l  th ings  i n  Ar izona,  Nor t h  21 

Dako ta ,  the  Un i ted  S ta tes  Congress ,  I 'm no t  jus t  22 

l ook ing  a t  s ta tes ,  Nor th  Caro l ina ,  and  Geor g ia ,  23 

where  my  g randch i l d ren  now l i ve  and where  my  24 

fami ly  l i ves  because  they  no  l onger  l i ve  in  25 
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Nassau  County .   And what  I  f i nd  amaz ing  is  t he  2 

fac t  t ha t  we  now have a  war  on  the  human  3 

se rv ices .   O the r  p laces  have  a  war  on  women  or  4 

they  have a  war  on  o rgan ized  labor .   Bu t  tha t  i s  5 

what  I  am s i t t i ng  he re  and  I 'm  hear ing .   We  6 

shou ld  no t  be  d i scuss ing  the  need fo r  human  7 

se rv ices  i n  the  coun ty  because  you  ou tsourc ed 8 

those se rv ices  to  these prog rams  because  we  do  i t  9 

be t te r  and  we  do  i t  cheaper .   So  the re  shou l dn ' t  10 

be  any  d iscuss ion  o f  whe ther  we need  these 11 

se rv ices  o r  no t .  12 

 Mr .  Kope l ,  I  th ink  the  un fed  ch i ld  o r  the  13 

un fed  sen ior  migh t  t ake  excep t ion .   I  was  m ar r ied  14 

to  someone  - -  what  you  sa id  r esona ted w i th  h is  15 

v iew ,  because  when  we wou ld  have  d ispu tes  a bou t  16 

the  prob lems  o f  unemployment ,  he 'd  say  peop l e  17 

over  here  are  unemployed  and  those  peop le  b ecame 18 

employed .   The un fed  ch i ld  o r  sen io r  p robab ly  19 

wou ld  take  excep t ion  w i th  you ,  o f  say ing  i t ' s  20 

go ing  to  be  p rog ram A or  go ing  to  be  a rea  B .  21 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    By  the  way ,  tha t ' s  22 

j us t  a  fac t .   Th ink  abou t  i t .   I t ' s  jus t  a  fac t .   23 

I t ' s  go ing  to  be  A  o r  B ;  t he  money  i sn ' t  th e re .  24 

 MS.  GUISE:    I  unders tand tha t .   Bu t  25 
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there ' s  a  d i f fe rence  in  the  fac ts .   We ' re  d o ing  2 

the  - -  t he  human  serv i ces  in  Nassau Coun ty  a re  3 

do ing  the  work  o f  Nassau  Coun ty .  4 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    By  a l l  means ,  5 

i den t i f y  B .  6 

 MS.  GUISE:    I t ' s  your  commun i ty  and  our  7 

commun i t y .   And  jus t  because  somebody ' s  dec ided 8 

tha t  t he  red  l i gh t  money  shou ld  be  on  the  9 

chopp ing  b lock  doesn ' t  make i t  so  tha t ' s  yo u r  job  10 

to  say  no .  11 

 CLERK MULLER:    Your  th ree  mi nutes  have 12 

exp i red .  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  C le rk ,  d id  you  14 

jus t  say  the  th ree  m inutes  have exp i red?  15 

 CLERK MULLER:    Yes .   I  d id .  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    P lease ,  you have  to  17 

make  tha t  c lear  because we ' re  no t  hear ing  i t  up  18 

he re .  19 

 CLERK MULLER:    I  w i l l  make i t  c learer .  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .    21 

 I 'm go ing  to  ca l l  now - -  t h i s  w i l l  be  ou r  22 

l as t  speaker  in  pub l ic  comment .   We ' l l  t ake  o the r  23 

speakers ,  as  we  do ,  a f te r  we  do the  leg i s la t i ve  24 

meet ing .   J im  Brown o f  Long Beach,  Sou th  Sh ore  25 
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Au tobahn  Soc ie ty .   Th i s  i s  on  the  wa te r  work s  2 

p roper ty .  3 

 Fo r  those peop le  who  came he re  and  spoke  4 

on  the  red  l i gh t  camera ,  when  we  get  - -  i f  w e ge t  5 

to  the  hear ing  on  the  red  l i gh t  camera ,  a l l  o f  6 

your  tes t imony w i l l  be  made a  pa r t  o f  the  7 

t ransc r ip t  o f  t ha t  hea r ing .  8 

 Go  ahead ,  s i r .  9 

 MR.  BROWN:    He l lo .   My name i s  J im 10 

Brown.   I ’m here  on  beha l f  o f  the  South  Sho re  11 

Au tobahn  Soc ie ty .   We ' re  a  chapter  o f  the  12 

Na t iona l  Autobahn Soc ie ty ,  and  we represent  13 

approx imate l y  1700  fam i l ies  i n  Long Is land,  many  14 

o f  t hem a long  the  south  shore .   I 'm he re  tod ay  to  15 

address  o f  t he  Water  Works  p roper t y ,  wh ich  i s  on  16 

the  agenda  fo r  t oday ,  Reso lu t i on  Number  68-2 012 17 

and the  proposed  o rd inance ,  Number  56-2012.   And  18 

we ' re  he re  to  thank  the  leg i s la tu re  and the  19 

execut ives ,  t he  execut ive  branch  fo r  dec id in g  to  20 

pu rchase  the  Water  Works  p roper t y  f rom a  w i l l i ng  21 

se l l e r ,  us ing  bond  money  tha t  was approved in  22 

2004  and  2006 .   The res idents  o f  Nassau Cou n ty  23 

vo ted  to  save  open  space ,  and  th is  Water  Wo rks  24 

p roper ty ,  wh ich  ad jo ins  the  B rooks ide  Prese rve ,  25 
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w i l l  p ro tec t  t he  B rooks ide  P rese rve  f rom the  2 

ravages o f  deve lopment  and  p ro tec t  t he  wet l ands  3 

there .   4 

 The South  Shore  Au tobahn  Soc ie ty ,  fo r  5 

many  yea rs ,  has  worked  to  ge t  the  coun ty  to  buy  6 

th is  l and,  and we 've  a lso  been  care takers  o f  t he  7 

B rooks ide  Prese rve .   W i th  th i s  new p roper ty  tha t  8 

now a l l  o f  t he  res iden ts  o f  Nassau  County  w i l l  9 

have ,  ou r  o ld  p reserve  w i l l  be  p ro tec ted  an d  we 10 

w i l l  manage the  new one.  11 

 A l so ,  the  res idents  o f  t he  12 

F reepor t /Ba ldwin  a rea  where  the  Wate r  Works  13 

p roper ty  i s  l oca ted  suppor t  t h is  purchase.   They  14 

fo rmed  a  coa l i t i on .   We apprec ia te  the  he lp  tha t  15 

they 've  g i ven  in  b r i ng ing  th i s  to  f ru i t i on .  16 

 The Soc ie ty ,  wha t  we  do a t  B rooks ide  i s  17 

what  we hope  to  do  w i th  the  new proper ty .   W e 18 

lead  gu ided tou rs  open  to  a l l  the  pub l ic .   W e do  19 

b i rd  wa lks ,  c leanups ,  and invo lve  the  commu n i t y  20 

i n  the  p rese rve ,  and  we ' re  l ook ing  fo rward  to  21 

do ing  tha t  w i th  th is  new purchase.  22 

 We ' re  happy tha t  t he  county ,  i n  a  non-23 

pa r t i san ,  b ipar t i san  way ,  has  dec ided to  go  ahead 24 

w i th  th i s  pu rchase ,  and to  he lp  the  env i ron men t  25 
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o f  Nassau Coun ty  and  to  ge t  t h is  open space .   2 

Because the  env i ronmen t  o f  Nassau Coun ty  an d  a l l  3 

o f  Long Is land i s  under  so  much pressu re  an d  4 

rea l l y  under  s iege .   So we  thank  you  fo r  pu t t i ng  5 

th is  on  the  agenda .   And  Sou th  Shore  Autoba hn 6 

Soc ie ty  looks  fo rward  to  work ing  w i th  the  c oun ty  7 

as  th ings  move fo rward .  8 

 Thank you.  9 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  10 

Jacobs .  11 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Thank  you .  12 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Mr .  B rown.  13 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Mr .  B rown ,  you don ' t  14 

rea l l y  have to  come back  up .   I t ' s  me.   H i .    15 

 I  wanted  to  te l l  you  tha t  whe n  the  16 

env i ronmen ta l  bond  ac ts  were  passed,  t ru th f u l l y ,  17 

I  was  the  pres id ing  o f f i ce r  and Mr .  Schmi t t  was  18 

m ino r i ty  l eader .   Ne i the r  one  o f  us  was sur e  th i s  19 

wou ld  ever  pass  because,  i f  you  reca l l ,  th i ngs  20 

were  no t  g rea t  t hen e i ther .   I  mean,  you  kno w,  i t  21 

d idn ' t  happen  to  the  economy ove rn igh t .   I t ' s  no t  22 

go ing  to  be  cured overn igh t .   Bu t  i t  amazed  me 23 

tha t  77  pe rcent  o f  t he  peop le  approved  both  24 

env i ronmen ta l  bond  ac ts .   And  in  Oys te r  Bay  25 
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espec ia l l y ,  where  I  happen  to  l i ve ,  they  ap proved 2 

i t  even though Oys te r  Bay  had  the i r  own 3 

env i ronmen ta l  bond  ac t  a t  the  t ime .   I t  was  4 

to ta l l y  amaz ing .   I t  showed a  rea l i za t ion  o n  the  5 

pa r t  o f  peop le  to  p ro tec t  wha tever  we have le f t  6 

tha t  we can in  o rder  to  leave  someth ing  fo r  the  7 

fu tu re .   So the  mon ies  fo r  t h i s  - -  j us t  so  w e 8 

don ' t  con fuse  everyone  in  the  aud ience .   Th e  9 

mon ies  fo r  t h is  acqu is i t ion  a re  pa r t  o f  tha t  10 

env i ronmen ta l  bond  ac t ,  wh ich  was by  re fe re ndum 11 

approved  by  a l l  o f  Nassau Coun ty  and  a re  in  a  12 

separa te  fund .   And the  reason  we were  so  p leased 13 

w i th  th i s  pa r t i cu la r  parce l  i s  because  i t  14 

p ro tec ts  the  prese rve  near  i t  and a l so  tha t  i t ' s  15 

on  the  sou th  sho re ;  open  space  was  hard  to  come 16 

by  the re ,  and  we  fe l t  tha t  t h i s  wou ld  be  a t  leas t  17 

a  l i nk  to  mak ing  sure  we  had  some,  some to t a l l y  18 

l ook  a t  what  they ' re  go ing  to  be  do ing  and m ake 19 

su re  tha t  the re  is  as  much  p rese rva t ion  inv o lved  20 

as  can  be .  21 

 I ’m g lad  you ' re  g lad .   I  can  te l l  you  22 

tha t  we are  very  happy  a lso .   I t ' s  one  o f  t he  23 

rema in ing ,  am I  r i gh t  Dave ,  one o f  t he  rema in ing  24 

p ieces  l e f t  t o  be  f i na l i zed .   And tha t  goes  fo r  25 
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bo th  s ides  o f  t he  a i s le .    2 

 We a l l  r ecogn ize  the  impor tance.   We were  3 

neve r  su re  the  pub l i c  recogn ized  the  impor t ance;  4 

they  d id .   And we 've  been go ing  a long as  we ' re  5 

ab le  to  do  i t .   Thank you.  6 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    That ' s  t he  end  o f  7 

the  pub l ic  comment  per iod .  8 

 Mr .  Ab rahams -  Leg is la to r  Ab rahams i s  9 

reques t ing .  10 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Yes .   I  t h ink  a t  11 

th is  t ime,  Depu ty  Coun ty  Execu t i ve  Gonsa lve s ,  we  12 

wou ld  l i ke  to  reques t  a  30  m inute  recess  to  13 

d i scuss  obv ious l y  what  we have  heard  today ,  as  14 

we l l  as  the  leg i s la t i ve  ca len dar  fo r  t he  res t  o f  15 

the  day ,  i f  poss ib le .  16 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    I  be l i eve  your  17 

reques t  i s  g ran ted .  18 

 I f  t he re  i s  any  o the r  pub l ic  comment ,  i t  19 

w i l l  be  a f te r  t he  leg i s la tu re  convenes  - -  20 

reconvenes ,  and  we ' re  on  the  sub jec t  a t  the  t ime .  21 

 (Whereupon ,  the  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re  recessed 22 

a t  1 :12  p .m. )  23 

 (Whereupon ,  the  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re  24 

reconvened  a t  2 :12  p .m. )  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  155  Full Legislature – 5-21-12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Be fo re  I  s ta r t  t he  2 

ca lendar ,  le t  me  jus t  announce  tha t  one o f  our  3 

members ,  Leg is la to r  Denn is  Dunne ,  who has  h ad 4 

su rgery  on  a  war  wound  f rom t he  V ie tnam era  on  5 

h i s  leg ,  i s  j o in ing  us  today .   He is  i n ten t  on  6 

vo t i ng  on  th i s  ca lendar .   He  w i l l  be  b rough t  ou t .   7 

He  i s  l i s ten ing  to  the  p roceed ings  i n  the  8 

ad jo in ing  room because  he  is  sub jec t  t o  in f ec t ion  9 

w i th  the  wound on h i s  leg .   So  he  w i l l  be  co ming  10 

ou t  to  vo te .   He  w i l l  be  i n  a  whee lcha i r .   He 11 

w i l l  use  a  w i re less  mic rophone ,  and s tay  in  the  12 

vacant  a rea  so  he  doesn ' t  ge t  too  c lose  to  any  o f  13 

the  peop le  tha t  - -  t he  o ther  l eg is la to rs  who  14 

m igh t  have  a  chance,  unw i t t i ng ly  o f  course ,  to  15 

i n fec t  t he  who le  s i t ua t i on .   He ' s  p rone to  16 

i n fec t ion  a t  th i s  s tage.   He ' s  recupera t ing  ve ry ,  17 

ve ry  n ice l y .   We need to  accommoda te  h is  sp ec ia l  18 

needs.  19 

 That  hav ing  been  sa id ,  where  i s  Chr i s  20 

As tun i?  21 

 Fo r  every  member  o f  the  Leg is la tu re ,  22 

Denn is  w i l l  be  vo t ing  f rom where  he  is  over  in  23 

the  room ove r  there .  24 

 As  have d i scussed a t  g rea t  l ength  a t  25 
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pub l ic  comment  th i s  morn ing ,  t he re  a re  hear ings  2 

l i s ted  on  the  ca lendar  tha t  w i l l  be  conduct ed  i f  3 

the  bond ing  reso lu t i ons  fa i l .   The re  a re  so me 4 

reso lu t i ons  fo r  tax  ce r t  se t t l emen ts  tha t  re qu i re  5 

ce r ta in  leg i s la to rs  to  recuse  themse lves  be cause  6 

o f  po ten t i a l  fo r  con f l i c t .   Bu t  f i rs t  we ' re  go ing  7 

to  ca l l  those  tha t  eve rybody  can  vo te  on .  8 

 I t ems Number  21 ,  24 ,  28 ,  29 ,  34 ,  35 ,  38 ,  9 

39 ,  40 ,  41 ,  42 ,  44 ,  45 ,  46 ,  48 ,  50 ,  51 ,  52 ,  53 ,  10 

55 ,  56 ,  58 ,  57 ,  64 ,  65 ,  66 ,  6 8 ,  69 ,  70 ,  71 .   May  11 

I  have  a  mot ion ,  p lease?   Ho ld  on .   Add on  f rom 12 

71  - -  72 ,  73 ,  74 ,  75 ,  76 ,  77 ,  78 ,  79 ,  81 ,  8 2 ,  83 ,  13 

84 ,  85 ,  86 ,  87 ,  88 ,  89 ,  90 ,  91 ,  92 ,  93 ,  94 ,  96 ,  14 

100,  102 ,  103 ,  105 ,  106.   Now,  may  I  have a  15 

mo t ion ,  p lease?  16 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  17 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  18 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  19 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  20 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I  have  a  21 

s ta temen t .  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Cha i r  recogn izes  23 

M ino r i ty  Leader  Abrahams fo r  a  s ta tement .  24 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Thank  you ,  25 
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Pres id ing  Of f i ce r  Schmi t t .  2 

 Be fo re  we take  any  vo tes  on  any  o f  t he  3 

i t ems today ,  I  j us t  have  a  genera l  s ta temen t  i n  4 

rega rds  to  what  th is  Leg is la tu re  has  endure d  fo r  5 

the  las t  coup le  o f  weeks .    6 

 I t  has  become apparent  ove r  t he  las t  7 

pe r iod  o f  weeks  tha t  my co l l eagues  in  the  8 

Repub l ican  Ma jo r i t y  have  taken  unprecedente d  9 

s ta tu re  in  no t  do ing  the i r  p roper l y  due d i l i gence 10 

to  ensure  tha t  we look  th rough  eve ry  and  tu rn  11 

over  eve ry  s tone  to  make  sure  tha t  we have d one 12 

ou r  due d i l i gence as  Nassau Coun ty  l eg is la t o rs .  13 

 We saw i t  f i r s t  w i th  the  po l i ce  14 

conso l ida t ion  where  we  d id  no t  have a l l  the  15 

fac ts ,  bu t  we  were  s t i l l  go ing  fo rward  w i th  the  16 

conso l ida t ion  p lan ,  wh ich  lacked  the  mer i t  as  17 

we l l  as  the  sav ings  to  rea l l y  pu l l  t h i s  coun ty  18 

ou t  o f  i t s  ho le .   We saw i t  aga in  on  the  Mo rgan 19 

S tan ley  cont rac t ,  where  we  d id  no t  have a l l  o f  20 

the  f i nd ings  in  rega rds  to  how Morgan Stan l ey  was 21 

go ing  to  p rov ide  ass is tance fo r  th is  county  and 22 

how much  i t  was  go ing  to  end  up  cos t ing  the  23 

Coun ty .   And  he re  we  a re  aga in  today .    24 

 We saw i t  on  some o f  t he  tax  cer ts .   25 
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A f te r  coun t less  p leas  to  ge t  more  in fo rmat i on  and 2 

more  i n fo rma t ion ,  my  co l leagues aga in  suppo r ted  3 

these i t ems befo re  th i s  in fo rmat ion  is  4 

fo r thcoming,  and  s t i l l ,  to  th i s  day ,  t h i s  5 

i n fo rmat ion  i s  s t i l l  no t  i n  the  cu r ren t  and  6 

subs tan t ia l  f o rmat  tha t  i t  needs  to  be  i n .  7 

 F ina l l y ,  t he  t rue  na i l  i n  the  co f f in ,  we  8 

a re  prepared  to  g i ve  the  power  to  the  count y  9 

execut ive  so  tha t  he  cou ld  make cu ts ,  howeve r  he  10 

deems so ,  w i thou t  know ing where  and how thes e 11 

cu ts  w i l l  impac t  t he  pub l i c .   We  had  peop le  tha t  12 

came down today  f rom the  depar tmen t  - -  I 'm sor ry  13 

- -  t ha t  rece ived  serv i ces  on  beha l f  o f  menta l  14 

hea l th .   The re  a re  s t i l l  no  de ta i l s .   There  are  15 

s t i l l  no  f ind ings .   There  is  s t i l l  no th ing  to  16 

subs tan t ia te  how the  county  e xecut ive  wou ld  go  17 

th rough any  par t i cu la r  cu ts .   And he re  we a re  18 

aga in  fac ing  the  same d i f f i cu l t i es ,  and the  19 

l eg i s la tu re  has  to  make a  dec i s ion  where  th ey  do  20 

no t  have  any ,  any  in fo rmat ion  on  how these cu ts  21 

w i l l  be  imp lemen ted.   I  f i nd  tha t  to  be  very  22 

d i sg race fu l .   I  jus t  wan ted to  encourage  my  23 

co l l eagues  tha t  we  wan t  to  make su re  tha t  w e  have 24 

a l l  the  pe r t i nen t  in fo rmat ion  be fo re  we go 25 
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fo rward  w i th  any  par t i cu la r  p rocess  or  be  a b le  to  2 

make  any  t ype  o f  educa ted  dec i s ion .  3 

 Thank you.  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    The comments  re la t i ve  5 

to  o ther  i tems on the  ca lendar  - -  cu ts ,  g iv ing  6 

Mangano au tho r i za t ion  to  make  cu ts ,  has  no  7 

bear ing  on  the  i tems  in  f ron t  o f  us ,  wh ich  i s  to  8 

tax  ce r t io ra r i  se t t l emen ts .   Perhaps  I  shou ld  9 

have  read who  and what  they  w ere  fo r .   Bu t  i t  i s  10 

bas i ca l l y ,  as  was d i scussed ea r l ie r ,  t hese a re  11 

tax  re funds  to  peop le  who wer e  ove r taxed  in  12 

e r ro r ,  t he  vas t  ma jo r i t y  o f  wh ich ,  i f  no t  a l l  o f  13 

them,  go  back  i n to  yea rs  pas t .   I t ' s  t he  ba ck log .  14 

 The peop le  were  assessed  inco r rec t ly  15 

because o f  an  e r ro r  in  the  assessmen t  o f f i ce  i n  16 

then -County -Execut ive  Suozz i ' s  o f f i ce .   The  taxes  17 

were  co l lec ted  when they  shou ldn ' t  have bee n .   18 

The tax  money  - -  t he  rece ip ts  were  spent  by  the  19 

fo rmer  county  execut ive  and the  fo rmer  majo r i t y .   20 

Now these peop le  a re  deserv ing  to  have  the  money  21 

tha t  was  taken f rom them in  e r ro r  to  be  re t u rned  22 

to  them.   And  to  have anybody  s tand in  the  way  o f  23 

re tu rn ing  the  money to  the  peop le ,  t ha t ' s  t he i r  24 

money,  i s  a  dec i s ion  fo r  each  leg i s la to r  to  make  25 
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ind i v idua l ly .   We wi l l  debate  fu r the r  on  I t e m 315 2 

when  tha t  i t em comes  up.   Bu t  r i gh t  now th i s  i s  3 

on  the  bond ing .  4 

 I s  t he re  any  o ther  debate  or  d iscuss ion  5 

on  the  bond ing?  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  have  ques t ions .  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Denenberg .   8 

Bu t  I 'm no t  go ing  to  permi t  you  to  do  the  sa me 9 

th ing  in  pub l ic  comment .   Your  fee l i ngs  are  we l l  10 

s ta ted  and  they  are  on  the  record .  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    These  are  the  12 

se t t lements ,  co r rec t?  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    These are  the  14 

se t t lements .  15 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   So I  have  16 

a  ques t ion  fo r  Mr .  Vo lk  on  the  se t t l emen ts .  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    On  the  se t t l emen ts .   18 

Mr .  Vo lk .  19 

 MR.  VOLK:    Mar t in  Vo lk  fo r  t he  Nassau  20 

Coun ty  A t to rney ' s  Of f i ce .   Good a f te rnoon,  21 

Leg is la to rs .  22 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:     I  ha ve rev iewed  23 

the  backup .   Am I  co r rec t  tha t  t he  se t t l emen t  24 

ag reemen ts ,  t hemse lves ,  a re  no t  pa r t  o f  our  25 
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backup?  2 

 MR.  VOLK:    They  a re  t rad i t i ona l l y  no t ,  3 

Leg is la to r .  4 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  the  se t t l emen t  5 

ag reemen ts  a re  no t  par t  o f  ou r  backup?  6 

 MR.  VOLK:    Wel l ,  ac tua l l y ,  you  do  have 7 

the  numbers .  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  the  numbers  9 

tha t  I  have a re  no t  the  se t t l ement  agreemen ts ;  10 

they  a re  appra i sa l  va lue  number ,  cor rec t?  11 

 MR.  VOLK:    No.   Tha t ' s  inco r rec t ,  12 

Leg is la to r .   You  do  have  the  se t t l emen t  num bers .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    We l l ,  I  don ' t  14 

have  an  ag reemen t .   I f  you  can  show me a  15 

se t t lement  ag reement ,  I ' d  love  to  see tha t .  16 

 MR.  VOLK:    Leg is la to r ,  you  have  never  17 

rece ived  s t i pu la t i ons  o f  se t t l emen t .   You r ece ive  18 

tha t  cha r t ,  wh ich  I  be l i eve  you were  i ns t ru men ta l  19 

i n  hav ing  us  prepare .  20 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Yeah .   I  wan ted 21 

to  see  the  char t s .   I  wanted  to  see the  22 

se t t lements .  23 

 MR.  VOLK:    The  char ts  have been  24 

submi t ted .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   So I  don ' t  2 

have  the  se t t lemen t  ag reemen ts .   And  in  eac h  o f  3 

the  se t t lemen ts  tha t  Mr .  Schmi t t  j us t  ca l led ,  4 

there  wou ld  be ,  to  my ca lcu la t ion ,  two  o r  t h ree  5 

years  s t i l l  unse t t led ,  t hose  be ing  2010,  fo r  6 

most ,  11 ,  and  12 .  7 

 MR.  VOLK:    Tha t  i s  inco r rec t ,  8 

Leg is la to r .  9 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    On ly  yea rs  10 

se t t led ,  t he  c loses t  yea rs  se t t l ed  a re  10  a nd 11 .  11 

 MR.  VOLK:    Tha t  i s  inco r rec t ,  12 

Leg is la to r .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    What  do  you mean  14 

tha t ' s  i ncor rec t?  15 

 MR.  VOLK:    Leg is la to r ,  what  you  have in  16 

f ron t  o f  you  yea rs  tha t  the  coun ty  a t to rney ' s  17 

o f f i ce  se t t l ed .  18 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  we ' re  no t  19 

se t t l i ng  those  cha l l enges,  th e  l as t  th ree  ye ars  20 

o f  wh ich ,  tha t  a re  i n  the  Assessment  Rev iew  21 

Commiss ion?  22 

 MR.  VOLK:    They  - -  they  have  been  23 

se t t led  by  the  Assessmen t  Rev iew Commiss ion ,  no t  24 

by  the  County  A t to rney 's  O f f i ce .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    No t  acco rd ing  to  2 

my  records .   They  are  no t  se t t led  by  the  3 

Assessment  Rev iew Commiss ion .   And  in  the  p r io r  4 

admin i s t ra t i on ,  I  neve r  vo ted  fo r  a  se t t leme nt  5 

w i thou t  a  document  showing  me  tha t  a l l  year s  have 6 

been  se t t l ed  th rough  the  cur ren t  yea r .   And  there  7 

was even  a  two yea r  pe r iod  o f  t ime  tha t  we g ot  a  8 

mora to r ium where  the re  wou ld  be  no  cha l l eng es fo r  9 

the  nex t  two  yea rs .  10 

 MR.  VOLK:    Leg is la to r ,  as  you  a re  we l l  11 

aware  - -  12 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    No ,  no .   I 'm  we l l  13 

aware  o f  wha t  - -  14 

 MR.  VOLK:    P lease  le t  me f i n i sh .  15 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Mr .  Vo lk ,  I 'm 16 

we l l  aware  o f  what  I  asked  fo r .  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  Denenberg ,  when 18 

you ask  the  person  a  ques t ion ,  t hey  are  en t i t l ed  19 

to  answer  w i thou t  in te r rup t i on .  20 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  d idn ' t  f in ish  21 

the  ques t ion .  22 

 MR.  VOLK:    I  t hough t  you had ,  23 

Leg is la to r .   You ' re  ask ing  me  why some year s  24 

a ren ' t  appear ing  on  those se t t lement  cha r ts .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I ’m ask ing  why ,  2 

i n  each case ,  t he  c loses t  we  get  i s  11  and 12 ,  3 

wh ich  wou ld  have  been someth ing  f i led  back  i n  10 .   4 

So  tha t  wou ld  mean  tha t  the  c loses t  we  get  i s  a  5 

cha l lenger  s t i l l  have two yea rs  o f  cha l l eng es 6 

aga ins t  us .   And  mos t  o f  t he  yea rs  they  s t i l l  7 

have  th ree  years  o f  cha l lenges  aga ins t  us .    8 

 MR.  VOLK:    Okay .   Leg is la to r ,  as  I  had 9 

sa id ,  in  many  o f  t hese  s i t ua t i ons ,  many o f  t he  10 

cases  are  se t t l ed  th rough 12/ 13 .   They  have  been  11 

se t t led .   Mos t  o f  the  miss ing  years  were  se t t l ed  12 

by  the  Assessmen t  Rev iew Commiss ion .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  don ' t  have  tha t  14 

repo r t .  15 

 MR.  VOLK:    P lease ,  le t  me  f i n ish ,  16 

Leg is la to r .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    That ' s  no t  i n  the  18 

backup .  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  Denenberg ,  l e t  20 

h im f i n i sh  h i s  answer .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    He  d id .   And  I  -  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    No ,  he 's  no t .  23 

 MR.  VOLK:    No.   I  d id  no t ,  Leg is la to r .  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You ' re  ou t  o f  o rde r .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  und ers tand  tha t  2 

you want  to  ass i s t  h im .   We cou ld  a l l  count .   Bu t  3 

you know wha t?  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Bas ic  manners  is  no t  5 

an  ass is tance ,  Dav id .   Bas ic  manners  - -  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    We need to  - -  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Bas ic  manners  is  8 

you ' ve  asked  the  gen t leman  a  ques t ion ,  you a l l ow  9 

the  gent leman  to  answer .   When  he ' s  f i n i she d ,  10 

then  you  can  fo l low up .  11 

 Go  ahead ,  s i r .  12 

 MR.  VOLK:    Thank you,  Mr .  Schmi t t .  13 

 Fo r  many  o f  t hese years ,  as  you are  14 

aware ,  ARC on ly  requ i res  se t t l emen t  approva l  and  15 

no t  bond ing  approva l  because  they  are  the  16 

admin i s t ra t i ve  agency .   What  you  have be for e  you  17 

w i th  these  se t t l emen ts  p roposa ls  a re  on ly  t he  18 

coun ty  a t to rney  years .  19 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Where  is  t he  20 

i n fo rmat ion  o f  wh ich  o f  these  se t t lements  w ere  21 

a l so  se t t l ed  fo r  t he  l as t  th ree  years  in  AR C? 22 

 MR.  VOLK:    I f  you  ask  me on  a  spec i f i c  23 

bas i s ,  I  can  te l l  you  wh ich  ma t te rs  have  be en 24 

se t t led  and wha t  yea rs  they  have  been se t t l ed  25 
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th rough.  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    We a lways  go t  3 

tha t .  4 

 MR.  VOLK:    No.  5 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Yeah .   We d id .  6 

 MR.  VOLK:    Leg is la to r  - -  7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    You never  gave  i t  8 

to  us .   The cur ren t  admin i s t ra t i on  never  ga ve i t  9 

to  us ,  bu t  t he  p r io r  admin is t ra t ion  no t  on l y  gave 10 

i t  t o  us  bu t ,  i n  fac t ,  someone  who  i s  in  yo u r  11 

o f f i ce  a t  the  p resen t  t ime ,  L i sa  LoCur to ,  us ed  to  12 

s tand up  the re  and  speak  o f  t he  mora to r ium t ha t  13 

she was ab le  to  ge t  in  se t t l i ng  any th ing  in  14 

cour t ,  t he  l as t  two years  in  ARC,  and a  15 

mora to r ium where  no  cha l lenge  wou ld  be  f i le d ,  a t  16 

l eas t  in  the  cu r ren t  yea r  and  the  nex t  year .   17 

Th is  i s  the  f i r s t  t ime  in  yea rs  we  haven ' t  go t ten  18 

tha t .  19 

 MR.  VOLK:    Aga in ,  Leg is la to r ,  wha t  you 20 

have  be fore  you  are  se t t lemen ts  wh ich  requ i re  no t  21 

on ly  se t t l ement  approva l  f rom th is  body  bu t  22 

bond ing  approva l .  23 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  the re  i s  no  24 

case ,  Mr .  Vo lk ,  no  case where  I  have  any  id ea 25 
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what  the  s ta tus  o f  t he  l as t  a t  l eas t  two  ye a rs  o f  2 

cha l lenges  a re  because  they ' re  i n  the  Asses sment  3 

Rev iew Commiss ion  and we  d idn ' t  requ i re  se t t l i ng  4 

i n  th i s  Assessment  Rev iew Commiss ion  when w e  5 

se t t led  the  Supreme Cour t  se t t lement?  6 

 MR.  VOLK:    Tha t  i s  co r rec t .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Your  p redecessor  8 

used  to  requ i re  se t t lement  o f  the  ARC cases  and a  9 

mora to r ium.   And  the re  i s  someone in  you r  o f f i ce  10 

who used  to  come up he re  and  make those 11 

s ta temen ts ,  t ha t ' s  L isa  LoCur to  who was the  12 

a t to rney  tha t  hand led  these under  the  prev i ous  13 

admin i s t ra t i on ,  a t  l eas t  up  un t i l  2009 .  14 

 MR.  VOLK:    Mr .  Denenberg ,  t h i s  body  does  15 

no t  vo te  on  approva l  f o r  ARC years .  16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Bu t  t ha t ' s  why  I  17 

wanted  the  se t t l emen t  ag reemen t  as  we l l ,  to  make  18 

su re  tha t  anyone  who  we ' re  g i v ing  a  se t t lem ent  19 

a l so  se t t l ed  the  l as t  th ree  years ,  wh ich  wo u ld  be  20 

be fo re  the  Assessmen t  Rev iew Commiss ion .   21 

O the rw ise ,  we ' re  se t t l ing  wh i l e  there ' s  s t i l l  22 

l i ab i l i t y  aga ins t  us .  23 

 MR.  VOLK:    Mr .  Denenberg ,  t hen you 24 

shou ld  have asked fo r  i t .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  d id .  2 

 MR.  VOLK:    I  beg to  d i f fe r ,  Mr .  3 

Denenberg .  4 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Le t  me  read the  5 

reco rd .   I 'm  go ing  to  read  th i s  f rom the  re cord .  6 

 I  sa id  tha t  I  wanted  the  se t t l emen t  7 

ag reemen ts ,  and  you sa id ,  oh ,  you neve r  go t  the  8 

se t t lement  ag reements .   And I  sa id  how do w e  have 9 

an  assurance  tha t  we 've  se t t l ed  the  cases  b e fo re  10 

ARC?  You sa id  you  w i l l  ge t  t ha t  f o r  me.  11 

 MR.  VOLK:    Mr .  Denenberg ,  i t  i s  my 12 

unders tand ing  tha t  t he  county  a t to rney  wro t e  a  13 

l e t te r  t o  you  spec i f i ca l l y  ask ing  i f  you  re qu i red  14 

any  add i t i ona l  i n fo rma t ion ,  and I  do  no t  - -  15 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And my  counse l  16 

sent  - -  17 

 MR.  VOLK:    and  I  do  no t  be l i eve  tha t  you 18 

responded to  tha t  le t te r .  19 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    My  counse l  sen t  20 

an  e -mai l  ask ing  to  b r ing  a l l  the  se t t lemen t  21 

i n fo rmat ion  up  th rough  date  so  we know tha t  i f  22 

we ' re  se t t l i ng  w i th  someone tha t  t hey ' ve  se t t l ed  23 

the  Assessmen t  Rev iew Commiss ion  pe t i t ions  as  24 

we l l .  25 
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 MR.  VOLK:    To  whom was tha t  e -mai l  sen t ,  2 

Mr .  Denenberg? 3 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    To  you .  4 

 MR.  VOLK:    And  when  was  i t  sen t?  5 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    You sa id  tha t  you 6 

wou ld  answer  on  reco rd  to  each  one .   Th i s  g oes  7 

back  mon ths  ago .  8 

 MR.  VOLK:    And  I  am p repared  to  answer  9 

on  each one.   I f  we can go  th rough  each one ,  I ' l l  10 

be  more  than  happy  - -  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    On  a l l  87  i t ems,  12 

you want  to  answer  on  reco rd?  13 

 MR.  VOLK:    I f  t ha t  i s  you r  ques t i on  Mr .  14 

Denenberg .  15 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I t ' s  been my  16 

ques t ion  the  who le  t ime.  17 

 MR.  VOLK:    Then  le t ' s  ge t  t o  i t .  18 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Wh ich  ones  o f  19 

these - -  you ' re  go ing  to  say  a l l  o f  these a re  20 

se t t led  w i th  ARC? 21 

 MR.  VOLK:    G ive  me one minu te .   Le t  me 22 

ge t  my  cha r t .  23 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  pe rsona l ly  24 

don ' t  know why any  l eg is la to r  wou ld  want  to  25 
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se t t le  a  case  wh i l e  there ' s  s t i l l  l i ab i l i t y  2 

aga ins t  us .    3 

 So ,  wh ich  o f  these  cases  have  been  4 

se t t led  w i th  ARC as  we l l ?  5 

 MR.  VOLK:    Okay .   S ta r t ing  w i th  6 

Ord inance Number  190-2012 - -  7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    No .   I t  s ta r ts  8 

w i th  188  and  189 .   And  I ,  pe rsona l ly ,  have looked 9 

a t  each o f  t hose ,  and those s t i l l  ex is t  in  ARC.  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I t  s ta r t s  w i th  11 

Ord inance 69 .   Tha t ' s  the  f i r s t  i t em tha t ' s  been  12 

ca l l ed .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    We were  ta lk ing  14 

abou t  c le rk  i tem number ,  Pete r .  15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Ord inance  Number  69  16 

i s  189 -12.  17 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Ac tua l l y ,  i t  18 

s ta r ts  w i th  188 -12 .  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    21  was  the  f i r s t  i tem 20 

ca l l ed ,  Mr .  Denenberg .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  fo r  21 ,  i t ' s  22 

no t  I t em 190 .  23 

 MR.  VOLK:    Le t  me  ca tch  up  w i th  you ,  Mr .  24 

Denenberg ,  because  I  need the  c le rk  i t em num ber .  25 
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 That  i s  189,  Car lo  C ingame l l i .   That  was  2 

se t t led  th rough  10 /11 .  3 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Cor rec t .   Where ' s  4 

11 /12 ,  12 /13 ,  and,  ac tua l l y ,  a t  th is  po in t ,  5 

13 /14?  6 

 MR.  VOLK:    Le t  me  d iscuss  13 /14  f i r s t .  7 

 As  you  a re  aware ,  Mr .  Denenberg ,  8 

admin i s t ra t i ve  g r ievances  were  on ly  f i led  a s  o f  9 

March  1 ,  2012 .   ARC has  un t i l  Ap r i l  1 ,  2013  to  10 

se t t le  these  ma t te rs .   You  a re  essen t ia l l y  ask ing  11 

the  Assessmen t  Rev iew Board  to  take  15  mont hs  12 

wor th  o f  work  i n to  two  and  a  ha l f  months .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    No ,  n o .   You ' re  14 

no t  unders tand ing  what  I 'm  say ing .   What  I ' m  15 

say ing  i s  i f  you  l ook  a t  189 ,  the  cha l lenge r  i s  16 

ge t t ing  money  f rom us  and they  s t i l l  have a  case  17 

tha t  t hey  had  to  f i l e  in  10 ,  t hey  s t i l l  hav e  a  18 

case  they  had  to  f i l e  in  11 ,  and  they  jus t  f i l ed  19 

a  case  in  12 .   I n  the  pas t ,  we  a lways  requ i red  20 

tha t  t hose  th ree  yea rs  be  se t t led  as  we l l .   And 21 

the  cu r ren t  yea r  a t  leas t  have  a  mora tor ium  tha t  22 

there  wou ld  be  no  f i l i ng .   O therw ise ,  the  d ay ,  i n  23 

th is  case Mr .  C ingamel l i  se t t l es  tha t  ge ts  money ,  24 

he  s t i l l  has  th ree  yea rs  wor t h  o f  cha l lenges  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  172 Full Legislature – 5-21-12 

aga ins t  the  coun ty .   And  we can se t t le  the  2 

pend ing  cases  be fo re  ARC,  and  we  can  requ i r e  tha t  3 

one does  no t  f i l e  the  case  th i s  year ,  o r  w i thd raw 4 

the  case  tha t  was f i led  th is  yea r .   Othe rw i se ,  5 

i t ' s  l i ke  a  revo lv ing  door  where  they  keep 6 

ge t t ing  money  f rom us .  7 

 MR.  VOLK:    But  Mr .  Denenberg ,  we,  as  the  8 

coun ty  a t to rney ' s  o f f i ce ,  can ' t  fo rce  the  9 

pe t i t i oners  to  ca lendar  and f i le .   We - -  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Yes ,  you  can .   11 

The o f f i ce  tha t  you represen t  was do ing  tha t  12 

be fo re  you r  t ime .   They  were  requ i r i ng  tha t  the  13 

se t t lement  be  b rough t  r i gh t  up  to  da te .  14 

 MR.  VOLK:    Mr .  Denenberg ,  under  RPTL 718 15 

we  canno t  fo rce  them unt i l  two  yea rs  a f te r  t he  16 

dead l i ne  fo r  f i l i ng  the  wr i t .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Then  you  don ' t  18 

have  to  se t t l e  w i th  them.   Then you don ' t  ha ve  to  19 

se t t le  w i th  them un less  your  p redecessor  re qu i red  20 

fo r  se t t lemen t  tha t  the  se t t l ement  no t  on ly  21 

se t t le  wha t  was  in  Supreme Cour t  f o r  commerc ia l ,  22 

wh ich  is  t h i s ,  bu t  a lso  what  i s  pend ing  be f o re  23 

the  Assessmen t  Rev iew Commiss ion ,  wh ich  is  24 

ce r ta in l y  go ing  to  go  to  Supreme Cour t ,  be  25 
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reso lved  as  we l l .   I n  a  se t t l ement ,  we  can 2 

requ i re  tha t  as  pa r t  o f  the  se t t lement .   In  a  3 

j udgment ,  you ' re  r igh t .   The  judgmen t  wou ld  on ly  4 

be  tha t  wh ich  i s  be fore  the  cour t .  5 

 MR.  VOLK:    So,  then  by  your  v iew o f  t he  6 

wor ld ,  Mr .  Denenberg ,  we  shou ld  cont inue  to  7 

accrue  in te res t  and cont inue  to  pe rm i t  t he  8 

back log  to  g row.   I  don ' t  wan t  to  do  tha t .  9 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    We l l ,  i t  i s  10 

g row ing by  no t  se t t l ing  th rough the  cu r ren t  year .   11 

You ' re  no t  b r ing ing  i t  up  to  cur ren t .   The 12 

back log  - -  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    A l r i gh t .     14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    The back log  w i l l  15 

s t i l l  ex is t .   We  can  never  - -  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    A l r i gh t .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    ca tch  up ,  in  you r  18 

v iew  o f  the  wor ld .  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You can neve r  ge t  20 

changed what ' s  i n  f ron t  o f  us .   So  le t ' s  mo ve on .   21 

I t ' s  here .  22 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Le t  me  jus t  no te  23 

fo r  the  reco rd ,  Mr .  Schmi t t .   I f  t h i s  i s  wh a t  24 

we ' re  go ing  to  see  in  each  o f  these - -  25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Jus t  f o r  t he  record .   2 

What  i s  the  i n te res t  ra te  tha t  t hey  are  3 

co l l ec t i ng  i n  the  back log?  4 

 MR.  VOLK:    I f  i t  i s  a  j udgmen t ,  i t  can  5 

be  as  h igh  as  n ine  percent .  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    And what  i f  i t ' s  no t?  7 

 MR.  VOLK:    I f  i t  i s  a  se t t l emen t ,  i t  can  8 

be  as  h igh  as  four  and  a  ha l f  pe rcen t .  9 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    On ly  once you 10 

approve the  se t t lement ,  co r rec t?  11 

 MR.  VOLK:    I t  depends  on  the  year .   I t  12 

depends on  the  yea r ,  Mr .  Denenberg .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    None  o f  these 14 

cases  are  acc ru ing  i n te res t  ye t .  15 

 MR.  VOLK:    Tha t 's  no t  t rue ,  Mr .  16 

Denenberg .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  we ' re  en ter ing  18 

i n to  se t t l ement  ag reemen ts  now and  we ' re  pa y ing  19 

i n te res t  even  though  we haven ' t  approved  th e  20 

se t t lement  ag reement  ye t?  21 

 MR.  VOLK:    I n te res t  i s  accru ing  eve ry  22 

day ,  Mr .  Denenberg .  23 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  cannot ,  fo r  the  24 

l i fe  o f  me ,  unders tand  why  we  wou ld  se t t le  w i th  25 
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peop le  and  have  th ree  years  s t i l l  ou ts tand i ng  2 

when  jus t  a  few  years  ago we  requ i red  se t t l ements  3 

- -  and  L isa  LoCur to  sa t  there  and ta lked  abo ut  - -  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Th is  i s  t he  th i rd  5 

t ime  you ' re  go ing  over  th i s  g round .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    two year  7 

mora to r iums.   Because he  sa id  tha t  we are  s e t t led  8 

r i gh t  th rough  the  years .   And  the  ve ry  f i rs t  one  9 

we  have,  we see  there ' s  th ree  years  - -  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Move  on.  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    o f  l i ab i l i t y  12 

tha t ' s  no t  be ing  se t t l ed .  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    And i t ' s  no t  go ing  to  14 

change .   I t  i s  wha t  i t  i s .  15 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    We ' re  go ing  to  16 

see tha t  on  each  one ,  Mr .  Schmi t t .  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    F ine .   Wha teve r  i t  18 

i s ,  i t  i s .  19 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   Thank  you .  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Anybody e l se?  21 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   22 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  23 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   24 

 Leg is la to r  W ink ,  a  ques t ion  o r  wha t?  25 
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 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Yes .   Yes ,  Mr .  2 

Cha i rman .  3 

 I  wou ld  jus t  re i te ra te  the  concerns  th is  4 

caucus  had  rea l l y  s ince  the  ou tse t .   Wha t  t h is  5 

l eg i s la tu re  i s  be ing  asked  to  do  i s ,  qu i te  6 

f rank l y ,  unp recedented .  7 

 We have taken  i t ems tha t  a re  up  fo r  8 

se t t lement  and we have  merged  them w i th  sep ara te  9 

i t ems tha t  requ i re  bond ing  au tho r i za t i on .   Under  10 

no rmal  c i r cumstances ,  th is  l eg is la tu re  has  a lways  11 

vo ted  on  se t t lemen ts ,  wh ich  requ i res  a  s imp le  12 

ma jo r i t y ,  and  then  vo ted  on  the  bond ing  to  13 

au thor ize  those  se t t lements  -  excuse  me,  to  pay  14 

fo r  those se t t l ements .   What  we are  see ing  here  15 

today ,  a f te r  much t r ia l  and most ly  e r ro r  on  the  16 

pa r t  o f  the  coun ty  a t to rney ' s  o f f i ce ,  a re  a  17 

se r ies  o f  i t ems  tha t  combine  those  two  t ype s  o f  18 

measure  in to  one  vo te  on  each  i t em.   By  the  way,  19 

bond ing  requ i res  a  super  majo r i t y ,  no t  a  s i mp le  20 

ma jo r i t y  l i ke  the  se t t lements  do .   I  be l iev e  tha t  21 

tha t  i s  i l l ega l .   I  be l i eve  t ha t  t h i s  i s  22 

someth ing  we 've  neve r  done  be fore  on  th i s  23 

Leg is la tu re .   I ,  persona l l y ,  w i l l  oppose  ea ch and 24 

every  one o f  the  i tems  tha t  I 'm capab le  o f  25 
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oppos ing  on  the  grounds tha t  I  be l ieve  tha t  th is  2 

i s  an  unpreceden ted and i l lega l  ac t i on  on  t he  3 

pa r t  o f  th is  l eg is la tu re .  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  Wink ,  your  5 

op in ion  conf l i c t s  w i th  tha t  o f  t he  county 's  6 

ou ts ide  bond  counse l .   I  have  a  copy  o f  a  l e t te r  7 

he re  f rom Or r i ck  (phonet ic ) ,  wh ich  I  wou ld  l i ke  8 

to  make pa r t  o f  the  reco rd ,  as  we l l  as  cop i es  to  9 

pass  ou t  t o  the  member .  10 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Mr .  Schmi t t ,  you  w i l l  11 

know - -  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  know.   You  know 13 

be t te r  t han they  do .  14 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    And  you  w i l l  know f rom 15 

read ing  tha t  le t te r  tha t  t hey  op ined  s imp ly  no t  16 

on  the  Char te r  i ssues ,  j us t  on  the  mun ic ipa l  17 

f i nanc ing  issues .  18 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    On  the  mun ic ipa l  19 

f i nanc ing  issues ,  they  have op ined  tha t  i t  i s  20 

pe r fec t l y  pe rmiss ib le  to  j o in  the  two toget her ,  21 

and the  coun ty  a t to rney  has  rendered  a  wr i t t en  22 

op in ion  where  he  op ined on  the  Char te r  i ssu es  23 

f i nd ing  i t ' s  pe r fec t ly  permis s ib le  to  pu t  t h e  two 24 

toge ther .   Bu t  I  know you know bet te r .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR WINK:    To  say  tha t  t ha t ' s  2 

suspec t  in  my  m ind  i s  an  unders ta temen t .  3 

 N IFA  has  a l ready  op ined tha t  t hey  w i l l  4 

no t  suppor t  add i t i ona l  bond ing  by  th is  coun ty .   5 

So  how about  i t  w i th  you r  academic  exe rc ise ,  Mr .  6 

Cha i rman?  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .   We have  the  8 

op in ions  o f  t he  coun ty  a t to rney ,  t hey  are  p a r t  o f  9 

the  reco rd ,  and  Or r i ck ,  the  bond ing  counse l ,  par t  10 

o f  t he  record .   Obv ious l y ,  t hey  are  d i sagre e ing  11 

w i th  the  pos i t i on  o f  - -  I  don ' t  know i f  you ' re  12 

speak ing  fo r  the  caucus  or  no t  - -  bu t  obv io us l y  13 

d i sagree ing  w i th  tha t  pos i t i on .   Anyway.  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    How come th i s  i s  15 

f i rs t  be ing  g iven to  us  now,  today ,  May 21?  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Because i t  was  17 

reques ted  by  you r  counse l  la te  i n  the  day  F r iday .  18 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Th is  wasn ' t  19 

impor tan t  to  you?  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    L i ke  eve ry th ing  tha t  21 

comes f rom you,  la te  i n  the  day  Fr iday .  22 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  i t  23 

was reques ted  Thursday .   Second o f  a l l ,  i t ' s  24 

someth ing  you  shou ld  have wan ted  too ,  be for e  25 
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vo t i ng  fo r  t hese  se t t l emen ts  and  ob l iga t ing  the  2 

taxpayers  to  pay  them back .  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  know you  now th ink  4 

tha t  you  cou ld  speak  wha t  I  shou ld  wan t  and  what  5 

I  shou ld  do  bu t  you can ' t  do  tha t .   I f  you  l ook  6 

a t  t he  l e t te r ,  i f  you  take  the  t ime ou t ,  sh ush  up  7 

and read ,  you ' l l  see  tha t  the  le t te r  i s  da t ed  May 8 

21 ,  tha t ' s  t oday ,  tha t ' s  why  you ' re  ge t t ing  i t  9 

now.   You ' re  ge t t i ng  i t  a t  t he  same t ime  th a t  10 

we ' re  ge t t ing  i t .  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Pe te r ,  i f  you  12 

l i s tened  to  my - -  I 'm so r ry .   Mr .  Schmi t t ,  i f  you  13 

l i s tened  to  my po in t ,  th is  i s  someth ing  tha t  14 

rea l l y  shou ld  have  been w i th  the  i tems ,  no t  r i gh t  15 

a t  t he  vo te .  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    We l l ,  i t  wasn ' t .   And 17 

we  requested  i t ,  a t  your  request ,  and we  go t  i t .  18 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  wou ld  jus t  say  19 

aga in ,  by  vo t ing  to  se t t le  these  cases ,  we a re  20 

ob l i ga t i ng  the  county  to  pay  them back  and we ' re  21 

no t  even  ca tch ing  up .  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .  23 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    We can ' t  ca tch  up  24 

because each  o f  these se t t lements  wou ld  s t i l l  25 
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have  th ree  years  o f  cha l lenges  aga ins t  us .  2 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    We have a  - -  ca l l  the  3 

ques t ion .   I 'm go ing  to  take  a  ro l l  ca l l  vo te .   4 

Mr .  C lerk ,  wou ld  you  ca l l  the  ro l l ,  p lease?   5 

 CLERK MULLER:    Depu ty  P res id ing  O f f i cer  6 

Gonsa lves?  7 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Yes .  8 

 CLERK MULLER:    A l te rna te  Depu ty  9 

P res id ing  Of f i ce r  Kope l?  10 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Yes .  11 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  T ro iano?  12 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    No .  13 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  So lages?  14 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:    I  vo te  no .  15 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Fo rd?  16 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Yes .   17 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Scanne l l?  18 

 LEGISLATOR SCANNELL:    No.  19 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Becke r?  20 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    I  vo te  yes  fo r  ou r  21 

youth  and sen io rs  in  our  communi ty .  22 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a?  23 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Yes .  24 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo?  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  181  Full Legislature – 5-21-12 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Yes .  2 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Boswor th?  3 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:     No .  4 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  W ink?  5 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    No.  6 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Be les i?  7 

 LEGISLATOR BELESI :    Yes .  8 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Dunne?  9 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Aye .  10 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Jacobs?  11 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    No.  12 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Wa lke r?  13 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Yes .  14 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Der igg i -15 

Wh i t ton?  16 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    No .  17 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Denenberg?  18 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    No .  19 

 CLERK MULLER:    M ino r i ty  Leader  Abrahams?  20 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    No.  21 

 CLERK MULLER:    Pres id ing  Of f i ce r  22 

Schmi t t?  23 

 LEGISLATOR SCHMITT :      Yes .  24 

 CLERK MULLER:    By  a  vo te  o f  t en  to  n ine ,  25 
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the  i t ems ca r ry .  2 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    No .   I t  r equ i res  13  3 

vo tes .  4 

 CLERK MULLER:    So r ry .  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  unders tand  tha t  Mr .  6 

Wink  has  to  recuse  h imse l f  on  these fo l l ow i ng  7 

i t ems,  wh ich  I 'm  go ing  to  ca l l .    8 

 I t ems 20 ,  22 ,  26 ,  27 ,  30 ,  31 ,  34 ,  36 ,  37 ,  9 

43 ,  47 ,  49 ,  54 ,  57 ,  67 ,  95 ,  97 ,  99 ,  101,  10 4 .   10 

Those i t ems,  as  ca l l ed ,  Leg is la to r  W ink  has  11 

recused h imse l f ,  l e f t  the  chamber ,  and  i s  n o t  12 

tak ing  par t  i n  any  o f  the  deba te  o r  d i scuss ion  on  13 

these i t ems.  14 

 Cou ld  I  have  a  mot ion ,  p lease?  15 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  16 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  18 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  19 

 Any  deba te  o r  d i scuss ion?  20 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   21 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  22 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   23 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Leg is la to r  24 

Schmi t t ,  I 'm  go ing  to  say  fo r  each  o f  these  25 
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i t ems,  the  same ques t ions  I  had be fo re  and the  2 

same i ssue ,  as  fa r  as  the  se t t lements  no t  b e ing  3 

b rough t  to  the  cur ren t  da te .  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    And the  same answers .  5 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  th is  p lease say  6 

aye.  7 

 (Aye . )  8 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Leg is la to r  Dunne 9 

vo tes  aye.  10 

 Any  opposed?  11 

 (Nay . )  12 

 Le t  the  reco rd  show tha t  by  a  vo te  o f  ten  13 

to  e igh t ,  w i th  one  recusa l ,  t he  i t ems fa i l ,  w i th  14 

ten  vo tes  in  the  major i t y  in  favor  and  e igh t  15 

vo tes  o f  t he  minor i t y  in  oppos i t ion .  16 

 You can inv i te  Leg is la to r  Wink  back  in .   17 

No .    18 

 Leg is la to r  Ab rahams,  Leg is la to r  Jacobs ,  19 

and Leg is la to r  DeR igg i -Whi t ton ,  and Leg is la t o r  20 

Wink  recused  themse lves  becau se o f  po ten t ia l  21 

conf l i c t s .  22 

 I t ems 60 ,  61 ,  62 ,  and 63 .    23 

 Any  deba te  o r  d i scuss ion?  24 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   25 
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 Any  pub l ic  comment?  2 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   3 

 We need a  mo t ion .  4 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  5 

 MR.  VOLK:    Excuse  me.   Mr .  Schmi t t ,  do  I  6 

coun t  as  pub l ic  comment?  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Who sa id  tha t?  8 

 MR.  VOLK:    Mr .  Vo lk .  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Do  you  count  as  10 

pub l ic  comment?  11 

 MR.  VOLK:    Yes .  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    No ,  s i r .   You ' re  the  13 

coun ty  a t to rney ' s  o f f i ce .  14 

 MR.  VOLK:    Because I  wou ld  l i ke  to  15 

adv i se  - -  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Excuse  me .   Excuse  17 

me .   I 'm  in  the  midd le  o f  tak ing  a  mot ion .   Cou ld  18 

I  have  a  second ,  p lease?  19 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Seconded  by  21 

Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  22 

 Any  deba te  o r  d i scuss ion  on  the  pa r t  o f  23 

the  leg i s la to rs?  24 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   25 
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 Do  you  have someth ing  to  add  to  th is ,  2 

s i r?  3 

 MR.  VOLK:    I f  I  may ,  Leg is la to r .  4 

 On  I tem Number  242  - -   5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    That 's  no t  i n  f ron t  6 

o f  us .  7 

 MR.  VOLK:    Excuse  me.   Number  62 .  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    62 .  9 

 MR.  VOLK:    And  number  63 ,  I  wou ld  l i ke  10 

to  adv ise  the  Leg is la tu re  tha t  ARC set t l ed  these  11 

to  mat te rs  f rom 11 /12  th ru  and  inc lud ing  12 /13 .  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    He ' l l  f i nd  someth ing  13 

e l se  wrong  w i th  i t ,  t r us t  me .  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    That  wou ld  no t  15 

i nc lude the  cur ren t  year .  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    There  you  go .   The re  17 

you go .  18 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I 'm so r ry  fo r  19 

ca r ing  about  taxpayer  money.  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I t ' s  a l l  about  21 

red i s t r i c t ing  and we  know tha t .   Tha t ' s  f in e .   22 

We ' l l  do  wha t  we  got ta  do .  23 

 No  o ther  deba te  or  d iscuss ion?  24 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   25 
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 No  o ther  pub l ic  comment?  2 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   3 

 A l l  those in  favor  - -  4 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Leg is la to r  Dunne 5 

vo tes  aye.  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Dunne  7 

vo tes  aye.    8 

 Anybody e l se  vo t ing  aye?   I  vo te  aye .  9 

 (Aye . )  10 

 Who is  opposed?  11 

 (Nay . )  12 

 F i ve  opposed .   By  a  vo te  o f  t en  to  f i ve ,  13 

and four  recusa ls ,  t he  i tems  a re  de fea ted ;  t en  14 

vo tes  o f  t he  ma jor i t y  in  favo r  and  f i ve  vo t es  o f  15 

the  mino r i ty  opposed .  16 

 Next .   We ' re  go ing  to  ca l l  I t ems  32 and 17 

33 .  18 

 Leg is la to r  Ab rahams and Leg is la to r  Jacobs 19 

have  recused  themse lves  and a re  tak ing  no  pa r t  i n  20 

the  deba te  o r  d i scuss ion .  21 

 Any  deba te  o r  d i scuss ion  on  these two 22 

i t ems?  23 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   24 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  25 
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 (No ve rba l  response. )   2 

 We 've  go t  to  take  a  mo t ion .  3 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  mo ved .  4 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mo t ion  by  Leg is la to r  6 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  7 

 Now,  a l l  t hose in  favo r  p lease  say  aye .  8 

 (Aye . )  9 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Dunne  vo tes  aye .  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    A l l  those  opposed?  11 

 (Nay . )  12 

 We have ten  vo tes  o f  t he  majo r i t y  in  13 

favo r  and we  have seven vo tes  o f  t he  m inor i t y  14 

opposed.  15 

 We ' re  go ing  to  ca l l  I t em Number  98  16 

because Leg is la to rs  Jacobs  and  Abrahams hav e  to  17 

recuse  themse lves .  18 

 A  mo t ion  fo r  I t em 98?  19 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  20 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  22 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  23 

 Any  deba te  o r  d i scuss ion?  24 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   25 
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 Any  pub l ic  comment?  2 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   3 

 A l l  those in  favor  p lease say  aye.  4 

 (Aye . )  5 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Dunne  vo tes  aye .  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Any  opposed?  7 

 (Nay . )  8 

 Ten vo tes  o f  the  major i t y  in  favor  and  9 

seven vo tes  o f  t he  m inor i t y  opposed.  10 

 Number  80 ,  a  mo t ion  p lease?  11 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  12 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mo t ion  by  Leg is la to r  14 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  15 

 Leg is la to r  Denenberg  i s  recused,  l e f t  the  16 

chamber ,  and  is  tak ing  no  pa r t  i n  the  debat e  o r  17 

d i scuss ion .  18 

 Any  o the r  debate  o r  d i scuss ion?  19 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   20 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  21 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   22 

 A l l  those in  favor  p lease say  aye.  23 

 (Aye . )  24 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Dunne  vo tes  aye .  25 
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 Any  opposed?   2 

 (Nay . )  3 

 We have ten  vo tes  o f  t he  majo r i t y  in  4 

favo r  and s i x  vo tes  o f  t he  m inor i t y  opposed .  5 

 I t em Number  25 .   Who  i s  recused on  th i s?   6 

Leg is la to r  T ro iano  i s  recus ing  h imse l f ,  tak ing  no  7 

pa r t  i n  the  deba te  o r  d i scuss ion ,  and has  l e f t  8 

the  chamber .  9 

 May I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 10 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  11 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  13 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  14 

 Any  deba te  o r  d i scuss ion?  15 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   16 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  17 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   18 

 A l l  those in  favor  p lease say  aye.  19 

 (Aye . )  20 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Dunne  vo tes  aye .  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    A l l  those  opposed?  22 

 (Nay . )  23 

 Tens  vo tes  o f  t he  ma jo r i t y  i n  favo r  and 24 

e igh t  vo tes  o f  t he  m inor i t y  opposed.  25 
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 Now,  we have  le f t  he re ,  wh ich  I 'm go ing  2 

to  ca l l  in  bu lk .   We ' re  done w i th  the  tax  ce r t s .  3 

 Now we  have a  consen t  ca lendar ,  wh ich  are  4 

those i t ems tha t  t he  m inor i t y  and the  ma jor i t y  5 

have  cons ide red  and ag reed  tha t  they  shou ld  be  6 

passed  because the re  i s  no th ing  to  debate .   I 'm 7 

j us t  go ing  to  ca l l  ou t  t he  i t ems .  8 

 I t ems Number  4 ,  8 ,  10 ,  11 ,  12 ,  13 ,  14 ,  9 

15 ,  16 ,  17 ,  18 ,  107,  108 ,  109 ,  110 ,  111,  11 2 ,  10 

113,  114 ,  115 ,  116 ,  117,  118,  119,  120 ,  121 ,  122 ,  11 

123,  124 ,  125 ,  126 ,  127,  128 ,  129,  130 ,  131 ,  132 ,  12 

133,  134 ,  135 ,  136 ,  137,  138 ,  139,  and  140,  141,  13 

142,  and  143 .  14 

 May I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 15 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  16 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  18 

Gonsa lves ,  and seconded by  Leg is la to r  Musca re l la .  19 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  20 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   21 

 See ing  none,  a l l  t hose  in  favo r  p lease  22 

say  aye.  23 

 (Aye . )   24 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Dunne  vo tes  aye .  25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Denn is  Dunne  vo tes  2 

aye .  3 

 That 's  t he  consent  ca lendar .  4 

 I t em Number  7 ,  wh ich  i s  a  vo te  on  the  5 

p roposed  Loca l  Law to  amend the  Admin i s t ra t i ve  6 

Code  in  re la t ion  to  d i sc ip l i na ry  p rocedures  7 

rega rd ing  the  Po l i ce  Benevo len t  Assoc ia t ion  8 

members .    9 

 I  have  some s l i ps  he re  fo r  some speakers .  10 

 Amy Ul lo  f rom the  Long  I s land  Federa t i on  11 

o f  Labor .  12 

 MS.  ULLO:   Good  a f te rnoon.   My  name is  13 

Amy Ul lo ,  and  I 'm he re  today  on  beha l f  o f  t h e  14 

Long  I s land Federa t i on  o f  Labor .   The Long I s land 15 

labo r  movement  i s  appear ing  be fo re  th i s  16 

l eg i s la t i ve  body  to  s ta te  ou r  adaman t  oppos i t i on  17 

to  the  e f fo r t s  to  c i rcumvent ,  ro l l back ,  o r  repea l  18 

co l l ec t i ve  ba rga in ing  r i gh ts .  19 

 We were  be fo re  th i s  Leg is la tu re  in  20 

January  2011  when th is  same leg i s la t ion  was  21 

p roposed .   Our  l abor  movement  w i l l  never  end orse  22 

tha t  nar row,  one -s ided  approach to  manag ing  ou r  23 

coun ty 's  gove rnmen t .   No th ing  has  changed.   We 24 

s t i l l  be l i eve  th is  app roach i s  i l l ega l  and doubt  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  192  Full Legislature – 5-21-12 

tha t  t he  cou r ts  w i l l  upho ld  th is  i n t rus ion  upon 2 

l abo r  cont rac ts  w i l l ing l y  en te red  in to  by  N assau  3 

Coun ty .  4 

 We oppose the  s t ra teg ies  the  county  5 

execut ive  and  the  leg i s la t i ve  ma jo r i t y  a re  6 

under tak ing  i n  two  separa te  a reas .   F i rs t ,  t he  7 

coun ty  mus t  no t  be  g iven  the  power  to  ab rog a te  8 

the  cont rac tua l  wages,  benef i t s ,  and  work in g  9 

cond i t ions  o f  coun ty  emp loyees  fo r  t he  purp ose  o f  10 

c rea t i ng  a  budge t  document .   Second,  b ind in g  11 

a rb i t ra t ion  mus t  no t  be  e l im ina ted  f rom 12 

d i sc ip l i na ry  p roceed ings  i n  the  po l i ce  13 

depar tment .   Ne i ther  one  o f  t hese two pa ths  makes 14 

sense and ne i the r  shou ld  be  adop ted by  the  15 

l eg i s la tu re .  16 

 I t  i s  t ime  fo r  bo th  pa r t ies  to  ge t  down 17 

to  bus iness  and  c rea te  a  pa th  towards  so lve ncy  18 

tha t  does  no t  p lace  the  fu l l  burden o f  so lv ing  19 

these cha l lenges  on  the  backs  o f  t he  county  20 

work fo rce .  21 

 We s ta ted  prev ious ly  to  th is  body  tha t  22 

un i l a te ra l l y  open ing  un ion  con t rac ts  c rea te s  23 

p rob lems  beyond  i t s  l i ke ly  v i o la t i on  o f  the  24 

Ta i l o r  Law.   Favor i t i sm wi l l  r ep lace  the  ex i s t ing  25 
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p ro tec t i ons  fo r  un ion  members .   Crony ism wi l l  2 

become the  new s tandard  fo r  j ob  ass ignments  and 3 

pay .   Co l l ec t i ve  barga in ing  and the  laws  th a t  4 

de f i ne  i t s  l im i t s  p reven t  the  po l i t i ca l  5 

man ipu la t i on  o f  the  work fo rce .  6 

 I t  seems  l i ke  coun ty  l eaders  have los t  7 

s igh t  o f  t he  fac t  tha t  we have  a  ded ica ted  8 

work fo rce  in  p lace  to  p rov ide  the  se rv ices  county  9 

res idents  - -  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I 'm so r ry .   I 'm 11 

so r ry .   I  ha te  to  in te r rup t  you and cu t  you  o f f .   12 

I t ' s  my mis take .   You ' re  on  I t em 315 ;  tha t ' s  no t  13 

what 's  i n  f ron t  o f  us .  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    She was speak ing  15 

abou t  bo th ,  I  t h ink .  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You want  to  f i n i sh  17 

your  s ta temen t?  18 

 MS.  ULLO:   P lease.  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    That 's  my  fau l t .   My  20 

m is take .  21 

 MS.  ULLO:   I  be l ieve  eve ry  one  o f  the  22 

coun ty  un ions  unders tands  the  f i nanc ia l  23 

cha l lenges  the  county  faces .   They  have bee n  24 

w i l l ing  to  come to  the  barga in ing  tab le  and  ta lk  25 
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abou t  confess ions .   They  have  endured layo f f s  o f  2 

the i r  membersh ip .   They  have  exper ienced  th e  3 

p r iva t iza t ion  o f  county  se rv i ces .    4 

 Nassau  County  res idents  dese rve  a  much  5 

be t te r  app roach  f rom county  l eaders .   Our  L ong  6 

I s land  labor  movement  w i l l  no t  s tand  by  wh i l e  7 

coun ty  worke rs  and  the  po l i ce  depar tment  a r e  8 

underm ined  fo r  i deo log ica l  reasons .   We urg e  you  9 

to  re t rac t  bo th  o f  t hose  measures .  10 

 Thank you.  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Now.   On  I tem Number  12 

7 ,  C le rk  Number  106,  wh ich  i s  a  vo te  - -  wh ic h  is  13 

a  Loca l  Law to  amend  the  Admi n is t ra t i ve  Code  in  14 

re la t i on  to  d isc ip l i na ry  p rocedures  rega rd i ng  the  15 

Po l i ce  Benevo len t  Assoc ia t ion ,  we have  an  16 

amendment  wh ich  was c i rcu la ted  on  Apr i l  9  w h ich  17 

adds  a  sec t i on  o f  - -  i t  removes Sect ion  8-13  and  18 

Sect ion  8-13 -O f rom the  Nassa u  County  19 

Admin i s t ra t i ve  Code.   The or ig ina l  i tem on l y  20 

removed Sect ion  8-13 -OE.   So  i t  f i xes  tha t  a nd  i t  21 

e l im ina tes  those  sec t i ons  f rom the  l aw .  22 

 I  w i l l  make the  mo t ion .   Cou ld  I  have a  23 

second ,  p lease?  24 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Second .  25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Seconded  by  2 

Leg is la to r  Gonsa lves .  3 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  the  - -  any  debate  4 

o r  d iscuss ion? 5 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   6 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  7 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   8 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  the  amendment  9 

p lease  say  aye.  10 

 (Aye . )  11 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Leg is la to r  Dunne 12 

vo tes  aye.  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Any  opposed?  14 

 The amendment  i s  passed.  15 

 On  the  i tem,  as  amended.   We have Je r ry  16 

La r i cch iu ta  f rom the  CSEA.    Jer ry ,  I 'm sor r y .   17 

These s l ips  a re  ou t  o f  o rder .  18 

 Char les  Lo iacano .  19 

 MR.  LOIACANO:    I  want  to  be  sure  tha t  20 

I 'm ta lk ing  on  the  r igh t  reso lu t ion .   We ' re  21 

ta lk ing  abou t  the  d i sc ip l i na ry  p rocedures .  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    We ' re  ta l k ing  abou t  23 

the  d i sc ip l i nary ,  yes .  24 

 MR.  LOIACANO:   Tha t ' s  rea l l y  an  easy  one .  25 
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 I  won ' t  dea l  w i th  the  obv ious  breach  o f  2 

cont rac t  t ha t  you wou ld  face  i f  th is  reso lu t ion  3 

were  passed.   And you ' re  a l l  smar t  enough t o  know 4 

where  tha t  wou ld  w ind  up .  5 

 I  w i l l ,  however ,  dea l  w i th  the  ques t ion  6 

o f  f undamenta l  r igh ts .   I f  you  be l ieve  i n  du e 7 

p rocess ,  t ha t  i s  t he  r igh t  t o  face  you r  acc user  8 

i n  the  p resence  o f  an  impar t i a l  th i rd  pa r ty ,  t he  9 

r i gh t  to  be  j udged  fa i r l y ,  t hen you wou ld  d eny  10 

the  commiss ione r  the  r igh t  t o  be  j udge  and ju ry .   11 

I f ,  however ,  you  be l ieve  tha t  a  boss  shou ld  have  12 

the  so le  power  to  accuse ,  to  j udge ,  and to  13 

sentence ,  why  then ,  you ' l l  g i ve  the  commiss ioner  14 

the  so le  power  to  f i re  po l i ce  o f f i ce rs .  15 

 Many  o f  us  m igh t  be  weak  enough to  w ish  16 

such  power .   And  I  sa id  weak because  i t ' s  a  s ign  17 

o f  weakness  to  w ish  to  avo id  the  work  tha t  comes  18 

w i th  p repar ing  to  p rove,  t h rough  ev idence a nd 19 

documenta t ion ,  t ha t  someone 's  job ,  a  p roper t y  20 

r i gh t ,  shou ld  be  taken  away f rom h im.   But  t he  21 

sys tem o f  due  p rocess  demands  no  less .   I t  t akes  22 

s t reng th  and  conv ic t ion  to  take  on  the  task  o f  23 

p rov ing  tha t  tak ing  away  someone 's  l i ve l iho od is  24 

j us t i f ied .  25 
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 Hav ing  the  so le  power  to  de te rmine  the  2 

fa te  o f  another  i s  a  power  so ugh t  because i t ' s  3 

the  easy  way  to  avo id  the  bur den  o f  p roo f .   Bu t  4 

such  easy  jus t i ce  is  mos t  o f ten  in jus t ice .   I t  5 

becomes so  easy  tha t  t he  ho lde r  o f  such pow er  6 

o f ten  exerc i ses  i t  s imp ly  because he  can .   We 7 

shou ld  no t  be  abou t  easy  j us t i ce .  8 

 We s t i l l  be l i eve  tha t  someone  is  i nnocen t  9 

un t i l  p roven ,  no t  judged ,  gu i l t y .  10 

 CLERK MULLER:    Your  th ree  m inutes  have 11 

exp i red ,  s i r .  12 

 MR.  LOIACANO:   The  con t rac tua l  p rocedures  13 

i n  p lace  a re  the re  to  be  used  any  t ime  a  po l i ce  14 

o f f i ce r  s t rays  f rom the  s t ra igh t  and  nar row .   The 15 

p ro tec t i ons  p rov ided  the  accused  a re  t ime te s ted .   16 

They  work .   I t ' s  j us t  no t  as  easy  as  s lammi ng 17 

down  the  hammer .   Bu t  then  t rue  jus t i ce  was  neve r  18 

mean t  to  be  easy ;  i t  was  mean t  to  be  fa i r  a nd 19 

impar t ia l .   And  what  you ' re  be ing  asked to  do  is  20 

to  make jus t i ce  pa r t ia l  and,  t he re fo re ,  un f a i r .   21 

Heaven  fo rb id  tha t  you  shou ld  do  such a  th i ng .  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Ford .  23 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Good a f te rnoon.   I  24 

thank  you ve ry  much,  Mr .  Lo iacano,  fo r  your  25 
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comments  on  th i s .   I t ' s  been  a  l ong day .   A nd I  2 

apo log ize  fo r  no t  say ing  you r  name r igh t .  3 

 I  do  have - -  t ha t  i s  a  concer n  o f  mine ,  4 

as  we l l ,  as  to  whe ther  o r  no t  by  g iv ing  the  5 

po l i ce  commiss ione r  back  the  au tho r i ty  t o  o versee 6 

the  d i sc ip l i ne  o f  the  po l i ce  fo rce ,  wou ld  i t  7 

s t i l l  be  cons ide red fa i r  o r  j us t?   Wou ld  he  have  8 

the  u tmost  cont ro l  t o  be  ab le  to  j us t  random ly  9 

f i re  a  po l i ce  o f f i ce r?   Wi th  tha t  in  end ,  I  wou ld  10 

reques t  tha t  the  po l i ce  commiss ioner  p lease  come 11 

up  and  p lease  s ta te  bas i ca l l y  what  wou ld  be  the  12 

p rocess  i f  you  a re  g iven  th i s  cont ro l  back ,  as  to  13 

how you wou ld  dea l  w i th  d i sc ip l i ne  w i th  the  14 

po l i ce  o f f i ce rs ,  espec ia l l y  t hose tha t  a re  fac ing  15 

te rm inat ion .  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Commiss ioner  Da le ,  17 

come on up .  18 

 COMMISSIONER DALE:    Thank  you .  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    He 's  up .   We lcome.   20 

N ice  to  see you ,  Mr .  Lo iacano ;  I  don ’ t  know  where  21 

you went .   22 

 Commiss ioner  Da le .  23 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Commiss ione r  Da le ,  can 24 

you p lease  exp la in ,  I  guess ,  t h i s  i s  a  conc ern .   25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  199  Full Legislature – 5-21-12 

In  the  pas t ,  I  guess ,  you know,  f rom,  I  gue ss ,  2 

you know,  ten  years  ago,  when  th is  Leg is la t u re  3 

vo ted  to  g ive  an  o f f i cer  t he  r igh t  t o  go  to  4 

a rb i t ra t ion  in  mat te rs  o f  d is c ip l i ne .   We ' re  now 5 

asked to  reve rse  tha t  and go  back  to  where  the  6 

po l i ce  commiss ione r  wou ld  have  the  power ,  a s  you  7 

have ,  I  guess ,  con t ro l  w i th  the  SOA as  we l l  as  8 

the  de tec t ive  members .   That  i s  my  concern  as  9 

we l l .   I t  seems  tha t  t he re  had  been pe rhaps  10 

favo r i t i sm o r  tha t  o f f i cers  were  he ld  11 

accoun tab le ,  more  accoun tab le  than  perhaps the i r  12 

super io r  o f f i ce rs .   Bas ica l l y ,  i f  an  o f f i ce r  i s  13 

faced w i th  te rm ina t ion  o r  in  cases  o f  eg reg ious  14 

cond i t ions ,  wha t  wou ld  be  the  process  and h ow can 15 

we  be assu red tha t  a  due  p roc ess  o f  law and  16 

fa i rness  wou ld  be  fo l l owed?  17 

 COMMISSIONER DALE:    Wel l ,  none o f  t he  18 

sys tems tha t  a re  i n  p lace  r i gh t  now are  go i ng  to  19 

change .   An o f f i ce r  i s  go ing  to  be  - -  f i r s t  an  20 

accusa t ion  i s  made  by  e i ther  a  c iv i l ian  or  a  21 

superv isor .   I n i t i a l l y ,  there ' s  some in i t ia l  22 

i nves t iga t ion .   Ge ts  ca l led  i n to  i n te rna l  23 

a f fa i r s .   The re ' s  an  i nves t i ga t i on  tha t  goe s  on .   24 

A f te r  the  inves t iga t ion  goes  on ,  i s  conc lud ed,  25 
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tha t  i nves t i ga t i on  i s  g i ven to  a  d isc ip l ina ry  2 

rev iew  board .   The  d isc ip l ina ry  rev iew  board  then 3 

has  the  power  to  l ook  a t  t ha t  case .   They  w ou ld  4 

f i le  i t .   They  cou ld  fo rward  i t  to  me or  th ey  5 

cou ld  g i ve  a  pena l ty ,  a  smal l  pena l t y  fo r  t ha t .   6 

Those cases  tha t  come to  me a re  - -  we ca l l  t hem 7 

210s .   A  new sys tem tha t ' s  i n  p lace ,  i s  cur ren t l y  8 

i n  p lace  fo r  eve ry  sergean t ,  l ieu tenan t ,  ca p ta in ,  9 

depu ty  i nspec to r ,  inspec to r ,  and  the  ch ie fs ,  and  10 

every  c i v i l i an  tha t  works  fo r  the  po l i ce  11 

depar tment ,  t ha t  sys tem is  s t i l l  i n  p lace ,  and  I  12 

have  the  au tho r i ty  t o  g i ve  d i sc ip l ine  a t  tha t  13 

po in t .   A t  t ha t  po in t  what  I  wou ld  do  is  the  14 

same.   I  wou ld  say  i f  I 'm go ing  to  g ive  mor e  than 15 

ten  days  fo r  a  pena l ty  fo r  t he  par t i cu la r  a c t i on .   16 

I f  I  say  I 'm  go ing  to  g i ve  more  than  ten  da ys ,  17 

the  in fo rmat ion  goes  to  the  o f f i ce r  and the n  the  18 

o f f i ce r  has  a  r i gh t  to  go  to  a rb i t ra t i on ;  19 

whereas ,  t he  se rgean t ,  t he  l i eu tenan t ,  t hey  don ' t  20 

have  tha t  r i gh t ,  j us t  the  members  o f  t he  PB A.   So 21 

no th ing  is  go ing  to  change  as  fa r  as  the  re s t  o f  22 

the  s t ruc ture  i s  concerned .  23 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Wha t  happens -  I  mean ,  24 

I  know tha t ,  you  know,  i f  you  have  an  o f f i ce r  - -  25 
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I  mean ,  I  don ' t  know i f  any  o f  t he  sergeant s  o r  2 

l i eu tenants  have  eve r  been  b rought  up  on  ch a rges  3 

where  they  have  been  f i r ed .   Wha t  i s  t he  4 

recourse?  Fo r  me,  I 'm  re luc tan t ,  in  a  way.   I  5 

don ' t  want  i t  so  tha t  a l l  o f  a  sudden you ' r e  6 

g i ven th is  power  and  then the  nex t  t h ing  I  k now 7 

a l l  these o f f i ce rs  a re  l os ing  the i r  jobs .   Not  8 

tha t  I  t h ink  tha t  you wou ld  do  tha t .   Bu t  i s  9 

there  any  fa i l - sa fe  mechan ism ?  Say  - -  I 'm go ing  10 

to  guess  tha t  an  o f f i cer  w i l l  a lways  have a  PBA 11 

a t  h is  o r  he r  s ide  dur ing  a l l  o f  t hese  hear ings  12 

and proceed ings .   Am I  cor rec t?  13 

 COMMISSIONER DALE:    Yes .   I f ,  under  the  14 

p rocedure  tha t  i s  the  same fo r  t he  sergeant s ,  15 

l i eu tenants ,  and  cap ta ins ,  i f  the  PBA wi l l  b e  in  16 

tha t  same process .   I f  t he re ' s  no  arb i t ra t i on ,  17 

the  o f f i ce rs  w i l l  be  t rea ted  the  same as  the  18 

se rgeants .   And  tha t  means  tha t  a t  t ha t  po i n t  the  19 

o f f i ce r  w i l l  have a  t r ia l ,  a  depar tmen t  t r i a l ,  20 

there  w i l l  be  a  t r ia l  commiss ioner  who  w i l l  hear  21 

the  case .   The o f f i cer  w i l l  have  a  l awyer .   He ' l l  22 

be  ab le  to  p resent  h is  w i tnes ses .   The  depar tmen t  23 

w i l l  be  ab le  to  p resen t  ou r  w i tnesses  to  th e  24 

t r ia l  commiss ioner .   The  t r i a l  commiss ioner  wou ld  25 
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then  make a  dec i s ion ,  whethe r  i t ' s  gu i l t y  o r  no t  2 

gu i l t y ,  and tha t  w i l l  be  fo rwarded  to  me .  3 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Okay .   And  then  wha t  4 

do  you  do  w i th  tha t  once  you  ge t  - -  once  th e  5 

t r ia l  - -  wha t  i f  t hey  f i nd  - -  i f  t hey  f i nd  a n  6 

o f f i ce r  no t  gu i l t y ,  can  you over tu rn  tha t  n o t  7 

gu i l t y  - -  l i ke ,  ve rd ic t?  8 

 SERGEANT SANTIAGO:    Good a f te rnoon,  9 

Leg is la to rs .   I 'm De tec t ive-S ergeant  San t iag o.   10 

I 'm the  t r ia l  commiss ioner .   I  was  a  comman d ing  11 

o f f i ce r  o f  t he  l ega l  bureau.   12 

 I f  t he  hear ing  o f f i cer  who  i s  go ing  to  be  13 

g i v ing  the  recommendat ion  to  the  commiss ione r  o f  14 

po l i ce  based  on  the  admin i s t ra t i ve  record ,  15 

de te rm ines  a  pe rson is  no t  gu i l t y ,  mos t  l i k e ly  16 

the  commiss ione r  wou ld  de fer  t o  the  op in ion .   Bu t  17 

you ' re  cor rec t ;  i t  i s  u l t ima te ly  h is  dec is i on  18 

whethe r  o r  no t  t o  impose  tha t  pena l t y .   Bu t  there  19 

a re  o the r  remed ies  under  s ta te  l aw ,  as  you k now,  20 

and one o f  t hem is  an  Ar t i c l e  78  p rocess .   So 21 

i t ' s  no t  t he  las t  say .   I t ' s  t he  l as t  22 

admin i s t ra t i ve l y .   Bu t  i n  te rms o f  p roper ty  23 

r i gh ts ,  you do  have recourse  i n  the  s ta te  c our ts  24 

and tha t  i s  unchanged.  25 
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 LEGISLATOR FORD:    So tha t  wou ld  mean 2 

tha t  i f  an  o f f i cer  was  found  gu i l t y  - -  now the  3 

po l i ce  commiss ione r  says  you ' re  gu i l t y  and y ou ' re  4 

go ing  to  ge t  40  days  suspens ion .  5 

 SERGEANT SANTIAGO:    Wha t  happens is  a  6 

f i nd  o f  gu i l t y  o r  no t  gu i l t y  and  a  recommen dat ion  7 

o f  pena l ty .   So  those are  two  issues  tha t  t he  8 

commiss ioner  w i l l  rev iew  based  on the  recor d .   9 

Under  s ta te  l aw  and s tandards  o f  due  p rocess ,  10 

admin i s t ra t i ve  due  p rocess ,  t he  commiss ione r  mus t  11 

l ook  a t  the  reco rd  and  base h i s  dec i s ion ,  i f  he ' s  12 

go ing  to  go  i n  the  oppos i te  d i rec t ion ,  base d  on 13 

the  reco rd .   Aga in ,  there ' s  a  second  look  a t  t h i s  14 

th rough the  cou r t  sys tem.  15 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    So an  o f f i cer  has  the  16 

r i gh t  to  go  above the  po l i ce  depar tmen t  to  17 

anothe r  cour t ,  an  ou ts ide  cou r t ,  a  c iv i l ian  18 

cour t ,  f o r  want  o f  a  be t te r  word .  19 

 SERGEANT SANTIAGO:   Cor rec t .   Yes ,  a  20 

c i v i l  cour t ,  sup reme cour t ,  an  A r t i c le  78 ,  21 

mean ing  p lease rev iew the  reco rd  upon wh ich  th is  22 

pun ishment  has  been g i ven to  me.   That 's  wh en you 23 

look  a t  the  reco rd ,  the  judge  w i l l ,  and mak e  sure  24 

tha t  due  p rocess  requ i rements  were  met  dur i ng  the  25 
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t r ia l ,  t he  admin is t ra t i ve  t r i a l ,  and  any  2 

admin i s t ra t i ve  p roceed ings .  3 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Now,  cons i der ing  the  4 

fac t  t ha t  i f  th i s  i s  passed,  we ' re  go ing  to  s ta r t  5 

bas i ca l l y  someth ing  new,  fo r  wan t  o f  be t te r  6 

te rm ino logy .   Cor rec t?   I  mean ,  fo r  the  o f f i ce rs ,  7 

no t  fo r  everyone  e lse .   So  how i s  i t  when y ou 8 

have  these  cour t s  o r  i f  you ' re  go ing  to  b r i n g  an  9 

o f f i ce r  up  on  d i sc ip l i na ry  cha rges ,  how do you  10 

work  ou t  t he  type o f ,  bas i ca l l y ,  pun ishment  o r  11 

f i nes  i f  an  o f f i ce r  - -  because  you  haven ' t  had  12 

th is  fo r  t he  pas t  ten  years .   What  a re  you go ing  13 

to  use  as  you r  benchmark?  14 

 SERGEANT SANTIAGO:    The re  i s  h i s to r ica l  15 

bas i s  admin i s t ra t i ve ly  because  these  hear in gs ,  16 

t rad i t iona l l y  depar tmenta l  hea r ings  have  be en 17 

he ld ,  p robab ly ,  I  wou ld  say  over  35  years .   So  18 

there  are  pun ishments  tha t  we re  g i ven ou t  ov er  19 

the  las t  t h ree  decades  tha t  one can rev iew.   You  20 

can a l so  l ook  a t  i t  in  t e rms o f  remedia l  e f f o r ts .   21 

What  t ype  o f  pun ishmen t  w i l l  he lp  the  depar tment  22 

a t  l a rge?  So  those are  d i sc re t i onary ,  so  y ou 23 

wou ld  have  to  de fe r  to  some t ype  o f  ins t i tu t iona l  24 

know ledge.   Even  though ou r  l abo r  a rb i t ra to rs  a re  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  205  Full Legislature – 5-21-12 

good  a rb i t ra to rs ,  they  l ack  i n  tha t  a rea .   I f  the  2 

commiss ioner  wou ld  fo rmu la te  a  pun ishmen t ,  o r  3 

l ook  a t  the  admin i s t ra t i ve  record ,  o r  look  a t  the  4 

po l i ce  o f f i ce r  i nd iv idua l l y ,  t hen he  o r  she  wou ld  5 

make  a  be t te r  de te rm inat ion  o f  wha t ' s  be t te r  f o r  6 

the  o f f i ce r ,  wha t ' s  bes t  f o r  t he  po l i ce  7 

depar tment ,  and  the  res idents  o f  Nassau.  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .   Thank  you .  9 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Thank  you  very  much .  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    James Carver .  11 

 MR.  CARVER:    Good  a f te rnoon  eve rybody .   12 

James Carver ,  P res iden t ,  PBA.  13 

 There ' s  been  a  l o t  o f  ta lk ,  obv ious l y ,  14 

abou t  th is  d i sc ip l ine .   Back  i n  2004 ,  we  we re  15 

awarded th is  in  an  a rb i t ra t i on  award  becaus e  16 

there  was b la tan t  un fa i rness  th roughou t  the  17 

ranks .   I  th ink  everybody knows the  who le  s to ry  18 

abou t  how back  i n  2007  i t  was  unan imous ly  19 

approved  by  th i s  l eg is la tu re .   I n  2008 ,  a f te r  the  20 

Admin i s t ra t i ve  Code was changed,  we nego t ia ted  21 

the  procedure  fo r  how d i sc ip l i ne  w i l l  be  de a l t  22 

w i th  w i th  PBA members .  23 

 Jus t  recen t l y  - -  we are  ve ry  re luc tan t  t o  24 

ta lk  about  cases  tha t  happen  in te rna l l y .   B u t  25 
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s ince  they 've  been  in  the  pap er  a l l  th is  t im e,  2 

we ' re  le f t  w i th  no  cho ice  bu t  to  do  the  mos t  3 

obv ious  compar i son .  4 

 We have a  deputy  commiss ione r  and a  ch ie f  5 

who are  ind i c ted ,  c r im ina l  cha rges ,  and the y  were  6 

a l low to  res ign  f rom the  po l i ce  depar tment ,  7 

rece ive  the i r  f u l l  t e rmina t io n  pay ,  and,  on  top  8 

o f  t ha t ,  t hey ' re  a l l owed  to  j o in  i n  on  a  9 

vo lun tary  separa t i on  i ncen t i ve .   So i t ' s  - -  10 

aga in ,  I  be l i eve  tha t  they  a re  i nnocen t  and  11 

tha t ' s  t he  way they  shou ld  be  t rea ted .   Yet ,  I  12 

have  a  po l i ce  o f f i ce r  tha t  has  been charged  w i th  13 

no  c r im ina l i t y  wha tsoever ,  wh o  i s  a l leged to  have 14 

had an  a f fa i r ,  and  he  is  a lso  innocent  un t i l  15 

p reven t  gu i l t y ,  ye t  h i s  te rm inat ion  pay  is  be ing  16 

uphe ld  and  we  have  to  go  to  cour t .   Th is  i s  the  17 

who le  c rux  o f  why we  got  b ind ing  a rb i t ra t io n  fo r  18 

d i sc ip l i ne  to  beg in  w i th .   I t  i s  no t  dea l t  f a i r l y  19 

th roughout  the  ranks .  20 

 We a re  no t  say ing  tha t  po l i ce  o f f i ce rs  21 

shou ldn ’ t  be  he ld  to  a  h ighe r  s tandard .   We  a l l  22 

be l i eve  we  shou ld  be  he ld  to  a  h ighe r  s tand ard ,  23 

and tha t ' s  t he  way  we fee l  about  i t .   An  24 

a rb i t ra to r  j us t  g i ves  tha t  t h i rd  par ty  to  ke ep  25 
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the  d i sc ip l i nes  in  l ine  th roughout  the  rank s .   2 

I 'm no t  say ing  our  guys  shou ldn ’ t  be  d isc ip l ined  3 

i f  t hey  do  someth ing  tha t  war ran ts  i t ,  bu t  i t  4 

shou ld  be  approp r ia te .   L i ke  I  sa id  be fo re ,  i t ' s  5 

j us t  l i ke  us  g i v ing  you the  t i cke t ,  tes t i f y i ng ,  6 

and then  de te rm in ing  wha t  the  f i na l  ou t take  is .  7 

 You jus t  hea rd  be fore ,  you  have a  t r ia l  8 

commiss ioner  tha t  de te rm ines  tha t  the  po l i c e  9 

o f f i ce r  i s  no t  gu i l t y ,  t he  commiss ione r  can  10 

over tu rn  tha t .   That 's  no t  f a i r .   Of  cou rse ,  11 

there  are  appea ls ,  bu t  t he  po l i ce  o f f i ce r  ha s  12 

been  out  o f  work  a l l  t ha t  t ime  and  i t  a f fec ts  h i s  13 

fami ly .  14 

 I  can ' t  - -  I  t h ink  the  ev idence is  15 

obv ious  tha t ,  j us t  l i ke  i t  was  back  in  2004 ,  back  16 

i n  2007 when  th i s  board  unan imous ly  approve d  i t ,  17 

tha t  you  shou ld  no t  change  th i s .   As  a  mat te r  o f  18 

fac t ,  you  shou ld  p robab ly  g i ve  i t  to  the  SO A and  19 

the  DAI  a l so ,  t he  same b ind ing  a rb i t ra t i on .   L ike  20 

you sa id ,  a t  leas t  i t  g i ves  a  th i rd  pa r t y  t he  21 

r i gh t  to  be  ab le  to  s i t  there  and rev iew wh a t  i s  22 

go ing  on  be fo re  the  u l t ima te  dec is ion  o f  f i r ing  23 

somebody .  24 

 I ' ve  go t ta  to  you what .   Our  conduct  i s  25 
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he ld  i n  such  h igh  rega rd  tha t  a rb i t ra to rs  a l so  2 

fee l  t he  same th ing .   They ' re  a l l  qua l i f ied  3 

a rb i t ra to rs .   They 've  been  do ing  th i s  fo r  a  4 

l i v i ng .   They  don ' t  lean  to  one s ide  o r  the  5 

o the r .   They ' re  neut ra l  a rb i t ra to rs .   Anybod y 6 

tha t ' s  been invo lved  in  the  bus iness  w i th  7 

a rb i t ra t ion  a l l  these years  unders tands  tha t ' s  8 

what  they  are  there  fo r ,  t o  be  i ndependent  9 

a rb i t ra to rs  and  dec ide  someth ing .   You  ta lk  abou t  10 

someone los ing  the i r  j ob  and  no t  l os ing  the i r  job  11 

and on ly  one  man  u l t imate l y  c an dec ide  tha t  and 12 

over tu rn  tha t  dec i s ion ,  to  me  tha t ' s  j us t  n o t  13 

fa i r .    14 

 That 's  where  we  s tand on  the  i ssue .  15 

 Any  ques t ions? 16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  go t  one .  17 

 MR.  CARVER:   Wha t ' s  tha t?  18 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I t  j us t  seems to  me,  19 

maybe you can address  i t .   I  don ' t  know.   I  know 20 

what  we d id  i n  2007,  and  now i t ' s  2012  and I  21 

know,  even  though I  don ' t  expec t  you  to  agr ee 22 

w i th  me because  as  a  un ion  p res ident  i t ' s  n o t  23 

your  func t ion  to  agree  w i th  me .   But  I  l ook  a t  24 

the  po l i ce  depar tmen t  r i gh t  now and I 'm ver y  25 
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d i sappo in ted .   I  don ' t  t h ink  the  d isc ip l ina ry  2 

p rocedures  o r  sys tems in  tha t  depar tment  a r e  3 

work ing .   I 'm  no t  say ing  i t ' s  your  fau l t .   I t ' s  4 

ce r ta in l y  no t  Da le 's  fau l t ;  he  hasn ' t  been here  5 

tha t  l ong.   I  don ' t  know whose  fau l t  i t  i s .   Bu t  6 

I  know i t ' s  no t  work ing .  7 

 I  am d isappo in ted  to  see  tha t  the  sys tem 8 

tha t ' s  i n  p lace  a l lowed you to  tu rn  around a t  the  9 

conc lus ion  o f  t ha t  d isgus t ing ,  d isgracefu l  J oanna 10 

B i rd  case,  and you  were  quoted  in  the  newsp aper  11 

as  say ing ,  and I 'm  paraphras ing  because the y ' re  12 

l ook ing  fo r  t he  exac t  quota t i on .   Bu t  you s a id  13 

someth ing  a long  the  l i ne ,  w i th  a l l  due  resp ec t  t o  14 

the  v i c t ims,  none o f  my members  d id  any th in g  15 

wrong.   And ye t  $7 .5  m i l l i on  wen t  ou t  the  d oor .   16 

And I  f i nd  tha t  to  be  - -  t he re 's  a  d is jo in t  17 

there .  18 

 MR.  CARVER:    I  w i l l  t e l l  you  what  the  19 

quote  is ,  I  r emember  i t .   The  quote  was non e  o f  20 

the  ac t i ons  tha t  my po l i ce  o f f i cers  took  d i rec t l y  21 

caused  her  death .   And  tha t ' s  the  fac ts .  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Then  why  d id  we send  23 

$7 .5  m i l l i on  ou t  t he  door  in  se t t l emen t  o f  t he  24 

case?  25 
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 MR.  CARVER:    Pe te r ,  t ha t ' s  an  i n te rna l  2 

i nves t iga t ion .  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I 'm no t  go ing  in to  4 

what  I  read in  the  i n te rna l  i nves t iga t ion .   I 'm 5 

go ing  in to  what ' s  a  pub l ic  documen t .   We se t t l ed  6 

the  case  fo r  7 .5  m i l l i on .  7 

 MR.  CARVER:    You 'd  have  to  ask  your  8 

coun ty  a t to rney  s ta f f .  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  unders tand .   But ,  I  10 

mean ,  you know.   The  sys tem tha t ' s  i n  p lace ,  i t ' s  11 

j us t  no t  work ing .   I  am no t  adve rse  to  rev i s i t ing  12 

someth ing  jus t  because  we d id  someth ing  in  2007 13 

o r  2009.   Th i s  who le  day  i s  abou t  rev i s i t ing  14 

th ings .   I 'm  no t  adverse  to  rev i s i t i ng  some th ing  15 

tha t ' s  no t  work ing .   I  go t  a  new commiss ion e r  16 

he re ,  wh ich  I  happen  to  f i nd  very  re f resh in g  i n  17 

th is  county ,  who  tu rns  a round ,  s tands  up ,  a nd 18 

says  I 'm  the  commiss ione r ,  i t ' s  my  job ,  I  w ant  to  19 

do  my job ,  g ive  me  the  au thor i ty  t o  do  my jo b ,  20 

and ho ld  me accoun tab le .   Sounds  p re t t y  goo d  to  21 

me .  22 

 MR.  CARVER:    I  th ink  we ' re  a l l  he ld  23 

accoun tab le ,  tha t ' s  the  bo t tom l ine ,  each a nd 24 

every  day ,  Pe te r .  25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  don ' t  t h ink  the  2 

fo rmer  commiss ione r  was he ld  accountab le .  3 

 MR.  CARVER:    That 's  no t  my job ,  t o  ho ld  4 

h im accoun tab le .  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I t  wasn ' t  m ine  6 

e i ther .   Bu t  I 'm  jus t  say ing .  7 

 MR.  CARVER:    And the  bo t tom l ine  is  a l l  8 

those th ings  were  nego t ia ted .   I 'm  no t  go in g  to  9 

ge t  in to  tha t  Joanna  B i rd  cas e .  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    The quota t ion  11 

d i rec t ly ,  so  tha t  there ' s  no  m isquot ing .   T he 12 

quota t ion  is ,  Carver  sa id  he  be l ieved the i r  13 

d i sc ip l i nes  were  too  tough .   "No th ing  they  d id ,  14 

w i th  a l l  t he  sens ib i l i t y  t o  the  v i c t im  and her  15 

fami ly ,  caused her  dea th . "    Maybe  they  d id .   16 

Maybe they  d idn ' t .   I  don ' t  know.   I  j us t  k now 17 

tha t  $7 .5  mi l l i on  went  ou t  t he  door .  18 

 MR.  CARVER:    I n  my op in ion  i t  was  no t .   19 

None  o f  the i r  ac t i ons  caused  her  dea th .   We  have  20 

a  d i sagreemen t  the re ,  Pe te r .   No t  enough  to  over  21 

change  a  l aw .  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Denenberg .  23 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    H i ,  Mr .  Carver .   24 

S ince  07 ,  when the  b ind ing  a rb i t ra t i on  was pu t  25 
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in ,  how many  cases  have gone  to  b ind ing  2 

a rb i t ra t ion?  3 

 MR.  CARVER:    Jus t  one  i s  cu r ren t l y  in  4 

b ind ing  arb i t ra t ion .  5 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Jus t  one?  6 

 MR.  CARVER:    Jus t  one .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  wha t  wou ld  you 8 

a t t r ibu te  to  - -  so  why  does  s o  few  go to  b in d ing  9 

a rb i t ra t ion  i f  i t  was  such  a  b ig  dea l  to  pu t  i t  10 

i n?  11 

 MR.  CARVER:    We l l ,  jus t  l i ke  p rev ious ly ,  12 

there  were  so  few tha t  wen t  to  t r i a l  becaus e  you  13 

don ' t  want  to  take  tha t  chance .   You  wan t  t o  14 

nego t ia te  a  f ine  w i th  the  commiss ioner .   An d  15 

we 've  ta lked  about  th i s  be fo re ,  where  some o f  16 

those f i nes  tha t  were  nego t ia ted  was  the  17 

res ignat ion  f rom the  po l i ce  depar tment  and f ines  18 

o f  cer ta in  pays .  19 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And tha t ' s  20 

happened  both  be fo re  and  a f te r  b ind ing  21 

a rb i t ra t ion  comes in?  22 

 MR.  CARVER:   Bo th  be fo re  and  a f te r .  Bu t  23 

what  we 've  seen  is  w i th  b ind ing  arb i t ra t ion  we 've  24 

been  more  fa i r l y  t rea ted  i n  the  d i sc ip l i ne  25 
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p rocess ,  excep t  fo r  jus t  rece n t l y  when  we ha d 2 

th is  i nc iden t  back  i n ,  you  know,  ear ly  i n  t he  3 

year ,  Februa ry /March ,  w i th  the  i nd ic ted  ch i e f  and 4 

depu ty  i nspec to r .  5 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   So pr io r  6 

to  07 ,  i f  a  d isc ip l i na ry  ac t i on  was taken b y  the  7 

commiss ioner ,  t he  o f f i ce rs  cou ld  then fo l low  by  8 

even tua l l y  go ing  to  cour t?  9 

 MR.  CARVER:    Go ing  to  a  depar tmen ta l  10 

t r ia l .  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .  12 

 MR.  CARVER:    A l so ,  the  las t  one  was  13 

p robab ly  back  i n  1995 or  1996 .  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  a  depar tmen ta l  15 

t r ia l ,  t he  l as t  one wou ld  be  95 /96 .   16 

 MR.  CARVER:    Somewhere  around  the re .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  the  l as t  11 ,  18 

12  yea rs ,  mos t  cases  were  se t t led .  19 

 MR.  CARVER:    Cor rec t .  20 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And s ince  07  a l l  21 

bu t  one have  been se t t led .  22 

 MR.  CARVER:    That 's  cor rec t .   The re  a re  23 

pend ing  cases  there ,  a  back log  tha t  the  24 

commiss ioner  i s  t r y ing  to  ge t  th rough r i gh t  now,  25 
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and we  w i l l  t a l k  w i th  h im abou t  tha t .  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I f  t h i s  i s  3 

repea led ,  do  you  have the  bene f i t  o f  Sec t io n  75  4 

under  S ta te  Law?   You cou ld  go  to  cour t  a t  s ome 5 

po in t .  6 

 MR.  CARVER:    Cor rec t .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    How o f ten  d id  8 

tha t  eve r  happen?  9 

 MR.  CARVER:    Twen ty  yea rs  ago ,  maybe,  10 

maybe even  a  l i t t l e  fu r the r  back .  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   I 'm  l i ke  12 

g rasp ing  here .   B ind ing  arb i t ra t ion  ha rd ly  i s  13 

ever  used.   The  depar tmenta l  t r i a l s  were  ha rd l y  14 

ever  used.   U l t ima te ly ,  i f  one  had  to  go  to  cour t  15 

be fo re  the  days  o f  b ind ing  a rb i t ra t i on ,  tha t  16 

ha rd ly  was  ever  the  case .   I t  seems l i ke  bo th  17 

s ides ,  i n  genera l ,  do  nego t ia te  se t t lements .  18 

 MR.  CARVER:    Cor rec t .   They  have been .   19 

What  we found  ou t  was tha t  a t  one t ime ,  whe n  you  20 

had the  depar tmenta l  t r i a l ,  t he  f i nes  were  h ighe r  21 

fo r  po l i ce  o f f i cers  than  those  o f  upper  ran ks .   22 

That 's  why  tha t  was awarded in  2004.   L i ke  I  23 

sa id ,  you shou ld  have a  recen t  examp le  o f  wh y i t  24 

shou ld  be  the re .   I t  shou ld  j us t  be  an  op t i on .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Thank  you.  2 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you ,  Mr .  3 

Carver .   I 'm  so r ry .   Somebody ' s  go t  a  ques t i on .   4 

Leg is la to r  Scanne l l .  5 

 LEGISLATOR SCANNELL:    So  you r  tes t imony  6 

i s ,  Mr .  Carver ,  tha t  wha t  we need he re  i s  so me 7 

th i rd -pa r t y  rev iew .  8 

 MR.  CARVER:    Abso lu te ly .   Tha t ' s  the  9 

on ly  th ing  we ' re  ask ing .  10 

 LEGISLATOR SCANNELL:    Cou ld  you  expand 11 

on  tha t?   Wha t  do  you mean  by  tha t?  12 

 MR.  CARVER:    The ra re  cases  where  an  13 

ag reemen t  can ' t  be  made w i th  the  d isc ip l ine  tha t  14 

the  th i rd  pa r ty  wou ld  be  ab le  to  dec ide  on  to  see 15 

i f  i t  was  too  ha rsh .  16 

 LEGISLATOR SCANNELL:    So  a  th i rd  pa r t y .  17 

 MR.  CARVER:    An  independent  th i rd -par ty  18 

a rb i t ra to r  who i s  qua l i f ied  i n  mak ing  these  19 

dec i s ions .  20 

 LEGISLATOR SCANNELL:    As  opposed to  a  21 

b rand new commiss ioner  who  jus t  made  e igh t  22 

p rec inc ts  down to  four ,  the  b igges t  change in  23 

pub l ic  sa fe ty  i n  the  h is to ry  o f  Nassau  Coun ty .   24 

You d idn ' t  ag ree  w i th  tha t  p lan?  25 
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 MR.  CARVER:    That  wou ld  be  co r rec t .  2 

 LEGISLATOR SCANNELL:    Thank you .  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .   Thank  you ,  Mr .  4 

Carver .  5 

 R ichard  Kozowsk i .  6 

 MR.  HESSEL:    Excuse  me.   Pe te r?  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Yes .    8 

 MR.  HOESL:    I  ha te  to  i n te r rup t .   We 9 

d idn ' t  have a  s l ip  i n .   Wou ld  you mind  i f  m e  and  10 

G len  spoke?  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    R igh t  a f t e r  R ichard  12 

Kozowsk i .   Then  I 'm go ing  to  ca l l  John  Jaro nczyk .   13 

They  had  s l i ps  i n .   Then  we 'd  be  happy  to  h ave  14 

you.   15 

 D id  R ichard  Kozowks i  l eave?  16 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   17 

 John  Jaronczyk .  18 

 B r ian  Hoes l ,  come on  back  up .  19 

 MR.  HOESL:    Thank  you ,  Pe te r .   Br ian  20 

Hoes l .   I 'm rep resen t ing  the  Super io r  Of f i c e rs  21 

Assoc ia t ion ,  F i r s t  V ice  Pres iden t .   I  apo lo g ize  22 

fo r  no t  hav ing  a  s l i p  in .   We  weren ' t  qu i te  su re  23 

whethe r  th is  was  go ing  to  be  ca l led  today  o r  no t .   24 

Bu t  I  jus t  wanted to  g ive  you  ou r  pe rspec t i v e ,  25 
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f rom the  superv i so r ' s  s tandpo in t ,  abou t  th i s  2 

pa r t i cu la r  case .  3 

 Back  i n  04 ,  when  we were  a l l  negot ia t i ng  4 

ou r  cont rac ts ,  we d id  a l so  have tha t  p rov is ion  5 

pu t  in  our  cont rac t .   And the  reason  be ing ,  fo r  6 

the  Super io r  Of f i cers  - -  and  I  know where  J i mmy 7 

made  the  po in t  t ha t  somet imes  Super io r  O f f i cers  8 

have  a  d i f fe ren t  s tandard  when  they  go  th ro ugh  9 

d i sc ip l i na ry  p roceed ings .   Tha t  may be  the  case 10 

in  cer ta in  ranks ,  bu t  ce r ta in l y  f i rs t  and s econd  11 

l i ne  superv i sors  a re  he ld  accoun tab le  and,  i n  12 

many  cases ,  even  more  ha rsh l y  than  the  po l i ce  13 

o f f i ce rs  they  superv ise .   The re ' s  a  ce r ta in  log i c  14 

to  tha t ,  and  I 'm  not  here  to  a rgue  tha t .   T he 15 

fac t  o f  the  mat te r  i s  tha t  we  d id  have  i t  p u t  in  16 

ou r  cont rac t .    17 

 When  th i s  boa rd  f i rs t  go t  the  18 

l eg i s la t ion ,  the  DAI  and  the  SOA were  or ig i na l l y  19 

go ing  to  be  i nc luded ,  bu t  a t  t he  l as t  minu t e  we 20 

were  pu l led  ou t .   We  were  supposed  to  go  on  ou r  21 

own and present  th is  to  the  board .   There  w as a  22 

l o t  o f  d iscuss ion  in  our  un ion  because  some  o f  23 

ou r  members  fe l t  t hey  d idn ' t  even want  th is  24 

p rov is ion  because pu t t ing  you r  case in  the  h ands  25 
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o f  a  th i rd -par t y ,  somebody  wh o  has  no  exper i ence  2 

w i th  po l i ce  work ,  cou ld  be  a  sca ry  th ing .   Many 3 

t imes tha t  dec i s ion  is  go ing  to  be  worse  wh en a  4 

pe rson  has  no  background  a t  a l l  in  l aw  5 

en fo rcemen t  and  doesn ’ t  know wha t  a  po l i ce  6 

o f f i ce r  does  day  to  day  and why he  m ight  ha ve 7 

taken the  ac t ions  tha t  he  d id  take .   So,  fo r  t ha t  8 

reason ,  I  guess  we  d idn ' t  rea l l y  make a  b ig  push  9 

over  the  l as t  f i ve  yea rs  to  have  i t  inc lude d .  10 

 Bu t  the  bo t tom l ine  on  th i s  th ing  is  I  11 

rea l l y  f ee l  tha t  we ' re  reac t i ng  to  negat ive  12 

pub l ic i t y  about  the  po l i ce  depar tmen t  over  the  13 

l as t  yea r .   We 've  had,  obv ious ly ,  a  lo t  o f  h igh  14 

p ro f i l e  cases .   Chang ing  th i s  law is  no t  go ing  to  15 

change  wha t  happened  in  those  cases .   The f ac t  o f  16 

the  ma t te r  i s  t he  on ly  th ing  tha t  he lps  w i th  17 

i ssues  l i ke  tha t  i s  be t te r  superv i s ion .  18 

 Th is  comes  down to ,  in  my own  op in ion ,  a  19 

po l i ce  depar tmen t  tha t  wen t  f rom 4 ,000  po l i ce  20 

o f f i ce rs  and  ove r  500 superv i sors  down  to  a  2200  21 

man po l i ce  depar tmen t  w i th  j us t  ba re ly  over  300 22 

superv isors .   Th is  i s  a  dange rous  s i tua t ion  you 23 

a re  pu t t ing  us  i n .   Th is  i s  rea l l y  t he  c rux  o f  24 

the  ma t te r .   Peop le  a lways  need superv is ion  ou t  25 
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there ,  and  I  th ink  eve ry  o f f i cer  wan ts  i t  a nd the  2 

depar tment  needs  i t .  3 

 So tha t  be ing  sa id ,  go ing  back  to  th is  4 

l aw.   You have to  remember  one  th ing .   A l l  you  5 

seem to  be  do ing  now i s  reac t i ng  to  Newsday ' s  6 

cove rage  o f  a l l  these cases .   The fac t  o f  t he  7 

ma t te r  i s  tha t  on l y  one o f  t hem has  even  go ne to  8 

a rb i t ra t ion  ove r  the  pas t  f i ve  yea rs .   I t ' s  9 

rea l l y  no t  go ing  to  change  the  d isc ip l inary  10 

p rocess .   The  on ly  th ing  I  can  say  o ther  th an 11 

tha t  i s  what  you ' re  go ing  to  rea l l y  accompl i sh  12 

w i th  th i s  i s  you ' re  ac tua l l y  chang ing  the i r  13 

co l l ec t i ve  ba rga in ing  ag reemen t .   So  a l l  yo u ' re  14 

go ing  to  w ind  up  w i th  i s  a  l o t  o f  l i t i ga t io n .   15 

You ' re  go ing  to  go  th rough  the  cou r t s .   The  PBA,  16 

as  I  wou ld  fu l l y  expec t  them to  do ,  i s  go ing  to  17 

cha l lenge them in  cour ts .   A l l  you ' re  go ing  to  do  18 

i s  run  up  a  l o t  o f  l ega l  b i l l s  f o r  someth in g  tha t  19 

I 'm su re  tha t  can be  cor rec ted .   And  I 'm  su re  20 

tha t  t he  po l i ce  commiss ioner  can  s i t  w i th  th e  21 

un ions  and  come to  reasonab le  conc lus ions  o n  some 22 

o f  t hese  h igh  p ro f i l e  cases .  23 

 That  be ing  sa id ,  I  t h ink  you  rea l l y  ough t  24 

to  recons ide r  th is  be fore  you  vo te  to  chang e  a  25 
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law tha t  you  a l l  unan imous ly  passed,  and  re a l l y  2 

has  proved  to  no t  work  ove r  t he  las t  f i ve  ye ars .  3 

 MR.  CICCONE:    Good a f te rnoon .   I 'm Glenn 4 

C iccone.   I 'm  Pres iden t  o f  t he  Detec t i ves  5 

Assoc ia t ion .  6 

 B r ian  touched  upon  a  few  th ings .   One o f  7 

the  th ings  tha t  I  w i l l  agree  w i th  was the  b ind ing  8 

a rb i t ra t ion .   The PBA rece ived  th i s  award  ye ars  9 

ago long  be fo re  I  was  ever  i nvo l ved in  i t ,  and  10 

i t ' s  a  b ind ing  a rb i t ra t i on  award .   They  rece ived  11 

i t  and  now the  county  execut i ve  is  ask ing  fo r  12 

l eg i s la t ion  to  supersede  ano ther  con t rac tua l  13 

award .   Pu t t i ng  tha t  as ide .   Tha t ' s  an  impo r tan t  14 

i ssue tha t  each  o f  you  shou ld  cons ider .  15 

 Second  th ing  is  when  we ta lk  about  g iv ing  16 

a  po l i ce  commiss ione r  de f i n i t i ve  powers  ove r  the  17 

po l i ce  depar tmen t .   Commiss ioner  Da le  is  an  18 

honorab le  man .   He  comes  here  w i th  a  g rea t  19 

repu ta t i on .   Bu t  you ' re  no t  g i v ing  Commiss i one r  20 

Da le  th i s  un fe t te red  ab i l i t y .   You ' re  g i v ing  the  21 

commiss ioner  o f  po l i ce  these  powers .  22 

 Now,  the  way  the  sys tem is  now i t  goes  23 

th rough in te rna l  a f fa i rs .   I  know Commiss io ner  24 

Da le  exp la ined i t .   I t  goes  th rough IEU fo r  25 
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inves t iga t ions .   I t  goes  up  the  ladder .   Bu t  2 

remember  one  th ing .   The  ladder  a l l  ends  up  w i th  3 

the  commiss ione r  o f  po l i ce ,  and tha t ' s  t he  f ina l  4 

word  on  every th ing .  5 

 Now,  the  DAI  does  no t  have  th i s  bene f i t .  6 

When  you ' re  dea l ing  w i th  th i s  and when  we ' r e  7 

ta lk ing  abou t  g i v ing  the  powers  up ,  I  wo rke d  in  8 

the  lega l  bu reau  fo r  e igh t  ye a rs .   I  worked  on  9 

those hear ings  tha t  we  had  tha t  a re  under  t he  10 

po l i ce  commiss ione r ' s  powers .   I f  you  g i ve  t h i s  11 

power  to  the  po l i ce  commiss ioner ,  what 's  go ing  to  12 

happen  i s  an  Ar t i c le  78  proceed ing .   Becaus e  13 

anybody tha t ' s  go ing  to  lose  the i r  j ob ,  the  14 

un ions  a re  go ing  to  go  and  they ' re  go ing  to  15 

appea l  i t .   As  Sergean t  Sant i ago  exp la ined t o  16 

you,  i t  w i l l  be  an  A r t i c le  78 .   So  you ' re  a dd ing  17 

more  l i t iga t i on  and more  expenses.   So  any  o f  the  18 

a t to rneys  up  on  the  da is  here ,  you ' l l  know the  19 

movement  i s  t o  go  fo rward  w i th  a rb i t ra t i on  as  20 

opposed to  t r ia l s .   R igh t  now,  w i th  th is  aw ard  21 

tha t  t hey  have,  we ' re  e l im ina t ing  tha t  who l e  22 

o the r  s tep .   We ' re  wa i t i ng  fo r  t he  commiss i one r  23 

to  g ive  the  f ina l  word ,  then  go  in to  an  Ar t i c l e  24 

78  p roceed ing ,  whereas  once the  board  vo tes  on  25 
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recommenda t ion ,  tha t  w i l l  go  to  an  i ndepend ent  2 

a rb i t ra to r  wh ich  w i l l  g i ve  eve ry  member  o f  t he  3 

po l i ce  depar tmen t  due process ,  and  tha t ' s  w hat  4 

every  member  o f  the  po l i ce  depar tmen t  deser ves .  5 

 Thank you.  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  7 

 Leg is la to r  Denenberg .  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Ve ry  qu ick  9 

ques t i on .   Even  though  you r  respec t i ve  un io ns  10 

don ' t  have  the  b ind ing  a rb i t ra t i on ,  i f  I 'm 11 

hear ing  you r igh t  you ' re  say ing  two th ings ;  12 

reopen ing  a  con t rac t  and  a  p rov i s ion  tha t  w e  a l l  13 

vo ted  unan imous ly  on  i s  a lmos t  cer ta in ,  no t  fo r  14 

your  un ion ,  bu t  fo r  anothe r  un ion .  15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    That 's  i ncor rec t ,  Mr .  16 

Denenberg .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Wh ich  pa r t ' s  18 

i nco r rec t?  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    There  is  no  vo te  here  20 

to  reopen a  con t rac t .   The re ' s  a  vo te  he re  to  21 

repea l  and  to  amend the  Admin i s t ra t i ve  Code .   I t  22 

has  no th ing  to  do  w i th  the  con t rac t .  23 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I f  I  can  f in ish  24 

my  ques t ion .   What  you ' re  say ing  i s  th is  co u ld  25 
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lead  to  more  l i t iga t ion  in  two  respec ts ,  f r om the  2 

un ion  i t se l f  because  o f  repea l ing  th is  par t  o f  3 

the  Code  and  repea l i ng  the  b ind ing  a rb i t ra t i on ,  4 

number  one ,  and ,  number  two,  the  p rocess  i t se l f ,  5 

the  d i sc ip l i nary  p rocess  i t se l f  as  opposed to  6 

f i n i sh ing  w i th  the  commiss ione r  and then  b i nd ing  7 

a rb i t ra t ion  where  you cou ldn ' t  t hen go  to  co ur t  8 

on  tha t .   You  go  back  to  a  p rocess  where  9 

u l t ima te ly  there  cou ld  be  more  l i t iga t ion  i f  10 

there  is  d isagreemen t  be tween  the  pa r t y ,  be cause  11 

there  wou ld  be  a  depar tmen ta l  hear ing  and t hen  12 

u l t ima te ly  th rough  Ar t i c le  75  a  jud i c ia l  13 

p roceed ing .  14 

 MR.  CICCONE:    Tha t ' s  ac tua l l y  A r t i c le  15 

78 .   Abso lu te ly ,  i t  w i l l  be  appea led .   Anyb ody  16 

tha t ' s  l os ing  the i r  job ,  t hey ' re  go ing  to  a ppea l  17 

tha t .   So  in  eve ry  s i t ua t i on ,  I  can ' t  fo res ee - -  18 

i f  you 've  go t ten  to  tha t  po in t  where  you  wo u ldn ' t  19 

have  an  Ar t i c le  78  p roceed ing .   You wou ld  h ave  20 

more  l i t iga t i on  and more  cos t .  21 

 MR.  HOESL:    I  don ' t  know i f  you ' re  a l l  22 

fami l i a r  w i th  the  background ,  why we ' re  eve n  here  23 

speak ing  abou t  th i s .   Pr io r  t o ,  I  be l i eve  i t  was  24 

2008 ,  when  the  Cour t  o f  Appea ls  s t ruck  down  25 
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ce r ta in  p rov i s ions  o f  d i sc ip l i na ry  a rb i t ra t i on  i n  2 

cont rac ts  because o f  p rov i s ions  in  the  Ta i l o r  3 

Law,  up  t i l l  tha t  t ime  many depar tments  a l r eady  4 

had d i sc ip l i nary  fo r  a rb i t ra t i on  i n  the i r  5 

cont rac ts .   The  on ly  reason why they  were  f o rced ,  6 

the  PBA,  us ,  and  the  de tec t i ves  were  fo rced  to  7 

come to  you peop le  w i th  th is  p rob lem i s  beca use 8 

o f  t ha t  Cour t  o f  Appea ls  dec i s ion  wh ich  mad e  9 

ce r ta in  depar tments ,  l i ke  New York  C i t y  and  10 

Nassau  County ,  depar tmen ts  tha t  were  fo rmed  I  11 

be l i eve  be fo re  1960,  was  the  da te .   I f  t hey  d id  12 

no t  have  a  p rov i s ion  i n  the i r  coun ty  cha r te r ,  the  13 

c i ty  cha r te r ,  whatever  i t  was ,  t ha t  a l lowed  the  14 

po l i ce  commiss ione r  fu l l  d isc re t iona ry  15 

d i sc ip l i na ry  powers  over  the  po l i ce  depar tm ent ,  16 

you cou ld  have th i s  b ind ing  a rb i t ra t ion  fo r  17 

d i sc ip l i ne .   Bu t  mos t  depar tments  a l ready  h ad 18 

tha t  p rov i s ion  i n  there .   Tha t 's  wha t  made us  19 

have  to  come to  you peop le  to  change  the  la w .  20 

 Now tha t  you ' ve  changed the  l aw,  you 've  21 

upse t  the  who le  app le  ca r t  he re  as  fa r  as  22 

d i sc ip l i ne  goes .   And what 's  go ing  to  happe n  now 23 

- -  and  I 'm  not  speak ing  fo r  t he  PBA.   Bu t  i f  i t  24 

was ou r  un ion ,  cer ta in ly  wha t  we  wou ld  do  i s  now 25 
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go  to  cour t  and  say  we ' re  s t i l l  cove red by  the  2 

p rov is ions  o f  ou r  cont rac t  t ha t  we  made w i t h  you ,  3 

and tha t  by  you  chang ing  the  l aw  you ' re  jus t  4 

t r y ing  to  ove r tu rn  a  p rov i s ion  o f  ou r  co l le c t i ve  5 

ba rga in ing  ag reement ,  wh ich  i s ,  I 'm su re ,  t he  6 

case  o f  what  the  l awyers  a re  go ing  to  do .   Tha t ' s  7 

what  I  wou ld  do .  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    That ' s  wha t  I  9 

unders tood .  10 

 MR.  HOESL:   A l l  th is  i s  go ing  to  do  is  11 

l ead  to  more  l i t iga t ion ,  more  cos t  f o r  t he  12 

coun ty .   The  bo t tom l i ne  i s  t ha t  t h i s  p rov i s ion  13 

has  been  in  p lace  fo r  f i ve  yea rs .   I f  there  were  14 

20  cases  tha t  went  to  a rb i t ra t ion  and 19  o f  them 15 

resu l ted  i n  the  po l i ce  o f f i ce r  ge t t i ng  a  mo re  16 

favo rab le  dec is ion  than you though t  he  was 17 

supposed  to  ge t ,  I  cou ld  fu l l y  unders tand yo u 18 

tak ing  th i s  measure .   Bu t ,  t he  fac t  o f  t he  mat te r  19 

i s  t ha t  on ly  one  case has  eve r  gone there  a nd 20 

i t ' s  no t  even  comp le te .   And  the  reason tha t  21 

a rb i t ra t ions  or  d i sc ip l i nes  have  been he ld  up  fo r  22 

the  las t  f i ve  years  i s  no th ing  because  o f  a  23 

fa i l u re  o f  t he  d isc ip l inary  p rocess .   I t ' s  24 

fa i l u re  o f  peop le  no t  hav ing  the  superv i sor s .   25 
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S ince Commiss ioner  McGwigg in  re t i red ,  nobod y  has  2 

rea l l y  t aken  ove r  tha t  spo t  f u l l  t ime.   The re ' s  3 

too  much  o f  a  work load .   The re 's  too  much o f  a  4 

back load  on  eve ry th ing  e lse ,  and  they  don ' t  have  5 

the  peop le  to  do  i t  anymore .    6 

 Th is  i s  ac tua l l y ,  as  G lenn  sa id  and he  7 

made  a  very  good  po in t .   Th i s  i s  a  be t te r  8 

so lu t i on  fo r  eve rybody ,  b ind ing  arb i t ra t ion ,  9 

because you know wha t?   They  go  to  b ind ing  10 

a rb i t ra t ion .   I f  t ha t ' s  the  way the  o f f i cer  11 

chooses ,  t o  take  a  chance w i th  b ind ing  12 

a rb i t ra t ion ,  i t ' s  over  and  done w i th .   No l ong -13 

te rm l i t iga t i on  w i th  A r t i c le  78s .   You ' re  n o t  in  14 

cour t  fo r  f i ve  yea rs  and  spend ing  a  fo r tune  on  15 

lawyer 's  fees .   So ,  to  me,  i t ' s  a  bene f i t  t o  the  16 

coun ty .   And ,  l i ke  I  say  i n  ou r  un ion ,  t her e  were  17 

many  members  tha t  sa id  I  wou l dn ’ t  even  go  be fo re  18 

an  a rb i t ra to r ,  I 'd  t ake  my  chances  w i th  19 

commiss ioner .  20 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    The commiss ioner  21 

tha t  you  men t ioned  was  jus t  one o f  t he  22 

superv isors  and  a  ro le  tha t  we  don ' t  have a ny  23 

more ,  wh ich  p lays  in to  wha t  you were  say ing  abou t  24 

the  lack  o f  superv is ion .  25 
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 MR.  HOESL:    The  f i r s t  deputy  2 

commiss ioner  who  hand led  mos t  o f  t he  - -  3 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    R igh t .  4 

 MR.  HOESL:    Bu t  now,  un fo r tunate l y ,  our  5 

f i rs t  depu ty  commiss ione r  has  so  much on  h i s  6 

p la te ,  I  don ' t  t h ink  he  can hand le  a l l  t ha t  7 

s tu f f .   There 's  no  secondary  commiss ione r  8 

anymore .  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    That  wou ld  be  a  10 

de te rm inat ion  tha t  t he  commiss ione r  wou ld  h ave  to  11 

make .  12 

 Okay .   Thank  you  very  much .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Thank s .  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I 'm go ing  to  ca l l  the  15 

ques t ion .   We ' re  go ing  to  ca l l  t he  ques t ion .   16 

We ' re  go ing  to  move fo rward .  17 

 I 'm go ing  to  ca l l  the  ques t ion .   A l l  18 

those in  favo r  o f  th is  p roposed loca l  law s ay  19 

aye.  20 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Denn is  Dunne  21 

vo tes  aye.  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    We ' re  vo t i ng  on  the  23 

l oca l  law now.  24 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  the  proposed  loca l  25 
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law s ign i f y  by  say ing  aye.  2 

 (Aye . )  3 

 Any  opposed?  4 

 (Nay . )  5 

 Who sa id  nay?   Okay.   We 've  go t  So lages ,  6 

DeRigg i -Wh i t ton ,  T ro iano ,  Scanne l l ,  and 7 

Denenberg .    8 

 We have 14  in  favo r  and f i ve  opposed .   9 

The i t em passes .  10 

 Good  luck ,  Commiss ione r .  11 

 Okay .   The  nex t  i t em i s  a  hea r ing  on  a  12 

l oca l  law to  amend  T i t le  72  o f  t he  M isce l la neous  13 

Laws  o f  Nassau County  en t i t l ed  Veh ic le  Loan  14 

L iab i l i t y  fo r  Fa i l u re  o f  an  Opera tor  t o  Comp ly  15 

w i th  T ra f f i c  Con t ro l  I nd ica t i ons .   Tha t ' s  w hat  16 

we 've  been  d i scuss ing  most  o f  the  day ,  t he  red  17 

l i gh t  camera  fund.  18 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  19 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  have  a  mot ion  by  21 

Leg is la to r  Gonsa lves  to  open the  hear ing ,  22 

seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  23 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  open ing  the  hear ing  24 

p lease  say  aye.  25 
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 (Aye . )  2 

 Opposed?  3 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   4 

 The hear ing  i s  opened.  5 

 A l l  o f  t he  tes t imony  tha t  we  heard  a t  the  6 

pub l ic  comment  re la t ing  to  th i s  i ssue w i l l  b e  7 

pa r t  o f  the  reco rd .  8 

 (Whereupon ,  the  fo l l ow ing  is  t he  9 

tes t imony g i ven  w i th  regard  to  the  hear ing  on  a  10 

l oca l  law to  amend  T i t le  72  o f  t he  M isce l la neous  11 

Laws  o f  Nassau County  en t i t l ed  Veh ic le  Loan  12 

L iab i l i t y  fo r  Fa i l u re  o f  an  Opera tor  t o  Com p ly  13 

w i th  T ra f f i c  Con t ro l  I nd ica t i ons . )  14 

 Ted Levy .  15 

 MR.  LEVY:    Good  morn ing .   I 'm  Ted  Levy ,  16 

Execut ive  D i rec tor  o f  Freepor t  P r ide ,  a  non -17 

p ro f i t  t ha t  rece ives  subs tance  abuse  and  yo u th  18 

se rv ices  fund ing  f rom Nassau  County .   I 'm h e re  to  19 

speak aga ins t  t he  proposed  rev is ions  o f  the  Red 20 

L igh t  Camera  Law and  any  fund ing  reduc t i ons  to  21 

the  Of f i ce  o f  Youth  Serv ices  and  the  Depar t men t  22 

o f  Behav io ra l  Hea l th .   I 'm  go ing  to  share  w i th  23 

you why the  p roposed  ac t ions  a re  wrong  and why  24 

they  a re  unnecessary .   Here  a re  the  reasons  25 
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they ' re  wrong.  2 

 The rev i s ions  o f  t he  Red  L igh t  Camera  Law 3 

wou ld  be  a  b reach o f  f a i th  and ,  in  my op in i on ,  4 

wou ld  represent  a  lack  o f  in tegr i t y  in  coun ty  5 

gove rnment ;  here 's  why .   S ta te  au tho r i ty  to  6 

es tab l i sh  the  red  l i gh t  camera  p rogram was 7 

reques ted  based  on  the  revenu es be ing  t i ed  t o  the  8 

fund ing  o f  coun ty  youth  prog rams .   Now tha t  the  9 

au thor iza t ion  i s  i n  p lace ,  i t  wou ld  be  10 

d i s ingenuous  fo r  t he  county  to  use  the  fund s  fo r  11 

o the r  pu rposes .    12 

 Every  t ime  we  have  po in ted  ou t  t ha t  the  13 

Red L igh t  Camera  Law p ro tec ts  coun ty  you th  14 

p rog rams ,  we  were  g i ven excuses .   F i rs t  we were  15 

to ld  the  l aw  a l so  cove rs  the  Depar tmen t  o f  Soc ia l  16 

Serv ices ;  the re fore ,  t he re  were  insu f f i c ien t  17 

revenues .   Th is ,  desp i te  the  c lear  l anguage  o f  18 

the  law s ta t i ng  o the rw ise .   Then  we were  to ld  19 

tha t  t he  fund  had to  cover  th e  en t i re  budge t  o f  20 

the  des ignated  depar tmen ts ,  desp i te  the  lan guage  21 

o f  t he  l aw  l im i t ing  inc lus ion  to  on l y  the  c os t  o f  22 

cont rac t  agenc ies .   Then  we were  to ld  tha t  t he  23 

fund  had  to  cove r  the  gross  cont rac t  cos t  w hen  24 

the  s ta te  was  ac tua l l y  a l ready  pay ing  fo r  ov er  25 
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ha l f  t hese  cos ts ;  th is ,  desp i te  the  fac t  th a t  2 

such  doub le  b i l l i ng  wou ld  be  c lear ly  wrong and  3 

un lawfu l .   Then ,  a f te r  we had  debunked  a l l  o f  4 

tha t ,  and as  ea r ly  as  las t  yea r  we  were  to l d ,  5 

we l l ,  we  cou ld  a lways  revoke  the  l aw .  6 

 When  the  fund  was es tab l i shed ,  Nassau 7 

Coun ty  made a  commi tment  to  coun ty  you th  8 

p rog rams .   And be  reminded ,  a l l  o f  you  who were  9 

on  the  l eg is la tu re  i n  2009  vo ted  to  approve  the  10 

red  l i gh t  camera  ru le .  11 

 The d i c t iona ry  de f ines  a  pawn  as  somebody 12 

o r  someth ing  tha t  i s  be ing  used fo r  the  adva ntage 13 

o f  ano ther  pe rson or  o rgan iza t ion ,  somebody  who 14 

i s  he ld  as  secu r i t y  usua l l y  as  a  hos tage .   The  15 

fund ing  o f  youth  p rograms has ,  yea r  a f te r  y ear ,  16 

been  a  pawn in  county  po l i t i cs .   The  county  sa id  17 

we  needed the  red  l i gh t  camera  p rogram to  f und  18 

coun ty  you th  programs.   Now tha t  t he  county  has  19 

the  revenues  assoc ia ted  w i th  th i s  in i t ia t i v e ,  20 

we ' re  no  l onger  needed  and  ou r  e l im ina t i on  has  21 

been  p roposed .   And today  ou r  p rog rams  and those  22 

we  serve  a re  be ing  used as  pawns  in  a  new 23 

po l i t i ca l  feud.  24 

 Now the  reasons  the  proposed ac t ion  is  25 
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unnecessary .  2 

 Over  the  l as t  week  we have  been to ld  3 

repeated ly  we  don ' t  want  to  resc ind  the  red  l i gh t  4 

camera  l aw  o r  rev i se  i t ;  we don ' t  want  to  5 

e l im ina te  you r  p rograms bu t  we  have no  cho i ce .   I  6 

have  good news.   We have  deve loped  a  p lan  th a t  7 

makes the  proposed  ac t ion  unnecessary .  8 

 The Of f i ce  o f  Management  and  Budge t ,  l as t  9 

month ,  p ro jec ted  red  l igh t  camera  income,  a s  the  10 

end o f  t h i s  mon th ,  a t  over  $10 .5  m i l l i on .   Th i s  11 

p ro jec ts  a  ne t  revenue  o f  ove r  $7  mi l l ion .   The 12 

red  l i gh t  camera  fund ended 2011  w i th  a  surp lus  13 

i n  excess  o f  $6  mi l l ion .   Th i s  to ta l  o f  ove r  14 

$13.6  mi l l ion  exceeds the  $8 .5  m i l l i on  nece ssa ry  15 

to  fund the  con t rac ts  o f  t he  des igna ted  16 

depar tments .  17 

 CLERK MULLER:    Your  th ree  m inutes  have 18 

exp i red .  19 

 MR.  LEVY:    The re fore ,  t he re  i s  no  need 20 

to  cu t  o r  e l im ina te  the  cont rac ts  o f  t hese 21 

depar tments .  22 

 I  have  one  pa rag raph  le f t ,  i f  I  can .  23 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Go  ahead .  24 

 MR.  LEVY:    As  I  speak ,  some o f  you are  25 
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p repar ing  wha t  you  m ight  say  i n  response  to  my  2 

comments .   Your  comments  w i l l  s ta r t  w i th ,  we  3 

suppor t  your  p rograms and we  don ' t  wan t  to  see  4 

them cut  o r  e l im ina ted ,  bu t  t he  o the r  s ide  o f  the  5 

a i s le  i s  rea l l y  to  b lame.   P lease don ' t  say  tha t .   6 

Leadersh ip  i s  no t  po in t i ng  a  f inge r  to  the  o ther  7 

s ide  o f  the  a is le .   S ta tesmansh ip  is  no t  say ing  8 

there  is  no th ing  I  can  to ,  i t ' s  the i r  fau l t .   9 

I t ' s  un for tunate  tha t  so  many  o f  our  10 

represen ta t i ves  had dec ided to  govern  by  b l aming .   11 

I t ' s  t he  mos t  sha l low and d i shones t  approac h  to  12 

gove rn ing .   W i l l  one  o f  you,  i ns tead ,  te l l  me 13 

what  we can do?  14 

 Thank you.  15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .   I  know there ' s  16 

go ing  to  be  a  l o t  o f  g ive-and- take ,  and the r e  17 

w i l l  be  a  hear ing  on  th i s  - -  may  be  hear ing  on  18 

th is  today ;  depends on  wha t  happens w i th  th e  19 

bond ing  tha t  i s  on  fo r  t he  tax  cer t i o rar is .   I  20 

on ly  take  issue  w i th  you  on  one th ing  in  yo u r  21 

comment .  22 

 You sa id  tha t  t he  red  l i gh t  camera  23 

au thor iza t ion ,  i n  the  beg inn ing ,  came wi th  the  24 

p romise  tha t  i t  wou ld  be  t ied  to  you th  fund ing ;  25 
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tha t ' s  no t  so  and you know tha t ' s  no t  so .   The  2 

red  l i gh t  camera  au tho r i za t i on  came f rom A lb any .   3 

I t  was  an  au tho r iza t ion  fo r  t he  coun ty  to  p u t  up  4 

50  red  l igh t  cameras ,  and f i nes  obv ious l y  b e ing  5 

se t  a t  wha t  they  were  se t  a t .   I t  was  th is  6 

Leg is la tu re ,  bo th  s ides ,  t ha t  came up w i th  the  7 

i dea  o f  ty ing  tha t  money  o r  ded ica t i ng  tha t  money 8 

to  go  in to  you th  p rograms.   W e d id  tha t ,  no t  t he  9 

s ta te .   I t  was  done in  a  b ipa r t i san  fash ion .   10 

That  was  then ,  and  th i s  i s  now.   11 

 And I  ag ree w i th  you ;  I 'm no t  go ing  to  12 

po in t  f i ngers .   I 'm no t  go ing  to  say  ta l k  t o  the  13 

o the r  s ide  o f  t he  a i s le .   Bu t  I  w i l l  t e l l  y ou  14 

what  I  t o ld  you  when  we met .   I f  t he  bond ing  15 

passes  tha t ' s  on  the  ca lendar  today  - -  I 'm no t  16 

te l l ing  anybody  how to  vo te .   I f  t he  bond in g  17 

passes ,  a l l  o f  t h i s  goes  away .   I f  i t  doesn ' t ,  we 18 

have  to  lead .   You  sa id  i t  you rse l f .   We  ha ve to  19 

l ead .    20 

 Th is  county  needs to  save $41  mi l l ion .   21 

There  are  $41  m i l l ion  in  tax  cer t  judgments  ou t  22 

there .   I f  t he  bond ing  to  pay  those judgmen ts  23 

fa i l s  and the  j udgments  s ta r t  to  come in to  the  24 

coun ty  to  be  sa t is f i ed ,  we  need to  accumula te  the  25 
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money - -  we,  the  County  - -  need to  accumula te  the  2 

money to  pay  those  judgmen ts .  3 

 The low ly ing  f ru i t  in  th i s  coun ty  i s  4 

gone .   We have e l im ina ted .   We have cu t  bac k .   We 5 

have  cu t  spend ing .   We have conso l ida ted  6 

depar tments .   We have e l im ina ted  1 ,776  pos i t ions .   7 

We need $41 m i l l ion .   I f  t ha t  means tha t  we  have  8 

to  go  where  we have to  go ,  t ha t ' s  where  we have 9 

to  go  because  we  have to  have  $41 mi l l ion .   I t ' s  10 

no t  any th ing  aga ins t  you .   I t ' s  no t  any th in g  fo r  11 

you.   I t ' s  j us t  a  s ta temen t  o f  f ac t ;  t he  Co unty  12 

needs to  accumu la te  $41 mi l l i on  to  pay  thos e  tax  13 

ce r t  j udgmen ts ,  and we ' re  go ing  to  have to  l ead.   14 

You ' re  r igh t .   Eve rybody  has  to  lead .   So t here ' s  15 

dec i s ions  to  be  made  today .   I t ' s  on  the  16 

ca lendar .   We w i l l  have a  vo te  on  the  tax  c e r t  17 

bond ing  and i t  w i l l  go  up  or  down,  wha tever  way 18 

the  members  o f  t h i s  leg i s la tu re  dec ide  how they  19 

w ish  to  vo te ,  and the i r  vo tes  w i l l  have 20 

consequences .   P leasan t  consequences  one  wa y ,  21 

ve ry  unp leasant  consequences  fo r  a l l  o f  us  the  22 

o the r .   Bu t  we ' re  go ing  to  do  what  we have to  do .  23 

 MR.  LEVY:    Mr .  Schmi t t ,  I  wan t  to  24 

co r rec t  you on  the  t y ing  to  the  youth  fund i ng .  25 
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 I  was  he re  a t  t he  leg i s la tu re  when  the  2 

coun ty  execu t ive 's  o f f i ce ,  a t  the  t ime ,  mad e  the  3 

p resen ta t i on  on  a  PowerPo in t  p resenta t ion  a nd 4 

showed  the  cu ts  tha t  wou ld  happen i f  t he  mo ney  5 

d idn ' t  come in .   And  we were  asked  by  the  c oun ty  6 

execut ive  to  b r i ng  - -  to  advocate .   Mr .  Schm i t t ,  7 

we  were  asked  to  the  county  execut ive  to  8 

advoca te .   Mr .  Schmi t t  - -   9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Anybody on  the  - -  10 

 MR.  LEVY:    I  j us t  wan t  to  f i n ish  my  11 

comments .   I  was  t ry ing  to  co r rec t  you .   Th a t  12 

tha t  p resenta t i on  was made  he re  and I  was  h e re  13 

w i th  the  PowerPo in t  tha t  was  made by  the  co unty  14 

execut ive  where  he  t ied  the  fund ing  to  the  15 

cont inued fund ing  o f  our  p rog rams.   And the n  he  16 

me t  w i th  us  and  asked us  to  advoca te  on  h is  17 

beha l f  a t  p ress  conferences ,  e tce tera ,  where  we 18 

were  the re  and then we  were  to ld  to  reach o u t  to  19 

ou r  leg i s la to rs  to  exp la in  to  them tha t  the  20 

passage o f  t h is  was t i ed  i n to  fund ing  fo r  y outh  21 

p rog rams .  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    When  was  th i s?  23 

 MR.  LEVY:    We met  w i th  I r lene  Hooper  24 

H i l l ,  the  - -  25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Excuse  me .   When  was  2 

th is?  3 

 MR.  LEVY:    Th i s  was  when the  law was 4 

passed .  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    So  back  i n  2007?  6 

 MR.  LEVY:    No.   2009 the  law  was passed .  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    2009 .   I 'm  sor ry .   So  8 

don ' t  - -  i t  i s  con fus ing ,  and  I 'm su re  no t  b y  9 

des ign .   Don ' t  say  county  execut ive .   Say  w ho i t  10 

was.   I t  was  Tom Suozz i .   I t  was  no t  Mangan o .  11 

 MR.  LEVY:    I 'm  no t  imp ly ing  any  county  12 

execut ive  - -  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  unders tand  tha t ,  14 

and I 'm no t  be ing  argumenta t i ve .   What  I 'm say ing  15 

to  you  i s  tha t  when somebody  says  the  count y  16 

execut ive ,  i n  peop les '  m inds  f lashes  Ed Man gano.  17 

 MR.  LEVY:    The  then -county  execut ive .  18 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  19 

 MR.  LEVY:    I t  was  t ied .   Mr .  Schmi t t ,  20 

the  po in t  o f  the  l aw  was  no t  t o  p ro tec t  age nc ies  21 

when  p ro tec t ion  wasn ' t  necess a ry ,  when  there  was  22 

money p len t i f u l .   The idea  was  to  p ro tec t  23 

agenc ies  as  money go t  t i gh t  because we  had worked 24 

to  ge t  t ha t  money in to  Nassau  Coun ty .   To  n ow 25 
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resc ind  tha t  law  i s  jus t  a  b reach o f  f a i th  o f  a  2 

commi tment  tha t  was made  to  y outh  prog rams a nd  to  3 

human se rv ice  p rog rams .  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I t ' s  an  unp leasant  5 

s i tua t ion ,  I ' l l  g ran t  you tha t .   I  have man y  6 

l eg i s la to rs  who  want  to  respond.  7 

 MR.  LEVY:    Now,  I  wan t  to  rem ind you 8 

tha t  we presented  a  proposa l .   I  p resented  i t  to  9 

you when  I  met  w i th  you.   I  p resen ted  i t  to  Mr .  10 

Abrahams when  I  me t  w i th  h im  las t  week ,  and  I  11 

a l so  d iscussed i t  w i th  Mr .  Nev in  and  w i th  M r .  12 

Su l l i van  i n  b r i e f  te lephone conversa t i ons  t ha t  13 

does  the re  i s  a l ready  su f f i c i en t  money  rea l i zed  14 

i n  the  red  l i gh t  camera  fund  f rom the  smal l  15 

ro l l over  f rom las t  yea r  and f rom the  amount  tha t  16 

was a l ready  ra i sed  th i s  year  to  cove r  a l l  t he  17 

cont rac ts  in  the  human  serv i ces  depar tment  fo r  18 

the  res t  o f  t h i s  yea r .  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    And what  d id  they  20 

say?  21 

 MR.  LEVY:   What  I  was  to ld  i s  we 'd  have 22 

to  l ook  in to  tha t .   We  may  wan t  to  take  tha t  23 

money back  re t roac t i ve ly .   I  sa id  i s  t ha t  l ega l?   24 

He  sa id  i t ' s  a  mat te r  fo r  the  lawyers .   Tha t 's  25 
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what  you r  a ide  sa id  in  our  mee t ing ,  tha t  i t  cou ld  2 

be  taken  re t roac t i ve ly .   Bu t  t ha t  jus t  does n ' t  3 

make  any  sense .   I f  you  passe d  a  l aw  today ,  i t  4 

can ' t  a f fec t  wha t  was done  in  the  pas t .   I  wou ld  5 

ask  tha t  you  no t  go  th rough w i th  the  i n tend ed 6 

ac t i ons  because  we  have an  a l te rna t i ve .  7 

 I  want  to  rem ind  you  tha t  we  came up  w i th  8 

the  a l te rna t i ve  fo r  the  Wa l -M ar t  se t t l ement  case ,  9 

wh ich  res t ruc tu red  the  Wal -Ma r t  mon ies  tha t  were  10 

pa id  to  the  coun ty  as  pa r t  o f  tha t  l awsu i t ,  and 11 

saved dras t i c  cu ts  to  youth  se rv ices  p rogra ms 12 

th ree  years  ago .   We 've  a l so  worked to  ge t  money  13 

dona ted to  the  county  to  he lp  pay  fo r  ou r  c auses  14 

th rough seve ra l  founda t ions .   So  we have  a l ways  15 

come up w i th  a l t e rna t i ves  and  t r ied  to  p res ent  16 

them to  the  coun ty .   But  t he  i dea is  no t  to  say  17 

we  can ' t  do  th i s  because  o f  t ha t  o r  because  o f  18 

th is ,  bu t  to  work  toge ther  to  make  i t  happe n .   As  19 

I  t r ied  to  imp lo re  i n  ou r  mee t ing  w i th  you,  th is  20 

can be  avo ided i f  we  work  toge ther .   Bu t  i f  there  21 

i s  a  vo te  he re  w i thout  anybody  reach ing  ou t  to  22 

us ,  w i thou t  any  conversa t i on  w i th  us  and  ju s t  23 

say ing  we ' re  go ing  to  take  you  ou t  o f  the  r ed  24 

l i gh t  camera  law  and  au tho r i ze  the  county  25 
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execut ive  to  e l im ina te  you r  two depar tments ,  2 

tha t ' s  j us t  no t  a  p roper  - -  t ha t ' s  no t  3 

l eadersh ip .  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .   Leg is la to r  5 

Jacobs .  6 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Ted ,  you  know we 've  7 

worked  together  fo r  what?   A lmos t  17  yea rs .   8 

There ' s  no  ques t ion  in  my min d  tha t  youth  9 

se rv ices  as  we l l  as  some o the r  very  se r ious l y  10 

a f fec ted  serv ices  fo r  sen io rs  and fo r  a  var ie t y  11 

o f  reasons ,  men ta l  hea l th ,  e t ce tera ,  have a lways  12 

been  caugh t  i n  th i s  web because they  rea l l y  a re  -13 

-  and I  ha te  the  word  and I  k now you  ha te  th e  14 

word  -  "d i sc re t i onary" ,  even  though they  a f fec t  15 

the  peop le  tha t  we  a l l  wan t  to  he lp  the  mos t .  16 

 There  is  no  ques t ion .   The re  i s  no th ing  17 

i n  the  h is to ry  you  jus t  gave  tha t  i s  w rong.   18 

F ina l l y ,  when  Coun ty  Execu t i ve  Suozz i ,  i n  2 009 ,  19 

came fo r th  aga in  w i th  the  red  l i gh t  cameras ,  i t  20 

was th is  l eg i s la tu re ,  in  a  b ipar t i san  way,  t ha t  21 

dec ided,  okay ,  we ' l l  agree  to  the  red  l i gh t  22 

camera  money  as  long  as  i t  f o rever  more  tak es  the  23 

most  vu lne rab le  peop le  i n  the  coun ty  ou t  o f  the  24 

equa t ion  o f  be ing  s lashed and  bu rned  each t i me  25 
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and hav ing  to  f i gh t  fo r  the i r  ve ry  ex i s tenc e .  2 

 To  be  ve ry  hones t  w i th  you ,  t h is  rea l l y  3 

saddens me  because  the  amoun t  o f  money  - -  4 

espec ia l l y ,  you ' re  here  fo r  youth  board .   T he 5 

amount  o f  money  tha t  i s  rea l l y ,  we ' re  ta lk i ng  6 

abou t  fo r  you th  board ,  i t  doe sn ' t  even  come c lose  7 

to  wha t  th is  county  i s  i n  t roub le  abou t .  8 

 MR.  LEVY:    To ta l  fo r  human se rv ices  i s  9 

.2  percent  o f  t he  to ta l  coun ty  budge t .  10 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Exac t ly .   Bu t  t he  11 

po in t  i s  t h i s .   Th is  i s  what  i s  a lways  some th ing  12 

tha t  peop le  g rav i ta te  to  because  emot ions  ru n  13 

h igh  w i th  i t .   And  I  t hought  we had saved y ou 14 

f rom th i s  aga in  when  tha t  happened  in  2009.   15 

Un fo r tunate l y ,  you ' re  r i gh t  back  here  p lead ing  16 

fo r  your  very  ex is tence.   Shame on  us ,  a l l  o f  us ,  17 

on  e i the r  s ide  o f  the  a i s le  i f  we can ' t  f ind  an  18 

a l te rna t ive .   And i f  t he re  was  a  surp lus  la s t  19 

year ,  then  use tha t  su rp lus .   Bu t  I 'm say in g  to  20 

you tha t  t o  pu t  you in  th i s  pos i t i on  aga in  b reaks  21 

my  hear t .   I  w i l l  no t  be  a  pa r ty  to  i t .   We  have  22 

to  d ig  deeper  and we  have to  th ink  more  c le a r l y .   23 

Cer ta in l y  you r  sma l l  par t  o f  t ha t  budget  sh ou ld  24 

no t  be  the  ones  tha t  a re  con t inuous ly  f i gh t i ng  25 
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fo r  your  l as t  b rea th  no t  t o  happen .  2 

 I 'm w i th  you .   I ' ve  a lways  been w i th  you .   3 

And I  though t  we  had  s topped  you  f rom hav in g  to  4 

be  here  aga in  on  th i s  ma t te r ,  bu t  I  guess  I  was  5 

wrong.  6 

 MR.  LEVY:    One  th ing  I  wou ld  jus t  l i ke  7 

to  c la r i f y  i s  when  you  sa id  because we ' re  8 

d i sc re t i onary .   We a re  no  longer  d isc re t ion a ry  i f  9 

the  law ca l l s  f o r  us  to  be  funded th rough t h is  10 

money.   Bu t  wha t  we can ' t  do  i s  say  we  dec i ded  in  11 

ou r  w isdom,  unan imous ly ,  t ha t  you wou ld  no t  be  12 

d i sc re t i onary ,  bu t  now we 've  changed  our  mi nd  13 

because we  have  a  f i sca l  c r i s i s .   The idea was  to  14 

p ro tec t  us  i n  a  f i sca l  c r i s i s ,  no t  t o  p ro te c t  us  15 

when  money  was p len t i f u l .  16 

 One leg i s la to r ,  and I  won ' t  ment ion  the  17 

name,  bu t  sa id  i t  rea l l y  very  c lea r l y .   Th i s  i s  18 

to  p revent  the  county  execut i ve  f rom g rabb i ng  the  19 

money and us ing  i t  f o r  someth ing  e lse .   But  20 

tha t ' s  wha t ' s  be ing  done .   The  money  i s  be i ng  21 

g rabbed and use  fo r  someth ing  e l se .  22 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I  know what  23 

l eg i s la to r  sa id  tha t .  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  th ink  I  sa id  tha t .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    And  I  remember  i t  2 

d i s t inc t l y .  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  sa id  tha t ,  r igh t?  4 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I  don ' t  t h ink  so .   I  5 

don ' t  want  to  say  who.  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    D id  I  say  tha t?  7 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I 'm  don ' t  wan t  to  8 

say  who.  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Le t ' s  go  by  process  10 

o f  e l im ina t i on .    11 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    But  I 'm  go ing  to  12 

te l l  you  someth ing .  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    D id  I  say  tha t?  14 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Peop le  have  to  pu t  a  15 

memory  cap  on  - -   16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  d id .   Yes .   I  d id .  17 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:     and rea l i ze  - -  18 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    He  says  I  sa id  tha t ,  19 

Judy .  20 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Who  sa id  you sa id  21 

tha t?  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Ted says  I  sa id  tha t .  23 

 MR.  LEVY:    I  have  the  t ransc r ip t .   You 24 

sa id  tha t  you  wanted  to  p reven t  the  coun ty  25 
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execut ive  f rom g rabb ing  the  money and us ing  i t  2 

fo r  someth ing  e l se .   Tha t ' s  what  the  county  i s  3 

now do ing ,  t hey ' re  g rabb ing  th is  money  and us ing  4 

i t  f o r  someth ing  e lse ,  wh ich  you  wan ted to  5 

p reven t .   You  sa id  i t  had to  be  preven ted .  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    And I  wou ld  say  i t  t o  7 

you aga in ,  i f  we  were  in  a  no rma l  f i sca l  8 

s i tua t ion .  9 

 MR.  LEVY:    You  d idn ' t  say  I  wan t  to  10 

p reven t  h im g rabb ing  i t  i f  we ' re  i n  a  no rma l  11 

f i sca l  s i t ua t ion .  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  p lead gu i l t y  t o  the  13 

i dea  tha t  I  neve r  env i s ioned  a  con t ro l  per i od ,  I  14 

neve r  env i s ioned  the  county  a t  t he  verge  o f  15 

bank ruptcy ,  and  I  neve r ,  eve r ,  eve r  env i s io ned  an 16 

i r respons ib le ,  ou t  o f  cont ro l  m ino r i ty ,  who  wou ld  17 

do  - -  18 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Wai t  a  second .  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I 'm so r ry .   I 'm 20 

so r ry .  21 

 MR.  LEVY:    Th i s  i s  no t  - -  22 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    L is ten .   Ted - -  23 

 MR.  LEVY:    abou t  - -  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Judy  Jacobs waxes 25 
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poet ica l l y  abou t  hopefu l l y  we  can come up w i th  an  2 

a l te rna t ive .   There  is  an  a l te rna t ive  on  th e  3 

ca lendar  today .   And  in  the  ten  years  tha t  t hey  4 

were  i n  charge,  the  Repub l ican  m inor i t y  nev e r ,  5 

no t  one t ime ,  neve r  - -  and  you  can  go  to  th e  6 

books  and check  i t  - -  neve r  tu rned  down bond ing  7 

fo r  tax  ce r t i o ra r i s  because i t  was  the  8 

respons ib le  th ing  to  do ,  even  a f te r  they  thw ar ted  9 

ou r  e f fo r t s  i n  2008 or  09  to  f i x  t he  sys tem ,  we 10 

s t i l l  p rov ided the  vo tes  fo r  t he  bond ing  fo r  t ax  11 

ce r t s .   Now we ' re  in  a  s i t ua t i on  where  they  make  12 

the i r  cho ices ,  Ted ,  and then  we have  to  mak e  13 

ou rs .  14 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Ted  - -  15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I f  t hey  t u rn  - -  16 

 MR.  LEVY:    I  asked you a  l i t t le  wh i le  17 

ago - -  I  asked eve rybody  to  p lease  no t  b lam e the  18 

o the r  pe rson .   You  sa id ,  okay ,  I  won ' t  do  t ha t ,  19 

and then  you  wen t  ahead and d id  i t .  20 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I t ' s  ha rd  no t  t o .  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Because everybody is  22 

ask ing  fo r  an  a l te rna t ive ,  and  I  wan t  every body 23 

to  unders tand  - -  24 

 MR.  LEVY:    I  want  an  a l te rna t ive ,  bu t  25 
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the  a l te rna t i ve  - -  2 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    there ' s  an  3 

a l te rna t ive  on  the  tab le .  4 

 MR.  LEVY:    bu t  the  a l te rna t i ve  is  no t  t o  5 

b lame.   I 'm no t  po in t i ng  th i s  ou t  to  you .   I  6 

don ' t  want  the  Democra ts  to  say  i t ' s  t he  7 

Repub l icans '  fau l t  f o r  someth ing .   I  don ' t  wan t  8 

the  Repub l icans  to  say  i t ' s  t he  Democra ts '  f au l t .   9 

I  want  peop le  to  work  toge the r  fo r  one  t ime  to  10 

f i nd  a  so lu t i on .  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    We d id .  12 

 MR.  LEVY:    Eve rybody ' s  te l l i ng  me  why  13 

th is  can ' t  be  done .   I  know i t  can  be  done i f  we  14 

work  togethe r .   I f  somebody s teps  above the se 15 

pa r t i san  f igh ts  tha t  a lways  go  on  and us ing  us  as  16 

pawns and say  we ' re  no t  go ing  to  use  them a s  17 

pawns because th is  i s  impor ta n t .   So  le t ' s  w ork  18 

toge ther .   Le t ' s  l ock  ou rse l ves  in  a  room - -  t h i s  19 

i s  wha t  I  sa id  to  you when  we  met .   Le t ' s  l ock  20 

ou rse l ves  in  a  room and come up w i th  a  so lu t ion ,  21 

no t  a  f i gh t .  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    A  so lu t i on .   You  wan t  23 

a  so lu t i on  to  be  l eave  us  a lone and go  some p lace  24 

e l se .   I  unders tand tha t .  25 
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 MR.  LEVY:    No,  no .   I  d idn ' t  ask  fo r  2 

tha t .   I  sa id  I 'm he re  to  g i ve  you  so lu t ion s .   3 

I 'm he re  to  work  w i th  you.   I 'm he re  to  - -  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    We need $41 mi l l ion .  5 

 MR.  LEVY:    We 've  a lways  s tepped  up to  be  6 

pa r t  o f  the  so lu t i on .   We 've  a lways  s tepped  up .   7 

We even lobb ied  th is  yea r  fo r  the  red  l i gh t  8 

camera  money  even though  i t  wasn ' t  go ing  to  us .  9 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I  j us t  want  to  10 

f i n i sh  wha t  I  s ta r ted .  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    P lease  do .  12 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    L is ten .   Back  i n  13 

2007 ,  f rom the  opera t i ng  budge t ,  t h i s  Count y  pa id  14 

$50 mi l l ion  fo r  tax  ce r t s .   Back  i n  2008 ,  f rom 15 

the  opera t ing  budget ,  th is  i s  no t  bond ing ,  t h i s  16 

coun ty  pa id  $40  mi l l ion .   Back  i n  2009  we p a id  17 

$50 mi l l ion  fo r  the  opera t ing  budget .   I  mea n,  18 

I 'm su re  you  know where  I 'm go ing  w i th  th is .   19 

There  was a  f i sca l  c r i s i s  then ,  and there  i s  a  20 

f i sca l  c r i s i s  now.   And du r ing  the  f i sca l  c r i s is  21 

then ,  in  sp i te  o f  the  f i sca l  c r i s i s ,  t h i s  22 

l eg i s la tu re  s tood up  to  the  coun ty  execu t iv e ,  23 

wh ich  was Suozz i  a t  the  t ime,  and sa id  no ,  n o ,  24 

no ,  no ;  you wan t  red  l igh t  cameras ,  ea rmark  i t  t o  25 
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p ro tec t  the  you th  board ,  t o  p ro tec t  soc ia l  2 

se rv ices  so  we can  go  fo rward .   Same c r i s is ,  my 3 

f r iend .   Th ings  have  no t  changed  tha t  much in  4 

th ree  years ;  we  know tha t .   The coun t ry  has  no t  5 

changed tha t  much.   So  jus t  rea l i ze  what  I ' m  6 

say ing  to  you .   Fo r  a l l  those  years  - -  07 ,  08 ,  7 

and 09 ,  and 10  - -  there  was money in  the re .   Now 8 

we ' re  go ing  to  bond fo r  th is ,  las t  yea r  and  th is  9 

year .   Tha t ' s  t he  on ly  change  there ' s  been.   You  10 

need  good organ iza t i on .   You need to  th ink  o u t  o f  11 

the  box .   We used to  th ink  ou t  o f  the  box  a nd we  12 

go t  i t  done.    13 

 I 'm no t  ta lk ing  abou t  the  o the r  s ide .   I  14 

can on ly  ta l k  fo r  th is  s ide .   There  is  no  - -  15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mrs .  Jacobs,  we 16 

bonded  in  those  years  too .  17 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Pardon me?  18 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    The reco rd  shows  tha t  19 

we  bonded in  those  yea rs  too .  20 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Excuse me .   Wha t  I  21 

j us t  gave you  i s  the  fac ts  f rom the  f i sca l  peop le  22 

i n  th i s  coun ty .   I 'm  te l l i ng  you  tha t  - -  23 

fo rge t t i ng  abou t  who  o r  what ,  you  don ' t  care  24 

who 's  respons ib le ,  you  jus t  want  us  a l l  to  be  25 
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respons ib le  fo r  keep ing  you who le .  2 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    On  tha t  we  can  agree .   3 

We don ' t  care  who is  respons ib le .   We want  to  4 

move  fo rward .   And  in  o rde r  to  move fo rward  these 5 

tax  ce r t io ra r i  c la ims must  be  pa id ;  tha t  req u i res  6 

a  13  member  vo te  o f  the  leg i s la tu re  to  bond ,  as  7 

you we l l  know.   I t  e i t he r  passes  o r  i t  does n ' t .  8 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    And  i t ' s  on ly  you th  9 

board  tha t  has  to  su f fe r  i f  t ha t  doesn ' t  ha ppen.   10 

G ive  me a  break ,  Peter .  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Obv ious l y ,  i f  you  12 

read  the  l eg i s la tu re  i t ' s  no t  youth  board .  13 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Tha t  doesn ' t  even  14 

ge t  you o f f  square  one  and  s ta r t .  15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    And then  the  res t  16 

comes w i th  the  fo l low ing  p iece  o f  leg i s la t i on  17 

wh ich  au thor izes  the  county  execut ive  to  do  what  18 

has  to  be  done - -  fu r l oughs,  wha teve r  i t  i s ,  19 

c los ing  depar tments ,  shu t te r i ng  depar tments ,  20 

whatever  has  to  be  done to  ge t  us  up  to  tha t  $40  21 

m i l l ion  mark .   I t ' s  i t .   I t ' s  now.   I t ' s  th e  end  22 

o f  t he  road.   There  is  no  more  road to  k ick  the  23 

can down.   We e i ther  do  th is  bond ing  o r  we got ta  24 

do  someth ing  e l se .  25 
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 Leg is la to r ,  a re  you done?  2 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I 'm  done ,  because  3 

I 'm no t  go ing  to  keep go ing  and I 'm no t  go i ng  to  4 

- -  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Me  too .  6 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    po in t  f i nge rs  a t  7 

you.  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Denenberg .  9 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Ac tua l l y ,  I  was  10 

nex t .  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I ’m so r ry .   I  had you 12 

checked o f f  a l ready .   Leg is la to r  Abrahams.  13 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Thank  you ,  14 

P res id ing  Of f i ce r  Schmi t t .  15 

 Ted,  f i r s t ,  I  want  to  thank  you fo r  16 

coming  down.   I  want  to  thank  everyone  in  t he  17 

aud ience  fo r  coming down on such  an  impor ta n t  18 

i ssue.   I  jus t  wan t  to  b r i ng  up  a  ve ry  impo r tan t  19 

i ssue tha t  I  th ink  i s  be ing  overshadowed ,  t ha t  I  20 

th ink  we  ta l ked  abou t  when  we  met  on  F r iday .   21 

That  i ssue ,  i n  i t se l f ,  i s  tha t  t h i s  leg i s la tu re ,  22 

o r  t h i s  coun ty  execu t i ve ,  I  shou ld  say ,  has  been  23 

dea l t  the  ve ry  d i f f i cu l t  t ask  o f  coming up  w i th  24 

100 - -  I 'm  so r ry  - -  $150  m i l l i on  i n  sav ings  fo r  25 
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th is  yea r  be fore  N IFA wi l l  adopt  h is  p lan .   I  2 

know the re 's  a  l o t  o f  d i scuss ion  tha t  h i s  p lan 's  3 

been  adopted .   But  I  t h ink  eve ryone fu l l  we l l  4 

knows,  and  I  th ink  the  Newsday  ed i to r i a l  k in d  o f  5 

ca tegor i zed i t ,  I  th ink ,  very  we l l  i n  6 

demons t ra t ing  what  the  op t ica l  i s  th is  morn ing .  7 

 The Pres id ing  O f f i ce r  asked me to  pu t  on  8 

the  reco rd  tha t  Leg is la to r  Fo rd  and Leg is la to r  9 

Scanne l l  a re  he re  in  a t tendance and in  the i r  10 

seat .  11 

 That  sa id ,  Ted.   I t ' s  ve ry  i dent i f iab le  12 

tha t  t he  fac t  rema ins  tha t  N IFA,  even w i th  the  13 

vo tes  o f  t h i s  l eg i s la tu re  to  suppor t  any  k i nd  o f  14 

l eve l  o f  bor row ing ,  s t i l l  has  the  f i na l  say .   And 15 

in  d iscuss ions  tha t  we  have had,  as  we l l  as  i t  16 

be ing  pub l ic  and  be ing  i n  the  papers  and  wr i t t en  17 

down  in  le t te rs ,  t he re  i s  no  w i l l  o f  N IFA t o  18 

suppor t  any  bond ing  o f  any  magn i tude  w i thou t  t he  19 

$150  m i l l i on  in  p lace .   As  we  a l l  know,  News day  20 

repo r ted  ear l ie r  t oday  - -  I  h ad g i ven the  co un ty  21 

execut ive  a  l i t t le  b i t  more  c red i t  i n  ou r  m eet ing  22 

on  F r iday .   The  number  i s  ac tua l l y  under  $1 00 23 

m i l l ion  i f  you  go  by  wha t  Newsday  repo r t s  t oday .   24 

I  was  under  the  impress ion  i t  was  a  l i t t le  b i t  25 
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h igher .   Tha t  be ing  sa id ,  the  fac t  remains  2 

they ' re  s t i l l  $50  mi l l ion  sho r t .   Now,  i f  s omeone 3 

can show me some documenta t i on  tha t  NIFA  wo u ld  4 

suppor t  the  l eve l  o f  bor rowing  o f  what  Mr .  5 

Schmi t t  i s  re fe renc ing  today  i n  rega rds  to  bond 6 

ce r t io ra r i s ,  t hen maybe I  have  a  d i f fe ren t  t une 7 

i n  regards  to  what  he  is  say ing .   No t  w i th  8 

rega rds  to  the  bor rowing ,  bu t  in  regards  to  the  9 

measures  tha t  he 's  ta l k ing  about  tha t  he  ne eds  to  10 

take .  11 

 The bo t tom l i ne  is  very  s imp le .   Th i s  12 

l eg i s la tu re  i s  be ing  asked  to  do  someth ing  w hen 13 

the  overs igh t  body  may  not  go  a long w i th  i t  a t  14 

a l l .   And to  be  f rank  w i th  you ,  the  overs ig h t  15 

body  has  been  ask ing  fo r  t hese  sav ings  fo r  t he  16 

l as t  f ou r  mon ths .   They  were  due  on  Februar y  1 ,  17 

2012 .   We are  now approach ing  June  1  and  we  s t i l l  18 

don ' t  have  any th ing  in  p lace .   So the  on ly  19 

d i rec t ion  I  t ru l y  see,  and  tha t ' s  in  suppor t  o f  20 

what  you ' re  t ry ing  to  accomp l i sh  today ,  i s  t he  21 

fac t  remains  tha t  w i thou t  - -  t hey ' re  say ing  tha t  22 

w i thou t  - -  and  I  don ' t  wan t  to  pu t  i t  to  the y .   I  23 

j us t  wan t  to  make su re  I 'm  re hash ing  eve ry th ing  24 

so  we can say  i t  c lear ly .   The  major i t y  i s  say ing  25 
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tha t ,  bas i ca l l y ,  i f  there  is  no  bo r row ing  i n  2 

p lace ,  t hen we have to  go  to  these  d ras t ic  cu ts .   3 

Bu t  they ,  themse lves ,  can ' t  even  fu l l y  say  tha t  4 

w i th  con f idence .   Because to  say  tha t  w i th  5 

conf idence  means  tha t  they  mus t  have  the  b l ess ing  6 

o f  N IFA tha t  the  bor rowing  w i l l  go  th rough on 7 

the i r  end i f  th i s  leg i s la tu re  approves  i t .   I  8 

don ' t  th ink  tha t ' s  been sa id .   I  don ’ t  t h in k  9 

tha t ' s  been sa id  to  anyone  in  th is  l eg is la t i ve  10 

body .   Now,  i f  t ha t  i s  t ru ly  the  case,  t hen  the  11 

bo t tom l ine  i s  very  s imp le .   Then what  they ' re  12 

ta lk ing  abou t  i n  te rms  o f  how to  ge t  t he  sa v ings  13 

i s  no t  rea l i t y .   Rea l i t y  i s ,  I  t ru ly  be l iev e ,  14 

tha t  you  guys ,  and  I ' ve  sa id  th i s  to  you  be fore  -15 

-  youth  board ,  sen io rs  was  a l ways  a  ta rge t  t o  ge t  16 

the  $150  m i l l ion  i n  sav ings  f rom the  17 

admin i s t ra t i on .   And  I  t ru ly  be l ieve  tha t  t he  18 

repea l ing  o f  th i s  law w i l l  he lp  them get  to ward  19 

the i r  $150  m i l l i on  cu t .   Now,  to  back t rack  to  20 

2009 .  21 

 I t  was  a lways  ou r  be l i eve  to  take  the  22 

po l i t i ca l  foo tba l l  - -  to  take  you guys  away  f rom 23 

be ing  a  po l i t i ca l  foo tba l l .   I t  was  a lways  our  24 

be l i e f  t ha t  no  mat te r  what  came up ,  the  red  l i gh t  25 
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camera  fund was  a  des ignated  fund fo r  youth  2 

board ,  sen io rs ,  and o the r  agenc ies ,  whateve r  the  3 

ones  w i th in  the  law.   F rom our  s tandpo in t ,  i f  you  4 

have  the  w i l l ingness  - -  i f  you ' re  unwi l l ing  to  5 

s tay  ob l iga ted  to  tha t  l aw ,  then  obv ious ly  wha t ' s  6 

the  po in t  o f  the  l aw  in  the  f i rs t  p lace  whe n  we 7 

d id  i t  i n  2009?   I f  i t ' s  so  easy  to  repea l  i t  8 

when  the  go ing  ge ts  tough,  I  j us t  don ' t  see  the  9 

sense o f  why  we  d id  i t .   Then  to  say  i t ' s  t he  10 

democra ts  o r  the  repub l i cans ,  I 'm go ing  to  11 

respec t  your  w ishes .   I 'm no t  go ing  to  ge t  i n to  a  12 

b lame th ing  back  and  fo r th .   To  me ,  i t  seem s  a  13 

l i t t le  d is ingenuous,  t ha t  when  you  passed t he  14 

l aw,  sudden ly  the  law doesn ' t  rea l l y  mat te r  15 

anymore  because  th ings  have go t ten  so  rough .  16 

 To  answer  to  the i r  po in t ,  I  j us t  don ' t  17 

see the  w i l l i ngness  f rom NIFA.   I f  somebody  cou ld  18 

show me someth ing  d i f f e ren t ,  I  wou ld  l ove  t o  see  19 

i t .   I  don ' t  see  the  w i l l i ngness  f rom NIFA to  20 

suppor t  any  l eve ls  o f  bond ing  w i thou t  a  21 

subs tan t ia l  amount  o f  sav ings  o f  $150 mi l l i on  22 

be ing  in  p lace .  23 

 MR.  LEVY:    Kevan,  I  app rec ia te  your  24 

po in t .   And I  want  to  le t  o the r  peop le  have  an  25 
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oppor tun i t y  to  speak .   But  I  do  want  to  say ,  j us t  2 

fo r  the  reco rd ,  someth ing  tha t  we shared  w i th  3 

you.   Our  coa l i t ion  is  no t  t ak ing  a  pos i t io n  on  4 

the  bo r row ing .   I  know you  unders tand i t ,  b u t  I  5 

j us t  wan ted to  pu t  t ha t  on  the  record .   We don ' t  6 

know enough abou t  whethe r  i t ' s  a  good idea o r  a  7 

bad idea .   A l l  we want  i s  we  th ink  the re  are  8 

a l te rna t ives  to  th is  f igh t  t ha t  p ro tec t  our  9 

sys tem.   I  have  two documents  - -  I ' l l  g i ve  o ne  to  10 

you and one to  Mr .  Schmi t t  - -  tha t  exp la in  w here  11 

the  funds  are  a l ready  ex is t i ng .   I f  the  fun ds  are  12 

there ,  t he re ' s  no  need  to  vo te  to  resc ind  t hem 13 

today  because we  have shown where  they  a re .   We 14 

have  sha red th i s  w i th  Mr .  Su l l i van  b r ie f l y ,  and 15 

now we 've  sha red  i t  w i th  the  major i t y  leade r  and  16 

m ino r i ty  l eader .  17 

 We have a  proposa l .   We have  an  18 

a l te rna t ive .   We have a  way th is  doesn ' t  ha ve to  19 

be  done.   So  p lease don ' t  say  ou r  back 's  up  20 

aga ins t  the  wa l l .  21 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    P lease .   By  no  22 

means,  I  don ' t  wan t  you to  be l ieve  o r  th ink  tha t  23 

I  was  imp ly ing  tha t  you shou ld  suppor t  t he  24 

pos i t i on .  25 
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 MR.  LEVY:   I  know you ' re  no t .   I  j us t  2 

wanted  to  c la r i f y .  3 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    My po i n t  was,  4 

bas i ca l l y ,  I  hea rd  the  p res id ing  o f f i cer  ta l k  5 

abou t  the  fac t  t ha t ,  you  know,  bond ing  i s  g o ing  6 

to  pass  or  no t  pass .   Absent  f rom h i s  a rgum ent ,  7 

he  l e f t  ou t  t he  fac t  t ha t  obv ious l y  there 's  an  8 

overs igh t  boa rd  tha t  has  to  approve the  bon d ing  9 

as  we l l .   As  you  p robab ly  we l l  know,  tha t  s ame 10 

board  a l ready ,  i n  a  few shor t  days ,  d id  no t  11 

approve bond ing  fo r  the  Aqua t i c  Center ,  as  we l l  12 

as  d id  no t  approve  a  con t rac t  fo r  Morgan  St an ley  13 

fo r  the  pr iva t i za t ion  o f  sewers .   So  the re ' s  14 

obv ious l y  ano the r  en t i t y  t ha t ' s  invo lved  tha t  he  15 

chose to  neg lec t ,  fo r  whateve r  reason.   Tha t  16 

be ing  sa id .   S ince  tha t  en t i t y  i s  obv ious ly  the  17 

800 pound e lephant  i n  the  room,  I  th ink  f ro m our  18 

s tandpo in t ,  f o r  someone to  say  i n  th is  19 

l eg i s la tu re  tha t  i f  th is  passes  today  you ' l l  be  20 

ab le  to  ge t  you r  con t rac ts ,  I  th ink  is  no t  g iv ing  21 

you the  fu l l  fac ts  and  the  fu l l  t r u th .   Whe n ,  22 

fu l l  we l l ,  I  have no t  seen  any th ing .   Someo ne can 23 

co r rec t  me  where  I 'm  wrong .   I  have no t  see n  any  24 

documenta t ion  tha t  N IFA wou ld  suppor t  any  l eve l  25 
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o f  bor rowing  fo r  any th ing  w i t hou t  the  $150 2 

m i l l ion  be ing  i n  sav ings ,  wh ich  they  wou ld  do  on  3 

Februa ry  1 ,  2012 ,  and now we ' re  approach ing  June .  4 

 MR.  LEVY:    Thank you a l l .  5 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Thank  you ,  Ted.  6 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  7 

Denenberg .   Any th ing  e lse  to  add?  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Ted,  Ted .   You  9 

know wha t?   I  heard  you loud  and  c lear .   Th e  10 

i ssue you are  he re  to  speak abou t  i s  a  p rom ise  11 

was made  - -  i t  wasn ' t  jus t  a  p romise ,  i t ' s  a  l aw  12 

- -  i n  2009 ,  when  th i s  body  fa ced  c los ing  a  $ 150 13 

m i l l ion  budge t  gap ,  wh ich  is  - -  I  th ink  I  go t  i t  14 

on  the  nose;  the  buzze r  went  o f f .   Bu t  we w ere  15 

fac ing  a  $150  m i l l ion  budget  gap ,  wh ich  is  16 

exac t l y  what  NIFA wants  to  see  c losed r i gh t  now,  17 

$150  m i l l i on .   I n  a  b ipa r t i san  way ,  th is  18 

l eg i s la tu re  sa id ,  because you  were  be ing  19 

th rea tened  w i th  cu ts ,  your  $1 4  m i l l i on  wor th  o f  20 

cont rac ts ,  when  you ta lk  abou t  you th ,  behav io r  21 

se rv ices ,  and  menta l  hea l th ,  sen io rs ,  and 22 

ve te rans .   That ' s  what  you  were  faced,  $14 23 

m i l l ion  in  cu ts  to  come up  w i th  pa r t  o f  tha t  150 .   24 

We sa id ,  i n  a  b ipa r t i san  way ,  no .   Because t he  25 
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coun ty  execu t ive  can  keep coming  back  to  us  2 

aga in ,  and  aga in ,  and aga in ,  and  say ing  un l ess  3 

you approve th i s ,  I 'm go ing  to  cu t  t he  4 

d i sc re t i onary  youth  and menta l  hea l th  se rv i ces .   5 

R igh t?   And we sa id  no  - -  whe the r  i t  was  dru g  and 6 

a l coho l ,  men ta l  hea l th ,  you th .   We put  a  7 

cont inu ing  revenue  sou rce  in  so  tha t  you  we ren ' t  8 

he ld  hos tage  a l l  t he  t ime.   I t ' s  t he  t ru th .   I f  9 

tha t ' s  t aken  away,  i f  tha t ' s  t aken  away,  to day  10 

you ' re  be ing  he ld  hos tage to  $41  m i l l i on  in  11 

bo r row ing .   Tomorrow the re 's  a  b i l l  r i gh t  b eh ind  12 

there  fo r  $102 m i l l i on  i n  bo r row ing .   And t hen  13 

there ' s  a  b i l l  f o r  ye t  ano the r  $114 mi l l ion  fo r  14 

bo r row ing .   You  w i l l  a lways  be  he ld  hos tage  15 

un less  we keep our  p romise ,  wh ich  was done in  a  16 

b ipa r t i san  way in  Februa ry  2009,  when then-c ounty  17 

execut ive  sa id  the  wa l ls  a re  cav ing  in .   Me r r i l l  18 

Lynch jus t  went  bank rupt .   Sa les  tax  p lumme ted  by  19 

over  $100 mi l l i on .   And we  sa id  he re 's  your  20 

revenue source .   You  say  you  need th is  fo r  men ta l  21 

hea l th .   We ' l l  t rus t  you ,  bu t  we ' re  go ing  t o  make 22 

i t  l aw .   Don ' t  eve r  undo  what  we  d id  because  tha t  23 

took  you  away  f rom d iscre t iona ry  fund ing .   Th i s  24 

pu ts  you  r igh t  back  a t  t he  mercy  o f  any  cou n ty  25 
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execut ive  and  any  leg i s la tu re .   So  the  bo t t om 2 

l i ne  i s  th is .  3 

 You w i l l  - -  i f  t h i s  i s  t aken away - -  I  4 

vo ted  aga ins t  t he  second  s tag e  o f  red  l i gh t  5 

cameras  because  I  saw i t  was  go ing  to  the  g enera l  6 

fund ,  and i t  was  pav ing  the  way tha t  now,  e ven  7 

the  f i rs t  s tage  is  be ing  taken  away f rom wh ere  i t  8 

was supposed  to  be .   And  a t  t ha t  t ime the  c u r ren t  9 

coun ty  execu t ive  was  a  l eg is la to r .   The cur r en t  10 

p res id ing  o f f i ce r  sa id  we don ' t  want  to  le t  the  11 

coun ty  execu t ive  use  th i s  money any  o the r  w ay.   12 

So  why  - -  what ' s  changed?  Wh y  a re  we a l low i ng  13 

the  coun ty  execu t i ve  to  use  the  money any  o the r  14 

way?   A  $150  mi l l i on  wor th  o f  cu ts  w i l l  a lw ays  15 

i nc lude you i f  t h i s  i s  repea l ed .   We can ' t  r epea l  16 

i t .  17 

 MR.  LEVY:    We were  to ld  tha t  the  need  i s  18 

on ly  fo r  t h i s  year  because  o f  accumu la t i on  o f  tax  19 

ce r t s  and tha t  i t  wasn ' t  needed go ing  fo rwa rd .   20 

Bu t  the  law i s  no t  j us t  to  change i t  f o r  th i s  21 

l aw,  i t ' s  to  change i t  go ing  fo rward .   When  I  22 

ques t ioned  tha t ,  I  was  to ld  there  may be  ne ed in  23 

o the r  years .   That 's  j us t  no t  r i gh t .  24 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    There ' s  $400  25 
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m i l l ion  wor th  o f  t ax  cer ts  coming.   Four -hun dred  2 

m i l l ion .   No t  42 .   Fou r -hundred mi l l ion .   So  th i s  3 

i s  go ing  to  happen  aga in  and  aga in .   When w e  were  4 

i n  the  major i t y  and they  were  in  the  m inor i t y ,  5 

you know wha t?   No  one  po in ted  f inge rs .   We  sa id ,  6 

you know wha t  Coun ty  Execu t i ve  Suozz i ,  a t  t he  7 

t ime ,  you can ' t  touch them.   You  wan t  the  r ed  8 

l i gh t  cameras ,  ded ica te  the  money to  p ro tec t  9 

these agenc ies .  10 

 I  want  to  p ro tec t  these agenc ies .   I 'm  11 

go ing  to  vo te  no  to  repea l  i t  and a l l  o f  us  12 

shou ld ,  pe r iod .  13 

 MR.  LEVY:    Thank you.  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Le t  me  jus t  say  15 

th is .   I sn ' t  th i s  i r on ic  tha t  some o f  the  m oney 16 

tha t  cou ld  go  to  you  wen t  ou t  fo r  th is  ma i le r  17 

tha t  sa id ,  hey ,  thank  you,  Ed  Mangano,  fo r  no t  18 

bo r row ing  aga ins t  my  fu tu re .   What  you ' re  b e ing  19 

to ld  r igh t  now i s  tha t  we need  to  bo r row ag a ins t  20 

your  fu tu re  to  save ou r  p resen t .   You know wha t?   21 

So  why  a re  we  ma i l ing  th is?   I  don ' t  need to  22 

bo r row aga ins t  my fu tu re  to  save  the  p resen t .   We 23 

took  care  o f  i t .   The f i rs t  red  l i gh t  camer as  24 

have  to  go  to  you.   To  repea l  i t ,  pa r t i cu la r ly  25 
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re t roac t ive l y ,  i s  a  shame,  i t ' s  wrong,  and i t  has  2 

to  be  s topped .  3 

 MR.  LEVY:    Thank you a l l .   Mr .  Schmi t t ,  4 

thank  you fo r  t he  t ime .   Mr .  Schmi t t ,  I  le f t  t he  5 

document  fo r  you .  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :     Leg is la to r  7 

N ico le l l o .  8 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    I  jus t  wan ted to  9 

make  a  coup le  o f  po in ts  in  response to  some  o f  10 

the  th ings  tha t  have  been sa id .  11 

 Leg is la to r  Schmi t t  had  men t io ned  tha t  we  12 

had approved  bo r rowing  ove r  the  las t  t en  ye a rs .   13 

The amount  o f  bo r row ing  tha t  we approved  wa s  a  14 

b i l l i on  do l l a rs .   A  b i l l i on  do l l a rs  in  bor r owing  15 

over  ten  yea rs .   Repub l i cans ,  t ime  a f te r  t i me 16 

a f te r  t ime ,  gave  the  vo tes  so  tha t  t ha t  bor r ow ing  17 

cou ld  go  fo rward .   Tha t  bo r row ing  went  fo rw ard ,  18 

the  coun ty  kept  opera t ing .   The money was t here  19 

to  fund the  p rog rams .  20 

 The bonds tha t  we ' re  app rov ing  today ,  21 

many  o f  wh ich  o f  t hese  tax  re funds  da te  bac k  ten  22 

years ,  15  yea rs ,  t hey ' re  no t  new.   They  were  23 

genera ted  by  mis takes  in  assessmen t  over  th e  l as t  24 

15  yea rs .  25 
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 There ' s  been  a  l o t  o f  d i scuss ion  about  2 

the  ev i l s  o f  bo r rowing .   No one up  here  l i k es  to  3 

bo r row fo r  t ax  re funds .   Obv ious ly ,  we  have  done  4 

i t  i n  a  respons ib le  way fo r  over  ten  yea rs  5 

because we  knew i t  wou ld  shu t  down  county  6 

gove rnment .   Bu t  t he  i ssue  today  i s  no t  whe the r  7 

o r  no t  bor row ing  i s  good .   I t ' s  no t  whether  o r  8 

no t  NIFA  i s  go ing  to  app rove  i t .   The issue  is  9 

a re  we  go ing  to  ge t  vo tes  f rom the  m inor i ty  to  10 

approve th is?   And  they ' ve  a l ready  sa id ,  in  11 

wr i t ing ,  t ha t  t hey  w i l l  no t  approve any  bor row ing  12 

un t i l  they  ge t  t he  d is t r i c ts  tha t  they  want .  13 

 I t ' s  no t  abou t  N IFA.   I t ' s  no t  about  pay -14 

go .   I t ' s  about  they  wan t  the  d i s t r i c t s ,  an d  15 

they ' re  no t  go ing  to  g ive  us  the  vo tes ,  num ber  16 

one.   I t ' s  i n  wr i t ing .  17 

 MR.  LEVY:    But  can ' t  you  take  us  ou t  o f  18 

tha t  a rgumen t?   I  don ' t  want  - -  you  see,  you ' re  19 

go ing  to  say  i t ' s  abou t  red i s t r i c t ing ,  t hey ' re  20 

go ing  to  say  someth ing  back ,  and  you ' re  go i ng  to  21 

fo rge t  t ha t  I 'm  s tand ing  here .   Can ' t  we  co me ou t  22 

o f  t ha t  a rgumen t  and  dea l  w i t h  our  i ssue?  I  23 

don ' t  want  to  hear  about  bor rowing ,  and I  d on ' t  24 

want  to  hear  about  red is t r i c t i ng .   I  don ' t  have 25 
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an  op in ion  abou t  tha t .   I 'm no t  a  po l i t i c ia n .   2 

I 'm he re  to  ta l k  about  my issue - -  3 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Le t  me  say  th i s .  4 

 MR.  LEVY:    and  I 'm go ing  to  imp lo re  you  5 

to  p lease take  us  ou t  o f  you r  feud .  6 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    You sa id  you  7 

don ’ t  ca re  whether  i t ' s  good  o r  bad,  t he  8 

bo r row ing .  9 

 MR.  LEVY:   On  a  pe rsona l  l eve l ,  I  ca re .   10 

Bu t  represen t ing  the  - -  11 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Le t  me  te l l  you  12 

why - -  13 

 MR.  LEVY:   youth  and  subs tance  abuse  14 

p rog ram,  we don ' t  have  an  op in ion .  15 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Le t  me  te l l  you  16 

why i t  i s  v i t a l l y  impor tan t  f o r  the  youth  17 

p rog rams .  18 

 They  men t ioned the  fac t  tha t  t he re 's  19 

upwards  o f  $100  mi l l ion  more  i n  cu ts  tha t  ha ve  to  20 

be  ach ieved.   Be fo re  we even  touch  the  bor r owing ,  21 

tha t ' s  $100 m i l l ion .   That 's  a  l o t  o f  work .   22 

We ' re  in  c r i s is .   I f ,  today ,  we don ' t  appro ve 23 

tha t  bor rowing ,  there ' s  $41 m i l l ion  in  j udg men ts  24 

tha t  a re  ou ts tand ing .   Tha t  w i l l  a l l ow  the  25 
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a t to rneys  who have  those  judg men ts  to  f reeze  bank  2 

accoun ts  to  the  tune  o f  $80 m i l l ion .   Now,  i n  the  3 

env i ronmen t  i n  wh ich  we a l ready  have  to  see k  4 

cu ts ,  in  wh ich  we have  a  c r i s i s ,  t ha t  pu ts  us  5 

over  the  edge .  6 

 Now,  eve ryone  in  th i s  room who  i s  in  the  7 

youth  agenc ies  i s  an  i n te l l i gen t  person,  you  8 

cont r i bu te  a  t remendous amoun t  to  soc ie ty .   I  9 

can ' t  be l i eve  tha t  anyone ou t  he re  doesn ' t  10 

unders tand  how bad  i t  i s  i f  we  don ' t  app rov e  th i s  11 

bo r row ing  today .  12 

 MR.  LEVY:    Le t  me  paraphrase  what  you  13 

jus t  sa id ;  i t ' s  the i r  fau l t .  14 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Come on.  15 

 MR.  LEVY:    Tha t 's  wha t  you jus t  sa id .  16 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Don ' t  you  17 

unders tand  - -  18 

 MR.  LEVY:    You  sa id  i t ' s  the i r  fau l t .   19 

I f  I  speak  to  them about  bor rowing ,  you kno w wha t  20 

they ' re  go ing  to  say?  I t ' s  your  fau l t .  21 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    I  don ' t  ca re  22 

whose fau l t  i t  i s .   Don ' t  you  unders tand  th e  23 

impact  on  you r  agenc ies  i f  we  don ' t  approve  th is  24 

bo r row ing?   Can ' t  you  unders tand  how bad  i t  i s  25 
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fo r  you?  2 

 MR.  LEVY:    Yes .   I ' ve  g iven  you  an  3 

a l te rna t ive  tha t  t akes  us  ou t  o f  t he  bor row i ng  4 

d i lemma.  5 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Ge t  me  $40  6 

m i l l ion  on  top  o f  the  $90 mi l l ion  we  have t o  ge t .  7 

 MR.  LEVY:    I  can ' t  so lve  a l l  the  coun ty  8 

p rob lems .   I  can  j us t  fund  ou r  agenc ies .   I 'm 9 

so r ry .  10 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    I  can  so lve  40  11 

m i l l ion  o f  i t  t oday .  12 

 MR.  LEVY:    I  can ' t  fund  the  who le  13 

coun ty .   I 'm  no t  t ha t  good .  14 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    I  unders tand  15 

tha t .   Bu t  you a l l  have to  unders tand how b ad i t  16 

i s  f o r  t he  youth  agenc ies ,  t he  sen io r  agenc ies ,  17 

the  employees  o f  t he  county ,  i f  we  don ' t  do  th is  18 

respons ib le  ac t  o f  con t inu ing  th is  bor rowin g .   We 19 

d id  i t  f o r  t en  yea rs  fo r  a  b i l l i on  do l la rs .  20 

 MR.  LEVY:   Okay .   I  can ' t  make  my po in t  21 

anymore .  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  DeR igg i -23 

Wh i t ton .  24 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Thank you.   25 
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I  jus t  wan t  to  say ,  as  a  newc omer  you k ind  o f  see 2 

th ings  a  l i t t le  b i t  d i f f e ren t l y .   One th ing ,  away 3 

f rom the  po l i t i cs ,  I ' ve  heard  Rob Wa lker  s t and  4 

there  and say  there ' s  $90 mi l l ion  in  our  bu dge t  5 

r i gh t  now tha t ' s  ava i l ab le  tha t  has  no t  bee n  6 

des ignated  to  any  area  tha t ' s  ava i lab le .   So  I  7 

unders tand  how they  can say  tha t  t hey  don ' t  have  8 

th is  money  and th i s  money has  to  come f rom you .  9 

 Number  two .   The  red  l igh t  camera .   We 10 

asked fo r  an  aud i t  f o r  wha t ' s  been  owed to  you ,  11 

as  we l l  as  many  o f  t he  o ther  par t i es  tha t  I ' ve  12 

me t  w i th .   We s t i l l  have  no t  rece ived tha t .   13 

There ' s  money  tha t ' s  owed to  you  tha t  wou ld  14 

abso lu te ly  come in  handy  r igh t  now tha t  sho u ld  15 

no t  be  taken  away f rom you .  16 

 Number  th ree .   When I  asked Rob Wa lker ,  17 

okay ,  l i s ten ,  i f  you ' re  go ing  to  take  the  m oney 18 

away  f rom these  groups  fo r  th e  red  l igh t  cam era  19 

when  you ' re  wa i t ing  fo r  us  to  bond  o r  whate ver ,  20 

when  a re  you  go ing  to  g i ve  i t  back?  A re  yo u  21 

go ing  to  g ive  i t  back  to  them r igh t  away?  And  he 22 

wou ld  no t  commi t  t o  tha t .  23 

 I  don ' t  th ink  tha t  t h i s  has  any th ing  to  24 

do  w i th  the  bo r row ing .   I  hon est ly  th ink  tha t  25 
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they  wan t  to  pu t  t h i s  money in  the  genera l  f und 2 

and they  a re  us ing  th i s  as  an  excuse .   They  know 3 

how impor tan t  t hese areas  are  to  us .   And I  4 

rea l l y ,  everyone  knows  how impor tan t  i t  i s .   I  5 

j us t  have one  o the r  th ing .  6 

 What  they ' re  say ing  r i gh t  now is  a  7 

b i l l i on  do l l a rs  in  ten  yea rs ,  tha t ' s  $100 m i l l ion  8 

a  year .   Tha t 's  a  quar te r  o f  wha t  they ' re  g o ing  9 

to  be  bo r row ing  fo r  fo r  th is  yea r .   So  when  you 10 

rea l l y  l ook  a t  t h i s ,  wha t  we  need to  do  is  ge t  11 

f i nanc ia l l y  respons ib le .   The re ' s  s t i l l  a  l o t  o f  12 

waste  in  th i s  budget .   And  to  use  you guys  as  the  13 

ones  tha t  we  know tha t  we ca re  about ,  rea l l y ,  14 

i t ' s  appa l l i ng  to  me .   And  I 'm  sor ry  tha t  y ou ' re  15 

go ing  th rough  th is .    16 

 The bo t tom l i ne  is  we can a l l  vo te  to  17 

bo r row today ,  and NIFA 's  go ing  to  say  now.   So  18 

there  has  to  be  o the r  ways  to  come up w i th  th i s  19 

money.   I  th ink  i t ' s  a l ready  i n  the  budget  fo r  20 

you and I  th ink  you a l ready  owed  i t  f r om pa s t  21 

amounts  tha t  a re  due .  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  T ro iano .  23 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    Ted,  can  you  jus t  24 

come back  jus t  f o r  a  second?   I 'm on ly  go in g  to  25 
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speak fo r  about  30  seconds .  2 

 We 've  heard  some d iscuss ion  today  abou t  3 

l eadersh ip .   And  leadersh ips  i s  abou t  mak in g  4 

tough cho ices .   We 've  heard  f rom the  p res id ing  5 

o f f i ce r  tha t  in  th is  case the re  rea l l y  a re  n o  6 

o the r  cho ices  to  be  made .   We don ' t  rea l l y  need 7 

l eadersh ip  because  the re 's  a  cer ta in  pa th  w e  have 8 

to  fo l low.   Out  o f  $2 .7  b i l l i on  in  the  coun ty  9 

budget ,  the  on ly  cho ice  we  have -  the  on ly  cho ice  10 

we  have ou t  o f  $2 .7  b i l l i on  i s  t o  cu t  youth  11 

se rv ice  prog ram,  p rograms fo r  the  ag ing ,  and  12 

menta l  hea l th  p rog rams .   Out  o f  $2 .7  b i l l i o n .  13 

 Leadersh ip  i s  abou t  mak ing  cho ices .   I t  14 

i s  a  cho ice  to  choose to  cu t  t hese  p rograms .   I t  15 

re f l ec ts  the  county  execut ive ' s  p r io r i t i es .   16 

There  are  o ther  cho ices .   And  I  th ink  th is  boa rd  17 

owes  i t  to  you,  Ted,  to  a t  l eas t  ge t  a  copy  o f  18 

the  o the r  i t ems  tha t  you 've  i den t i f i ed  tha t  cou ld  19 

be  cu t ,  ra the r  than cu t  the  need ies t  amongs t  us .   20 

So  I  ask  tha t  t he  d i s t r i c t  c le rk  make cop ie s  fo r  21 

every  member  o f  the  leg i s la tu re  to  see  tha t ,  so  22 

we  can  make a  dec i s ion  tha t ' s  no t  based on a  23 

fa lse  cho ice ,  o r  hav ing  on ly  one  cho ice ,  th a t ' s  24 

based on  a  fu l l  know ledge base  tha t  there  a re  25 
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o the r  a l te rna t i ves .   Because  leadersh ip  i s  about  2 

mak ing  cho ices  and  se t t i ng  the  p roper  p r io r i t i es .  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  T ro iano ,  4 

there  are  o ther  a l te rna t ives .   Wha t  a re  the y?  5 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    That 's  wha t  I  want  6 

to  see .  7 

 MR.  LEVY:    Mr .  Schmi t t ,  I  p resented  them 8 

to  you  F r iday ,  and  I  have them here  in  the  9 

documents  today .  10 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    I  don ' t  th ink  the  11 

cho ice  i s  tha t  we have  an  ad ,  a  campaign  p ie ce  12 

pa id  fo r  by  the  coun ty  taxpayers  tha t  th rea tens  13 

to  cu t  t h i s  young ch i l d ' s  fu tu re ,  because w e ' re  14 

go ing  to  cu t  and  des t roy  h is  p resent .    15 

 So  can  we see  the  cop ies?  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    What?  17 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    Can we  have cop ies  18 

made  o f  the  o the r  cho ices?  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Can we  have cop ies  20 

made?  And  g i ve  them to  the  c le rk .  21 

 When  we ge t  t o  the  ac tua l  hea r ing ,  22 

Leg is la to r  De-R igg i -Wh i t ton ,  t he re  w i l l  be  peop le  23 

he re  f rom Of f i ce  o f  Budget  and  Management ,  who  24 

w i l l  be  ab le  to  address  the  i ssue o f  us ing  the  25 
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fund  ba lance  and  why  i t  i s  no t  a  feas ib le  i dea .  2 

 Jamie  Bogenshutz .  3 

 MS.  BOGENSHUTZ:    Good  morn ing .   I  don ' t  4 

know where  to  s ta r t  to  exp ress  wha t  I  am fe e l i ng  5 

a t  t h i s  ve ry  moment .   I  am shocked  tha t  we a re  6 

he re  a t  th is  p lace  aga in .   My  name i s  Jamie  7 

Bogenshu tz .   I  am the  execut i ve  d i rec tor  o f  YES 8 

Commun i t y  Counse l i ng  Cen te r ,  a  non -p ro f i t  9 

commun i t y  based  agency  tha t  i s  f unded bo th  by  the  10 

Nassau  County  Youth  Board  and  the  Depar tmen t  o f  11 

Chemica l  Dependency ,  Men ta l  H ea l th ,  and 12 

Deve lopmen ta l  D isab i l i t i es ,  bo th  sys tems  wh ich  13 

you are  propos ing  to  e l im ina te .  14 

 I  haven ' t  seen mos t  o f  you  th i s  pas t  yea r  15 

because I  am do ing  wha t  I  do  bes t ;  I  was  ru nn ing  16 

my  agency  and  se rv ing  my  communi ty ,  and fo r  tha t  17 

I  am g ra te fu l .   Bu t  he re  I  am aga in  today ,  b ack  18 

to  tha t  moment  where  I  am f i gh t i ng  fo r  t he  19 

su rv iva l  no t  on l y  fo r  my  agency  bu t  fo r  the  20 

en t i re  human  se rv i ces  sys tem.    21 

 Anyone  who  l i ves  i n  th is  coun ty  i s  22 

pa in fu l l y  aware  o f  i t s  f i sca l  ou t l ook .   We 23 

unders tand  the  h igh  cos t  o f  l i v i ng .   We 24 

unders tand  r i s ing  taxes  and tax  caps ,  do ing  more  25 
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w i th  l ess ,  d i sc re t iona ry  spend ing ,  and  red  l igh t  2 

revenue.   We ge t  t ha t .   We  rea l l y  do .   But  how do 3 

we  make sense  o f  t h i s?   How can we  get  you to  4 

unders tand  the  p ro found and devas ta t ing  e f f ec ts  5 

o f  wha t  you are  propos ing  today?   How do  we  make  6 

you unders tand the  pa in ,  t he  t rauma,  the  7 

su f fe r ing  tha t  we t r ied  despera te l y  to  resp ond  to  8 

each  and  eve ry  day?  How do I  ge t  you to  9 

unders tand  the  paren t  who ca l l s  because the i r  10 

ch i l d  i s  us ing  p resc r ip t ion  d rugs  or  s tea l i ng ,  o r  11 

l y ing ,  o r  cu t t i ng  themse lves  because  they  d on ' t  12 

fee l  as  i f  t hey  be long  in  th i s  wor ld?   You s i t  13 

w i th  them,  you ho ld  the i r  hands,  and  you  te l l  14 

them tha t  they  a re  no t  impor tan t  o r  wor th  i t .  15 

 I  am not  t a l k ing  about  s i t ua t i ons  tha t  16 

maybe qu ick l y  remedied .   I 'm ta l k ing  about  t he  17 

n ine  yea r  o ld  who w i tnessed the  bru ta l  murd e r  o f  18 

he r  younger  s is te r  a f te r  she  was  th rown in t o  a  19 

wa l l  by  he r  fa ther .   I 'm  ta l k ing  about  the  13  20 

year  o ld  who  is  fa i l ing  every  c lass ,  and  wh ose  21 

fa ther  k icked  the  dog to  dea th  to  make  a  po in t .   22 

I ’m ta lk ing  abou t  the  18  yea r  o ld  who was r aped 23 

a t  co l lege  and had  to  re tu rn  home because o f  t he  24 

n igh tmares  and her  i nab i l i t y  t o  concen t ra te  on  25 
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any th ing  except  fo r  he r  a t tacker .   I  am ta l k ing  2 

abou t  the  14  yea r  o ld  who brags  abou t  h i s  M S-13 3 

fami ly  and  wha t  they  do  on  th e  s t ree ts  fo r  f un .   4 

I 'm ta lk ing  abou t  the  fa ther  who  bea t  h i s  w i fe  as  5 

she lay  f rozen in  he r  whee lcha i r ,  why  he r  t h ree  6 

ch i l d ren  watched  her  he lp less .   I 'm ta lk ing  abou t  7 

the  fa ther  who d rove  away in  h is  car  w i th  h i s  son 8 

s t i l l  ho ld ing  on to  the  w indsh ie ld  o f  t he  mov ing  9 

ca r .   Sad ly ,  I  can  go  on  and  on .   And how d on ' t  10 

they  mat te r?   How,  i n  a l l  good  consc iousnes s ,  can 11 

you a l low th i s  to  happen?  Regard less  o f  yo u r  12 

pa r t y  a f f i l i a t i on ,  you r  po l i t i ca l  be l i e f s ,  p lease 13 

exp la in  to  me ,  exp la in  to  a l l  o f  us  how has  the  14 

money or  l ack  o f  i t  made  i t  poss ib le  to  ign o re  15 

what  i s  t ru l y  impor tan t  in  ou r  wor ld .  16 

 No t  tha t  l ong  ago,  you  a l l  wo rked 17 

toge ther  to  es tab l i sh  a  law tha t  wou ld  p ro t ec t  18 

those who need you  mos t .   And  w i th  g rea t  e f fo r t ,  19 

the  red  l i gh t  camera  fund was  c rea ted .   A t  t ha t  20 

t ime ,  you worked  in  a  b ipa r t i san  fash ion  to  21 

secu re  our  sys tem,  and  ye t  t oday  you  a re  22 

p ropos ing  to  repea l  a  law tha t  you  es tab l i s hed .   23 

You speak o f  a  pass ion  towards  pub l i c  se rv i ce ,  24 

ye t  you w i l l  be  se t t ing  in  mo t ion  the  po ten t ia l  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  273  Full Legislature – 5-21-12 

to  undermine  the  we l l  be ing  o f  eve ry  commun i ty  2 

member .  3 

 CLERK MULLER:    Your  th ree  m inutes  have 4 

exp i red .  5 

 MS.  BOGENSHUTZ:    I 'm a lmost  done.  6 

 There  is  g rea t  power  i n  s t rong  7 

l eadersh ip ,  and  i t  t akes  g rea ter  l eadersh ip  to  8 

p ro tec t  the  tens  o f  thousands  o f  peop le  who  9 

depend  upon you  to  main ta in  the  human se rv i ces  10 

sys tem de l ive ry .  11 

 No  one  can  fo rge t  these dec i s ions ,  and  I  12 

t rus t  no  one  w i l l  fo rge t  wha t  i s  happen ing  here  13 

th is  morn ing .   And  wh i le  you  may  not  see  a l l  14 

those tha t  w i l l  be  a f fec ted  by  you r  ac t i ons ,  you  15 

w i l l  know they  ex i s t  when you r  schoo ls  and you r  16 

hosp i ta l s  have no  resources  to  send ch i l d re n  and  17 

fami l i es  to ,  when ou r  ja i l s  a re  overc rowded ,  18 

overwhe lmed,  when ou r  churches  and  synagogu es 19 

cannot  feed o r  comfo r t  t o  a l l  those in  pa in ,  and  20 

when  our  commun i t i es  a re  conf ron ted  w i th  gan gs ,  21 

i ns tab i l i t y  and  f i nanc ia l  chaos ,  you  w i l l  b e  22 

faced w i th  an  unpreceden ted c r is is ,  and e f f o r t s  23 

to  ban  syn the t i c  mar i j uana  o r  en fo rce  drug  24 

dea l ing  w i l l  have l i t t le  o r  no  e f fec t  becau se we  25 
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w i l l  no t  be  here  to  teach preven t ion  o r  cop ing  2 

sk i l l s  o r  t rea t  these peop le .   We wi l l  a l l  watch  3 

the  drug  ep idemic  take  more  l i ves .   And wha t  i s  4 

most  d ishear ten ing  i s  tha t  t h i s  can be  thwa r ted .   5 

 We imp lo re  you to  do  wha t  i s  r igh t  f o r  6 

every  res iden t  i n  th is  county ,  t ogethe r ,  w i thout  7 

any  po l i t i ca l  rhe tor ic  o r  ban ter ing ,  bu t  to  do  8 

what  i s  r i gh t  f o r  your  ch i ld ren ,  f o r  you r  9 

ne ighbors ,  and fo r  eve ry  communi ty ;  p ro tec t  the  10 

r i gh t  l i gh t  camera  l eg is la t i on .  11 

 I  have  been a  p roud res ident  o f  th is  12 

coun ty  fo r  my  en t i re  l i f e .   However ,  t oday ,  I  am 13 

p ro found ly  saddened tha t  t h is  i s  t he  bes t  t h a t  we 14 

can do .  I  have a lways  be l i eved  tha t  we  a re  a l l  15 

capab le  o f  mak ing  a  d i f f e rence  in  the  wor ld  i f  we 16 

a re  fa i r ,  hones t ,  k ind ,  and compass ionate ,  and  17 

ma in ta in  our  commi tmen t  to  o thers .   I  wou ld  18 

imp lore  you to  do  the  same;  make  a  rea l  19 

d i f f e rence  today .   I f  you  cannot ,  today  w i l l  be  20 

the  beg inn ing  o f  a  very  b leak  new chap te r  f o r  21 

everyone  who  ca l l s  Nassau Coun ty  the i r  home .  22 

 Thank you.  23 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Pa t  Boy le .  24 

 MR.  BOYLE:    H i .   Most  o f  the  th ings  have 25 
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a l ready  been  sa id ,  as  fa r  as  the  techn ica l  par t  2 

o f  t h i s  goes .   I  k ind  o f  wan t  to  ta l k  to  yo u  a  3 

l i t t le  b i t  abou t  you .  4 

 One o f  t he  th ings  tha t  eve rybody  does  is  5 

they  a l l  have  pa r t s  o f  t he i r  j obs  tha t  t hey  can ' t  6 

s tand do ing  and  tha t  i nc ludes  a l l  o f  us .   F o r  7 

example ,  I  know Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a ,  you  come 8 

to  our  go l f  ou t i ng  eve ry  yea r  and you ge t  a  9 

chance  to  see  a  bunch o f  t ee  s igns  ou t  t her e  and  10 

every th ing  e l se  ou t  there ;  I  ha te  go ing  a f t e r  11 

those tee  s igns .   I  can ' t  s tand i t .   I  ha te  do ing  12 

i t .   The re  a re  o ther  par ts  o f  my  job ,  too ,  t ha t  I  13 

rea l l y  don ' t  l i ke .   Thankfu l l y ,  most  o f  i t  I  do .   14 

I  wou ld  be  w i l l i ng  to  be t  tha t  you ,  as  15 

i nd i v idua ls  up  the re ,  ha te  the  fac t  tha t  yo u  have 16 

to  be  ab le  to  come a f te r  us  every  s ing le  t i me.   17 

As  a  g roup  o f  t en  and as  a  g roup  o f  n ine ,  i t ' s  a  18 

l o t  eas ie r  t o  do .   But  as  ind i v idua ls ,  I  cou ld  19 

no t  look  one  o f  you in  the  face  up  the re  an d  20 

th ink  tha t  you ' re  en joy ing  do ing  wha t  you ' r e  21 

do ing  to  us  r igh t  now.  22 

 What 's  go ing  to  happen  on Ju l y  1s t  i s  23 

someth ing  tha t  each and every  one o f  you  ar e  24 

go ing  to  have  to  s i t  down a t  n igh t  and  say  t o  25 
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yourse l f ,  wha t  the  heck  d id  I  do  and  why  d i d  I  2 

have  to  do  i t ?  3 

 One o f  t he  th ings  tha t  you ' re  do ing  is  4 

you ' re  go ing  to  repea l  t h i s  red  l i gh t  law.   Th is  5 

was ou r  on ly  oppor tun i ty .   And  the  horse  ha s  been 6 

beaten  dead a l ready ;  I  won ' t  keep go ing  w i th  i t .   7 

Bu t  tha t  was  ou r  on l y  oppor tun i t y  to  have a  8 

des ignated  s t ream o f  f und ing  tha t  wou ld  be  the re  9 

fo r  us ,  year  a f te r  yea r ,  and  now you ' re  r ip p ing  10 

i t  r igh t  ou t  f rom under  ou r  fee t .   As  a  gro up,  11 

ten  and n ine ,  i t ' s  okay .   We have to  do  wha t  we 12 

have  to  do .   As  ind i v idua ls ,  each one o f  yo u  13 

look ing  each  one  o f  you in  the  face ,  i s  tha t  wha t  14 

you rea l l y  want  to  do?  15 

 Do  you  wan t ,  on  Ju ly  1 ,  ou r  ch i l d ren  - -  16 

ou r  ch i l d ren ,  each  and  eve ry  i nd iv idua l  one  o f  17 

you,  t o  have  nowhere  to  go?  Jus t  in  E lmont  18 

a lone,  250  k ids  in  a  summer  p rog ram -  no ,  ou t  on  19 

the  s t ree t .   Ou t  on  the  s t ree t  f rom 9  a .m.  to  20 

5 :30  p .m.   What  a re  you go ing  to  do?   The y oung 21 

peop le  who  we  h i re  fo r  t hose  p rograms who a ren ' t  22 

go ing  to  be  h i red  th is  yea r ,  wha t  a re  you g o ing  23 

to  do?   The 800  k ids  a f te r  t ha t ,  i n  a f te r -sc hoo l  24 

p rog rams  tha t  you ' ve  heard  me  ta lk  about  10  25 
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m i l l ion  t imes ,  wha t  a re  they  go ing  to  do?  Which  2 

one o f  t he i r  faces  a re  you  go ing  to  see in  you r  3 

m ind  tha t  says  I  d id  the  wrong  th ing?  I  re pea led  4 

th is  l aw .   I  never  shou ld  have  done i t .   Wh y  d id  5 

I  do  tha t?    Th ink  about  i t .   Th ink  abou t  i t  as  6 

i nd i v idua ls .   What  a re  we go ing  to  do  to  ma ke i t  7 

work?  8 

 Thank you.  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Boswor th .  10 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    Thank  you .   Thank  11 

you,  Mr .  Boy le .   You  say  tha t  we 've  seen  yo u  so  12 

many  t imes .   Ac tua l l y ,  when we  were  in  the  13 

ma jo r i t y  we saw you a  lo t .   F rank l y ,  haven ' t  seen 14 

you so  much la te ly .  15 

 MR.  BOYLE:    I  r ea l l y  w ish  you  d idn ' t  16 

b r ing  tha t  up .   Here 's  the  bo t tom l i ne .   An d  I ' ve  17 

exp la ined to  th i s  to  o ther  l eg is la to rs  as  w e l l ,  18 

too .  19 

 When  we rece ived  a  th ree  percent  cu t  20 

recent ly ,  and  i t ' s  j us t  th is  yea r  tha t  you 21 

haven ' t  seen  me,  supposed ly .   I ' ve  been her e  22 

sneak ing  a round .   You obv ious l y  don ' t  look .  23 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    Wel l ,  sneak ing  24 

a round  i s  d i f fe ren t  f rom get t i ng  up  and spe ak ing .  25 
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 MR.  BOYLE:    Here ' s  what .   I 'm  go ing  to  2 

te l l  you  wha t  happened .   When  th ree  pe rcent  i s  3 

be ing  cu t  f rom your  budget ,  somet imes you h ave  to  4 

s i t  back  and  say  wha t  abou t  the  200 peop le  tha t  5 

j us t  go t  l a id  o f f .   Am I  go ing  to  look  l i ke  a  6 

foo l  f o r  ask ing  fo r  th ree  pe rcen t  more  when  7 

somebody  i s  coming  up  he re  and  te l l i ng  you tha t  8 

they  can ' t  pay  the i r  mor tgage  and can ' t  fee d  9 

the i r  k ids?    That 's  no t  where  I 'm  coming f rom on 10 

these th ings .   And  I  don ' t  wan t  to  j us t i f y  i t  by  11 

hav ing  to  do  tha t .   Bu t  tha t ' s  why  I  wasn ' t  he re .  12 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    Okay .   So  tha t ' s  13 

an  answer .   But  I  wou ld  a l so  l i ke  to  say  th a t  I 'm 14 

do ing  the  r i gh t  th ing .   So  when you say  am I  15 

go ing  to  be  ab le  to  go  to  s leep a t  n igh t  kn owing  16 

tha t  I ' ve  done the  r igh t  t h ing?  You  can  be  bes t  17 

we l l  assured  tha t  I  w i l l .  18 

 MR.  BOYLE:    Good.   Good .  19 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    Because  I  be l ieve  20 

so  s t rong ly  tha t  whe ther  you ' re  in  the  majo r i t y ,  21 

whethe r  you ' re  i n  the  mino r i t y ,  we  a re  a l l  here .   22 

And i f  we don ' t  look  ou t  f o r  our  you th  and we 23 

don ' t  look  a t  f o r  those who a re  need ,  who i s  24 

go ing  to?  25 
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 One o f  t he  th ings  tha t  we are  e lec ted  to  2 

do  i s  to  speak ou t  f o r  t hose  who  perhaps  ca n ' t  3 

speak ou t  fo r  t hemse lves .   And  I  t h ink  we a l l  4 

need  to  speak  abou t  tha t .  5 

 MR.  BOYLE:    I  agree  w i th  you .   And,  6 

good ,  I 'm g lad  you  see  tha t .   And I 'm g lad  t ha t  7 

what  I  sa id  made  you  a  l i t t l e  b i t  mad about  i t ,  8 

because we  go t ta  ge t  mad .   We go t ta  do  some th ing .   9 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    I  was  mad  before .   10 

Bu t  ce r ta in l y  your  comments  were  we lcome.  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Ford .  12 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Pat ,  i t ' s  Den ise  Fo rd .   13 

And I  want  to  thank  you fo r  coming  down.   I  th ink  14 

tha t  you ' re  very  e loquen t ,  as  a lways .  15 

 Th is  i s  a  tough  day .   You know,  and i t ' s  16 

no t  someth ing  tha t  any  o f  us  a re  l ook ing  fo rward  17 

to  a t  a l l .   Bu t ,  as  you know,  I  don ' t  l i ke  our  18 

backs  to  be  aga ins t  the  wa l l .   For  a l l  o f  us ,  19 

l i ke ,  everyone - -  l i ke ,  ou r  youth ,  our  sen i o rs ,  20 

ou r  employees ,  eve rybody  i s  ve ry ,  ve ry  impo r tan t  21 

to  a l l  o f  us .   But  i t ' s  been  sa id  t ime  and t ime 22 

aga in  tha t  even  in  the  wors t  o f  t imes - -  and  I  23 

s i t  up  here  and  I  don ' t  a lways  agree  w i th  e ven  my 24 

own s ide ,  you  know,  tha t  - -  t he  s ide  tha t  I  s i t  25 
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on .   But  I  have  to  say ,  in  the  n ine  years  t ha t  2 

I ' ve  been in  th i s  o f f i ce ,  we ' ve  had ou r  3 

d i sagreements  even  w i th  the  democra ts ,  and,  a t  4 

t imes i t  a lmost  bo rdered  somet imes  on  b lood y .   5 

Bu t  I  have  to  say  tha t  when push  came to  sh ove ,  6 

maybe we  d idn ' t  be l i eve  ph i l osoph ica l l y  in  some 7 

th ings ,  we  d id  fee l  tha t  i t  was  ve ry ,  ve ry  8 

impor tan t  tha t  we cont inue  w i th  the  bond ing ,  9 

espec ia l l y  w i th  the  tax  ce r t s ,  j us t  as  a l l  o f  you  10 

a re  he re  and  you ' re  ask ing  us  fo r  cont inue to  11 

suppor t  and no t  move  the  red  l igh t  camera  m oney 12 

ou t  o f  t he  ded ica ted  fund and  pu t  i t  i n to  t he  13 

genera l  fund .    14 

 The rea l i t y  i s  t ha t  we  a lso  have  peop le  15 

on  the  o ther  s ide  tha t  I ' ve  rece ived  numero us  16 

phone ca l l s  f rom res iden ts  i n  my  a rea  tha t  a re  17 

wa i t ing ,  you  know,  fo r  t he i r  t ax  re funds .   You  18 

know,  they  have  won the i r  g r i evances .   They  are  19 

wa i t ing  fo r  t h i s  money .   The re  a re  some tha t  a re  20 

a l ready  be ing  b i l l ed  by  the  company tha t  th ey  21 

h i red  to  g r i eve  the i r  assessment .   So  they  may  be 22 

ge t t ing ,  say ,  $5 ,000 ,  bu t  the y  now a re  be ing  to ld  23 

tha t  t hey  have to  pay  $2500 to  th i s  company ,  and  24 

tha t  company  wan ts  the i r  money  now.   We hav e  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  281  Full Legislature – 5-21-12 

smal l  bus inesses  tha t  a re  a l so  wa i t i ng  fo r  t he i r  2 

money.   You know,  we ' re  look ing  a t  sma l l  3 

bus inesses .   Jus t  as  we ' re  a f ra id  o f  our  you th  4 

agenc ies  go ing  under  and  no t  be ing  ab le  to  take  5 

ca re  o f  ou r  young peop le ,  we ' re  a l so  l ook in g  a t  6 

some sma l l  bus inesses  tha t  a re  a lso  fac ing  7 

c los ing  the i r  doors .   Peop le  l os ing  the i r  j obs ,  8 

i n  wha teve r  serv ices  tha t  they  a re  p rov id in g  to  9 

the  commun i t y .  10 

 Th is  i s  a  ve ry ,  ve ry  ser ious  bad  11 

s i tua t ion .   Even  - -  and we ' l l  f i nd  ou t  l a te r .   12 

Even  i f  we  do  say ,  you  know what?   We ' re  go ing  to  13 

keep  the  red  l i gh t  camera  money where  i t  i s ,  i t  14 

s t i l l  i s  someth ing  tha t  i f  t he  l awyers  deem  - -  15 

Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo  was  t ry i ng  to  exp la in  t ha t .   16 

That  we have  these  judgmen ts ,  tha t  we have these  17 

lawyers  tha t  a re  say ing  they  wen t  to  cou r t  and  18 

the  judges  sa id  you have  to  pay  th is  $41  mi l l i on  19 

now and the  l awyers  can a t tach  - -  and we  ca n  ge t  20 

th is  f rom the  exper t s  - -  t ha t  they  can  a t tac h  21 

these funds .   I f  t hey  do  dec ide  tha t  t hey  w ant  22 

to ,  even  i f  i t  i s  a  ded ica ted  fund ing  sourc e ,  to  23 

the  youth  se rv i ces  fo r  t he  red  l igh t  camera ,  t hey  24 

can a t tach  tha t  money as  we l l .  25 
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 So ,  what  we a re  look ing  fo r  - -  and  2 

Leg is la to r  Denenberg  even sa id ,  tha t  beh ind  th is  3 

$41 mi l l ion ,  the re 's  even more  money  tha t  w e ' re  4 

go ing  to  have  to  come up  w i th  bond ing .   And  we ' re  5 

go ing  to  have  to  make su re  - -  because i f  we  don ' t  6 

bond  i t  and we don ' t  pay  i t  back ,  i t ' s  go in g  to  7 

come out  f rom somewhere  and i t ' s  go ing  to  co me 8 

ou t  f rom tha t  genera l  fund .   Not  on l y  w i l l  our  9 

agenc ies  and  a l l  o f  the  se rv i ces  tha t  we  ha ve 10 

th is  money  to  p rov ide  fo r ,  bu t  we ' re  a lso  l ook ing  11 

a t  a  l o t  more  employees los ing  the i r  j obs .   Th is  12 

i s  t he  ser iousness .  13 

 We ' re  ask ing  tha t ,  i n  the  pas t ,  where  we  14 

have  a lways  agreed  w i th  the  bond ing ,  t h i s  i s  why  15 

we ' re  say ing  tha t  today  is  ve ry ,  very  key ,  t ha t  16 

we  need to  have  the  bond ing .   We do no t  wan t  to  17 

see any  o f  ou r  you th  serv i ces ,  any  o f  ou r  s en ior  18 

se rv ices  be  s topped.   Bu t  we  a lso  want  to  m ake  19 

su re  tha t  ou r  res idents  ge t  t he  money tha t  t hey  20 

a re  owed .    21 

 Bu t ,  t hank  you.  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  W ink .  23 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Good morn ing .   I  want  24 

to  thank  the  speakers  fo r  be ing  he re  th i s  25 
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morn ing .   Le t ' s  pu t  th is  i n  a  l i t t le  b i t  o f  2 

contex t ,  i f  we can .  3 

 What  you ' re  be ing  asked to  do  today  is  t o  4 

pay  fo r  overspend ing  on  the  pa r t  o f  the  5 

admin i s t ra t i on  i n  2011 ,  no t  i n  2012.   In  20 11.   6 

On  March  28  o f  t h i s  year ,  Compt ro l le r  Marag os pu t  7 

ou t  a  p ress  re lease in  wh ich  he  tou ted  the  fac t  8 

tha t  Nassau Coun ty  was  go ing  to  end the  yea r  w i th  9 

a  budgetary  surp lus .   There  shou ld  have bee n  a  10 

huge  as ter isk  a t  t he  end  o f  t h is  who le  th in g .   I n  11 

fac t ,  ha l f  way  down,  Mr .  Maragos '  p ress  re l ease 12 

says  the  above un-aud i ted  res u l t s  may be  imp ac ted  13 

by  the  t rea tmen t  o f  $43.1  mi l l ion  in  acc rue d  14 

shor t - te rm tax  cer t i o rar i  expenses  aga ins t  t he  15 

coun ty 's  cap i ta l  f und.   The admin i s t ra t i on  has  16 

represen ted  the re  is  su f f i c i en t  bond  17 

au thor iza t ion  rema in ing  as  o f  the  year  end i ng  18 

December  31 ,  2011,  w i th  wh ich  to  i ssue  the  bonds  19 

tha t  w i l l  fund th i s  expense,  and  the  20 

admin i s t ra t i on  i n tends  to  reques t  tha t  t he  County  21 

Leg is la tu re  approve a  supp lementa l  app ropr i a t i on  22 

i n  the  amoun t  o f  t he  acc rua l .  23 

 Long  s to ry  shor t ,  lad ies  and  gen t lemen ,  24 

th is  admin is t ra t ion  overspen t  by  $43  m i l l io n  and  25 
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they ' re  now ask ing  you  to  pay  fo r  i t .   Okay?   2 

Even  i f  th is  bond ing  took  p lace  and even  i f ,  3 

under  the  mos t  benef ic ia l  o f  c i r cums tances ,  NIFA  4 

sa id  okay ,  f i ne ,  go  fo rward  w i th  i t ,  you  ar e  a l l  5 

my  w i tness ,  we wou ld  be  he re  i n  th ree  month ' s  6 

t ime ,  maybe fou r ,  maybe i t  wou ld  l as t  un t i l  7 

budget  hea r ings  in  Sep tember ,  bu t  we  wou ld  be  8 

he re  aga in  no t  f o r  you r  cu ts  to  cove r  2011,  bu t  9 

fo r  your  cu ts  to  cover  the  res t  o f  2012 and  fo r  10 

your  cu ts  to  cover  2013.   Th i s  i s  a  revo lv i ng  11 

door  here .   Th i s  i s  a  ca rouse l  t ha t  we ' re  a l l  on .   12 

Th is  admin is t ra t ion  is  ask ing  fo r  $40 mi l l i o n  13 

wor th  o f  bond ing  today  to  avo id  cu ts ;  they ' re  14 

go ing  to  be  ask ing  fo r  i t  aga in ,  and  aga in ,  and 15 

aga in .   So  le t ' s  be  ve ry  c lea r  about  th i s .   Th is  16 

i s  no t  t he  end;  th is  i sn ' t  even the  beg inn i ng  o f  17 

the  end.   Th i s  i s  ba re ly  the  end  o f  the  beg i nn ing  18 

w i th  a l l  o f  t h i s .  19 

 We a re  a l l  go ing  to  be  fac ing  th is .   And  20 

the  f i rs t  th ing  we  can  do  to  s tand  up  to  th i s  i s  21 

to  make su re  tha t  revenue s t ream tha t  we  22 

ded ica ted  fo r  t hese red  l i gh t  cameras  remai ns  23 

ded ica ted  fo r  t ha t  purpose .  24 

 MR.  BOYLE:    I f  I  cou ld  jus t  respond  to  25 
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tha t  qu i ck ly .   W i th  a l l  due respec t ,  wh ich  I  ha te  2 

s ta r t i ng  ou t  w i th ,  t he  bo t tom l i ne  i s  we  wo n ' t  be  3 

l ook ing  a t  t h is  in  2012 to  be  ab le  to  make up fo r  4 

cu ts  i n  2012 ,  and we  won ' t  be  look ing  a t  th i s  to  5 

make  up cu ts  in  2013 ,  because  we ' re  no t  go in g  to  6 

be  here .   The  bo t tom l ine  is  we ' re  gone a f t e r  7 

th is .   Ju l y  1 ,  boom,  boom,  boom -  no  more  y outh  8 

board ,  no  more  you th  p rograms ,  no  more  no th ing .   9 

I  lose  an  add i t i ona l  $400,000  on  top  o f  the  10 

coun ty  money  because  I  won ' t  be  ab le  to  hav e  11 

ma tch ing  funds  to  be  ab le  to  ge t  t he  o ther  money .   12 

Gone .   Gone.   No  more .   Wave  goodbye .   Pat  won ' t  13 

be  back  he re  aga in .   The re 's  no  reason  to .   14 

Rea l ize  tha t  th i s  i s  i t .  15 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Pat ,  my  po in t  s imp ly  16 

i s  even i f  we  le t  th is  happen  today ,  even i f  we 17 

pu t  the  bond ing  th rough today ,  you ' re  go ing  to  be  18 

fac ing  ex t inc t i on  each  and  eve ry  t ime th is  th ing  19 

comes up .  20 

 MR.  BOYLE:    So  why wou ld  nex t  yea r  be  21 

d i f f e ren t  than th i s  year?  22 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Pat ,  I  unders tand  a l l  23 

o f  t ha t ,  Pat .   Bu t  t he  fac t  rema ins  tha t  we  are  24 

i n  a  pos i t ion  r i gh t  now where  we  can  keep y ou 25 
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guys  who le ,  we can  keep tha t  f und ing  i n  p la ce ,  we 2 

can keep  tha t  f und ing  ded ica ted .   I t  doesn ' t  need 3 

to  come to  th is .   That 's  t he  way  you  surv iv e ,  no t  4 

by  coming begg ing  fo r  $40 mi l l ion  wor th  o f  5 

bo r row ing  today .   And,  by  the  way,  t he re 's  6 

anothe r  $114  mi l l i on  on  th is  ca lendar  today ,  as  7 

we l l ,  in  add i t i on  to  the  40  m i l l ion .  8 

 Th is ,  un fo r tuna te l y ,  i s  no t  go ing  to  end  9 

today ,  and  i t ' s  no t  go ing  to  end  we l l ,  a t  t he  10 

ra te  th ings  a re  go ing ,  i f  th i s  admin is t ra t i on  11 

cont inues  to  fo rce  th i s  i ssue  and to  make y ou 12 

guys  the  scapegoats  fo r  i t .  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Becke r .  14 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    I  don ' t  know i f  i t ' s  15 

wor th  speak ing  because  the  app lause cons is t en t ly  16 

goes  to  the  o the r  s ide  o f  the  a i s le ,  by  pu t t ing  17 

the  - -  18 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    I  d idn ' t  rea l i ze  tha t  19 

we ' re  do ing  th i s  fo r  t he  app lause,  F ran .  20 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    Wel l ,  I 'm  ta l k ing  21 

abou t  the  app lause  o f  the  aud ience .   S i t t in g  up  22 

he re  you  see  the  app lause go ing  to  the  o the r  s ide  23 

o f  t he  a is le .    24 

 I  fee l  i t  bea rs  repeat ing  onc e  aga in .   25 
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The Democra ts  were  i n  charge  e igh t  yea rs ,  p lus  2 

two,  ten  yea rs ,  and because o f  t he i r  i ncomp e tence 3 

and the  mismanagement  o f  t he i r  admin is t ra t i on ,  4 

$310  m i l l i on  th i s  Coun ty  i s  i n  deb t .   So  wh a t  5 

we ' re  t r y ing  to  do  i s  f i x  the  mess  tha t  they  l e f t  6 

beh ind .  7 

 I  app laud ou r  coun ty  execu t i ve  fo r  8 

work ing  day  and  n igh t ,  ba lanc ing  the  budget ,  t o  9 

f i x  the  abso lu te  mess tha t  t hey  le f t ,  and,  o f  10 

course ,  they ' re  work ing  aga ins t  us  each and  every  11 

s tep  o f  the  way .  12 

 They  h ide  beh ind  the  fac t  - -  we l l ,  we 13 

want  th i s  ded ica ted  fund ;  I  suppor ted  tha t  and  14 

cont inue  to  suppor t  tha t .   Bu t  t he re 's  on ly  one 15 

bo t tom l ine  here ,  and I  w ish  tha t  a l l  the  p eop le  16 

i n  the  aud ience  who are  app laud ing  so  hear t ed l y  17 

fo r  them had  ca l led  the i r  o f f i ces  day  in  an d  day  18 

ou t  to  t ry  to  conv ince  them the  bo t tom l ine  he re  19 

i s  i f  they  vo te  fo r  the  bond ing ,  t oday ,  tom or row,  20 

whenever  we need  i t ,  because  o f  the  mess  th ey  21 

l e f t  beh ind ,  they  vo te  fo r  t he  bond ing  and th i s  22 

a l l  goes  away .   I t  abso lu te l y  a l l  goes  away .  23 

 The concep t  tha t  t hey  are  t r y ing  to  se l l  24 

to  you  i s ,  oh ,  you ' re  go ing  to  be  he ld  hos t age  25 
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each  and  eve ry  t ime th is  occu rs .   I t  wasn ' t  us  2 

tha t  eve r  sa id  when we  were  be ing  red i s t r i c ted  by  3 

them tha t ,  ah ,  we weren ' t  go ing  to  bond fo r  them 4 

un t i l  we  go t  the  d is t r i c ts  we  wanted .   Th is  i s  5 

the  most  i nc red ib le ,  d isappo i n t i ng  s i t ua t ion  I ' ve  6 

ever  exper ienced  here  in  the  l eg is la tu re  an d ,  in  7 

l i ke ,  po l i t i cs .   When the  o the r  s ide  o f  the  a i s le  8 

says  un t i l  we  ge t  the  d i s t r i c t s  we  wan t  o r  t h ings  9 

go  the  way  we  want  them,  we ' re  no t  p rov id in g  any  10 

bond ing  fo r  t he  coun ty .   I ' ve  neve r  seen  po l i t i cs  11 

come in to  p lay  here  as  i t  i s  on  the  o the r  s ide  o f  12 

the  a i s le .   They  cer ta in ly  shou ld  be  ashame d o f  13 

themse lves .   I f  th is  occurs  and they  vo te  d own  14 

the  bond ing ,  th i s  w i l l  be  the  lowest  day  in  my  15 

exper ience  he re  as  a  county  l eg i s la to r  ever ,  when 16 

we  cou ldn ' t  work  togethe r  to  th i s  po in t  to  save 17 

the  youth  agenc ies .  18 

 When  I  wa lk  away  today ,  i f  t h i s  bond ing  19 

doesn ' t  occu r  - -  you  may  want  to  app laud  aga ins t  20 

me ,  boo me  as  you ' ve  booed  some o f  us .   The  21 

bo t tom l ine  i s  i t  w i l l  be  the i r  respons ib i l i t y  22 

fo r  no t  pass ing  the  bond  and  a l l ow  us  to  co n t inue 23 

to  p rov ide  the  you th  serv i ces  the i r  money.   Boo 24 

me ,  don ' t  app laud me ,  bu t  tha t ' s  t he  bo t tom  l i ne ,  25 
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whethe r  you can  accept  tha t  f ac t  o r  no t .  2 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Joseph  Smi th .  3 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    That ' s  rea l l y  4 

n i ce .  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Joe  Smi th .    6 

 MR.  SMITH:    I 'm  go ing  to  keep  my remarks  7 

ra ther  b r i e f .   Mos t  o f  wha t  needs to  be  sa i d  I  8 

th ink  has  a l ready  been  sa id .   These are  9 

i nc red ib ly  - -  i t ' s  an  incred i b le  t ragedy  tha t  10 

we ' re  fac ing  w i th  th is  s i t ua t i on  here .  11 

 Back  i n  2009 ,  th is  l eg is la tu re  ac ted  12 

bo ld ly  and  came up  w i th  a  c rea t i ve  so lu t ion  to  13 

what  has  been  an  h is to r i c  abe r ra t i on ,  tha t  i s  14 

cons ider ing  the  v i ta l  se rv ices  fo r  you th  an d  15 

sen iors ,  peop le  su f fe r ing  f rom d rug and a lc oho l  16 

dependency ,  peop le  su f fe r i ng  w i th  menta l  i l l ness ,  17 

t rea t i ng  them as  d isc re t iona ry ,  as  th row-awa ys .   18 

Th is  l eg is la tu re  came up  w i th  a  c rea t i ve  so lu t ion  19 

to  tha t ,  c rea t i ng  a  des ignated  s t ream o f  fu nds  20 

tha t  wou ld  p ro tec t  t hose  serv i ces  in  good t imes 21 

and bad,  tha t  wou ld  pro tec t  t hose se rv ices  a nd  22 

ensu re  tha t  t hey  were  no t  cons idered  23 

d i sc re t i onary .  24 

 You made  a  dec i s ion  then  tha t  you wou ld  25 
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p r io r i t i ze  these  serv i ces ,  t ha t  you wou ld  2 

p r io r i t i ze  those  va lues ,  t he  va lues  tha t  ma ke 3 

Nassau  County  the  grea t  p lace  tha t  i t  once was .   4 

And so  today  we ' re  l ook ing  a t  an  abd ica t ion  o f  5 

tha t ,  an  e l im ina t i on  o f  tha t  bo th  so lu t i on  6 

because we  a re  fac ing  d i f f i cu l t  t imes.   But  tha t  7 

was the  ve ry  pu rpose ,  tha t  was  the  very  pur pose 8 

beh ind  you r  dec i s ion  to  make  th i s  a  des igna ted  9 

s t ream o f  revenue.   So  I  have  on ly  a  coup le  o f  10 

ques t ions .  11 

 One.   I f  i t  was  a  good  so lu t i on  then ,  why 12 

i sn ' t  i t  a  good  so lu t i on  now?   Why ,  i f  i t  w as  the  13 

c rea t i ve  so lu t i on  then ,  why shou ld  i t  be  14 

abandoned today?  15 

 You have  a  cho ice  to  make;  you  can  16 

cont inue  to  p r i o r i t i ze  the  va lues  tha t  you 17 

p r io r i t i zed  i n  2009,  you  can  say ,  you know wha t?   18 

Th is  i s  the  one  sec tor  - -  wha t  o ther  sec tor  in  19 

th is  county  has  taken i t se l f  o f f  t he  genera l  f und 20 

en t i re ly ,  en t i re ly?    21 

 The red  l i gh t  camera  money  was  in tended 22 

to  make up  fo r  l osses ,  t o  p reven t  cu ts .   In  23 

rea l i t y ,  i t  has  rep laced  wha t  was genera l  f und  24 

revenue tha t  was  p rov ided to  suppor t  t hese 25 
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p rog rams .   I 'm go ing  to  use  the  f i gu re  o f  2 

approx imate l y  $15 mi l l ion .   That  was  the re  be fore  3 

red  l i gh t  camera  revenue ,  p rov ided  th rough 4 

genera l  fund  revenue .   Tha t  was taken away.   Tha t  5 

genera l  fund  revenue  tha t  had  been  used to  6 

suppor t  these  p rog rams  has  been used  each y ear  7 

subsequent ly  to  underwr i te  o ther  cos ts  i n  N assau  8 

Coun ty .   So,  ou r  sec to r ,  t he  human  serv i ces  9 

sec tor  has  - -  10 

 FEMALE VOICE:    Your  th ree  m inutes  a re  11 

up .  12 

 MR.  SMITH:   a lways  con t r ibu ted  $15  13 

m i l l ion  a  yea r  toward  the  coun ty 's  f inanc ia l  14 

pos i t i on .   Now we ' re  be ing  to ld  tha t  we ' re  go ing  15 

to  take  the  rep lacemen t  money ,  t he  ded ica te d  16 

s t ream o f  funds  tha t  you  so  bo ld ly  earmarke d  fo r  17 

th is  purpose ,  and we ' re  go ing  to  take  tha t  a way 18 

as  we l l .   Wha t  o ther  sec to r  has  had tha t  oc cur?   19 

So  tha t ' s  the  nex t  ques t ion .  20 

 The f i na l  ques t i on  i s  th is .   And  I  ask  21 

th is  ques t ion  o f  Mr .  Schmi t t  and  I  ask  th is  22 

ques t ion  o f  Mr .  Ab rahams.   I s  th is  doomsday ?   And 23 

each  o f  them,  i nd i v idua l ly ,  separa te ly ,  sa id  yes ,  24 

th is  i s  doomsday .   And  so  my  las t  ques t i on  i s  25 
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th is .   I f  each o f  you,  who  have been  e lec te d  by  2 

the  peop le  o f  Nassau  County  to  rep resent  th e i r  3 

w ishes ,  to  represent  the i r  we l l  be ing ,  t o  b e  the  4 

l eaders ,  t o  make  the  bo ld  dec i s ions .   I f  th i s  i s  5 

fac ing  doomsday ,  how do you leave th is  room  6 

w i thou t  a  so lu t i on  tha t  p reven ts  i t?   That ' s  my 7 

l as t  ques t ion .  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Ford .  9 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Joe .   Joe  Smi th .   You  10 

can see me  over  he re .   You ' re  r i gh t .   How d o  we 11 

leave he re  w i th  th is  t ype  o f  doomsday scenar io?  12 

 I  th ink  - -  and  a  l o t  o f  t imes  I  hear  13 

peop le  ca l l  ou t  f rom the  aud ience tha t  we s hou ld  14 

a l l  wo rk  toge the r ,  bo th  s ides .   We a re ,  w i t hou t  a  15 

doub t ,  d iv ided very  po l i t i ca l l y  up  here .   I  have  16 

sa id  t ime and  t ime  aga in  tha t  I  am w i l l i ng  t o  17 

meet  w i th  anyone ,  to  mee t  w i th  anybody .   I ' ve  18 

ex tended  an inv i ta t i on  to  those on  the  o the r  19 

s ide ,  tha t  we  do  t ry  to  move  away f rom our  20 

po l i t i ca l  s ides  and rea l l y ,  t ru l y  work  on  t he  21 

gove rnmenta l  s ides .   Tha t ,  t o  see whethe r  o r  no t  22 

we  need a  co re  g roup  o f  us  to  s i t  toge ther ,  on  23 

bo th  s ides ,  repub l icans  and democra ts ,  t o  r ea l l y  24 

t ru l y  say  wha t  do  we  need to  do?   How do  we  25 
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ach ieve  to  be  ab le  to  keep  th i s  coun ty  runn ing ,  2 

to  keep a l l  o f  t he  serv i ces  be ing  o f fe red ,  and  3 

maybe jus t  w i thout  hav ing  po l i t i ca l  leaders  4 

b rea th ing  down our  necks ,  to  be  ab le  to  say  what  5 

rea l l y  i s  the  bes t  answer  to  a l l  o f  th is?   Maybe  6 

we  need to  l ook  a t  t h i s  and maybe to  work  w i th  7 

the  coun ty  execu t i ve  qu ie t l y  t o  say  what  8 

i n fo rmat ion  do  we need?  Wha t ' s  be ing  w i thh e ld  9 

f rom us  and how can we  keep t h is  f rom be ing  a  10 

doomsday  today?  11 

 Fo r  me ,  I  th ink  tha t  we rea l l y  have to  12 

move  away f rom our  comfo r tab le  se l ves  and g e t  13 

i n to  an  uncomfo r tab le  s i tua t i on  and f i na l l y  say  14 

i f  we a l l  can ' t  wo rk  togethe r ,  t hen we  m igh t  as  15 

we l l  l e t  eve ry th ing  fa i l .  16 

 Bu t ,  I  t hank  you .  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Denenberg .  18 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Joe .   Joe .   Mr .  19 

Smi th ,  j us t  s tay  the re .   To  answer  you r  que s t i on ,  20 

i t  was  doomsday  in  2009,  j us t  l i ke  i t s  doom sday 21 

now.   That  source  o f  revenue ,  the  red  l i gh t  22 

camera  revenue ,  was ded ica ted  in  a  b ipar t i sa n  23 

way,  when I  was  in  the  major i t y ,  t o  the  you th  24 

board  agenc ies ,  to  ho ld  them who le  a t  tha t  t ime 25 
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and to  never  have to  do  what  you ' re  do ing  t oday  2 

aga in .   So  my  answer  when i t  was  doomsday w as you 3 

dese rve  tha t  fund ing .   Even be fo re  today ,  yo u ' ve  4 

sa id  i t  -  tha t  f und ing  was  su pposed to  no t  j us t  5 

ho ld  you  who le ,  bu t  to  go  to  avo id  those  cu ts .   6 

There ' s  neve r  been  an accoun t ing .   The  red  l igh t  7 

camera  money  has  been to ta l l y  ded ica ted  now ,  8 

w i thou t  even  th i s  leg i s la to r  speak ing ,  desp i te  9 

the  leg i s la t i on ,  as  the  on ly  sou rce  o f  reve nue  10 

fo r  the  cont rac t  agenc ies .   And i t ' s  more  t han  15  11 

m i l l ion ,  so  i t  hasn ' t  even  been a  fa i r  12 

accoun t ing .   Now i t ' s  be ing  taken away .  13 

 So ,  the  answer  was ,  when  i t  was  doomsday ,  14 

tha t  f und ing  was  the re  fo r  you .   And  even be fo re  15 

th is  vo te  tha t  money  has  been  a l lus i ve ,  in  te rms  16 

o f  wha t  the  agenc ies  shou ld  have  been ge t t i ng .   17 

And ins tead o f  t he  county  say ing  thank  you fo r  18 

say ing  no th ing ,  thank  you fo r  be ing  happy w i th  19 

j us t  t he  15  m i l l ion  and le t t i ng  us  use  the  res t  20 

o f  t he  revenue f rom the  red  l i gh t  camera  fo r  t he  21 

genera l  fund ,  even  tha t ' s  be ing  taken away.   So 22 

you had one answer  i n  09 ,  c rea ted  du r ing  23 

doomsday ,  and  now the  answer  apparen t l y  i s  t ake  24 

i t  away.   Bu t  t ha t ' s  t he  wrong  answer .   You  25 
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dese rve  tha t  money ,  pe r iod .  2 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Ford  has  a  3 

response .  4 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    My response  ac tua l l y  5 

wou ld  be  to  Leg is la to r  Denenberg .   Dave,  yo u  6 

b r ing  up  a  l o t  o f  impor tan t  t h ings ,  espec ia l l y  7 

w i th  2009,  a t  t ha t  t ime,  when  we  a l l  worked  8 

toge ther .   I  wou ld  say  to  you  tha t  no t  on ly  when  9 

you th ink  about  the  agenc ies  and  the  serv ic es ,  10 

bu t  we ' re  a l so  l ook ing  a t  because o f  t he  mo ney  11 

and judgments  tha t  a re  go ing  to  be  he ld  aga ins t  12 

the  coun ty ,  t ha t  t he re 's  a  poss ib i l i t y  o f  13 

fu r l ough ing  a  l o t  o f  our  CSEA members .   Man y  14 

today ,  when I  was  dr iv ing  to  work  in  th i s  15 

ho r rendous  weather ,  in  the  s to rm,  the  ra in  j us t  16 

coming  down,  I  happened to  see  a  number  o f  t he  17 

employees work ing  a long L ido  Bou leva rd .   Wi th  the  18 

ra in  pou r ing  down on  them,  they  were  cu t t in g  the  19 

g rass  and they  were  c lean ing  up  debr is .   To  me ,  20 

when  I  l ook  a t  t he i r  devot ion  and the i r  21 

ded ica t i on  to  work ing  fo r  th i s  county ,  I  th ink  22 

tha t  we a l so  have to  take  a  l ook  a t  them an d  23 

remember  tha t  t hey ,  too ,  a lso  need  our  supp or t .  24 

 And I  wou ld  say  to  you  then,  a lso ,  t ha t  25 
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maybe today ,  i f  we  can  mee t  and say  fo r  the  2 

bond ing  today ,  t o ,  l i ke ,  keep  th is  go ing ,  a nd 3 

tha t  I  wou ld  be  w i l l ing  to  mee t  w i th  you  an d  4 

anyone  e lse  eve ry  s ing le  day  un t i l  we cou ld  come 5 

up  w i th  a  compromise  so  tha t  we are  neve r  i n  th i s  6 

po l i t i ca l  pa r t i san  bus iness  aga in ,  and  tha t  we  7 

make  sure  tha t  we a lways  work  toge ther  and we 8 

neve r  have  th is  scenar io  aga in .  9 

 I  ask  you,  Dave  - -  Dav id  - -  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I 'm g lad  they ' re  11 

c lapp ing  fo r  you .   But  you ' re  abou t  to  vo te  12 

aga ins t  them.   I  t h ink  tha t ' s  g rea t .   I 'm v o t i ng  13 

w i th  you  guys .   I 'm no t  vo t i ng  - -  14 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Dav id ,  look  a t  me .  15 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    tha t  we can open  16 

up  un ion  con t rac ts  - -  17 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Dav id ,  I 'm  look ing  a t  18 

you.   Why don ' t  - -  19 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    and bo r row ing  20 

money is  - -  21 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    l ook  a t  me ?  22 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    no t  revenue.   23 

N IFA wan ts  to  see 150 mi l l ion  - -  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  Denenberg ,  you ' re  25 
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ou t  o f  o rder .  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    in  cu ts .  3 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    But  N IFA d idn ' t  say  4 

any th ing ,  even w i th  the  tax  ce r t s .   I t ' s  my  5 

unders tand ing  tha t  t hey  may a l so  suppor t  th e  6 

bond ing  fo r  t he  tax  ce r t s .  7 

 Regard less ,  Dav id ,  even i f  we  do ,  say ,  8 

fo r  a rgument ' s  sake,  we do  keep the  ded ica t ed  9 

funds  w i th in  the  red  l igh t  camera  money.   I s  10 

there  a  guarantee  tha t  t he  l awyers  and  the  j udges 11 

a re  no t  go ing  to  go  a f te r  tha t  money  and  th en 12 

f reeze  tha t  money as  we l l?   When  you  ta l k  a bou t  13 

$41 mi l l ion  now - -  how can  yo u  say ,  because  you 14 

know tha t  the re  are  res idents  in  you r  a rea  tha t  15 

a re  wa i t ing  fo r  the i r  tax  re funds .   How is  i t ,  16 

then  - -  when  you  a lso  say  the re ' s  $400  m i l l i on  17 

more  tha t  we ' re  go ing  to  have  to  pay  back .   And 18 

i f  we don ' t  bond  tha t ,  wha t  a re  we  go ing  to  do ,  19 

take  25  pe rcent  ou t  o f  t he  budge t  o f  Nassau  20 

Coun ty  and  pay  a l l  t ha t  back  because  we ' re  a f ra id  21 

to  bond?   22 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    No .   You  s t i ck  23 

w i th  wha t  - -  t he  word  was tha t  you  were  go in g  to  24 

re fo rm the  assessmen t  sys tem.   Wha t  happene d  to  25 
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tha t?  2 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    I t  i s  be ing  re fo rmed.  3 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Oh ,  come on.   You 4 

took  a  sys tem where  we  were  pay ing  - -  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  Denenberg .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    $50 m i l l ion  a  7 

year  as  you go .  8 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    They ' re  work ing  on  the  9 

back log .  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    F i f t y  mi l l ion  a  11 

year  as  you go .   You  took  tha t  ou t  o f  the  b udget  12 

and you d idn ' t  g ive  i t  t o  anyone .   You  d idn ' t  13 

g i ve  i t  to  anyone.   You jus t  squandered i t .  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    That 's  no t  t he  i ssue .  15 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    There  was $50 16 

m i l l ion  a  yea r ,  pay-as -you -go .   Res idents  ne ve r  17 

wa i ted  fo r  re funds  un t i l  Coun ty  Execut ive  18 

Mangano 's  te rm.   You  took  $50  mi l l ion  ou t  o f  t he  19 

budget  and  you wan t  to  bor row i t .   N IFA sa i d  20 

they ' re  no t  l e t t ing  you bo r row,  pe r iod .   Th ey  21 

j us t  sa id  i t .   You  mus t ' ve  m issed the  meet i ng  on  22 

Wednesday.  23 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    No ,  no ,  no .  24 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Once aga in  I  say  to  25 
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you,  I  w i l l  mee t  w i th  you.   I  w i l l  work  w i t h  any  2 

o f  you  to  t r y  to  come up  w i th  a  compromise  and  to  3 

keep  eve ry th ing  work ing .  4 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Then  don ' t  vo te  5 

today  to  take  the  money away .  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Don ' t  be  pu t t i ng  7 

words  in to  o r  your  i n te rpre ta t ions  i n to  NIFA 's  8 

ac t i ons .  9 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    N IFA  sa id  tha t  i f  10 

the  admin i s t ra t i on  hasn ' t  come up w i th  150 11 

m i l l ion  in  sav ings  - -  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I f  t h i s  bond ing  13 

passes  to  c lear  up  the  back log  tha t  was c re a ted  14 

under  the  fo rmer  county  execu t ive  and the  f o rmer  15 

ma jo r i t y ,  th i s  a l l  goes  away .   Per iod .   I t ' s  t ha t  16 

s imp le .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  i f  18 

you looked  a t  any  o f  t he  se t t l emen ts  tha t  y ou 19 

guys  a re  go ing  to  vo te  fo r  - -  and I  beg you  no t  20 

to .   Eve ry  one o f  these se t t l ements  s t i l l  l eaves  21 

the  las t  two  yea rs  o f  cha l len ges  ou ts tand ing .   So 22 

i t ' s  a  revo lv ing  l ine  o f  c red i t  fo r  those 23 

commerc ia l  bus inesses  tha t  a re  pe t i t ion ing  24 

aga ins t  the  coun ty .   Wha t  d i f f e ren t  i ssue?  I t  25 
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means tha t  you ' re  go ing  to  keep coming  back ,  2 

aga in ,  and  aga in ,  and aga in  and ho ld ing  our  3 

workers  and our  youth  agenc ies ,  and ou r  hea l th  4 

and human se rv i ce  agenc ies  hos tage .  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You keep  coming up  6 

w i th  more  reasons - -  7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    That ' s  no t  8 

so lv ing  the  p rob lem.  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    to  s i t  and  do  no th ing  10 

wh i l e  th is  coun ty  s inks .  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Bo r row ing  is  no t  12 

revenue,  neve r  was  and  never  w i l l  be .  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    L inda D io r io .  14 

 MS.  DIORIO:    My  name is  L inda  D io r io ,  15 

and I  l i ve  i n  Fa rm ingda le ,  and  I 'm  here  to  sha re  16 

my  own  persona l  exper ience .  17 

 Four  yea rs  ago I  l os t  my  19  year  o ld  son  18 

E r ic  t rag i ca l l y  as  a  resu l t  o f  h is  d rug  19 

add ic t ion .   I  was  a  shat te red  she l l  o f  a  pe rson 20 

as  a  resu l t .   I  am g ra te fu l  t ha t  I  had  the  21 

resources  o f  YES ava i l ab le  to  me  as  I  a t tem pted 22 

to  pu t  t he  p ieces  o f  my l i fe  back  toge ther .   23 

A l though  I  had insurance ,  my  coverage prov i ded  no  24 

bene f i t  fo r  counse l i ng .   I  was  f inanc ia l l y  25 
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s t rapped ,  and  YES worked  w i th  me  so  I  cou ld  2 

a f fo rd  the  se rv i ces  I  so  despera te ly  needed .   I t  3 

i s  devas ta t i ng  fo r  a  paren t  t o  have to  bury  a  4 

ch i l d  and I  cou ld  no t  have  pr oper l y  begun to  have 5 

dea l t  w i th  my  g r ie f  w i thou t  p ro fess iona l  6 

gu idance .  7 

 We a re  here  today  as  you  a re  cons ide r ing  8 

cu t t ing  the  fund ing  fo r  the  human se rv ices  9 

agenc ies  who ,  i n  tu rn ,  suppor t  t he  var ious  10 

commun i t y  agenc ies  such as  YES.   I f  you  cu t  the  11 

fund ing  fo r  t he  coun ty  agenc ies ,  you  wou ld ,  in  12 

essence,  be  c r i pp l ing  the  ab i l i t y  o f  t hem t o  - -  13 

o f  t he  agenc ies  they  fund to  func t ion  14 

e f fec t ive l y .  15 

 We a re  i n  the  m ids t  o f  an  ove rwhe lming  16 

d rug  c r i s i s  tha t  i s  des t roy ing  fam i l ies ,  17 

i ncreas ing  c r ime ,  and k i l l i ng  ou r  young.   T he 18 

counse l i ng  cente rs  serve  a  v i t a l  ro le  in  th i s  19 

ba t t le .   They  p rov ide  se rv ices  tha t  beg in  t o  20 

gu ide  the  add ic t  t oward  recove ry ,  suppor t  t he  21 

fami l i es  i n  c r i s is ,  and they  ac t ive l y  reach  ou t  22 

to  educa te  the  communi ty  and  s tudents  on  23 

awareness  and p reven t ion .    24 

 I  pe rsona l ly  have been  invo lved w i th  YES 25 
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on  many occas ions ,  as  we  go to  schoo ls  fo r  2 

pa t i en t  and s tuden t  fo rums  spec i f i ca l l y  gea red  3 

toward  d rug  educat ion .   More  o f ten  than no t ,  t he  4 

commun i t y  agenc ies  a re  the  on ly  p lace  to  go ,  be  5 

i t  f o r  t he  un insured  o r  even  fo r  t hose  w i th  6 

i nsu rance as  a  mul t i tude  o f  p lans  prov ide  7 

i nadequa te  cove rage fo r  the  t rea tmen t  o f  8 

subs tance abuse .    9 

 The day  my  son d ied ,  hope fo r  h i s  10 

recove ry  d ied  w i th  h im .   I f  t he  agenc ies  lo se  11 

th is  fund ing ,  t hey  w i l l  have  to  fu r the r  cur t a i l  12 

o r  e l im ina te  the  p rogram for  add ic t i on ,  and  tha t  13 

hope  fo r  recove ry  tha t  o ther  fam i l ies  ho ld  on to  14 

w i l l  be  d i rec t l y  impac ted .  15 

 Thank you.  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  17 

 Doro thy  Z imar to .  18 

 MS.  Z IMARTO:    Good morn ing .   My  name is  19 

Doro thy  Z imar to .   I 'm cu r ren t l y  a  res ident  o f  20 

Massapequa .   I ' ve  been  the re  fo r  ove r  20  ye a rs .   21 

And i t  was  an  a t t rac t i on  to  res ide  i n  Nassa u  in  22 

Massapequa  because  o f  the  se rv ices  fo r  ch i l d ren .  23 

I ' ve  been u t i l i z ing  the i r  se rv ices  fo r  many  24 

years .  25 
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 I ’m cu r ren t l y  a  s ing le  mothe r  w i th  fou r  2 

ch i l d ren ,  and  one o f  my ch i l d ren  i s  d iagnos ed 3 

w i th  au t ism.   As  a  s ing le  pa rent ,  i t ' s  been  ve ry  4 

d i f f i cu l t  to  p rov ide  suppor t ,  f i nanc ia l  and  5 

emot iona l ,  f o r  my ch i l d ren .   The  you th  serv i ces  6 

o rgan iza t i ons  ava i lab le  have  been t remendou s  in  7 

tha t  suppor t .  8 

 We recen t l y  exper ienced a  fam i ly  c r i s i s  9 

th is  pas t  yea r .   And  the  communi ty  p rograms  tha t  10 

a re  ou t  there  have  been v i ta l  to  ensure  my 11 

ch i l d ren 's  s tab i l i t y ,  phys ica l l y ,  menta l l y ,  12 

mora l l y ,  and  sp i r i tua l l y .   W i thout  t ha t ,  I  wou ld  13 

no t  be  ab le  to  ra i se  those  ch i ld ren  as  I  am.  14 

 I  am p lead ing  fo r  you to  p lease th ink  15 

abou t  what  you ' re  vo t i ng  on  coming  fo rward ,  as  a  16 

pa rent ,  unc le ,  aun t ,  wha teve r  i t  may  be .   T he 17 

impor tance  o f  keep ing  ou r  ch i l d ren  s tab le  a nd 18 

hea l thy .   Our  ch i l d ren  o f  today  are  go ing  t o  be  19 

the  adu l ts  o r  t omor row.   They  need  s tab i l i t y .   20 

They  need suppor ts  as  they  g row and matu re  21 

fo rward .  22 

 Ch i l d ren  these days  face  so  many  23 

d i f f i cu l t i es  in  te rms o f  g row ing  up ,  w i th  p eer  24 

p ressu re ,  d rugs ,  a lcoho l ,  a l l  those ev i l s  t ha t  25 
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a re  ou t  there  cons tan t ly  i n  the i r  faces .   T hey  2 

need  to  know they  have  somewhere  to  go  fo r  he lp ,  3 

fo r  suppor t ,  fo r  gu idance,  espec ia l l y  educa t ion .   4 

Educat ion  is  the  s t rong arm r i gh t  now.   The se 5 

commun i t y  se rv i ces  reach  ou t  t o  pa rents ,  s i ng le  6 

pa rents ,  f u l l  f ami l i es .   They  prov ide  the  s uppor t  7 

i n  the  schoo ls .  8 

 I ’m ve ry  fo r tuna te  to  have  these  9 

se rv ices ,  and  I  need  them to  con t inue.  10 

 Thank you.  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  12 

 Lo r i  Andrade .  13 

 MS.  ANDRADE:   I 'm Lo r i  Andrade  f rom the  14 

Hea l th  and  We l fa re  Counc i l  o f  Long  I s land.   We ' re  15 

the  umbre l la  o rgan iza t ion  fo r  a l l  hea l th  and  16 

human se rv ice  o rgan iza t i ons  i n  Nassau and S u f fo l k  17 

Coun t ies .    18 

 Over  the  pas t  years ,  hea l th  and human 19 

se rv ice  organ iza t i ons  have  been s tand ing  be fore  20 

you reques t ing  no t  on l y  p rompt  con t rac t i ng  and  21 

p rompt  paymen t ,  bu t  p lann ing  to  ensu re  tha t  22 

se rv ices  fo r  those  mos t  vu lne rab le  i n  th is  county  23 

a re  ava i lab le .   A t  t he  same t ime ,  we  have 24 

encouraged  appropr ia te  p lann ing  to  ensure  t he  25 
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c r i t i ca l  p rov is ion  o f  se rv ices  knowing  the  2 

f i nanc ia l  c r i s i s  t ha t  the  coun ty  has  been f ac ing  3 

fo r  the  pas t  yea r .   We o f fe re d  to  be  a  par t  o f  4 

tha t  d iscuss ion .  5 

 We agreed tha t  t he re  wou ld  be  need  fo r  6 

shared  sac r i f i ces  a t  eve ry  l eve l ;  we  do  no t  deny  7 

tha t .   Bu t  we  u rge  you  to  inc lude us  i n  th i s  8 

p rocess  so  tha t  we  can  main ta in  a  sa fe ty  ne t  o f  9 

se rv ices  fo r  those  we se rve .  10 

 We a re  ta l k ing  about  a  popu la t ion  tha t  i s  11 

g row ing and w i l l  con t i nue to  g row,  g iven  th e  12 

economic  cond i t i on  i n  Nassau  County  and 13 

th roughout  New York .   I t  i s  a  popu la t i on  th a t  14 

needs a  sa fe ty  ne t ,  one w i th  bo th  in -governm en t  15 

and ou ts ide  o f  governmen t ,  bo th  func t i on ing  and 16 

s ta f fed  appropr ia te l y ,  whe the r  they  are  rea ch ing  17 

se rv ices  fo r  men ta l  hea l th  o r  ch i l d  p ro tec t i ve  18 

se rv ices .   There  needs  to  be  s ta f f  and  p rog rams 19 

to  suppor t  t he i r  needs .   Cut t i ng  f rom one i s  the  20 

same as  cu t t i ng  f rom the  o the r  because  i t  21 

overs t resses  wha t  rema ins  and  pu ts  the  en t i r e  22 

sys tem a t  r i sk .  23 

 Taxpayers  are  pay ing  the i r  b i l l s  and  they  24 

expect  t he  se rv i ces  tha t  t hey  pay  fo r .   I f  t he re  25 
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was a  road  cons t ruc t ion ,  wou ld  the  county  j us t  2 

dec ide  to  s top  the  road cons t ruc t i on  and  ab andon  3 

the  s i te?   I t ' s  the  same w i th  the  cont rac ts  now.   4 

The coun ty  needs  to  p lan  and  no t i f y  agenc ie s  so  5 

they  can  p lan  approp r ia te l y  as  we l l .  6 

 Wh i le  i t  i s  no t  ou r  job  to  te l l  7 

gove rnment  how to  do  i t s  j ob ,  th is  seems to  be  an  8 

approp r ia te  t ime  to  remind  governmen t  what  par t  9 

o f  i t s  j ob  i s ,  and  tha t  i s  t o  p rov ide  a  sa f e ty  10 

ne t  fo r  i t s  res idents .   P lease  do  f i gu re  ou t  how 11 

to  do  tha t .  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .   L inda 13 

Leonard .  14 

 MS.  LEONARD:    I t ' s  now the  a f te rnoon.   15 

I 'm the  d i rec to r  o f  Long  I s land Cr is is  Cent e r .   16 

We a re  Nassau  Coun ty 's  on l y  24 -hour ,  seven d ay  a  17 

week  c r i s i s  i n te rven t ion  and  su i c ide  p reven t ion  18 

center .   We ' re  funded by  the  Nassau Coun ty  You th  19 

Board ,  bu t  we  se rve  every  c i t i zen  in  Nassau  20 

Coun ty .   We hand le  ove r  10 ,000  c r i s i s  ca l l s  a  21 

year .   The  bo t tom l i ne  i s  we save l i ves .  22 

 I  am imp lo r ing  you  today  -  I 'm  say ing  the  23 

same as  my  co l l eagues be fo re  me -  do  no t  de c imate  24 

a  sys tem.   Do  no t  dec ima te  a  sys tem tha t  ha s  25 
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taken over  45  years  to  bu i ld .   The  sys tem i s  cos t  2 

e f fec t ive .   The  coun ty  ge ts  an  i nc red ib le  b ang  3 

fo r  i t s  buck  w i th  th is  sys tem.   And because  th is  4 

sys tem ex i s t s ,  agenc ies  are  ab le  to  leve rag e  5 

m i l l ions  o f  o the r  do l l a rs  tha t  come in to  th i s  6 

coun ty .   My agency  a lone  has  ha l f  a  mi l l ion  7 

do l l a rs  in  s ta te  money  fo r  H IV  p revent ion  a nd 8 

$100 ,000  in  fede ra l  money fo r  runaway youth .   I t  9 

a l l  goes  away  i f  you  dec imate  th is  sys tem.  10 

 I n  add i t ion ,  ano ther  a rea  o f  be ing  cos t  11 

e f fec t ive  is  we  use vo lun tee rs .   We have  18 0  12 

vo lun tee rs  p rov id ing  th i s  cos t -e f fec t i ve  sys tem,  13 

and ha l f  a  m i l l i on  do l la rs  o f  in -k ind  14 

cont r i bu t i ons .   And i f  you  de c imate  th is  sys tem,  15 

i t  a l l  goes  away  and  you ' re  no t  go ing  to  ge t  i t  16 

back  aga in .  I t  w i l l  take  decades  to  rebu i ld  what  17 

you can b low  away in  one  sma l l  vo te .   Then wha t  18 

happens?   Who  i s  go ing  to  be  the re  a t  3  a .m .  fo r  19 

the  su ic ida l  teen who ca l l s  ou r  ho t l ine  and  wants  20 

to  k i l l  he rse l f  because she i s  be ing  bu l l ie d  i n  21 

schoo l?   A re  you  go ing  to  be  the re?  Who  is  go ing  22 

to  p ick  up  the  k id  who  has  been th rown  away  and 23 

i s  on  the  s t ree t  a t  th ree  o ' c lock  in  the  mo rn ing  24 

and br ing  them to  sa fe  she l te r?   I s  tha t  25 
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someth ing  you  guys  a re  go ing  to  do?  O f  cou rse  2 

no t .   That 's  wha t  we  do.  3 

 You can prevent  th is .   We ' re  ask ing  you 4 

to  no t  l e t  t h is  happen .   F ind  a  way to  no t  l e t  5 

th is  happen.  6 

 Thank you.  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  8 

 Caro l  Wa ldman .  9 

 MS.  WALDMAN:    Good morn ing .   Thank you 10 

ve ry  much fo r  l e t t ing  sen ior  serv i ces  take  par t  11 

i n  th i s  conversa t i on  as  we l l .   My name i s  C aro l  12 

Wa ldman.   I 'm  a  member  o f  the  Nassau  County  13 

Sen ior  Serv i ce  P rov ide rs  Coa l i t i on .   And  a l though 14 

we  rep resent  many agenc ies  on  ag ing  and ser ve  15 

thousands o f  sen io rs  i n  each  o f  your  d is t r i c ts ,  16 

as  repub l i cans  and  democra ts ,  we  come today  w i th  17 

one vo ice .   To  a l l  19  leg i s la to rs  we  say  th i s :   18 

P lease  do  no t  go  down in  h is to ry  as  the  19 

l eg i s la tu re  tha t  shook  th i s  g rea t  founda t io n  o f  a  20 

coun ty  to  i t s  co re  and  devas ta te  i t s  f u tu re .   21 

 A  soc ie ty  i s  no t  j udged on  whe ther  o r  no t  22 

i t  bonds  o r  red i s t r i c t s ,  bu t ,  ra ther ,  and q u i te  23 

s imp ly ,  on  how i t  t r ea ts  i t s  you ths  and i t s  24 

e lde r l y ,  two  vu lne rab le  bu t  s ign i f i can t  seg men ts  25 
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o f  our  popu la t i on  tha t  deserve  you r  a t ten t i on ,  2 

your  compass ion ,  and  you r  respec t .  3 

 You say  tha t  you  wan t  to  a t t rac t  young  4 

peop le  to  the  coun ty  and  assu re  them a  secu re  5 

fu tu re ,  and ye t  you are  cons ider ing  vo t i ng  on  6 

cu t t ing  fund ing  fo r  youth  prog rams .   You  kn ow 7 

tha t  i t ' s  a lmos t  eve ry  o lder  person ' s  hope,  8 

pe rhaps yours  and your  parent s ,  to  remain  i n  th i s  9 

coun ty  and  age in  p lace  - -  ye t ,  you  may deny  them 10 

the  ve ry  resources  to  do  tha t  - -  i n  a  county  tha t  11 

they  bu i l t  so  tha t  you  cou ld  have a  good  l i f e .   12 

Someth ing  is  wrong  w i th  th is  p ic tu re  p rac t i ca l l y ,  13 

e th i ca l l y ,  and mora l l y .  14 

 Don ' t  t r y  to  f i x  one  m is take  w i th  taxes  15 

by  c rea t ing  ano the r  mis take  tha t  w i l l  have a  fa r  16 

g rea te r  cos t  and  ask  us  to  bea r  a  much  g rea ter  17 

bu rden .   So many  o f  ou r  youth  and sen iors  a re  18 

a l ready  a t  r i sk .   Cu t t ing  soc ia l  serv i ce  fu nd ing  19 

w i l l  on l y  inc rease  those  numbers  d ramat i ca l l y ,  20 

add ing  to  the  c r ime ra te  and  the  number  o f  peop le  21 

who w i l l  go  hungry  on  every  l eve l .  22 

 I f  t he re  a re  any  o ther  op t ions ,  any  way 23 

tha t  you  can  f i nd  to  no t  cu t  human  serv i ces ,  24 

exp lo re  them.   I f  there  is  a  reserve  fund,  use  25 
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i t .   A f te r  a l l ,  th is  i s  a  ra iny  day .  2 

 I  am ask ing  the  Ag ing  Commi t tee ,  3 

compr i sed o f  Cha i rman Joseph  Be les i ,  Leg is l a to r  4 

Rose  Walke r ,  Wayne  Wink ,  Jud i  Boswor th ,  Car r ie  5 

So lages ,  F rances  Becker ,  and  V incent  Sca lar a ,  to  6 

l ead  the  cha rge  because you know the  i nva lu ab le  7 

work  be ing  done  on  beha l f  o f  sen io rs  c i t i zen s  8 

th rough the  t remendous  suppor t  o f  ou r  9 

Commiss ioner ,  L i sa  Murphy ' s  depar tment ,  and  the  10 

impact  t ha t  our  se rv ices  have  on  hea l th  and  we l l  11 

be ing ,  no t  j us t  o f  sen io r  bu t  o f  en t i re  12 

commun i t ies .  13 

 Lead  the  cha rge  and encourage  everyone  to  14 

vo te  no t  as  one  repub l ican  b lock ,  no t  as  on e  15 

democra t ic  b lock ,  bu t  as  one  leg is la tu re  on  16 

beha l f  o f  peop le ,  young and o ld ,  t ha t  you w ere  17 

e lec ted  to  represent  and  make  us  p roud  once  aga in  18 

to  be  res iden ts  o f  Nassau Coun ty .  19 

 Thank you.  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .    21 

 Pame la  C la rk .  22 

 MS.  CLARK:    Good a f te rnoon.   I  do  no t  23 

see the  needs  and va lues  o f  sen io rs  and you th  as  24 

be ing  d i sc re t ionary .   I  see  them as  ve ry  25 
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impor tan t  to  ou r  soc ie ty .    2 

 The so le  purpose  o f  gove rnmen t  i s  to  3 

p ro tec t  and de fend  the  peop le  and to  rep rese nt  4 

them.   You  were  a l l  e lec ted  to  rep resent  th e  5 

peop le  o f  th i s  county ,  no t  j us t  the  r i ch  an d  6 

power fu l ,  no t  j us t  t he  v iews  o f  one po l i t i c a l  7 

pa r t y ,  bu t  a l l  peop le .   Our  gove rnment  has  worked 8 

because i t  has  fo l lowed th is  manda te  and  pe op le  9 

o f  oppos ing  v iews have  negot ia ted ,  med ia ted ,  and  10 

found so lu t i ons  tha t  p rov ide  fo r  t hose  who can  11 

he lp  themse lves  as  we l l  as  those  who  cannot  he lp  12 

themse lves .   Tha t  i s  no t  wha t ' s  happen ing  h e re .  13 

 The po la r i za t ion ,  bu l l y i ng  and  th rea ts  14 

tha t  a re  be ing  vo i ced do  no t  rep resent  the  n eeds  15 

o f  t he  major i t y  o f  t he  peop le  in  the  county .   The 16 

most  vu lne rab le  and f ra i l ,  t hose  leas t  ab le  to  17 

speak ou t  fo r  t hemse lves  a re  be ing  18 

d i senf ranch ised .   19 

 The sen ior  popu la t ion  in  Nassau Coun ty  i s  20 

g row ing annua l l y .   These  a re  the  peop le  who  bu i l t  21 

Nassau  County ,  worked he re ,  pa id  taxes  here  22 

th roughout  the i r  l i ves .   The i r  on l y  p rob lem  is  23 

they  happened  to  l i ve  too  long  dur ing  pe r io ds  o f  24 

rea l  economic  seve r i ty .   I  don ' t  see  tha t  a s  a  25 
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reason  to  e l im ina te  them f rom ge t t ing  the  2 

bene f i ts  t ha t  t hey  need.  3 

 They ' re  be ing  th rea tened  w i th  loss  o f  4 

se rv ices  tha t  a re  necessary  to  the i r  surv iv a l .   5 

They  a re  be ing  p revented  f rom access ing  ser v ices  6 

tha t  a l l ow  them to  age  a t  home w i th  d ign i ty ,  7 

ma in ta in ing  the i r  independence  fo r  as  long as  8 

they  sa fe l y  can  do  so .   I f  t hey  lose  these 9 

se rv ices  some w i l l  d ie ,  some w i l l  exhaus t  t he  10 

resources  o f  the i r  adu l t  ch i l d ren ,  mos t  o f  whom 11 

a re  ra is ing  the i r  own ch i l d ren ,  and some wi l l  be  12 

fo rced  in to  nurs ing  home and  care  fac i l i t ie s ,  13 

wh ich  w i l l  cos t  the  coun ty  more  than  the  se r v i ces  14 

than  we prov ide .  15 

 I ’m a  sen ior .   I  l i ve  in  Mer r i ck .   I 'm  16 

a l so  d i rec to r  o f  t he  sen io r  t eam o f  se rv ice s  a t  17 

Fami ly  and  Ch i l d ren  Assoc ia t i on ,  and  I 'm  a  member  18 

o f  t he  Sen io r  Coa l i t ion ,  t he  Coa l i t i on  o f  S en ior  19 

Serv ice  Prov ide rs .    20 

 We can ' t  deny  these peop le  th e i r  21 

i ndependence ,  the i r  d ign i t y ,  and  the i r  con t ac ts  22 

w i th  the i r  communi ty .   Cut t i ng  the  serv i ces  to  23 

the  youth  o f  th i s  coun ty  w i l l  abandon those  tha t  24 

a re  the  fu tu re  o f  the  coun ty .   They  w i l l  lo se  25 
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access  to  suppor t i ve  serv i ces  and counse l in g ,  2 

she l te r ,  educat ion ,  fami ly  suppor t ,  the  l i s t  goes  3 

on  and  on .   Fami ly  and  Ch i ld ren ' s  Assoc ia t i on  4 

recent ly  had  to  c lose  bo th  i t s  men ta l  hea l t h  5 

fac i l i t i es ,  wh ich  se rved  ove r  600 peop le ,  a nd had 6 

been  the re  fo r  many,  many,  many years .   I  u sed  to  7 

be  d i rec to r  o f  one  o f  them.  8 

 Many  o f  the  you th  w i l l  end  up  dropp ing  9 

ou t  o f  schoo l ,  many w i l l  end  up  runn ing  in  gangs ,  10 

many  w i l l  end  up  in  cour t  sys tems and poss i b ly  11 

j a i l ,  wh ich  w i l l  a lso  cos t  more  than  p rov id ing  12 

se rv ices  a t  home and  in  commun i t y  centers .   Many  13 

fami l i es  w i l l  buck le  under  th e  p ressures  o f  14 

t r y ing  to  cope w i th  these.  15 

 S ta te ,  county ,  and  - -  i f  eve ryone wou ld  16 

j us t  work  together ,  un i f y  to  b r i ng  the  most  17 

power fu l  and  - -  I  los t  my p la ce  he re .   I f  a l l  o f  18 

you wou ld  jus t  s i t  down toge ther  and  negot i a te ,  19 

med ia te ,  and  work  toge ther  to  p rov ide  se rv i c es  to  20 

ma in ta in  the  qua l i t y  o f  l i fe  i n  th is  County ,  I  21 

cannot  imag ine  - -  I  know tha t  many  corpo ra t i ons  22 

you ' re  t ry ing  to  l u re  in to  th i s  coun ty  to  h e lp  23 

w i th  the  f inanc ia l  c r i s i s .   Who wou ld  want  to  24 

b r ing  the i r  f am i l i es  here  when  they  see tha t  a l l  25 
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o f  t he  serv i ces  tha t  wou ld  be  there  fo r  fam i l i es  2 

and e lde r l y  a re  go ing  to  be  dec ima ted?  3 

 CLERK MULLER:    Your  th ree  m inutes  have 4 

exp i red .  5 

 MS.  CLARK:    P lease re tu rn  to  your  6 

o f f i ces  de te rmined  to  f i nd  a  way  to  work  to gethe r  7 

and pro tec t  those who look  to  you fo r  ass is t ance .   8 

Many  o f  them or  the i r  pa rents  o r  ch i ld ren  v o ted  9 

fo r  you.   You  owe them someth ing .  10 

 And I  was  reminded  th i s  morn ing  as  I  was  11 

d r iv ing  down  he re  tha t  a lmos t  11  yea rs  ago the  12 

en t i re  county ,  s ta te ,  wor ld ,  and  na t iona l  13 

gove rnments  un i ted  i n  a  t ime  o f  c r is is .   I  don ' t  14 

th ink  tha t  t h is  one is  any  b igge r  than  tha t  one 15 

was.   And ye t  when  I  was  d r i v ing  to  work  w i th  the  16 

Red Cross  in  Manha t tan ,  wh ich  I  d id  fo r  man y  17 

n igh ts ,  I  d rove  a long Nor the rn  Bou leva rd  an d  i t  18 

was l i ned w i th  peop le  o f  a l l  ages ,  a l l  s izes ,  19 

l i t t le  ch i ld ren ,  e lder ly  peop le ,  eve ry  race ,  20 

e thn ic ,  cu l tu ra l  un i ty  tha t  you cou ld  have in  21 

th is  a rea ,  and they  were  a l l  ho ld ing  cand le s  and  22 

they  were  a l l  pay ing  t r i bu te  to  those tha t  were  23 

work ing  - -  i t  was  the  on ly  avenue in to  the  C i t y  24 

a t  t ha t  t ime  - -  tha t  were  go i ng  in to  the  C i t y  to  25 
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he lp ,  to  those who  had  been los t ,  to  those who  2 

were  g r iev ing  the  losses .   I  t h ink  you  cann o t  3 

rep l i ca te  someth ing  l i ke  tha t  by  e l im ina t in g  a l l  4 

the  se rv ices  he re .  5 

 Thank you fo r  your  t ime.  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Tom Bruno .  7 

 MR.  BRUNO:    Good morn ing .   I  come here  8 

aga in  today  to  ask  you  a l l  j us t  to  cons ider  9 

what 's  go ing  to  happen  today .   We,  as  a  gro up,  10 

have  bu i l t  a  p remier  you th  se rv i ce  sys tem i n  th i s  11 

Coun ty .   The re  a re  thousands  and  thousands and  12 

thousands o f  young  peop le  who  go  to  a f te r -sc hoo l  13 

p rog rams ,  who  go  to  a f te r - schoo l  rec rea t ion  14 

p rog rams  who  are  go ing  to  be  on  the  s t ree ts .   15 

Th ink  abou t  th i s .   Our  cou r t s ,  our  po l i ce ,  our  16 

j a i l s  a re  go ing  to  be  f l ooded  w i th  these  yo ung  17 

peop le  who  a re  l ook ing  fo r  someth ing  pos i t i ve  in  18 

the i r  l i ves .  19 

 When  I  f i r s t  s ta r ted  th i s  s tu f f  back  i n  20 

the  70 's ,  my  ma in  goa l  was  to  g i ve  ou t  ba ts  and 21 

ba l l s  to  the  k ids  in  H icksv i l l e .   Over  the  yea rs ,  22 

what  I  am do ing  now,  I  never  wou ld  have ima g ined  23 

I  am do ing  today .   I  wou ld  have neve r  though t  24 

abou t  hav ing  peop le  come to  my  p lace  look in g  fo r  25 
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food ,  look ing  fo r  she l te r ,  t h ink ing  abou t  e nd ing  2 

the i r  own l i ves .   We a re  ta l k ing  about  dea l i ng  3 

w i th  the  e l im ina t i on  o f  ou r  most  na tura l  re source  4 

-  ou r  young peop le .  5 

 P lease ,  work  togethe r  today .   I  know you  6 

can do  th i s  fo r  us .   Not  fo r  us ,  f o r  t h i s  C oun ty .   7 

Do  wha t  you a l l  can  to  make th is  work .   Th i s  8 

sys tem i s  inva luab le .  9 

 Thank you ve ry  much.  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Kope l .  11 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Thank you ,  P res id ing  12 

O f f i ce r .  13 

 You know I 'm  s i t t i ng  here  and  l i s ten ing  14 

to  speaker  a f te r  speaker  come up  here  and t e l l  us  15 

why we  ought  no t  t o  do  someth ing  to  dec imat e  16 

youth  se rv ices  o r  the  o the r  ve ry ,  ve ry  impo r tan t  17 

se rv ices  tha t  we  a l l  know we  need.   And i t  seems  18 

to  me tha t  - -  a t  l eas t  i n  tha t  par t i cu la r  as pec t ,  19 

you ' re  j us t  p reach ing  to  the  cho i r .   The re ' s  no t  20 

a  s ing le  person  on  th i s  da is ,  no t  one,  who th ink  21 

i t ' s  a  good idea  to  cu t  se rv i ces .   Not  one.  22 

 We ' re  a l l  ta l k ing  abou t  ded ica ted  funds ,  23 

and money is  fung ib le .   I t ' s  l i ke  wa te r .   I t  goes  24 

where  there ' s  a  vacuum.   And i f  there  is  a  25 
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vacuum,  in  o the r  words ,  i f  you  take  th is  mo ney  2 

away  f rom one  p lace ,  i f  you  b lock  o f f  a  cer ta in  3 

source  o f  money ,  when there ' s  a  vacuum - -  an d 4 

we 've  go t  a  vacuum r igh t  now in  te rms o f  th e  5 

poss ib i l i t y  o f  peop le  ac tua l l y  a t tach ing  cou nty  6 

funds  - -  money w i l l  come f rom somewhere  e ls e .   I t  7 

w i l l .   I t  has  to .   I t ' s  jus t  a  na tura l  f o rc e .   I t  8 

f l ows.  9 

 Now,  wha t  we ' re  rea l l y  say ing  is  don ' t  10 

cu t  Area  A .   Wha t  we ' re  say ing  i s  then  go  c u t  11 

A rea  B .   Wha t  a re  the  Area  B  tha t  we  shou ld  cu t?   12 

I 'm ask ing  the  o ther  s ide .   T hat 's  number  on e.  13 

 There  are  on ly  severa l  ways  o f  reso lv ing  14 

th is  k ind  o f  p rob lem -  e i t he r  we  go ahead a nd cu t  15 

A rea  B ,  C,  and D ,  iden t i f y  t hem,  o r  we  go a head 16 

and do  th i s  bond ing  he re .   And ,  by  the  way,  I  am 17 

no  fan  o f  bond ing .   The on ly  reason tha t  I  w ou ld  18 

ever  vo te  fo r  t h is  i s  the  assu rance and the  hope  19 

tha t  we are  ac t i ve ly  work ing  towards  and  en d  o f  20 

bond ing  in  the  nex t  two years  o r  so .   So  we  can 21 

e i ther  cu t  more ,  o r  we  can  bond i t  r igh t  no w,  o r ,  22 

th ree ,  we can  ra ise  taxes .   23 

 We ' re  faced w i th  a  menu o f  rea l l y  bad 24 

cho ices .   We ' re  faced w i th  a  rea l l y  bad men u .   25 
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And we 've  dec ided,  a t  leas t  on  th i s  s ide ,  t ha t  2 

pe rhaps the  l eas t  bad cho ice  fo r  t oday  i s  t o  do  3 

th is  bond ing .   I t ' s  no t  a  good  cho ice .   I t ' s  a  4 

bad cho ice .   Bu t  i t ' s  the  leas t  bad cho ice .  5 

 To  go  ahead and  ra ise  taxes ,  i t ' s  anothe r  6 

ve ry  bad  s i t ua t i on .   Peop le  ta lk  about  what  they  7 

see dr iv ing  up  here .   I  see ,  when I  d r ive  a round ,  8 

empty  s to res  and  fo r  ren t  s igns  on  bu i ld ing s  a l l  9 

over  the  p lace .   We can ' t  ra i se  taxes .   I t  j us t  10 

won ' t  work  anymore .   And  tha t ' s  on  bus inesse s .   11 

Homeowners  a re  su f fe r i ng .   A l l  o f  you  know i t .   12 

Every  one o f  you  knows  i t .  13 

 So ,  I 'm jus t  go ing  to  end w i th  th i s  p lea  14 

to  the  o ther  s ide ,  t o  the  Democra ts  on  th is  da is .   15 

Cons ider .   We 've  go t  a  menu o f  bad  cho ices .   Jus t  16 

s imp ly  say ing ,  we 've  go t  t o  do  th i s ,  we ' ve  go t  t o  17 

ma in ta in  you th  serv i ces ,  we 've  go t  t o  ma in t a in  18 

th is ,  tha t ,  and  the  o the r ,  t hen go  ahead  an d  19 

ma in ta in  i t .   Because we 've  go t  these bad 20 

cho ices .   And  i f  you  don ' t  wan t  to  main ta in  i t ,  21 

te l l  us  what  the  o ther  bad  cho ices  tha t  you  wou ld  22 

do ,  because I  can ' t  f i gu re  i t  ou t .  23 

 Thank you.  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Ar lene  O 'De l l .  25 
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 MS.  O 'DELL :    Good  a f te rnoon .   Thank  you  2 

fo r  g i v ing  me  th is  oppor tun i t y  to  speak.   M y  name 3 

i s  A r lene O 'De l l ,  and I  am the  execu t i ve  d i rec to r  4 

o f  t he  C i t y  o f  G len  Cove  Yout h  Bureau and a  5 

member  o f  the  Nassau  County  Coa l i t ion  fo r  Y outh  6 

Serv ice  Agenc ies .   I  s tand  he re  today  w i th  my 7 

co l l eagues  f rom the  Youth  Coa l i t ion  and the  8 

Sen ior  Coa l i t ion  to  ask  you to  pu t  as ide  yo u r  9 

pa r t y  l i nes  and  do  the  r igh t  t h ing  fo r  t he  10 

res idents  o f  Nassau Coun ty ,  t he  peop le  who vo ted  11 

you in to  o f f i ce .  12 

 I  cannot  be l i eve  tha t  the  ma jo r i t y  o f  13 

peop le  i n  Nassau  County  wou ld  no t  want  to  s ee 14 

se rv ices  fo r  you ths  and sen io rs  cont inue  in  the  15 

coun ty  they  res ide  i n .  16 

 The Glen  Cove  Youth  Bureau  sees  over  300  17 

youth  a  day  i n  a f te r -schoo l  and summer  p rog r ams.   18 

The scope o f  the  work  the  Glen  Cove Youth  B ureau  19 

does  w i th  you th  and the i r  fam i l i es  range  f r om 20 

academic  enr i chmen t  p rog rams ,  mentor ing ,  yo u th  21 

employment ,  commun i t y  se rv ice  learn ing  p ro j ec ts ,  22 

youth  leadersh ip ,  ac t i v i t i es  gea red to  enr i ch ing  23 

and enhanc ing  l i fe ,  and fami l y  serv i ce  24 

ass i s tance .    25 
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 The Glen  Cove  Youth  Bureau  rece ives  2 

fund ing  f rom the  county ,  t he  C i t y  o f  G len  C ove ,  3 

the  s ta te  and  p r iva te  funds  to  he lp  w i th  th e  work  4 

we  do.   I f  t he  county  d id  no t  suppor t  us ,  i t  5 

wou ld  be  d i f f i cu l t  t o  leve rage  the  o ther  fu nd ing  6 

sources .   Wha t  tha t  means is  the  G len  Cove You th  7 

Bureau  wou ld  no t  be  ab le  to  work  w i th  over  300  8 

youth  and the i r  fami l i es  a  day .   Th ink  abou t  9 

th is ;  where  wou ld  these youth  go  a f te r  scho o l  and 10 

du r ing  the  summer?   How cou ld  the i r  pa rents  work  11 

i f  t hey  cou ld  no t  a f fo rd  ch i l d  care?   How m any  12 

fami l i es  w i l l  need  to  go  on  pub l ic  ass is tan ce 13 

because there  a re  no  you th  p rograms fo r  the i r  14 

ch i l d ren  to  a t tend  wh i le  they  work?   Wha t  a bou t  15 

a l l  the  s ta f f  employed  by  the  agency?  They  no  16 

l onger  w i l l  have  an  income,  they  w i l l  no  lo nger  17 

suppor t  the  economy,  and  they  may no  longer  l i ve  18 

i n  Nassau County .  19 

 I  am aware  tha t  you have  heard  a l l  o f  20 

th is  be fore .   And,  hones t l y ,  we are  as  t i re d  o f  21 

say ing  i t  as  you  a re  o f  hear i ng  i t .   The  red  22 

l i gh t  camera  fund was es tab l i shed so  we wou ld  no t  23 

have  to  s tand  be fo re  you  mon th  a f te r  mon th  24 

begg ing  fo r  f und ing .  25 
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 Many  o f  you vo ted  to  make th i s  l aw ,  and 2 

the  repub l icans  assu red tha t  a  separa te  fun d  was  3 

es tab l i shed - -  as  es tab l i shed  by  l aw ,  was 4 

ac tua l l y  se t  up .   And now you  want  to  do  aw ay 5 

w i th  the  red  l i gh t  camera  fund ing  to  you th ,  6 

sen iors ,  men ta l  hea l th ,  and ve ts ,  a f te r  we were  7 

asked to  f igh t  f o r  t he  cameras  and  in  re tu r n  the  8 

revenue wou ld  ensu re  tha t  we  wou ld  no t  rece ive  9 

cu ts  and  be  seen  as  d i sc re t i onary .   Are  we not  t o  10 

be l i eve  what  ou r  l eg is la to rs  p romise  us?  11 

 Aga in ,  I  ask  you  today  to  do  wha t  i s  bes t  12 

fo r  the  peop le  you  a re  serv ing ,  espec ia l l y  t hose  13 

tha t  a re  mos t  vu lnerab le .  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  15 

 George  S iberon.  16 

 MR.  S IBERON:    Good a f te rnoon .   I ’m 17 

George  S iberon.   I ’m  the  execu t i ve  d i rec tor  o f  18 

the  Hempstead  H ispan ic  C iv ic  Assoc ia t i on .   A t  19 

anothe r  t ime  I  was  the  execu t i ve  d i rec to r  o f  t he  20 

Nassau  County  Youth  Board .   I  have  been bef o re  21 

th is  l eg is la tu re  on  o the r  t im es,  i n  be t te r  t imes ,  22 

to  ask  and  to  work  w i th  you to  b r i ng  add i t i ona l  23 

fund ing  to  the  you th  board .   I t  was  du r ing  the  24 

t ime  in  wh ich  I  was  execut ive  d i rec tor  o f  t he  25 
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Nassau  County  Youth  Board  where  a lmost  a  mi l l i on  2 

add i t i ona l  do l l a rs  were  pu t  i n to  the  you th  board  3 

to  dea l  w i th  the  very  se r ious  issue o f  gang s .  4 

 We unders tand  - -  o r  I  do  - -  t ha t  we ' re  5 

a l so  p reach ing  to  the  chorus  when i t  comes to  6 

youth  se rv ices .   I  am no t  - -  do  no t  fee l  tha t  7 

there  is  anybody  in  th is  l eg i s la tu re  who  is  8 

opposed to  youth  serv i ces .   I  unders tand  tha t .  9 

 I n  2009,  i n  l eaner  t imes ,  in  more  10 

d i f f i cu l t  t imes ,  t he  You th  Board  Coa l i t i on  was  11 

asked to  go  to  A lbany  and advoca te  on  beha l f  o f  12 

th is  county ,  to  b r ing  in  the  red  l igh t  came ras .   13 

We d id  tha t .   We  wen t  to  A lbany  in  a  snowst o rm,  14 

w i th  some o f  my  co l l eagues ,  i nc lud ing  a  dear ly  15 

depar ted  J im  Har tne t t ,  and  we  spoke to  the  16 

l eg i s la to rs  i n  A lbany .   I t  was  done w i th  a  very  17 

c lea r l y  unders tand ing  tha t  t he  fund ing  tha t  wou ld  18 

come f rom the  red  l i gh t  cameras  be  ded ica te d  19 

spec i f i ca l l y  to  youth  se rv ices  and  o ther  hum an  20 

se rv ices .   That  was a  compac t  tha t  we made w i th  21 

a l l  o f  t he  l eg i s la to rs  here .   I t  was  an  agr eemen t  22 

tha t  we wou ld  take  you th  serv i ces  and o ther s  and  23 

no t  have  i t  be  a t  some po in t  pu t  i n to  jeopa rdy  24 

based on  whe the r  o r  no t  we  had  fund ing  i n  t he  25 
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coun ty .   Tha t  compac t  now,  today ,  i s  be ing  ta l ked 2 

abou t ,  e l im ina ted  tha t  compac t .   Where  i s  t he  3 

money then  go ing  to  come f rom the  coun ty  to  fund  4 

ou r  p rog rams?  5 

 We have 48 ,  48  communi ty -base d  6 

o rgan iza t i ons  p rov id ing  v i ta l  se rv ices  to  t he  7 

youth  in  our  communi ty .   You  a lso  have  hear d  tha t  8 

we  use  the  money  f rom the  coun ty  fo r  you th  9 

se rv ices  and  we  leve rage  tha t  fund ing  to  ge t  10 

m i l l ions  o f  add i t i ona l  mon ies .   What  i s  go i ng  to  11 

happen  to  ou r  ch i l d ren?  12 

 We unders tand ,  o r  a t  l eas t  I  do ,  t ha t  13 

there  are  some very  c r i t i ca l  dec is ions  tha t  you 14 

have  to  make ,  and tha t  t he re  a re  two  ways  o f  15 

l ook ing  a t  i t ,  f rom bo th  s ides  o f  the  a i s le .   16 

What  we ' re  request ing  is  t ha t  you take  o f f  t he  17 

no t i on  tha t  you ' re  go ing  to  repea l  t he  l aw tha t  18 

you passed  fo r  ded ica t ing  the  money f rom re d  19 

l i gh t  cameras  to  the  you th  board  and  o ther  human  20 

se rv ices  p rog rams.  21 

 Thank you.  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Pe te r  Levy .   Peter  23 

Levy?  24 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   25 
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 Caro l  O 'Ne i l l .  2 

 MS.  O 'NEILL:    I t ' s  no  l onger  morn ing .   3 

Good  a f te rnoon.   My name i s  Caro l  O 'Ne i l l ,  and  4 

I 'm a  member  o f  the  Sen ior  Se rv i ces  Coa l i t i o n .   5 

I ' ve  been a  p rov ider  o f  sen io r  serv i ces  fo r  over  6 

25  yea rs  and  I ' ve  seen  i t  a l l .    7 

 I ' ve  s tood  be fo re  th is  body  many  t imes  8 

and have  advoca ted  fo r  serv i ces  fo r  sen io rs .   9 

Th is  t ime,  i f  you ' ve  heard  be fore ,  some o f  us  are  10 

advoca t ing  fo r  sen io rs  and  you th .   Why  i s  t ha t?   11 

That 's  because tha t ' s  two ends  o f  the  spec t rum.   12 

The sen iors ,  as  o the r  peop le  have sa id  be fo re ,  13 

have  bu i l t  Nassau Coun ty .   They  made  i t  wha t  i t  14 

i s  t oday .   They  l i ved  longer  than anyone  ex pec ted  15 

to  and  they  pay  more  taxes  than anyone .   The y  16 

a l so  a re  very ,  very  respec t fu l  o f  ch i l d ren .   They  17 

l ove  ch i ld ren .   They  don ' t  wan t  to  see  p rog rams 18 

fo r  ch i l d ren  demol ished because they  rea l i z e  tha t  19 

ch i l d ren  a re  ou r  fu tu re .   So  you ' re  look ing  a t  20 

two popu la t i ons  -  the  peop le  who  bu i l t  Nassa u 21 

Coun ty  and  the  peop le  we ' re  coun t ing  on  to  make 22 

Nassau  County  a  g rea t  coun ty  once aga in .  23 

 So  I 'm  ask ing  you or  l e t t i ng  you  know 24 

tha t  t he  Sen ior  Se rv ice  Prov iders  Coa l i t ion  is  25 
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opposed to  two th ings .   We ' re  opposed to  an y  cu ts  2 

to  sen io r  and youth  prog rams ,  and tha t  i nc lu des  3 

menta l  hea l th  p rog rams  as  we l l ,  and we  oppo se any  4 

e f fo r t s  to  red i rec t  the  revenue f rom the  re d  5 

l i gh t  cameras  f rom con t rac t  soc ia l  serv i ce  6 

agenc ies .  7 

 There  are  ove r  286 ,000  sen io rs ,  peop le  8 

over  the  age  o f  60  who  l i ve  i n  Nassau County ;  9 

many  o f  them are  here  today ,  and  I 'd  l i ke  s ome o f  10 

them to  s tand  up .   Wou ld  the  sen io rs  p lease  s tand 11 

up?  They  came th rough  the  monsoon .   They  w a lked  12 

th rough the  wate r  w i th  the i r  wa lke rs  and  th e i r  13 

canes and they  came he re  because  they  wante d  to  14 

see you a l l .   They  wan ted to  see  the i r  15 

l eg i s la to rs  i n  ac t ion .   They  wan ted to  hear  what  16 

you had to  say  above  p ro tec t i ng  the i r  se rv i ces .   17 

They  a lso  rep resen t  20  percen t  o f  the  popu l a t i on .   18 

Th is  20  pe rcent  o f  t he  popu la t ion  vo tes .  19 

 Th i r ty  percen t  o f  a l l  househo lds  i n  20 

Nassau  County  a re  ca r ing  fo r  an  ag ing  fami l y  21 

member .   So i t  doesn ' t  mat te r  i f  you ' re  abo ve 60  22 

o r  under  60 ,  you ' re  be ing  a f fec ted  by  the  a ge 23 

d i f f e ren t i a l .  24 

 R igh t  now the re  are  sen ior  c i t i zens  who 25 
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a re  on  wa i t i ng  l i s ts  fo r  Mea ls  on  Whee ls  an d  to  2 

ge t  IS IP  home ca re  serv i ces .   What  w i l l  hap pen  i f  3 

the  money f rom the  red  l igh t  camera  is  no  l onger  4 

d i rec ted  to  fund  our  p rograms?   What  w i l l  h appen  5 

when  $40 ,000  is  cu t  f rom the  budge t?   I  wan t  to  6 

g i ve  eve ryone  jus t  a  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  a  h is to r y  7 

l esson .  8 

 I n  2008,  the re  were  dras t i c  cu ts  to  9 

sen ior  p rograms .   I t  t h rea tened the  l i ves  -  yes ,  10 

th rea tened  the  l i ves  -  o f  sen io r  c i t i zens  m ost  i n  11 

need  o f  these  se rv ices .   These  a re  the  ones  who 12 

a re  85  and  o lde r .   They ' re  m inor i t y  sen io rs  w i th  13 

ve ry ,  ve ry ,  very  severe  hea l th  cond i t i ons .   14 

They ' re  sen io rs  who l i ve  a lone ;  they  can  no  15 

longer  shop,  cook ,  o r  p repare  mea ls  fo r  16 

themse lves .   When fund ing  fo r  Nassau  County  17 

sen ior  cen te rs  was  cu t ,  sen io rs  came in  and  we  18 

were  d i rec t i ng  them to  - -  you ' re  en t i t led  to  come 19 

in to  the  cen ter ;  we can no  lo nger  p rov ide  20 

t ranspor ta t i on  fo r  you .   You  can  b r ing  i n  a  21 

sandwich  and  you  can  en joy  the  ac t iv i t ies .   I t  22 

b roke ou r  hea r t s .   I t  b roke ou r  hear ts .  23 

 We a lso  tu rned back  veh ic les  because  we 24 

had no  money  fo r  t he  i nsurance ,  no  money  fo r  t he  25 
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gas  to  t ranspor t  peop le ,  and we la id  o f f  a  l o t  o f  2 

peop le ,  many  o f  them s ing le  pa rents ,  very  l ow 3 

i ncome peop le .   I t  was  a  d isas te r .   The on l y  4 

th ing  tha t  ba i l ed  us  ou t  a t  t ha t  t ime was t he  ARA 5 

money - -  6 

 CLERK MULLER:    Your  th ree  m inutes  have 7 

exp i red .  8 

 MS.  O 'NEILL:    f rom the  fede ra l  9 

gove rnment ,  t he  Amer ican  Recovery  Re inves tm ent  10 

Ac t  o f  2009.   I t ' s  no t  t he re  anymore .   Ther e 's  no  11 

one le f t  t o  ba i l  us  ou t .   Today,  t he re  a re  more  12 

o lde r  adu l ts  in  Nassau  County  than  in  2008.   A t  13 

the  same t ime ,  fund ing  has  dec reased .  14 

 The human to l l  o f  e l im ina t ing  or  cu t t i ng  15 

se rv ices  wou ld  be  devas ta t ing  to  the  thousa nds  o f  16 

sen iors  c i t i zens  who  have a l ready  su f fe red  the  17 

l oss  o f  the i r  hea l th ,  the i r  i ncome,  the i r  f ami ly  18 

and the i r  f r i ends .  19 

 CLERK MULLER:    Your  th ree  m inutes  have 20 

exp i red .  21 

 MS.  O 'NEILL:    Okay .   May is  Sen io r  22 

C i t i zens  Mon th ,  bu t  there  is  no  joy  in  Nass au 23 

Coun ty  because o f  the  proposed  cu ts .  24 

 As  l eg is la to rs  you  v is i t ed  ou r  sen io r  25 
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centers ,  you  road a long on  the  Mea ls  on  Whe e ls  2 

run ,  you 've  a lso  gone to  g raduat ions  fo r  a t - r i sk  3 

youth ;  t hese  were  photo  oppor tun i t ies .   I ' d  l i ke  4 

you to  remember  tha t  t hese  a re  no  photo  5 

oppor tun i t ies .   They  a re  rea l  peop le ,  and r ea l  6 

peop le  ge t  hu r t  when  the i r  v i t a l  serv i ces  a re  7 

cu t .  8 

 W i thou t  your  he lp ,  v i t a l  and  l i f e  9 

sus ta in ing  se rv i ces  w i l l  be  cu t  by  m i l l i ons  o f  10 

do l l a rs .   You  know the  need i s  g rea t .   You know 11 

the  t ime  i s  now to  p revent  wa i t i ng  l i s ts  fo r  12 

Mea ls  on  Whee ls .  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  14 

 MS.  O 'NEILL:    To  keep  a t - r i sk  you th  o f f  15 

the  s t ree ts  and  - -  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You have  to  wrap  i t  17 

up ,  ma 'am.   Your  th ree  m inutes  - -  18 

 MS.  O 'NEILL:   i n  schoo l .  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    has  exp i red .  20 

 MS.  O 'NEILL:    Thank  you  very  much  fo r  21 

l i s ten ing  to  me .  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  23 

 MS.  O 'NEILL:    And  I  hope tha t  when you 24 

vo te  you  can  remember  a  p i c tu re  o f  you r  mot her  o r  25 
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your  g randmothe r  and  ask  them what  they  wou ld  do  2 

i n  th i s  s i tua t i on .   Thank you .  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Margar i t a  Gros ing  o f  4 

Rockv i l l e  Cen t re ,  Ba ldwin .  5 

 MS.  GROSING:    D id  you  ge t  i t  r i gh t?   6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  t r ied .  7 

 MS.  GROSING:    Marga r i ta .  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Margar i t a .  9 

 MS.  GROSING:    You 've  go t  to  l ea rn  to  10 

p ronounce names  he re .  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I t ' s  t he  wr i t i ng  tha t  12 

th rows  me.  13 

 MS.  GROSING:    You 've  go t  George  in  14 

S ibe r ia ,  and  me  where?  15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I t  depends .  16 

 MS.  GROSING:    Wel l ,  I 'm  the  execu t i ve  17 

d i rec tor  o f  t he  H ispan ic  B ro therhood  o f  Roc kv i l l e  18 

Cent re .   And  I  know some o f  you.   Some o f  y ou 19 

have  been in  ou r  cen te r  and g i ven us  20 

p roc lamat ions  fo r  the  good  job  tha t  we  do.   We 21 

have  a  sen io r  c i t i zens  p rogram where  we ser ve  22 

4 ,000 mea ls  a  year ,  and we  a l so  have  the  yo u th  23 

p rog ram,  a f te r  schoo l  and in  the  summer t ime .  24 

 These cu ts  a re  devas ta t i ng  and  they  w i l l  25 
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be  devas ta t i ng  fo r  our  agency  because we  do n ' t  2 

have  a  b ig  budge t .   So  those  4 ,000  mea ls  th a t  we  3 

se rve ,  t hey ' re  no t  go ing  to  be  the re ,  and th e  4 

k ids  tha t  we  he lp ,  t hey  won ’ t  be  the re .   Bu t  you  5 

won ' t  be  the re  e i the r  because  i t ' s  go ing  to  be  6 

mu tua l .  7 

 Fo r  the  o the r  s ide  o f  the  a i s le ,  I  know 8 

you have  ten  vo tes  on  one s ide  and  you  know  th ree  9 

on  the  o ther .   I  r emembered when  we needed to  10 

re f i nance my  home to  pay  fo r  co l lege .   Some t imes  11 

in  th i s  economy we  need to  do  the  r i gh t  th i ng .   12 

And now is  no t  t he  t ime to  p lay  po l i t i cs .   I  13 

th ink  peop le  in  th is  count ry ,  f rom Wash ing t on  a l l  14 

the  way down,  a re  fed  up  w i th  the  po l i t i cs .   Work  15 

w i th  you r  hea r t ,  no t  w i th  the  po l i t i ca l  par t y .  16 

 Thank you.  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Scanne l l .  18 

 LEGISLATOR SCANNELL:    H i ,  Marga r i ta .   19 

Thank you so  much fo r  coming  down.   I t  i s  g rea t  20 

to  see  you ,  bu t  i t  a lso  is  un for tuna te  tha t  your  21 

agency  i s  be ing  cu t .   L i ke  you  sa id ,  l i t e ra l l y  22 

4 ,000 mea ls  i s  j us t  an  i nc red ib le  se rv ice .   I ' ve  23 

been  to  your  p lace .   I ' ve  been  the re  many t imes.   24 

I  know the  ou ts tand ing  j ob  tha t  you guys  do ,  and  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  331  Full Legislature – 5-21-12 

I  th ink  i t ' s ,  you  know - -  I 'm  go ing  to  vo te  no  on  2 

th is  today .  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Ph i l  - -  I 'm so r ry ,  4 

i t ' s  t he  wr i t ing  - -  N icho las  -  M icku lous .   D id  I  5 

ge t  i t  r igh t?  6 

 MR.  MICKULOUS:    You  go t  i t  p re t ty  c lose .   7 

Very  good.  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  9 

 MR.  MICKULOUS:    I 'm  no t  go ing  to  repeat  10 

what  mos t  o f  my  co l l eagues  have a l ready  we l l  11 

s ta ted .   I ' l l  j us t  say  Amen.    12 

 I  don ' t  know how many are  s t i l l  he re ,  bu t  13 

i f  any  o f  the  Fami ly  &  Ch i ld ren  fo lks ,  t he  s ta f f ,  14 

board  representa t i ves ,  c l i en ts ,  jus t  s tand up .   15 

I 'm to ld  tha t  po l i t i c i ans  can  do  one  th ing  very  16 

we l l ,  and tha t ' s  count .   So  we  jus t  wanted to  17 

show you  tha t  we  were  he re .  18 

 Ac tua l l y ,  I 'm  jus t  go ing  to  take  my 19 

coup le  o f  minu tes  to  read a  l e t te r  t ha t  I  t h ink  20 

Leg is la to r  Gonsa lves ,  you go t  f rom one  o f  y our  21 

cons t i tuen ts ,  who is  one  o f  my  co l leagues a t  t he  22 

agency ,  a f te r  I  sen t  an  e-ma i l  descr ib ing  th e  23 

c r is is  and  the  s i t ua t i on  tha t  we 've  been  ta l k ing  24 

abou t  a l l  morn ing .  25 
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 She wro te :    I s  tha t  rea l l y  what  you  and  2 

the  res t  o f  t he  leg i s la tu re  w i l l  a l l ow  to  h appen?  3 

She had summar i zed  the  e lemen ts  tha t  we 've  been 4 

ta lk ing  abou t .   You were  e lec ted  to  be  adu l t s ,  t o  5 

f i nd  common g round ,  to  work  fo r  the  good  o f  the  6 

who le  commun i ty .   I t  seems  l i ke  too  many  7 

l eg i s la to rs  va lue  pa r t y  loya l t y  above a l l  e l se ,  8 

democra ts  as  we l l  as  repub l i cans .  9 

 My  suggest ion  to  a l l  o f  you ,  s top  10 

g rands tand ing .   I f  work ing  togethe r  on  11 

red i s t r i c t ing  w i l l  ga in  the  s uppor t  the  o f  12 

democra ts  fo r  t he  bond  i ssue ,  then  do  i t .  13 

 The HHS depar tments ,  a long  w i th  the i r  14 

pa r tne rs  i n  the  non-pro f i t  communi ty ,  se rve  the  15 

most  vu lne rab le  o f  our  ne ighbors .   When the  poor ,  16 

e lde r l y ,  and  d i sab led  are  th rea tened  to  adva nce 17 

one pa r t y ' s  agenda ,  then  the re  i s  someth ing  18 

fundamenta l l y  w rong w i th  the  way  tha t  ou r  l oca l  19 

gove rnment  i s  opera t ing .   Be  a  l eader .   F in d  a  20 

so lu t i on  tha t  does  no t  endanger  those leas t  ab le  21 

to  advocate  fo r  themse lves .  22 

 Thank you ve ry  much.  23 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  24 

 Ammalee Oakman o f  Oys ter  Bay ,  L i fe  25 
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Enr i chment  Cente r .   Ammalee.  2 

 MS.  OAKMAN:    He l l o  pane l .   My  name is  3 

Ammalee Oakman,  and I 'm a  sen ior  c i t i zen  an d  a  4 

member  o f  the  L i fe  Enr ichmen t  Center  a t  Oys ter  5 

Bay .   I  have  been a  member  the re  fo r  t h ree  yea rs .   6 

I 'm he re  today  because  I 'm  a f ra id  I  won ' t  b e  ab le  7 

to  con t inu ing  to  par t i c i pa te  i n  the  prog ram s  a t  8 

the  center  i f  f und ing  cu ts  a re  made.   Progr ams  9 

l i ke  our  week ly  lunch,  round- t r i p  t ranspor ta t i on  10 

to  the  cen te r ,  and  med ica l  t ranspor ta t ion  t o  11 

doc tor 's  appo in tments  he lps  t o  keep sen iors  12 

ac t i ve  and  hea l thy  i n  the i r  own commun i t ies .  13 

 I  had a  te r r i b le  acc iden t  where  I  a lmost  14 

d ied  about  two yea rs  ago ,  and  the  center  wa s  15 

there  fo r  me .   I f  you  cu t  the  center  fo r  se n io rs ,  16 

there  are  peop le  tha t  don ' t  have  fam i l ies .   How 17 

a re  they  to  l i ve ,  to  ge t  a long  to  ge t  s t ren g th  18 

and s t ronger  eve ry  day ,  and to  go  en joy?   A l l  o f  19 

us ,  one day ,  a re  go ing  to  ge t  o ld .   A l l  o f  us ,  20 

one day ,  a re  go ing  to  need  he lp .   The sen io r  21 

center  has  a lways  been  the re  to  take  care ,  and  to  22 

show you  s t reng th  to  go  on  to  l i ve  the  l i fe  you 23 

l i ve  to  the  fu l l es t .  24 

 Thank you ve ry  much.  25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .    2 

 L i sa  Cra ig  o f  G len  Cove.  3 

 MS.  CRAIG:    He l lo ,  everyone .   My name i s  4 

L i sa  Cra ig .   I ’m  the  d i rec to r  o f  t he  G len  C ove  5 

Adu l t  Day  Program,  wh ich  func t ions  under  th e  G len  6 

Cove  Sen io r  Cen ter .   And  I  t hank  you  fo r  ye a rs  o f  7 

fund ing ,  wh ich  we are  to ta l l y  dependen t  upo n .   8 

I ’m he re  today  to  speak on  beha l f  o f  adu l t  day  9 

ca re  fo r  sen io rs  w i th  spec ia l  needs.   And I 'm 10 

he re  to  te l l  you  tha t  th is  i s  an  i ssue  wh ic h  11 

a f fec ts  a l l  genera t i ons  in  Nassau Coun ty .  12 

 Whose l i fe  he re  has  no t  been  in  contac t  13 

w i th  an  e lde r ly  sen io r  who  i s  su f fe r ing  e i t her  14 

f rom A lzhe imer ' s  o r  anothe r  fo rm o f  dement i a ,  o r  15 

anothe r  phys i ca l  d isab i l i t y?  16 

 As  we a l l  know,  Nassau  County ' s  sen ior  17 

popu la t i on  i s  expec ted  to  sky rocke t ,  as  bab y  18 

boomers  are  now reach ing  re t i remen t  age.   M any  o f  19 

us  i n  tha t  age b racket  a re  now car ing  fo r  o u r  20 

e lde r l y  pa ren ts ,  and  we know the  mean ing  o f  the  21 

te rm careg ive r  s t ress .   The fear  i s  tha t  th i s  22 

s t ress  w i l l  nega t i ve ly  a f fec t  ou r  own hea l t h  and  23 

we l l  be ing ,  and  tha t  baby  boomers  w i l l  no t  be  24 

ab le  to  l i ve  as  hea l thy  as  the  paren ts  we a re  now 25 
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ca r ing  fo r .  2 

 Adu l t  day  ca re  i s  a  re la t i ve l y  new 3 

concep t ,  f i r s t  c rea ted  i n  1985  by  the  Older  4 

Amer icans  Ac t .   Bu t ,  i n  today ' s  economy,  wh ere  5 

a l l  fami ly  members  p re t t y  much  have to  work ,  i t  6 

has  become a  l i f esaver  fo r  bo th  the  ca reg iv e rs  7 

who are  s t i l l  ou t  in  the  work force  and  fo r  t he i r  8 

e lde r l y  loved  ones  who  wou ld  o therw ise  be  l e f t  9 

home a lone .   Many adu l t  day  ca re  cen te rs  p r ov ide r  10 

t ranspor ta t i on  fo r  t he  homebound ,  nu t r i t ion  ho t  11 

mea ls  fo r  the  hungry ,  spec ia l  exerc i se  fo r  t hose  12 

w i th  d isab i l i t i es ,  and  soc ia l i za t i on  fo r  th e  13 

l one ly .   Adu l t  day  p rograms a l low the  ve ry  peop le  14 

who bu i l t  th i s  county  to  age  w i th  d ign i t y  a nd 15 

pu rpose among  the i r  fami l i es ,  and fo r  many i t  i s  16 

an  oppor tun i t y  to  f l ou r i sh  aga in .   For  many ,  t hey  17 

w i l l  never  have  the  need  fo r  a  nurs ing  home .   Fo r  18 

o the rs ,  the  need  fo r  end -o f - l i fe -care  in  a  19 

nu rs ing  home wi l l  be  g rea t ly  d im in ished.  20 

 Over  the  yea rs ,  we  have wa tched ou r  own 21 

p rog ram work  wonders .   I nnumerab le  t imes ,  22 

fami l i es  have  come to  me  and  asked ,  what  ha ve you 23 

done  to  b r ing  my  paren t  back  to  l i fe?   They ' re  a  24 

to ta l l y  changed  pe rson .  25 
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 We have proud ly  b rough t  some resp i te  and  2 

comfor t  to  peop le  who have  assumed  the  enor mous 3 

respons ib i l i t y  o f  ca r ing  fo r  t he i r  f ra i l  lov ed  4 

ones  a t  home.   The  need fo r  t hese prog rams i s  5 

on ly  go ing  to  i nc rease  as  ou r  popu la t i on  ag es .  6 

 Las t ,  bu t  no t  l eas t ,  p lease remember  tha t  7 

the  cos t  o f  f und ing  adu l t  day  prog rams  i s  a  8 

f rac t i on  o f  t he  cos t  o f  fund ing  nu rs ing  hom es.   9 

Nurs ing  home beds are  a l ready  expens ive  and  10 

f i l l ed  to  capac i ty .   Wha t  w i l l  happen a  dec ade  11 

f rom now?  12 

 P lease  th ink  ca re fu l l y  and  p reempt ive l y  13 

abou t  cu t t ing  ou r  budgets .   Th ink  abou t  the  14 

fu tu re  -  you r  fu tu re ,  ou r  fu tu re .   Cut t i ng  - -  15 

 CLERK MULLER:    Your  th ree  m inutes  have 16 

exp i red .  17 

 MS.  CRAIG:    Cu t t i ng  fund ing  fo r  t h i s  18 

human se rv ice  w i l l  on l y  p rove  to  be  vas t ly  more  19 

expens ive  to  Nassau Coun ty  i n  the  long  run .  20 

 P lease ,  I  jus t  encourage  eve rybody ,  i f  21 

you vo te  w i th  your  hea r t s ,  you  won ' t  be  wro ng.  22 

 Thank you.  23 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Andrew Ma lekof f  f rom 24 

Ros lyn  He igh ts .   I  hope I  go t  tha t  r igh t .  25 
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 MR.  MALEKOFF:    Good  a f te rnoon .   I 'm  2 

ac tua l l y  f rom Long  Beach .   I 'm  the  execu t iv e  3 

d i rec tor  o f  Nor th  Shore  Ch i l d  and Fami ly  Gu idance 4 

Center .   I  don ' t  wan t  to  repea t  what  many o f  my 5 

co l l eagues  and consumers ,  boa rd  members  hav e  6 

a l ready  sa id ,  bu t  I  guess  I  have  one  ques t i on  I  7 

wou ld  l i ke  to  ask  and to  i n t roduce  tha t  que s t i on  8 

by  i n t roduc ing  you  to  some peop le .  9 

 The ques t ion  I  have is  s ince  the  10 

poss ib i l i t y  t ha t  t he  men ta l  hea l th ,  chemica l  11 

dependency ,  deve lopmen ta l  d i sab i l i t i es  and you th  12 

se rv ices  p rog rams wi l l  be  e l im ina ted ,  as  th e  13 

a r t i c l e  in  Newsday  t oday  emph as ized,  I  wante d to  14 

know wha t  the  cont ingency  p lan  i s  in  the  ev ent  15 

tha t  t ha t  happens.  16 

 So  wha t  I  d id  i s ,  s ince  we  see  17 

emergenc ies  a t  t he  Ch i ld  and  Fami l y  Gu idanc e  18 

Center  a t  a  ra te  o f  abou t  20  percent  o f  a l l  o f  19 

ou r  ca l l s ,  wh ich  i s  hundreds  o f  ca l l s  each yea r ,  20 

I  want  to  know wha t  w i l l  happen w i th  some o f  21 

them.   So I  l ooked  th rough  the  ca l l s .   My s ta f f  22 

g i ves  me  the  l i s t  o f  emergenc ies  and  in takes  on  a  23 

month l y  bas i s .   And so  th i s  morn ing  I  jus t  wen t  24 

th rough those  and I  jus t  p icked a  few ou t .   I  25 
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d idn ' t  che r ry  p i ck .   I  j us t  went  down the  l as t  2 

coup le  o f  mon ths .   I  d isgu ised  some o f  t h is  fo r  3 

peop le 's  p r i vacy  and  con f iden t ia l i t y .  4 

 Mar ia ,  age  f i ve ,  w i tnesses  domes t i c  5 

v io lence .   Fa the r  choked  mom in  f ron t  o f  Ma r ia .   6 

Mo ther  d iscovered he  has  pas t  h i s to ry  o f  se x  7 

o f fender .   So  what 's  t he  p lan  fo r  Mar ia?  8 

 Che lsea,  age  12 ,  sen t  a  tex t  t o  he r  9 

f r iend  las t  n igh t  s ta t ing ,  I  wan t  to  k i l l  my se l f .   10 

F r iend  repor ted  i t  t o  schoo l  o f f i c ia ls .   A  few  11 

months  ago ,  Che lsea was cu t t i ng  he r  a rms .   Wha t ' s  12 

the  p lan  fo r  Che lsea?  13 

 M ichae l ,  age  9 ,  made  a  su i c ida l  14 

s ta temen t ,  has  v io len t ,  aggress i ve  thoughts ,  and  15 

ha l l uc ina t ions .   Wha t  w i l l  happen to  M ichae l  when 16 

the  cu ts  a re  made?  17 

 Sa rah,  age  15 ,  was  abandoned  by  mo ther  a t  18 

age f i ve .   Her  fa the r  commi t ted  su ic ide  whe n  she  19 

was an  in fan t .   She l i ves  w i th  re la t i ves .   She  20 

was re fe r red  as  a  resu l t  o f  cu t t ing  he r  a rm s .   21 

What  w i l l  happen  to  Sarah?  22 

 Pa t r i c ia ,  age  10 ,  was re fe r re d  a f te r  23 

pos t ing  a  v ideo  on  the  i n te rne t  in  wh ich  sh e  he ld  24 

a  kn i fe  to  he r  th roa t .   She has  a  h i s to ry  o f  25 
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be ing  sexua l l y  abused.   What  w i l l  happen  to  2 

Pa t r i c ia?   What ' s  the  cont ingency  p lan  fo r  her?  3 

 An thony  is  deep ly  depressed s ince  the  4 

death  o f  h is  g randmother .   He  cu ts  h imse l f  a nd  5 

ta lks  abou t  wan t ing  to  d ie  to  be  w i th  h i s  6 

g randmothe r .   What 's  t he  p lan  fo r  An thony? 7 

 A r ie l l a ,  11 ,  sexua l l y  abused  by  a  8 

re la t i ve  who  he ld  h i s  hand  ove r  he r  mouth  t o  9 

p reven t  he r  f rom screaming .   Who  i s  go ing  t o  see  10 

A r ie l l a  i f  cu ts  a re  made?  11 

 Audrey ,  found  on  the  serv i ce  road o f  t he  12 

L IE passed  ou t  d runk .   H is to ry  o f  be ing  ver ba l l y  13 

abused  a t  home.  14 

 CLERK MULLER:    Your  th ree  m inutes  have 15 

exp i red .  16 

 MR.  MALEKOFF:    Okay .   So my  ques t ion  is  17 

what 's  t he  cont ingency  p lan  fo r  these k ids  a nd  18 

fo r  o the rs  tha t  a re  represen ted  by  the  o the r  19 

agenc ies  i f  t he  poss ib i l i t y  o f  t he  p rograms  be ing  20 

e l im ina ted  ex is t ,  wh ich  i t  does  and I  take  i t  21 

se r ious l y ,  what  do  we te l l  t hese  fam i l ies  w hen  22 

they  read in  the  newspaper  tha t  the  prog ram s  a re  23 

cu t?   What  i s  t he  p lan  fo r  th ese  ca l l s?   We 24 

rece ive  them eve ry  day .  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  340  Full Legislature – 5-21-12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  unders tand  the  2 

ques t ion .   I  don ' t  know what  you ' re  look ing  fo r  3 

us  to  te l l  you .  4 

 MR.  MALEKOFF:    I 'm look ing  fo r  what  the  5 

p lan  i s ,  so  when  the  ca l l s  t ha t  - -  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I f  t he  bond ing  i s  7 

re jec ted  and  the  fu r ther  s teps  tha t  have  be en 8 

ou t l ined  a re  taken ,  obv ious l y  there  w i l l  be  a  9 

c rea t i on  o f  a  vo id .   Tha t  vo id  w i l l  have  to  be  10 

f i l l ed ,  I  wou ld  say  by  soc ia l  se rv ices .   I  don ' t  11 

know.  12 

 MR.  MALEKOFF:   Soc ia l  se rv ices  does  no t  13 

p rov ide  - -  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Th ings  a re  go ing  to  15 

ge t  cu t  back .  16 

 MR.  MALEKOFF:   t h i s  soc ia l .   Soc ia l  17 

Serv ices  does  no t  p rov ide  men ta l  hea l th  ser v ices .   18 

They ' re  no t  l i censed  by  the  New York  S ta te  O f f i ce  19 

o f  Men ta l  Hea l th .  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    S i r ,  I  unders tand 21 

tha t .   Bu t  what  I 'm say ing  to  you is  i f  cu t s  a re  22 

made ,  obv ious ly  th ings  a re  go ing  to  have  to  be  23 

cu t  back .    24 

 MR.  MALEKOFF:   I  unders tand tha t .  25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You can ' t  spend money 2 

tw ice .  3 

 MR.  MALEKOFF:    R igh t .   So  wha t ' s  the  4 

p lan  fo r  see ing  these peop le?   Th is  i s  j us t  a  5 

hand fu l  tha t  I  gave you.  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Hope fu l l y ,  t he  p lan  7 

i s  t ha t  a l l  o f  t h i s  goes  away  because they  8 

approve the  bond ing  tha t ' s  on  the  ca lendar  today .   9 

Bu t  i t ' s  up  to  - -  we  need 13  vo tes ;  I  have ten .   10 

I t ' s  - -  11 

 MR.  MALEKOFF:   So who do  I  te l l  the  12 

fami ly  to  ca l l  when we  have to  c lose  our  13 

se rv ices?  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You know wha t?   I ' l l  15 

p lay  the  game.   You te l l  t hem tha t  we neede d  13 16 

vo tes  and we  on ly  go t  10 ,  and  so  here  we  ar e .  17 

 MR.  MALEKOFF:   So shou ld  they  ca l l  you?  18 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I f  t hey  l i ve  i n  my  19 

d i s t r i c t ,  I ' d  be  happy  to  take  the  ca l l s .  20 

 MR.  MALEKOFF:   And  who  w i l l  t r ea t  them? 21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I 'm no t  l i censed  to  22 

do  tha t .  23 

 MR.  MALEKOFF:    Somebody  up  he re  mus t  24 

have  - -  you ' re  smar t  peop le .   You work  toge t he r  25 
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to  make dec is ions .   What 's  t he  con t ingency  p lan ,  2 

because th is  i s  a  rea l  poss ib i l i t y?    D id  a nyone  3 

d i scuss  a  con t ingency?  4 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I f  I  may.   I  don ’ t  5 

th ink  anyone  up  he re  - -  I 'm speak ing  fo r  ou r  s ide  6 

and I  guess  I  cou ld  speak fo r  the  o the r  s ide .   7 

The coun ty  execu t i ve  has  no t  de ta i led  how a nd 8 

what  depar tments  wou ld  be  cu t  and in  wha t  m anner  9 

they  w i l l  be  cu t .  10 

 I n  regards  to  menta l  hea l th  -  and I 'm 11 

su re ,  as  you  know,  men ta l  hea l th  rece ives  a  12 

subs tan t ia l  amount  o f  money th rough the  s ta te .  13 

 MR.  MALEKOFF:   Tha t ' s  ma tch ing  funds .   So 14 

i f  county  mon ies  a re  l os t ,  t he  s ta te  match i ng  15 

funds  are  los t  t oo .  16 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Tha t ' s  my  po in t .   17 

That 's  wha t  I 'm  abou t  to  say ,  what  you ' re  s ay ing .  18 

 I  cou ldn ' t  see  a  reason why the  19 

admin i s t ra t i on  wou ld  cu t  coun ty  funds  wh ich  ma tch  20 

what  the  s ta te  i s  go ing  to  g i ve  us .   Wel l ,  I  21 

heard  someone  say  because we  need the  money .   22 

Then  tha t ' s  s i l l y  because - -  we l l ,  t he  reaso n why 23 

I  say  tha t  i s  t he  money tha t ' s  coming in  f r om the  24 

s ta te  i s  revenue .   I f  i t ' s  coming on  the  re venue  25 
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s ide  o f  the  budget ,  then  i t ' s  go ing  to  be  c os t  - -  2 

you ' re  no t  sav ing  any th ing  i f  you ' re  cu t t in g  3 

money f rom the  revenue  s ide  a t  t he  same t im e  4 

because you ' re  no t  spend ing  - -  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You ' re  r i gh t .  6 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    t he  ma tch ing  7 

do l l a rs  on  the  expend i tu re  s ide .  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  w i l l  concede  the  9 

po in t .   You ' re  abso lu te l y  r i gh t .   Bu t  you h aven ' t  10 

been  l i s ten ing  to  what  i s  sa id  up  he re .   As  11 

Leg is la to r  Fo rd  po in ted  ou t ,  so  co r rec t l y ,  when 12 

the  lawyers  come in  w i th  the  j udgmen ts ,  i t ' s  13 

b l ind .   They ' re  no t  go ing  to  say  th i s  i s  ma t ch ing  14 

funds ;  i t ' s  g ive  me my  money .    15 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  why  vo te  fo r  16 

the  se t t lemen ts  and incu r  the  judgment?  17 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    To  answer  to  your  18 

po in t ,  t he re  is  no  one  up  he re  tha t  i s  p r iv y  to  19 

any  documenta t i on  or  any  know ledge  o f  what  t he  20 

admin i s t ra t i on  wou ld  do  i f  t hey  dec ided to  go  21 

down  tha t  d i rec t ion .   I  jus t  f ind  i t  hard  t o  22 

be l i eve  tha t  we  wou ld  be  cu t t i ng  any  money tha t  23 

we  bas ica l l y  wou ld  need to  ma tch .   A t  the  s ame 24 

t ime ,  you ' re  no t  add ress ing  your  $40  m i l l ion  25 
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p rob lem because  you are  s t i l l  go ing  to  be  s hor t  2 

a t  t he  end  o f  t he  day  on  the  revenue  s ide  b ecause 3 

tha t ' s  t he  money  tha t ' s  coming  in  f rom the  s ta te .   4 

I t  doesn ' t  make  any  sense.   I t ' s  no t  cos t in g  you  5 

any th ing  to  p rov ide  the  se rv i ce ;  t ha t ' s  in  t he  6 

even t ,  where  we ' re  ta l k ing  about  a  50  pe rce n t  7 

ma tch .   Obv ious l y  i f  we ' re  ta l k ing  about  le ss ,  i t  8 

has  a  d i f f e ren t  type  o f  impac t .  9 

 Bu t  to  be  more  d i rec t  to  you r  ques t i on ,  I  10 

th ink  i t  m igh t  be  more  approp r ia te  fo r  some one  11 

f rom the  admin i s t ra t ion  - -  no  one up  here ,  t o  my  12 

know ledge,  has  been g i ven any  in fo rmat ion  t ha t  13 

wou ld  g i ve  us  any  ind i ca t i on  on  how the  cou n ty  14 

execut ive  w i l l  imp lement  any  cu ts .   A l l  we have 15 

heard  is  t he  e l im ina t i on  o f  chemica l  depend ency ,  16 

o f  men ta l  hea l th ,  o f  you th  board .   Tha t ' s  a l l  17 

we 've  heard .   I  don ' t  know wh a t  tha t  means 18 

because each  and  eve ry  one  o f  those agenc ie s  19 

rece ive  s ta te  fund ing ,  wh ich  i f  you ' re  ta lk ing  20 

abou t  no t  be ing  in  the  men ta l  hea l th  bus ine ss  or  21 

the  chemica l  dependency  o f  t he  you th  board  22 

bus iness ,  then obv ious ly  they ' re  g iv ing  tha t  23 

money back  too .   You ' re  no t  go ing  to  be  24 

co l l ec t i ng  tha t  revenue too .   You can ' t  co l l ec t  25 
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revenue and no t  p rov ide  the  se rv ice .   So ,  f rom 2 

tha t  s tandpo in t ,  I 'm  no t  t oo  sure  what  the  county  3 

execut ive  is  ta l k ing .   But ,  t hen  aga in ,  the  4 

de ta i l s  a re  a  b i t  vague.  5 

 MR.  MALEEKOFF:     We l l ,  I  wou ld  jus t  6 

sugges t  tha t  eve ryone up  here  ge t  tha t  7 

cont ingency  p lan ,  because when  these  phone ca l l s  8 

a re  made ,  l i ves  are  a t  s take .   And  peop le  w ho 9 

know wha t  they  a re  do ing ,  who  are  l i censed,  10 

qua l i f ied ,  and exper ienced  to  do  i t  a re  the  ones  11 

tha t  need to  respond .   So tha t  i f  the  cu t t i ng  12 

takes  e f fec t ,  t here  must  be  someone to  resp ond  13 

tha t  i s  ab le  to ,  o therw ise  the  consequences  are  14 

more  than d i re .  15 

 So ,  I  thank  you  fo r  your  t ime .   And I  16 

hope  tha t  in  you r  de l i be ra t i ons  you w i l l  mak e the  17 

r i gh t  dec i s ions .  18 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  19 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Mr .  Cha i rman .  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo .  21 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    I  jus t  wan ted to  22 

respond.  23 

 Jus t  so  you unders tand .   Once  the  bonds 24 

a re  tu rned  a round and the  $41  mi l l ion  in  25 
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judgments  a re  then  r ipe  to  be  used  to  a t tac h  the  2 

coun ty 's  bank  accoun ts ,  there  are  no  3 

cont ingenc ies  tha t  we ' re  aware  o f .   There  i s  4 

go ing  to  be  d ras t i c  cu ts .   Bas ica l l y ,  th is  County  5 

has  a l ready  - -  t h i s  coun ty  has  a l ready  cu t  t o  the  6 

bone .   To  leave  any  sugges t ion  ou t  t he re  th a t  the  7 

coun ty  execu t ive  i s  go ing  to  have any  op t io ns  8 

tha t ' s  go ing  to  do  someth ing  tha t ' s  go ing  t o  9 

spare  th is  agency  or  t h i s  g roup o f  very  nee dy 10 

peop le  i s  a  fab r ica t ion .   I t ' s  go ing  to  be  11 

immedia te .   I t ' s  go ing  to  be  d ras t ic .   There  a re  12 

go ing  to  be  peop le  l os ing  se rv ices ,  and the re  is  13 

no  p lan  fo r  t hem.   Tha t ' s  the  resu l t  o f  tu r n ing  14 

down  th i s  bond i ssue ,  pe r iod .   15 

 Whethe r  we  take  the  ac t i on  we ' re  go ing  to  16 

take  nex t  o r  no t ,  once  the  bond issue fa i l s  the  17 

$41 mi l l ion  opens up  in  a  budget  tha t ' s  a l r eady  18 

been  cu t  t o  the  bone  and  the re  i s  go ing  to  be  19 

d ras t i c  pa in  in  th is  county .  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Denenberg .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    S i r ,  t he re 's  $114 22 

m i l l ion  more  bo r rowing  s i t t i ng  i n  the  c le rk ' s  23 

o f f i ce  r igh t  now.   There 's  vo tes  be ing  taken  24 

today  to  se t t le  cases  tha t  wou ld  e f fec t i ve l y  pu t  25 
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us  on  the  hook .   We shou ldn ' t  be  se t t l ing  t hese 2 

cases  i f  t he  on ly  way to  pay  them is  bor row ing  3 

and more  bor row ing .   The  bo t tom l i ne  i s  the  ma th  4 

tha t  you ' re  do ing .  5 

 Bo r row ing  doesn ' t  g i ve  you  revenue .   The  6 

red  l i gh t  camera  money  i s  rea l  revenue .   An d  in  7 

the  behav iora l  serv i ce  a rea ,  f o r  eve ry  do l l a r  8 

tha t  we cu t  we g ive  up  $4  f rom o ther  sou rce s .   So 9 

the  ma th  tha t  you ' re  see ing  i s  why  g ive  up  fou r  10 

fo r  every  one ;  why  th row away  a  ded ica ted  r evenue 11 

source  tha t  was  ded ica ted  in  d i rec t  f i sca l  t imes ;  12 

and why vo te  to  accept  j udgmen ts  and  pu t  us  in  a  13 

s i tua t ion  where  we ' re  go ing  to  be  bo r row ing  or  14 

asked to  bor row $400  m i l l i on  i n  ve ry ,  ve ry  sho r t  15 

o rde r .   You ' re  j us t  go ing  to  come back  aga i n ,  and 16 

aga in ,  and  aga in .  17 

 The bo t tom l i ne  is  N IFA won ' t  even  le t  us  18 

bo r row unt i l  ano ther  50  mi l l i on  in  cu ts  ex i s t .   19 

So  i f  Mr .  N ico le l l o ' s  r i gh t  t ha t  t hose  50  m i l l ion  20 

don ' t  ex is t ,  then we ' re  neve r  go ing  to  be  a l lowed 21 

to  bor row.   We shou ld  leave you a lone.  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  Denen berg ,  i f  you  23 

be l i eve  one word  o f  what  you  jus t  sa id ,  you 'd  24 

vo te  fo r  t he  se t t l emen ts  and  the  bonds .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Pe te r ,  Peter .   I  2 

vo ted  and - -  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You wou ld  vo te  - -  4 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    jo ined  me and 5 

sa id  you  d idn ' t  want  to  le t  t he  coun ty  execu t i ve  6 

take  - -  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Dav id ,  one  a t  a  t ime  8 

- -  9 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    the i r  money away .   10 

So  s t i ck  w i th  your  word  f rom 2009.   Don ' t  t ake  11 

the i r  money away .  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Dav id ,  i f  N IFA  won ' t  13 

approve the  bo r row ing ,  as  you  have  sa id  fou r  14 

t imes du r ing  th i s  pe r iod ,  i f  t ha t ' s  t rue ,  a nd I  15 

don ' t  be l i eve  tha t  i t  i s ,  i f  t ha t ' s  t rue ,  y ou 16 

wou ld  vo te  fo r  t he  bonds ,  you  wou ld  save  th ese  17 

agenc ies  today .   And  le t  N IFA  take  - -  18 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I t ' s  no t  sav ing  19 

the  agenc ies .   You ' re  no t  g iv ing  - -   20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    i t s  ac t i on  - -  21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    them a  qu ip  p ro  22 

quo.   You ' re  cu t t i ng  the  agenc ies .   I 'm no t .   You 23 

l i nked  the  agenc ies  to  bor row ing ,  no  one  e l se  24 

d id .   No  one  eve r  l i nks  a  recove r ing  expend i tu re  25 
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to  bor row funds  except  fo r  you .    2 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  know th i s  i s  hard  3 

fo r  you,  Dav id .  4 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Excep t  tha t  5 

tha t ' s  no t  rea l  ma th .  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Bu t  i t ' s  t ime to  - -  7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I t ' s  no t  hard  fo r  8 

me .  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I t ' s  t ime  to  l e t  - -  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    You ' re  l ink ing  - -  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Dav id .  12 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    annua l  - -  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Dav id .  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    expend i tu res  - -  15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Dav id .  16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    to  bo r rowing .  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Dav id .  18 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    No  one  e lse  is .  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Dav id ,  can  we come 20 

down a  no tch?   I  know - -  21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    You in te r rup ted  22 

me .  23 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    th is  i s  ha rd ,  bu t  24 

i t ' s  t ime to  le t  somebody e ls e  speak .  25 
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 Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  2 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    I  j us t  have  a  3 

qu ick  ques t ion .   Dav id ,  i f  you  wou ld .   Do y ou 4 

sugges t  then  tha t  we  shou ld  no t  se t t le  cer t i o rar i  5 

cases  and we  shou ld  le t  them a l l  go  to  j udg men t?  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Excuse  me.   How 7 

many  have we  ac tua l l y  t r ied? 8 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    I  asked  you  a  9 

ques t ion .   I t ' s  a  yes  or  no  ques t ion .  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I f  I  don ' t  have 11 

the  backup  tha t  wou ld  show tha t  we  shou ld  b e  12 

g i v ing  the  mon ies  tha t  we shou ld  be  g i v ing  - -  and 13 

we  don ' t  have tha t  backup - -  and  i f  we ' re  no t  14 

se t t l i ng  cases  r igh t  t h rough  the  cur ren t  da y ,  any  15 

a t to rney  shou ld  neve r  se t t le  a  case un less  a l l  16 

l i ab i l i t y  i s  be ing  b rought  up  to  the  cur ren t  17 

da te .   Today ,  you ' re  go ing  to  be  vo t ing  on  tax  18 

ce r t s ,  V ince ,  where  you ' re  no t  b r i ng ing  the  19 

l i ab i l i t y  o f  the  county  up  to  the  cu r ren t  d ay .   20 

So  the re  i s  a  revo lv ing  door  tha t  these tax  ce r t ,  21 

commerc ia l  t ax  cer t  p la in t i f f s  don ' t  have t o  j ump 22 

o f f .   So  tha t ' s  cons tan t ,  cons tan t  spend ing  and 23 

cons tan t  bor row ing .   And  i f  you ' re  go ing  to  l i nk  24 

bo r row ing  today  to  recur r i ng  expend i tu res ,  we ' re  25 
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go ing  to  be  do ing  i t  aga in  and  aga in .   2 

 I  wou ld  urge  eve ryone to  vo te  aga ins t  the  3 

se t t lements .   Abso lu te ly ,  I  wou ld  urge  peop le  to  4 

vo te  aga ins t  se t t l emen ts  today .  5 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Which  then can 6 

be  reduced  to  j udgments .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    How do  you  know?  8 

How do  you  know un less  we t r y  a  few o f  t he  cases?  9 

Bu t  e i ther  way,  I  wou ldn ' t  se t t l e  a  case  wh ere  10 

someone s t i l l  has  a  case  aga ins t  me fo r  201 0 ,  11 ,  11 

and 12 .   Why  wou ld  I  eve r  do  tha t?   That  mak es  no  12 

sense.  13 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Dave ,  I  t h ink  42  14 

m i l l ion  today  i s  a l l  j udgmen ts .   I  t h ink .   I  may  15 

be  wrong .  16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I t ' s  l ess  than  17 

tha t .   The  judgmen ts  a re  l ess  than  tha t .   F a r  18 

l ess  than tha t .  19 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    And  in  tha t  case 20 

you ' re  te l l i ng  us  tha t  we shou ld  no t  accept  the  21 

j udgments  o f  the  cou r t  o r  we  shou ld  and jus t  22 

l eave i t  t o  the  tax  ce r t io ra r i  bar  to  pe rha ps 23 

he lp  us  ou t  by  no t  reduc ing  - -  24 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I 'm te l l ing  you -25 
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-  2 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    any  o f  these 3 

j udgments  and  no t  en fo rc ing  the  judgments  a ga ins t  4 

any  bank  accoun ts  tha t  we have .   I  t h ink  th a t  5 

wou ld  be  very  n i ce  o f  them i f  they  cou ld  ta ke  6 

the i r  judgmen ts  and jus t  s i t  w i th  them.   I  don ' t  7 

th ink  tha t ' s  go ing  to  happen .  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Mr .  Muscare l la ,  9 

the  numbers  tha t  you  jus t  gave  a re  wrong .   But  10 

what  I 'm  te l l ing  you  - -  and the  bo t tom l ine  is ,  11 

don ’ t  t i e  recur r ing  revenues  fo r  t he  recur r i ng  12 

cont rac ts  up  to  one t ime  bor rowing  tha t  you ' re  13 

j us t  go ing  to  keep  ask ing  fo r  aga in  and aga in  14 

because you have  to ,  because  these  se t t l emen ts  15 

don ' t  b r ing  our  l i ab i l i t y  up  to  da te .   So y ou ' re  16 

pu t t ing  the  con t rac t  agenc ies  in  a  pos i t ion  where  17 

every  week  they ' re  go ing  to  have  to  be  here  18 

because you ' re  go ing  to  reques t  more  and  mo re  19 

bo r row ing .  20 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    And i f  the  bank  21 

accoun ts  ge t  - -  22 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Le t  me  f in ish  23 

now.   And in  2009,  i n  2009 ,  we  sa id ,  no ,  yo u  24 

don ' t  have  to  come here  aga in  and aga in ,  he re ' s  a  25 
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ded ica ted  revenue source .  2 

 The on ly  th ing  tha t  I  can  see  tha t  has  3 

changed is  the  county  execut i ve  and the  maj o r i t y .   4 

So  when you were  i n  the  mino r i ty ,  you  ag ree d  w i th  5 

us ;  bu t  now in  the  major i t y  you don ' t?  6 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    You  know what  7 

I ' ve  seen?   You  know wha t  I ' ve  seen tha t ' s  8 

d i f f e ren t?   I ' ve  seen the  fac t  t ha t  the  min o r i ty  9 

now never  p rov ides  the  vo tes  fo r  bond ing  un l ess  10 

they  can  ge t  - -  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Never?  12 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    f a i r  13 

red i s t r i c t ing .  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Never?  15 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    I ' ve  seen  - -  16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Never?  17 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    t he  fac t  tha t  18 

you are  no t  - -  19 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Never?  20 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    bond ing  fo r  t ax  21 

ce r t s  - -  22 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    There ' s  $14 23 

m i l l ion  in  bonds  s t i l l  s i t t i ng  the re  tha t  t he  24 

coun ty  execu t ive  hasn ' t  spen t .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Dav i d ,  when  you  2 

were  i n  the  majo r i t y ,  a  ma jo r i t y  o f  one,  yo u  had  3 

your  deputy  p res id ing  o f f i ce r  vo t i ng  aga ins t  4 

ce r t io ra r i s ,  aga ins t  bond ing  those  th ings ,  and  we 5 

p rov ided  the  vo tes .   We prov ided  the  vo tes  no t  6 

on ly  to  bond  bu t  t o  se t t le  those  cases  becau se  we 7 

though t  i t  was  the  r igh t  t h ing .   The re 's  su ch a  8 

th ing  o f  i ns t i t u t i ona l  i n teg r i ty ,  and tha t ' s  9 

what 's  gone by  the  way  s ide  he re .  10 

 We a l l  p lay  po l i t i cs .   Bo th  s ides  p lay  11 

po l i t i cs ,  i t ' s  par t  o f  t he  governmen t  p roce ss .   12 

I t ' s  no t  a  n i ce  pa r t  o f  i t .   I t ' s  no t  a  good  par t  13 

o f  i t .   Nobody l i kes  to  see the  sauce be ing  made .   14 

U l t ima te ly ,  u l t ima te ly ,  bo th  s ides ,  s ince  t he  15 

t ime  Bruce  Ne iman and Bruce B lakeman  were  16 

ma jo r i t y  l eaders ,  bo th  s ides  knew tha t  t her e  had  17 

to  be  some ins t i tu t i ona l  i n teg r i ty .   Bo th  s ides  18 

took  vo tes  tha t  maybe weren ' t  p leasant ,  wer en ' t  19 

pa r t  o f  the i r  po l i t i ca l  agenda ,  bu t  d id  so  20 

because government  had  to  func t i on .   Wha t  I  see  21 

d i f f e ren t  i s  tha t  un fo r tunate l y  I  don ' t  th i nk  22 

anymore  tha t  the  m inor i t y ,  as  cu r ren t l y  23 

cons t i tu ted ,  wan ts  to  p rov ide  the  ins t i t u t i o na l  24 

i n tegr i t y .  25 
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 I  love  a l l  o f  you .   You ' re  g rea t  peop le ,  2 

i nd i v idua l ly .   We ge t  a long.   I 'm probab ly  the  3 

l eas t  po l i t i ca l  pe rson  here .   Bu t  I  th ink  t ha t  4 

we 've  gone  a  s tep  beyond  wha t  gove rnment ,  i n  i t s  5 

i ns t i t u t ion ,  in  represen t ing  peop le ,  i n  do in g  6 

what 's  r igh t  u l t imate l y ,  I  t h ink  somet imes,  on  7 

bo th  s ides  i n  the  pas t ,  we 've  pu t  as ide  our  8 

po l i t i ca l  d i f fe rences  and done  wha t  we  thou ght  9 

was r i gh t ,  no t  f o r  our  po l i t i ca l  par t i es  bu t  10 

because government  has  to  func t i on .   I  t h in k  11 

we 've  gone  beyond tha t  here  o n  you r  s ide .  12 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Jus t  t o  answer ,  13 

Mr .  Muscare l l a .   We never ,  eve r  asked you t o  14 

bo r row 100  pe rcent  o f  the  tax  ce r t s .   The o n ly  15 

bo r row ing  we  were  do ing  was less  than 50  pe rcent .   16 

You took  tha t  ou t  o f  t he  budge t .   We  begged  you 17 

no t  to .   And  we  never ,  i n  2009 ,  the  ve ry  sam e 18 

peop le  were  s i t t ing  in  th i s  aud ience  and  we re  19 

speak ing ,  and  we ,  as  a  major i t y ,  never  t ied  up  20 

sav ing  the  cont rac t  agenc ies  w i th  what  o the r  21 

vo tes  you took .   And  the re  were  p len ty  o f  n o  22 

vo tes  you took  tha t  same day .   Tha t  same day ,  you 23 

took  no  vo tes  on  recur r i ng  revenue  sou rces  24 

because o f  a  po l i t i ca l  man t ra  tha t  you  want ed to  25 
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make ,  and we  d idn ' t  t i e  i t  t ogethe r  a t  a l l .   And  2 

we  never  asked to  bo r row fo r  t ax  cer ts ,  mor e  than 3 

50  percent .   And  you ' re  ask ing  fo r  100  perc ent .   4 

Pe r iod .  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Jo lene  Boden .   6 

 MS.  BODEN:    Thank  you .   I 'm  no t  go ing  to  7 

read  my prepared  tes t imony  because  I  don ' t  wan t  8 

to  repea t  the  th ings  tha t  I ' ve  sa id .   I ' l l  j us t  9 

te l l  you ,  I 'm  Jo lene  Boden .   I  am the  Long I s land 10 

D i rec tor  f o r  JASA,  wh ich  i s  t he  Jewish  11 

Assoc ia t ion  Serv ing  the  Ag ing ,  and  I  am the  co -12 

cha i r  o f  t he  Sen io r  Se rv ice  P rov iders  Coa l i t ion .  13 

 JASA,  as  an  agency 's  m iss ion ,  i s  t o  14 

sus ta in  and enr i ch  the  l i ves  o f  the  ag ing  i n  New 15 

York  so  they  can  remain  in  the  communi ty  w i th  16 

d ign i t y  and au tonomy.   Tha t  i s  wha t  we  a re  a sk ing  17 

fo r .   That 's  wha t  we ' re  ask ing  to  cont inue.  18 

 The Sen ior  Se rv i ce  P rov ide rs  Coa l i t i on  19 

was fo rmed  in  2000  to  o f fe r  a  vo ice  fo r  the  20 

sen iors  l i v i ng  i n  Nassau  Coun ty ,  and  i t  21 

represen ts  the  many agenc ies  tha t  p rov ide  22 

p rog rams  to  the  hundreds  o f  t housands o f  se n io rs  23 

i n  th i s  coun ty .  24 

 I  th ink  we  a l l  unders tand tha t  t h i s  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  357  Full Legislature – 5-21-12 

coun ty ,  l i ke  eve ry  i nd iv idua l ,  f aces  d i f f i c u l t  2 

cho ices  in  the  economy.   But  reduc ing  or  3 

e l im ina t ing  funds  tha t  were  p romised  to  us  and  4 

tha t  we ' re  to ld  were  go ing  to  sus ta in  the  se n iors  5 

o f  t h i s  communi t y  i s  an  abominat ion  to  me.   I  6 

th ink  tha t  t hese  peop le  bu i l t  th is  count ry ,  bu i l t  7 

th is  county .   They  came ou t  he re  as  p ioneer s .   8 

There  was no  such th ing  as  suburb ia  in  New York .   9 

They  came he re .   They  c rea ted  commun i t ies  fo r  a  10 

be t te r  l i f e .   And we ' re  thank ing  them by  th e  11 

poss ib i l i t y  t ha t  t hey  are  no t  go ing  to  have  a  12 

be t te r  l i f e  a t  a l l ,  tha t  t hey ' re  no t  go ing  to  be  13 

ab le  to  rema in  i n  the i r  commun i t ies  because  there  14 

w i l l  be  no  funds  to  p rov ide  them w i th  the  m uch  15 

less  expens ive  serv i ces  in  th e  communi ty ,  an d 16 

they  w i l l  e i t he r  l eave  the  county  and go  l i ve  17 

w i th  adu l t  ch i l d ren ,  o r  go  i n to  nu rs ing  hom es,  18 

wh ich  are  go ing  to  cos t  us  a  l o t  more  money  than  19 

tha t .  20 

 I  must  a lso  say  tha t  t he  Sen io r  Se rv ice  21 

P rov iders  Coa l i t ion  lobb ied  to  ge t  an  ag ing  22 

commi t tee  to  ge t  c rea ted ,  because we  rea l l y  23 

wanted  a  vo i ce  on  the  leg i s la tu re  fo r  the  a g ing  24 

commi t tee  to  rep resent  the  needs  o f  the  sen iors .   25 
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And I  have  to  say  we 've  been  severe l y  2 

d i sappo in ted  in  th is ,  tha t  t he  ag ing  commi t tee  3 

has  no t  been  the re  pu t t i ng  the  needs  o f  the  4 

sen iors  a t  t he  fo re f ron t  and  reduc ing  the  r i sk  5 

tha t  t hey  w i l l  t ake .  6 

 Thank you.  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  8 

 Dav id  Landow.  9 

 VOICE:    He has  to  l eave .  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    He  le f t .  11 

 That 's  a l l  o f  t he  speakers  tha t  I  have  on  12 

the  red  l i gh t  cameras .   I 'm s o r ry .   D id  you  pu t  13 

i n  a  s l i p?   Why  don ' t  you  jus t  t e l l  us  your  name 14 

and address?  15 

 MS.  GUISE:    I 'm  Judy  Sanford  Gu ise .  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    F rom? 17 

 MS.  GUISE:    Do  you want  my pe rsona l  18 

address  ins tead  o f  on  a  fo rm?   26  Coun tsbur ry  19 

Avenue ,  Nor th  Va l l ey  S t ream,  New York  11580- 1748 .   20 

I  l i ve  i n  the  Th i rd  LD.  21 

 I  d idn ' t  come to  speak .   I  came to  be  22 

he re .   I  happen  to  be  a  t rus tee  o f  Fami l y  a nd 23 

Ch i l d ren 's  Assoc ia t i on ,  and a  lo t  o f  our  fo l ks  24 

had to  l eave  because  they  had  to  go  back  to  he lp  25 
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the  peop le  tha t  we ' re  a round  to  he lp .   But  I 'm  2 

de f i n i te ly  no t  speak ing  fo r  Fami ly  and  Ch i l d ren ' s  3 

Assoc ia t ion  r igh t  now.   I 'm speak ing  fo r  my se l f .   4 

I t ' s  rea l l y  more  an  obse rva t i on .   I  th ink  I 'm the  5 

on ly  person here  who  p robab ly  won ' t  ask  fo r  6 

any th ing .  7 

 I t ' s  my observa t ion  - -  we l l ,  t ha t  I 'm in  8 

a  case  o f  redef in ing  rea l i t y .   I  was  go ing  to  be  9 

to ta l l y  o r ig ina l l y ,  except  Mr .  Denenberg  sa id  10 

someth ing  a  few  minu tes  ago tha t  was  the  sa me.   11 

As  fa r  as  I  know,  i t  was  the  county  execut i ve ' s  12 

cho ice  to  make human  serv i ces  the  issue,  13 

apparent ly  w i th  the  suppor t  o f  a  l o t  o f  peo p le  i n  14 

th is  room,  and I  do  no t  unders tand  tha t .  15 

 I  spend a  lo t  o f  my t ime  look ing  a t  16 

po l i t i cs  and  o ther  th ings  l i ke  FaceBook.   S o  I ' ve  17 

been  watch ing  what 's  been go ing  on  i n  o ther  18 

s ta tes .   So I  know tha t  in  Wiscons in ,  a f te r  the  19 

gove rnor ,  who  hope fu l l y  w i l l  soon be  the  ex -20 

gove rnor ,  o f  the  S ta te  o f  Wiscons in  gave  aw ay the  21 

su rp lus  in  tha t  s ta te .   He  then dec ided the  22 

p rob lem in  the  s ta te  was  the  c iv i l  serv i ce  23 

workers ,  t he  emp loyees ,  wh ich ,  i nc iden ta l l y ,  he  24 

wasn ' t  as  concerned abou t  the  men who made a  l o t  25 
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o f  money .   He  was ac tua l l y  l ook ing  a t  the  w omen 2 

who are  mak ing  the  l eas t  money .    3 

 I 'm look ing  a t  wha t  goes  on  i n  Texas  and  4 

Tennessee.   Severa l  th ings  i n  Ar izona,  Nor t h  5 

Dako ta ,  the  Un i ted  S ta tes  Congress ,  I 'm no t  jus t  6 

l ook ing  a t  s ta tes ,  Nor th  Caro l ina ,  and  Geor g ia ,  7 

where  my  g randch i l d ren  now l i ve  and where  m y  8 

fami ly  l i ves  because  they  no  l onger  l i ve  in  9 

Nassau  County .   And what  I  f i nd  amaz ing  is  t he  10 

fac t  t ha t  we  now have a  war  on  the  human  11 

se rv ices .   O the r  p laces  have  a  war  on  women  or  12 

they  have a  war  on  o rgan ized  labor .   Bu t  th a t  i s  13 

what  I  am s i t t i ng  he re  and  I 'm  hear ing .   We  14 

shou ld  no t  be  d i scuss ing  the  need fo r  human  15 

se rv ices  i n  the  coun ty  because  you  ou tsourc ed 16 

those se rv ices  to  these prog rams  because  we  do  i t  17 

be t te r  and  we  do  i t  cheaper .   So  the re  shou ldn ' t  18 

be  any  d iscuss ion  o f  whe ther  we need  these 19 

se rv ices  o r  no t .  20 

 Mr .  Kope l ,  I  th ink  the  un fed  ch i ld  o r  the  21 

un fed  sen ior  migh t  t ake  excep t ion .   I  was  m ar r ied  22 

to  someone  - -  what  you  sa id  r esona ted w i th  h is  23 

v iew ,  because when  we wou ld  h ave  d ispu tes  ab ou t  24 

the  prob lems  o f  unemployment ,  he 'd  say  peop le  25 
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over  here  are  unemployed  and  those  peop le  b ecame 2 

employed .   The un fed  ch i ld  o r  sen io r  p robab ly  3 

wou ld  take  excep t ion  w i th  you ,  o f  say ing  i t ' s  4 

go ing  to  be  p rog ram A or  go ing  to  be  a rea  B .  5 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    By  the  way ,  tha t ' s  6 

j us t  a  fac t .   Th ink  abou t  i t .   I t ' s  jus t  a  fac t .   7 

I t ' s  go ing  to  be  A  o r  B ;  t he  money  i sn ' t  th e re .  8 

 MS.  GUISE:    I  unders tand tha t .   Bu t  9 

there ' s  a  d i f fe rence  in  the  fac ts .   We ' re  d o ing  10 

the  - -  t he  human  serv i ces  in  Nassau Coun ty  a re  11 

do ing  the  work  o f  Nassau  Coun ty .  12 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    By  a l l  means ,  13 

i den t i f y  B .  14 

 MS.  GUISE:    I t ' s  your  commun i ty  and  our  15 

commun i t y .   And  jus t  because  somebody ' s  dec ided 16 

tha t  t he  red  l i gh t  money  shou ld  be  on  the  17 

chopp ing  b lock  doesn ' t  make i t  so  tha t ' s  you r  job  18 

to  say  no .  19 

 CLERK MULLER:    Your  th ree  m inutes  have 20 

exp i red .  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  C le rk ,  d id  you  22 

jus t  say  the  th ree  m inutes  have exp i red?  23 

 CLERK MULLER:    Yes .   I  d id .  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    P lease ,  you have  to  25 
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make  tha t  c lear  because we ' re  no t  hear ing  i t  up  2 

he re .  3 

 CLERK MULLER:    I  w i l l  make i t  c learer .  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .    5 

 I 'm go ing  to  ca l l  now - -  t h i s  w i l l  be  ou r  6 

l as t  speaker  in  pub l ic  comment .   We ' l l  t ake  o the r  7 

speakers ,  as  we  do ,  a f te r  we  do the  leg i s la t i ve  8 

meet ing .   J im  Brown o f  Long Beach,  Sou th  Sh ore  9 

Au tobahn  Soc ie ty .   Th i s  i s  on  the  wa te r  wor ks  10 

p roper ty .  11 

 Fo r  those peop le  who  came he re  and  spoke  12 

on  the  red  l i gh t  camera ,  when  we  get  - -  i f  w e ge t  13 

to  the  hear ing  on  the  red  l i gh t  camera ,  a l l  o f  14 

your  tes t imony w i l l  be  made a  pa r t  o f  the  15 

t ransc r ip t  o f  t ha t  hea r ing .  16 

 Go  ahead ,  s i r .  17 

 MR.  BROWN:    He l lo .   My name i s  J im 18 

Brown.   I ’m here  on  beha l f  o f  the  South  Sho re  19 

Au tobahn  Soc ie ty .   We ' re  a  chapter  o f  the  20 

Na t iona l  Autobahn Soc ie ty ,  and  we represent  21 

approx imate l y  1700  fam i l ies  i n  Long Is land,  many  22 

o f  t hem a long  the  south  shore .   I 'm he re  to day  to  23 

address  o f  t he  Water  Works  p roper t y ,  wh ich  i s  on  24 

the  agenda  fo r  t oday ,  Reso lu t i on  Number  68-2 012 25 
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and the  proposed  o rd inance ,  Number  56-2012.   And  2 

we ' re  he re  to  thank  the  leg i s la tu re  and the  3 

execut ives ,  t he  execut ive  branch  fo r  dec id i ng  to  4 

pu rchase  the  Water  Works  p roper t y  f rom a  w i l l i ng  5 

se l l e r ,  us ing  bond  money  tha t  was approved in  6 

2004  and  2006 .   The res idents  o f  Nassau Cou n ty  7 

vo ted  to  save  open  space ,  and  th is  Water  Wo rks  8 

p roper ty ,  wh ich  ad jo ins  the  B rooks ide  Prese rve ,  9 

w i l l  p ro tec t  the  B rooks ide  P rese rve  f rom th e  10 

ravages o f  deve lopment  and  p ro tec t  t he  wet l ands  11 

there .   12 

 The South  Shore  Au tobahn  Soc ie ty ,  fo r  13 

many  yea rs ,  has  worked  to  ge t  the  coun ty  to  buy  14 

th is  l and,  and  we 've  a lso  bee n  care takers  o f  t he  15 

B rooks ide  Prese rve .   W i th  th i s  new p roper ty  tha t  16 

now a l l  o f  t he  res iden ts  o f  Nassau  County  w i l l  17 

have ,  ou r  o ld  p reserve  w i l l  be  p ro tec ted  an d  we 18 

w i l l  manage the  new one.  19 

 A l so ,  the  res idents  o f  t he  20 

F reepor t /Ba ldwin  a rea  where  the  Wate r  Works  21 

p roper ty  i s  l oca ted  suppor t  t h is  purchase.   They  22 

fo rmed  a  coa l i t i on .   We apprec ia te  the  he lp  tha t  23 

they 've  g i ven  in  b r i ng ing  th i s  to  f ru i t i on .  24 

 The Soc ie ty ,  wha t  we  do a t  B rooks ide  i s  25 
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what  we hope  to  do  w i th  the  new proper ty .   We 2 

l ead  gu ided tou rs  open  to  a l l  the  pub l ic .   W e do  3 

b i rd  wa lks ,  c leanups ,  and invo lve  the  commu n i t y  4 

i n  the  p rese rve ,  and  we ' re  l ook ing  fo rward  to  5 

do ing  tha t  w i th  th is  new purchase.  6 

 We ' re  happy tha t  t he  county ,  i n  a  non-7 

pa r t i san ,  b ipar t i san  way ,  has  dec ided to  go  ahead 8 

w i th  th i s  pu rchase ,  and to  he lp  the  env i ron men t  9 

o f  Nassau County  and  to  ge t  t h is  open space .   10 

Because the  env i ronmen t  o f  Nassau Coun ty  an d  a l l  11 

o f  Long Is land i s  under  so  much pressu re  an d  12 

rea l l y  under  s iege .   So we  thank  you  fo r  pu t t i ng  13 

th is  on  the  agenda .   And  Sout h  Shore  Autobah n 14 

Soc ie ty  looks  fo rward  to  work ing  w i th  the  c oun ty  15 

as  th ings  move fo rward .  16 

 Thank you.  17 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  18 

Jacobs .  19 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Thank  you .  20 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Mr .  B rown.  21 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Mr .  B rown ,  you don ' t  22 

rea l l y  have to  come back  up .   I t ' s  me.   H i .    23 

 I  wanted  to  te l l  you  tha t  when  the  24 

env i ronmen ta l  bond  ac ts  were  passed,  t ru th f u l l y ,  25 
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I  was  the  pres id ing  o f f i ce r  and Mr .  Schmi t t  was  2 

m ino r i ty  l eader .   Ne i the r  one  o f  us  was sur e  th i s  3 

wou ld  ever  pass  because,  i f  you  reca l l ,  th i ngs  4 

were  no t  g rea t  t hen e i ther .   I  mean,  you  kn ow,  i t  5 

d idn ' t  happen  to  the  economy ove rn igh t .   I t ' s  no t  6 

go ing  to  be  cured overn igh t .   Bu t  i t  amazed  me 7 

tha t  77  pe rcent  o f  t he  peop le  approved  both  8 

env i ronmen ta l  bond  ac ts .   And  in  Oys te r  Bay  9 

espec ia l l y ,  where  I  happen  to  l i ve ,  they  ap proved 10 

i t  even though Oys te r  Bay  had  the i r  own 11 

env i ronmen ta l  bond  ac t  a t  the  t ime .   I t  was  12 

to ta l l y  amaz ing .   I t  showed a  rea l i za t ion  o n  the  13 

pa r t  o f  peop le  to  p ro tec t  wha tever  we have le f t  14 

tha t  we can in  o rder  to  leave  someth ing  fo r  the  15 

fu tu re .   So the  mon ies  fo r  t h i s  - -  j us t  so  w e 16 

don ' t  con fuse  everyone  in  the  aud ience .   Th e  17 

mon ies  fo r  t h is  acqu is i t ion  a re  pa r t  o f  tha t  18 

env i ronmen ta l  bond  ac t ,  wh ich  was by  re fe re ndum 19 

approved  by  a l l  o f  Nassau Coun ty  and  a re  in  a  20 

separa te  fund .   And the  reason  we were  so  p leased 21 

w i th  th i s  pa r t i cu la r  parce l  i s  because  i t  22 

p ro tec ts  the  prese rve  near  i t  and a l so  tha t  i t ' s  23 

on  the  sou th  sho re ;  open  space  was  hard  to  come 24 

by  the re ,  and  we  fe l t  tha t  t h i s  wou ld  be  a t  leas t  25 
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a  l i nk  to  mak ing  sure  we  had some,  some to ta l l y  2 

l ook  a t  what  they ' re  go ing  to  be  do ing  and make 3 

su re  tha t  the re  is  as  much  p rese rva t ion  inv o lved  4 

as  can  be .  5 

 I ’m g lad  you ' re  g lad .   I  can  te l l  you  6 

tha t  we are  very  happy  a lso .   I t ' s  one  o f  t he  7 

rema in ing ,  am I  r i gh t  Dave ,  one o f  t he  rema in ing  8 

p ieces  l e f t  t o  be  f i na l i zed .   And tha t  goes  fo r  9 

bo th  s ides  o f  t he  a i s le .    10 

 We a l l  r ecogn ize  the  impor tance.   We were  11 

neve r  su re  the  pub l i c  recogn ized  the  impor t ance;  12 

they  d id .   And we 've  been go ing  a long as  we ' re  13 

ab le  to  do  i t .   Thank you.  14 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    That ' s  t he  end  o f  15 

the  pub l ic  comment  per iod .  16 

 (Whereupon ,  the  fo l l ow ing  is  t he  17 

cont inua t ion  o f  the  minu tes  o f  t he  May  21,  2012 18 

meet ing  o f  t he  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re . )  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Are  there  any  fu r the r  20 

i t ems to  be  heard?  21 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   22 

 Any  add i t i ona l  pub l i c  comment  tha t  we 23 

haven ' t  heard  f rom a l ready?  24 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   25 
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 I ' l l  t ake  a  mot ion  to  c lose  the  hear ing .   2 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Mo t ion  to  c lose  3 

the  hear ing .   4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  5 

Gonsa lves .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    There ' s  someone 7 

coming  up .  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Who is  coming up?  I  9 

asked four  t imes .  10 

 MS.  MYLES:    I 'm  sor ry .  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I 'm so r ry .  12 

 MS.  MYLES:     I  was  t r y ing  to  be  - -  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Th is  guy  was  b lock ing  14 

the  v i s ion .   Go  ahead.  15 

 MS.  MYLES:    My  name i s  Jan ice  My les .   16 

I 'm a  res iden t  o f  New Casse l ,  New York .   I ' m  a lso  17 

the  execut ive  d i rec tor  o f  Concerned C i t i zen s  fo r  18 

Ros lyn  You th  Incorpo ra ted .  19 

 My  fam i l y  came to  Nassau  Coun ty  in  the  20 

ea r l y  1930 's .   I ' ve  been  a  re s iden t  o f  Nassa u 21 

Coun ty  s ince  b i r th .   I  l e f t  t emporar i l y  to  go  to  22 

co l l ege.  23 

 I  can ' t  be labor  the  po in t  abou t  what  24 

everybody sa id  today .   But  you  passed a  law .   25 
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Everybody d id  i t .   I t  was  unan imous.   We lo bb ied  2 

fo r  tha t  money and  we fought  hard  fo r  i t  to  be  3 

there  so  tha t  we  wou ld  no t  have to  be  he re  a ga in  4 

to  ta l k  to  you about  sav ing  se rv ices  to  you ng 5 

peop le .  6 

 I ’m a  taxpayer .   I  own  a  home.   I  wou ld  7 

say  tha t  t he  peop le  who are  owed  th i s  money  8 

p robab ly  dese rve  i t .   Bu t  I  don ' t  know tha t  you 9 

take  money  f rom ind igent  popu la t ions  to  tak e  care  10 

o f  t h i s .   We  d idn ' t  c rea te  i t .  11 

 I f  I  was  on  the  o the r  s ide  and  you  owed 12 

me  money ,  I  don ' t  know tha t  my  pos i t ion  wou ld  be  13 

any  d i f f e ren t .   And I  w ish  some o f  t hose  pe op le  14 

were  here  today  to  say  to  you ,  you  know,  ye s  o r  15 

no ,  you shou ld  take  th is  money  f rom these p eop le .   16 

Maybe you shou ld  s i t  us  a l l  i n  t he  room tog e ther  17 

and le t  us  t r y  and  ta l k  abou t  whethe r  they  even 18 

th ink  i t ' s  f a i r  fo r  you to  do  th is  to  us  in  th is  19 

manner .   But  s ince  tha t  d idn ' t  happen,  we h ave  to  20 

accept ,  I  guess ,  wha t  you ' re  say ing  your  po s i t ion  21 

i s .  22 

 I  th ink  tha t  you  need to  a t  l eas t  take  23 

i n to  cons ide ra t i on  tha t  laws  a re  no t  a lways  made  24 

to  be  broken  and  tha t  some peop le  ho ld  you 25 
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accoun tab le .    2 

 I ’m go ing  to  go  even  fu r ther .   I  am a  3 

repub l ican .   When I  g rew up,  you  were  to ld  you  4 

had to  be  a  repub l ican  i f  you  were  go ing  to  work  5 

i n  Nassau County .   I 'm  go ing  to  be  60  nex t  yea r  -  6 

nex t  mon th ,  excuse  me.   So  a l l  o f  my  yea rs  i n  7 

th is  county  tha t ' s  wha t  I ' ve  been.   I  vo ted  fo r  8 

Mangano.   Bu t  I  a l so  vo ted  fo r  Wayne  Wink .   Wayne 9 

i s  t he  person  tha t  i s  in  my commun i t y  where  I  10 

work  and  a lso  - -  no t  i n  the  c ommun i t y  where  I  11 

l i ve ,  bu t  in  the  communi ty  wh ere  I  work .   An d I  12 

d idn ' t  vo te  fo r  h im.   Bu t  I  vo te  fo r  h im ,  i f  you  13 

unders tand  what  I 'm say ing ,  because I  can ' t  14 

rea l l y  vo te  fo r  h im.   Bu t  he  i s  in  the  d is t r i c t  15 

where  I  work ,  t he  leg i s la to r ,  and he  a lways  w i l l  16 

have  my suppor t  because he 's  a lways  been  a  f r i end 17 

to  our  commun i t y  where  I  serve .  18 

 I  can  on ly  say  to  you tha t  no t  be ing  19 

pa r t i san  o r  be ing  pa r t i san  i s  no t  an  i ssue here  20 

today .   You cannot  va lue  huma n  l i f e  based up on  21 

someth ing  tha t  you  owe  somebody,  t ha t  we  d i dn ' t  22 

c rea te .   I  t h ink  my appea l  t o  you is  to  be  fa i r .    23 

 You ta lk  abou t  i n teg r i ty .   I  hea rd  tha t  24 

word  k ind  o f  th rown around  a  l o t  t oday .   An d  i f  25 
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you rea l l y  know what  the  de f i n i t ion  o f  i t  i s ,  and 2 

I 'm su re  you  do ,  t he  i n teg r i t y  wou ld  be  to  n o t  3 

resc ind  the  l aw  tha t  you  passed,  to  save  se rv i ces  4 

fo r  youth ,  f ami l ies ,  and  sen io rs ,  and human  5 

se rv ices  i n  th i s  County .  6 

 Thank you.  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .  8 

 A  mo t ion  to  c lose  the  hear ing?  9 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Mo t ion  to  c lose  10 

the  hear ing .  11 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mo t ion  to  c lose  the  13 

hear ing  by  Leg is la to r  Gonsa lves ,  seconded b y  14 

Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  15 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  c los ing  the  hear ing  16 

p lease  say  aye.  17 

 (Aye . )  18 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Dunne  vo tes  aye .  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Denn is  Dunne  vo tes  20 

aye.  21 

 Now we ' re  go ing  to  go  to  I tem Number  5 .   22 

I t ' s  t he  vo te  on  the  l oca l  l aw  tha t  we  jus t  he ld  23 

the  pub l ic  hear ing  on .  24 

 Mo t ion ,  p lease?  25 
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 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  2 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mo t ion  by  Leg is la to r  4 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  5 

 Any  fu r the r  deba te  o r  d i scuss ion  on  th is  6 

i t em? 7 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Leg is la to r  Dunne 8 

vo tes  aye.  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Wa i t  a  mi nu te .   I  10 

haven ' t  ca l l ed  the  vo te  ye t ,  Leg is la to r  Dun ne,  11 

bu t  I  apprec ia te  tha t .  12 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  - -  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Wa i t .   Pe ter ,  can  14 

the  reco rd  f rom pub l ic  comment ,  can  we  have  tha t  15 

i nco rpora ted?  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    We d id  tha t  a l ready .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So r ry .  18 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    That 's  a l r igh t .  19 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  the  loca l  law,  w i th  20 

the  pub l ic  comment  added  to  the  reco rd ,  p le ase  21 

say  aye.  22 

 (Aye . )  23 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Dunne  vo tes  aye .  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Denn is  Dunne  vo tes  25 
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aye.  2 

 A l l  opposed?  3 

 (Nay . )  4 

 Le t  the  reco rd  show tha t  t he  i tem is  5 

ca r r ied  by  a  vo te  o f  t en  to  n ine ,  ten  vo tes  o f  6 

the  ma jo r i t y  in  favo r  and n ine  vo tes  o f  the  7 

m ino r i ty  opposed .  8 

 Nex t  we have  a  hear ing  on  a  l oca l  law 9 

au thor iz ing  the  coun ty  execu t i ve  to  take  any  and  10 

a l l  ac t i ons  he  deems necessa ry  to  c rea te  $4 0  11 

m i l l ion  in  sav ings  fo r  t he  county .  12 

 May I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 13 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  14 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Seconded.  15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mo t ion  by  Leg is la to r  16 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is l a to r  Muscare l l a .   17 

 We have an  amendment  i n  the  na tu re  o f  a  18 

subs ta t i on  tha t  was d i s t r i bu ted  on  May  11.   I t ' s  19 

i n t roduced  by  myse l f .   I t  adds  Sec t ions  B,  C ,  D,  20 

and E to  the  proposed leg i s la t ion .   Spec i f i ca l l y  21 

- -  eve rybody  has  i t ,  I  be l iev e .   But  f o r  the  22 

reco rd ,  the  execut ive  orde r  - -  any  execu t ive  23 

o rde rs  taken  under  th i s  leg i s la t ion  - -  my w ords  -24 

-  sa id  execu t i ve  o rder  sha l l  be  f i led  w i th  t he  25 
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Coun ty  C le rk ,  t he  C lerk  o f  t he  Nassau Count y  2 

Leg is la tu re ,  and  pos ted  consp icuous ly  on  th e  3 

coun ty  webs i te  w i th in  24  hour s  o f  i t s  i ssuan ce .    4 

 I t em C .   The  county  execut ive  sha l l  f i l e ,  5 

on  a  quar te r l y  bas is  w i th  the  Coun ty  C le rk ,  and 6 

the  C lerk  o f  the  Leg is la tu re ,  a  s ta temen t  7 

de ta i l ing  the  sav ings  ach ieved  and  the  sav i ngs  8 

es t ima ted to  be  ach ieved  by  the  issuance  o f  9 

execut ive  orde rs  pursuan t  to  Subd iv i s ion  A.  10 

 I t em D .   The  au tho r i t i es  g ran ted  by  th is  11 

l oca l  law sha l l  exp i re  upon the  ce r t i f i ca t i on  12 

i ssued  by  the  O f f i ce  o f  Leg is la t i ve  Budget  13 

Rev iew,  the  $40  mi l l ion  in  sav ings  has  been  14 

ach ieved .  15 

 I t em E .   Any  sav ings  rea l i zed  pu rsuant  to  16 

the  au thor i t i es  g ran ted  by  th i s  loca l  law s ha l l  17 

be  used so le l y  to  f i nance tax  ce r t io ra r i ,  18 

j udgment ,  and  se t t lements .  19 

 That 's  t he  amendment .   I ' l l  o f fe r  i t .   20 

Can I  have  a  second,  p lease? 21 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Second .  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Seconded  by  23 

Leg is la to r  Gonsa lves .  24 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  the  amendment  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  374  Full Legislature – 5-21-12 

p lease  say  aye.  2 

 (Aye . )  3 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Aye .  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Any  opposed?  5 

 (Nay . )  6 

 The amendment  passes  by  a  vo te  o f  ten  to  7 

n ine .  8 

 We have a  hear ing  on  the  i tem as  amended .   9 

The hear ing  is  open.   I  have  some s l ips  her e .   We 10 

have  Jer ry  La r i cch iu ta .    11 

 MR.  LARICCHIUTA:    Good a f te rnoon,  12 

Leg is la to rs .   Thank you fo r  t he  oppor tun i ty  to  13 

come up and t ry  to  exp la in  ou r  po in t  o f  v ie w  on a  14 

l aw tha t  we be l i eve  is  go ing  to  be  passed t oday ,  15 

i n  these  chambers ,  wh ich  v io la tes  two o ther  laws ,  16 

wh ich  one is  federa l  and  one  i s  s ta te .  17 

 The reason  we  b rough t  ou r  rep resen ta t i ves  18 

up  here  w i th  these  s igns  i s  t o  show and 19 

demons t ra te  - -  because  we 've  heard  f rom Maj o r i t y  20 

Leader  Schmi t t  and  o ther  l eg i s la to rs ,  as  we l l ,  21 

tha t  i n  o rde r  fo r  the  un ions  to  s top  be ing  22 

a t tacked  by  th i s  admin is t ra t i on  and by  23 

gove rnment ,  i n  genera l ,  they  need to  come t o  the  24 

tab le  and do  the i r  f a i r  share .   We l l ,  as  yo u  can  25 
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see,  go ing  a l l  t he  way  back  f rom 2008,  when  Mr .  2 

Suozz i  was  s t i l l  t he  county  execut ive ,  s t ra i gh t  3 

to  t i l l  we  speak  today ,  the  CSEA a lone  has  e i the r  4 

conceded ,  th rough nego t ia t ions ,  o r  have had  the i r  5 

money taken away  invo lun ta r i l y ,  jus t  t he  CS EA,  to  6 

the  tune  o f  $135  m i l l i on .   I  wou ld  say  tha t  a lone 7 

i s  more  than  i t s  f a i r  share .   Ye t ,  we s i t  he re  8 

today  wa i t ing  fo r  a  law to  be  passed  wh ich  9 

v io la tes  the  ve ry  B ib le ,  I  wou ld  say ,  tha t  our  10 

gove rnment  and our  democracy  i s  based on ;  t he  11 

Un i ted  S ta tes  Cons t i tu t i on ,  wh ich  took  116 days  12 

and was passed in  1787 ,  has  been  amended  27  t imes 13 

over  the  yea rs ,  and each  amendment ,  in  i t se l f ,  14 

took  a  l ong t ime  and  a  l o t  o f  deba te  and  a  g rea t  15 

amount  o f  ene rgy  f rom bo th  s ides ,  and i t  a f fec ts  16 

a l l  leve l  o f  governmen t  -  fed e ra l ,  s ta te ,  l o ca l  17 

gove rnment .   No  one is  ab le  to  c i r cumven t  t he  18 

l aws  o f  the  l and  spe l l ed  ou t  by  the  Un i ted  S ta tes  19 

Cons t i tu t i on .   Yet ,  we  s i t  he re  today  and y ou are  20 

abou t  to  pass  a  law wh ich  v io la tes  the  very  21 

founda t ion  o f  ou r  democracy  as  a  count ry  -  t he  22 

Un i ted  S ta tes  Cons t i tu t i on  -  wh ich  c lear ly  s ays  23 

no  s ta te  sha l l  pass  a  law or  l eg is la t i on  wh i ch  24 

supersedes  a  con t rac t .   I t ' s  ca l led  the  25 
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cont rac tua l  c lause  o f  the  Un i ted  S ta tes  2 

Cons t i tu t i on .   I  know Mr .  C iampo l i  w i l l  com e up 3 

he re  and  g ive  you d i f f e ren t  reasons why he  4 

be l i eves  the re ' s  l oopho les ;  t here  are  no  5 

l oopho les .   I n  fac t ,  our  l awyers  a re  s tand i ng  by  6 

wa i t ing  fo r  t he  moment  th i s  l eg i s la t ion ,  i f  i t  i s  7 

passed ,  we  w i l l  be  i n  fede ra l  cour t  on  tha t  po in t  8 

on ly .   Bu t  I  jus t  th ink  - -  I  f ind  i t  very ,  v ery  9 

i nsu l t ing .     10 

 I t ' s  one  th ing  when an  ind iv idua l  o r  a  11 

g roup o f  peop le  t r y  to  enac t  someth ing ,  a  po l i cy ,  12 

wh ich  v io la tes  a  l aw .   Tha t  goes  to  cour t  a nd 13 

even tua l l y  f i nds  i t s  way  to  Supreme Cour t ,  i t ' s  14 

e i ther  found  in  v io la t ion  o f  t he  Const i t u t i on  or  15 

no t .   Bu t ,  i ns tead ,  what  we ' re  go ing  to  f in d  16 

ou rse l ves  in  i s  the  ra re  - -  I  don ' t  even  kno w i f  17 

i t ' s  eve r  been  done in  th i s  c oun t ry .   We ' re  go ing  18 

to  f ind  ou rse lves  w i th  a  coun ty  tha t  has  on  i t s  19 

book  a  l aw ,  an  ac tua l  law tha t  we are  to  fo l low 20 

as  c i t i zens  o f  t h i s  coun ty  wh ich  v io la tes  t he  21 

Cons t i tu t i on  o f  the  Un i ted  S ta tes .   Never  b een  22 

heard  o f  be fo re ,  no t  i n  my  l i f e  anyway .   I 'm  23 

look ing  fo r  research  to  f i nd  where  o ther  24 

l eg i s la t i ve  bod ies  have passed  laws wh ich  v io la te  25 
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ou r  Cons t i tu t ion .    2 

 On  top  o f  tha t ,  be ing  ve ry  d i f fe ren t  i n  3 

New York  S ta te ,  we  have what ' s  known as  the  New 4 

York  S ta te  Ta i l o r  Law.   And the  Ta i l o r  Law 5 

c lea r l y  says  tha t  gove rnment  - -  6 

 FEMALE VOICE:    Your  th ree  m inutes  a re  7 

up .  8 

 MR.  LARICCHIUTA:    t hank  you  - -  employers  9 

must  negot ia te  changes  in  con t rac ts  and the y  10 

cannot  un i la te ra l l y  change  the  con ten ts  o f  a  11 

cont rac t .   That ' s  a  v io la t ion  o f  t he  New Yo rk  12 

S ta te  Ta i l o r  Law.   And  the  New York  Sta te  T a i l o r  13 

Law pro tec ts  bo th  res idents  and workers .   W e 14 

cannot  s t r i ke  and we  ab ide  by  tha t  ru le ,  ye t  we 15 

have  the  T r i -Bo rough  Agreemen t  wh ich  a l l ows  us  to  16 

ma in ta in  wha t  we  have nego t ia ted  un t i l  a  ne w 17 

cont rac t  i s  i n  p lace .   Those  a re  some o f  th e  18 

ma jo r  p rov is ions  o f  the  Ta i l o r  Law.   But  19 

ce r ta in l y  pass ing  a  law wh ich  reads ,  A  reso lu t ion  20 

au thor iz ing  the  coun ty  execu t i ve  to  take  an y  and  21 

a l l  ac t i ons  he  deems necessa ry  to  f i l l  a  $4 0  22 

m i l l ion  budge t  gap  -  I  t h ink  I  h i t  t ha t  p re t ty  23 

much  r igh t  on  the  head ,  ve rba t im ,  i s ,  in  i t se l f ,  24 

i l lega l .   And  I  be l i eve  as  l awmakers ,  you c annot  25 
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be  law  b reakers ,  you  mus t  be  l aw  makers .   I f ,  in  2 

fac t ,  th is  body  does  shamefu l l y  pass  th i s  l aw 3 

wh ich  v io la tes  our  Const i t u t i on ,  I  be l ieve  those  4 

l awmakers  tha t  vo te  in  favor  o f  th is  shou ld  be  5 

sanc t i f i ed .   They  shou ld  be  he ld  accountab l e  fo r  6 

the i r  ac t i ons .   I  be l i eve  tha t  t hey  shou ld  be ,  7 

j us t  l i ke  a  c i t i zen  o f  t h i s  coun t ry  wou ld  b e ,  8 

when  we v io la te  laws .   I t ' s  your  respons ib i l i t y  9 

to  fo l low the  l aw o f  t he  l and .  10 

 As  these  s igns  c lear ly  show,  CSEA a lone,  11 

a long w i th  ou r  b ro ther  and  s i s te r  un ions  in  the  12 

coun ty ,  have  g i ven  hundreds  o f  m i l l i ons  o f  13 

do l l a rs  back  to  the  coun ty ,  some o f  i t  was  g iven  14 

and conceded ,  some o f  i t  was  taken .   We hav e  done 15 

more  than ou r  fa i r  sha re .   And  I  warn  every body,  16 

even  those  res iden ts  ou t  t he re  tha t  d id  tak e  the  17 

pos i t i on  the  un ions  need  to  pay  more .   I  wa rn  you 18 

a l l  w i th  respec t ,  p lease ,  pay  a t ten t ion  to  th i s  19 

l aw.   Th is  i s  a  dangerous  ac t i on  be ing  take n  20 

today .   Th is  can  go  much  fu r ther  than jus t  21 

h i t t ing  the  un ions .   Th i s  can  h i t  every  res ident  22 

i n  Nassau County .   Remember  the  words  - -  tak e  any  23 

and any  ac t i ons  he  deems necessa ry .    24 

 Th is  i s  the  Un i ted  S ta tes  o f  Amer i ca .   We 25 
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a re  the  b igges t  democracy  and  the  bes t  and 2 

g rea tes t  coun t ry  on  the  p lane t .   And  we s tan d 3 

he re  i n  Nassau County  ready ,  w i l l i ng ,  and a b le  to  4 

v io la te  ou r  own  Cons t i tu t i on  because  o f  po l i t i cs .   5 

And I 'm go ing  to  te l l  you  tha t  I 'm  no t  b lam ing  6 

one pa r t y  he re .   I  t h ink  bo th  pa r t ies  a re  u s ing  7 

po l i t i cs  to  make  fo r  bad  gove rnmen t .   And I ' m 8 

go ing  to  te l l  you  r i gh t  now,  a t  the  end o f  t he  9 

day  the  res iden ts  a re  smar te r  and more  educ a ted  10 

than  you  th ink  they  are ,  as  the  un ions  a re .   And  11 

I  hope  eve ryone  pays  a t ten t i on  to  these ac t i ons  12 

because they  are  so  insu l t ing ,  no t  on l y  to  our  13 

un ion  and your  county  workers ,  bu t  t o  every  14 

res ident  o f  t h i s  county .   And  I  hope  tha t  y ou 15 

take  tha t  se r ious l y  be fo re  you  gave l  t ha t  l aw in .  16 

 Thank you.  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  La r i cch iu ta ,  I 'm  18 

su re  severa l  leg is la to rs  a re  go ing  to  want  to  19 

respond to  you.  20 

 F i rs t ,  be fore  I  respond to  yo u ,  I  jus t  21 

want  to  pu t  on to  the  record  tha t  an  amendme nt  to  22 

th is  l eg is la t ion  was  p roposed  today  by  the  county  23 

execut ive ,  bu t  un for tuna te ly ,  as  the  county  24 

a t to rney  shou ld  know,  amendments  have to  be  f i led  25 
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w i th  the  c le rk  fo r  seven  days  be fo re  they  c an be  2 

ac ted  upon ,  so  we can ' t  ac t  on  th i s  today .   Bu t  3 

we  cer ta in ly  have i t  f i l ed  and  w i l l  c i rcu la te  i t .   4 

Bu t  i t  adds  a  p rov is ion .   I  don ' t  know i f  t h is  5 

changes your  fee l i ng  o r  no t .   I t  says  tha t  t he  6 

p rov is ions  o f  t he  - -  I  don ’ t  wan t  to  read t he  7 

l ega l  te rm ino logy .   The prov i s ions  o f  the  c lauses  8 

1 ,  3 ,  4 ,  and  5  sha l l  no t  be  app l icab le  to  a ny  9 

pub l ic  emp loyees '  un ion  tha t  en ters  in to  a  10 

concess ion  ag reement  w i th  Nassau  County  on  o r  11 

be fo re  Ju l y  1 ,  2012.   However ,  app l i cab i l i t y  i s  12 

sub jec t  to  each  concess ion  ag reement ,  hav ing  13 

a t ta ined  a l l  necessa ry  approva ls .   Tha t ' s  j us t  14 

the  amendment  tha t  t he  county  execut ive  - -  i t  15 

w i l l  come to  the  l eg is la tu re  a t  the  nex t  me e t ing .   16 

We can  rev is i t  t h i s  law i f  i t ' s  passed  toda y  and  17 

amend i t  i f  i t ' s  t he  w i l l  o f  t he  body  to  do  tha t .  18 

 To  you r  po in t ,  sure l y  you know tha t  the  19 

Un i ted  S ta tes  Cons t i tu t i on ,  i n  o rder  to  be  20 

amended,  each  amendment  has  to  be  approved by  the  21 

s ta tes  and  a  ce r ta in  number  o f  s ta tes  have to  22 

ra t i f y ,  wh ich  i s  why  i t  takes  so  l ong,  and 23 

p roper ly  so .   Th is  i s  no t  tha t .   Th i s  i s  now here  24 

near  tha t .   Th i s  i s  because o f ,  as  you  p rob ab ly  25 
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read  in  the  paper  when  th i s  was f i rs t  p ropo sed ,  2 

my  recep t ion  to  i t  and  many o f  t he  o ther  3 

l eg i s la to rs  on  my s ide ,  the i r  recept ion  to  i t  was  4 

l ukewarm,  to  say  the  l eas t .   Bu t  a f te r  see i ng  the  5 

ex ten t  o f  the  f i nanc ia l  d i f f i cu l t i es  and  th e  6 

necess i t y  to  save $40 mi l l ion  fo r  a l l  o f  th e  7 

reasons tha t  we ' re  bea t ing  i n to  a  dead  hors e  8 

today  - -  now the  bond ing  go ing  down,  and  th e  9 

j udgments  be ing  po ten t ia l l y  ou t  there  to  co me in .   10 

You sk ipped ove r  the  fac t  tha t  t h i s  a l lows h im to  11 

take  wha teve r  ac t i ons  he  deems necessa ry  to  12 

ach ieve  $40 m i l l ion  in  sav ings .   And  the  13 

au thor i t y  tha t  we ' re  g ran t ing  to  h im  sunset s  once 14 

the  leg i s la t i ve  independen t  budget  o f f i ce  s ays  15 

tha t  t hey  have saved  $40  m i l l i on ,  whethe r  t ha t  16 

sav ings  comes  abou t  as  a  resu l t  o f  concess i on  17 

ag reemen ts  o r  i t  comes  about  as  a  resu l t  o f  18 

ac t i ons  tha t  he  takes .   Fo r t y  mi l l ion  do l la r s  and 19 

the  au thor iza t i on  ceases .  20 

 Au thor iza t ion  has  been  g ran ted  in  th is  21 

way to  execu t ives  a t  eve ry  l eve l  o f  gove rnm ent .   22 

Sure ly  you ' re  o ld  enough ,  l i ke  I  am,  to  rem ember ,  23 

a l though  i t  d id  no t  end we l l ,  the  Gu l f  o f  T onka 24 

Reso lu t i on ,  where  the  Congress  o f  the  Un i te d  25 
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S ta tes  ceded  to  the  pres iden t  the  au thor i ty  to  2 

take  the  s teps  necessa ry  to  p ro tec t  the  cou n t ry .   3 

We a re  ced ing  to  the  county  e xecut ive  l im i te d  4 

au thor i t y  to  take  the  s teps  necessary  to  p ro tec t  5 

the  coun ty .   The  county  needs  to  be  pro tec t ed  6 

f rom these  judgmen ts .   Now,  the  process  o f  t he  7 

l eg i s la tu re  i s  i f  the  coun ty  execu t i ve  was to  8 

recommend tha t  a  depar tmen t  be  merged or  a  9 

depar tment  be  shut ted ,  as  the  leg i s la t ion  s ays ,  10 

he  wou ld  have  to  f i l e  down  leg is la t i on  w i th  the  11 

c le rk ,  i t  wou ld  have  to  s i t  i n  the  c le rk 's  o f f i ce  12 

fo r  17  days ,  i t  wou ld  then  have to  be  ca len dared  13 

and go  th rough commi t tees ,  and  then I ' d  hav e  to  14 

ca l l  a  mee t ing  o f  the  leg i s la tu re  and ho ld  a  15 

hear ing ,  and  then a f te r  the  hear ing  we  cou l d  have 16 

a  vo te .   The  need is  now.   I t ' s  no t  30  days  f rom 17 

now.   I t ' s  no t  45  days  f rom now when  we can  18 

f i n i sh  our  p rocess .   So we 've  bu i l t  in to  th i s  19 

tha t  he  has  to  come back  to  us  and  repor t  ba ck  to  20 

us  on  what 's  been done ,  i t  has  to  be  c lose  21 

mon i to r i ng  o f  what 's  been done ,  and the  22 

au thor iza t ion ,  as  I  sa id ,  exp i red  w i th  the  23 

sav ings  o f  $40 m i l l i on .  24 

 I  do  no t  be l i eve  fo r  one  m inu te  tha t  t h i s  25 
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g i ves  h im the  au thor iza t ion  to  i nvade New Je rsey .   2 

I t  doesn ' t  g i ve  h im the  un l im i ted  power  to  do  3 

every th ing  and any th ing  tha t  he  wants  to  do .   I t  4 

g i ves  h im the  power  to  take  the  s teps  neces sary  5 

obv ious l y  w i th in  the  con f ines  o f  s ta te  and 6 

fede ra l  law,  to  take  wha teve r  s teps  are  nec essary  7 

to  save $40 mi l l ion .   I  do  no t  unders tand th e  8 

v i scera l  reac t i on  he re  i f  wha t  you  say  to  us  i s  9 

t rue .   I f  th i s  l aw  i s  no t  go ing  to  s tand  10 

sc ru t i ny ,  go  to  cour t  and knock  i t  ou t .   I  don ' t  11 

see robes  on  you ,  w i th  a l l  due  respec t .   I ’ m  not  12 

a  lawyer .   I  don ' t  have the  answer  to  these  13 

ques t ions .   I  have  a  request  here  f rom the  county  14 

execut ive  to  rece ive  th i s  au thor i t y  to  take  the  15 

ac t i ons  tha t  he  has  to  take ,  per iod .   I f  the  16 

l eg i s la tu re  sees  f i t  t o  g ran t  tha t  and  you th ink  17 

i t ' s  i l l ega l  o r  the  CSEA th inks  i t ' s  i l l ega l l y ,  18 

w i th  a l l  due  respec t ,  take  i t  to  cou r t .   Le t  t he  19 

j udges  dec ide .  20 

 Leg is la to r  Fo rd  wanted  to  say  someth ing .  21 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Good a f te rnoon.   Thank 22 

you fo r  coming down and br ing ing  th i s  to  ou r  23 

a t ten t ion .   I  do  have a  concern  as  we l l ,  an d  24 

maybe we  sha re  the  same concern .  25 
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 I t  was  my unders tand ing  or ig ina l l y  when I  2 

f i rs t  heard  abou t  some o f  the  changes tha t  t he  3 

coun ty  execu t ive  wan ted to  do ,  t ha t  th is  wo u ld  4 

a l low h im to  poss ib l y  fu r l ough  peop le ,  l i ke ,  a  5 

ce r ta in  number  o f  days .   Bas ica l l y ,  l i ke  wh en we  6 

had passed  i t  seve ra l  years  ago under  Tom S uozz i .  7 

 MR.  LARICCHIUTA:    Cor rec t .  8 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    I  be l ieve  tha t  was 9 

a l so  the  same commiss ion .   I t  has  come to  m y  10 

a t ten t ion  tha t  t h i s  i s  a  l i t t l e  b i t  more  th an or  11 

maybe a  lo t  more  than jus t  a  mere  fu r l ough o f  12 

ce r ta in  employees.   So  I  had requested  tha t  13 

somebody  f rom the  admin i s t ra t i on  who  was  we l l  14 

ve rsed  in  labor  law to  be  he re .   I 'm  hop ing  tha t  15 

pe rson  can  ge t  up  and exp la in  to  me what  ex ac t ly  16 

th is  l eg is la t ion  i s  go ing  to  a l l ow  the  coun ty  17 

execut ive  to  do  in  regards  to  the  labo r .  18 

 MR.  LARICCHIUTA:    Leg is la to r  Fo rd ,  we  19 

a re  angry  a t  a l l  par t i es  because  o f  th is  ac t ion .  20 

 F rom be ing  a  county  execut ive ,  you  a lmos t  21 

can unders tand when an  execu t i ve  -  be  i t  the  22 

p res iden t ,  t he  governo r ,  t he  mayor ,  the  cou n ty  23 

execut ive  -  he  w i l l  tes t  h is  ab i l i t i es  and 24 

s t reng ths  to  a  cer ta in  po in t .   Tha t ' s  why w e  have 25 
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th ree  branches o f  gove rnment .   Th i s  i s  t he  checks  2 

and ba lances  o f  tha t .   I t ' s  no t  uncommon fo r  an  3 

execut ive  in  any  one  o f  those  pos i t i ons  to  t ry  to  4 

push  the  enve lope,  so  to  speak ,  to  see  how f a r  5 

they  can  go ,  and  tha t ' s  pa r t  o f  gove rnment  tha t  6 

we 've  accepted .   However ,  th i s  i s  where  the  buck  7 

s tops .   Ac tua l l y ,  in  th i s  case ,  the  buck  w i l l  8 

s top  i n  e i the r  federa l  o r  sup reme cour t ,  9 

un fo r tunate l y .   I  d i sagree  w i th  Mr .  Schmi t t  10 

because under  those dec i s ions  tha t  you  spoke  o f  11 

ea r l ie r ,  t he re  were  d i f f e ren t  c i rcumstances  where  12 

o the r  remedies ,  a l l  remed ies  were  exhaus ted .   I t  13 

was dec ided under  a lmost  a  po l i ce  s ta te  whe re  the  14 

emergency  was  so  d i re  tha t  t he re  was  no  t im e  fo r  15 

the  regu la r l y  p rocess .   In  those  ra re  ins tan ces  16 

over  the  l as t  100 years ,  and  I  t h ink  the re ' s  17 

abou t  s i x ,  i s  abou t  how many  ins tances  wher e  tha t  18 

k ind  o f  au tho r i t y ' s  been  a l l owed .   But  you have 19 

no t  exhaus ted  every  remedy .    20 

 I 'm so r ry?  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You have  in te rne t  22 

access ,  I  don ' t .  23 

 MR.  LARICCHIUTA:    Yes .   I  do .  24 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Jer ry ,  le t  me  ask  you  25 
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someth ing .   I  know tha t  pa r t  o f  th is  th ing  i s  2 

w i th  county  con t rac ts .   Th is  i s  a  ve ry  toug h  day  3 

fo r  a l l  o f  us ,  and  we are  mak ing  some vo tes  tha t  4 

won ' t  necessa r i l y  s i t  we l l  and  we ' re  go ing  to  5 

have  to  coun t  on  the  county  execut ive ,  who had  6 

been  a  l eg is la to r ,  t o  take  a  l ook  be fo re  he  makes 7 

some cu ts  and  does  some th ings .   I  know wi t h  the  8 

red  l i gh t  camera  money  and  s tu f f  l i ke  tha t  t ha t  9 

now goes  back  i n to  the  genera l  f und,  t ha t  h e  10 

makes every  e f fo r t  t o  take  a  l ook  a t  our  you th  11 

agenc ies  and  a  l o t  o f  the  agenc ies  tha t  we have 12 

to  make su re  tha t  we  don ' t  t o ta l l y  ann ih i la te  13 

each  and  eve ry  s ing le  one o f  t hem.  14 

 Fo r  me ,  my  concern  wou ld  be  based on  you r  15 

read ing  o f  t h is ,  and  I  have a  concern  as  to  16 

whethe r  o r  no t  t h i s  i s  someth ing  tha t ,  you  know,  17 

g i v ing  h im any  power .   Wou ld  you  cons ide r  i t  t ha t  18 

maybe he  wou ld  be  ab le  to  go  i n  and change any  19 

pa r t  o f  your  con t rac t?  20 

 MR.  LARICCHIUTA:    I  be l ieve  tha t ' s  what  21 

he 's  do ing .   I  t h ink  i f  you  fu r l ough  fu l l - t i me  22 

employees - -  and  th i s  case  wa s  p roven in  s ta te  23 

cour t  a  year  and  a  ha l f  ago,  maybe  a  l i t t le  24 

l onger ,  under  Governor  Pat te rson  when he  25 
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announced tha t  he  was go ing  to  fu r lough s ta te  2 

workers .   The  CSEA and  the  PEF,  Pub l ic  Empl oyees  3 

Federa t i on ,  immedia te l y  went  to  Supreme Cour t  4 

and,  i n  fac t ,  t hey  were  success fu l  i n  ge t t i ng  an  5 

i n junc t i on  aga ins t  t ha t  ac t i on .   I n  ou r  6 

cont rac ts ,  pa r t - t imers ,  pe r  d iem worke rs ,  pe op le  7 

tha t  a re  pa id  by  the  hour ,  by  the  day ,  t he  ru les  8 

a re  s l igh t ly  d i f fe ren t  f o r  t hem.   No t  s l igh t .   9 

They  a re  very  d i f f e ren t  fo r  t hem.   But  90  p e rcen t  10 

o f  our  work fo rce  o r  a t  l eas t  85  pe rcen t  o f  our  11 

work fo rce  are  fu l l  t ime,  annua l l y  sa la r i ed  12 

employees.   The re fore ,  t he re  i s  no  remedy o r  13 

there  is  no  road  to  cu t  the i r  pay  un less  th ey  ge t  14 

i n  t roub le  and a re  d isc ip l ined .   The re  i s  no  15 

o the r  way fo r  anyone  to  say  - -  you  can  c lose  the  16 

coun ty  th ree  days  a  week ,  qu i te  f rank l y ,  bu t  you  17 

s t i l l  have  to  pay  the  fu l l - t i me employees th e i r  18 

annua l  sa la ry  un less ,  o f  cou rse ,  t hey  are  19 

d i sc ip l i ned,  v io la te  e i the r  t he  cont rac t  o r  20 

v io la te  the  ru les  and po l i c ies  o f  Nassau  Co unty ,  21 

wh ich  we  unders tand tha t .   Bu t  t he re  i s  no  o ther  22 

remedy ,  as  fa r  as  we  a re  concerned ,  tha t  we  can 23 

see.   The Ta i lo r  Law p ro tec ts  us  on  tha t .   Qu i te  24 

f rank l y ,  t he  law  i tse l f  tha t  I  speak  o f  we 25 
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be l i eve  is  p ro tec ted  by  the  Cons t i tu t i on .  2 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    When you say ,  l i ke ,  3 

the  annua l  sa la ry ,  I  know tha t  a  l o t  o f  t im es 4 

w i th  un ion  worke rs ,  you ' re  no t  cons ide red a nnua l  5 

workers ,  l i ke  you ge t  pa id  week ly  o r  wha tev e r  i t  6 

i s .   So  i f  you  had  to  g i ve  up  a  day  every  o the r  7 

week  - -  8 

 MR.  LARICCHIUTA:    I t  has  to  be  9 

nego t ia ted .  10 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Okay .  11 

 MR.  LARICCHIUTA:    And  under  norma l  12 

c i rcumstances ,  I 'm  not  say ing  i t  wou ld  be  a n  easy  13 

one,  those  a re  tough  negot ia t i ons ,  we wou ld  be  14 

p robab ly  w i l l ing  to  s i t  down  and  a t  leas t  t a lk  15 

abou t  these th ings .   But  read  the  s igns .   M y  16 

members  are  i n  a  permanent ,  f our  yea r ,  f i ve  year  17 

wage  f reeze a f te r  g i v ing  up  over  $50  m i l l io n  on  18 

the i r  own,  vo lun ta r i l y .   They  are  hu r t ing .   We 19 

have  members  s tuck  i n  the i r  s ta r t i ng  sa la ry ,  a t  20 

19 ,  21 ,000 .   They ' re  go ing  to  be  s tuck  there  21 

un t i l  2015 .   Now we ' re  go ing  to  te l l  t hem,  by  the  22 

way,  we ' re  go ing  to  on ly  pay  you  fou r - f i f th s  o f  a  23 

week?  Tha t  par t  v io la tes  the  Ta i l o r  Law.   24 

Chang ing  the  con t rac t  v io la tes  the  U .S .  25 
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Cons t i tu t i on .   I t  wasn ' t  nego t ia ted ,  and ,  on  top  2 

o f  t ha t ,  t he  Const i t u t ion  pro tec ts  the  r igh t  -  3 

i t ' s  ca l led  a  cont rac tua l  c lause .   I 'm  sure  Mr .  4 

C iampo l i  w i l l  speak  to  i t  o r  whoever  he  has  he re  5 

to  rep resent  the i r  s ide .   In  our  v iew i t ' s  6 

c lea r l y  a  v io la t ion .   Qu i te  f rank l y ,  i t  wor ked  in  7 

New York  S ta te  and  tha t  judge  immedia te l y  pu t  a  8 

res t ra in ing  o rde r  in  tha t  a f te rnoon,  as  soo n  as  9 

Governor  Pat te rson  se t  a  da te  tha t  he  was g o ing  10 

to  fu r lough.  11 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Okay .   I s  t ha t  pe rson  12 

f rom the  admin i s t ra t ion  he re?  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Are  you f i n i shed ,  Mr .  14 

La r i cchu i ta?  15 

 MR.  LARICCHIUTA:    I 'm  done.  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .  17 

 MR.  LARICCHIUTA:    Thank  you  fo r  you r  18 

t ime .  19 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Thank  you .  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Who is  he re?  21 

 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    Good  22 

a f te rnoon.  23 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  C iampo l i ,  jus t  24 

s ign  i n  fo r  t he  reco rd ,  p lease .  25 
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 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    John  2 

C iampo l i ,  Nassau  County  A t to rney .  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Ford .  4 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Mr .  C iampo l i ,  who  i s  5 

the  pe rson  tha t  we  use  fo r  a l l  l abor  6 

nego t ia t ions?   I 'm  sure  tha t  we must  have 7 

somebody  who  is  a  labo r  exper t  who  works  in  tha t  8 

f i e ld .  9 

 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    We  have 10 

employed  fo r  ou r  negot ia t i ons  and arb i t ra t i ons  11 

the  f i rm  o f  Bee  Ready.  12 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    I s  tha t  pe rson he re?  13 

 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    We 've  a l so  14 

used  Jackson  Lew is  to  consu l t  on  a  number  o f  15 

ma t te rs .  16 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Do we  have  anybody 17 

he re  f rom e i the r  one  o f  those  f i rms?  18 

 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    No .   We 19 

don ' t .   Fu r ther ,  i f  spec ia l  counse l  were  he re ,  I  20 

do  need to  i n fo rm you tha t  we  were  served w i th  21 

no t i ce  by  the  CSEA tha t  shou ld  th i s  b i l l  be  22 

passed ,  they  wou ld  be  proceed ing  i n  Federa l  23 

D is t r i c t  Cour t  f o r  t he  Eas te rn  D is t r i c t  o f  New 24 

York  to  cha l l enge the  adop t ion  o f  such  a  la w .   25 
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So ,  to  the  ex ten t  tha t  i t  imp l ica tes  the  2 

l i t i ga t i on ,  I 'd  be  ask ing  spe c ia l  counse l  no t  to  3 

comment .  4 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    I  unders tand tha t ,  5 

s i r .   Bu t  we ' re  ta lk ing  abou t  un ion  peop le ,  6 

peop le  tha t ,  as  I  sa id  ear l i e r  t oday ,  have shown 7 

a  lo t  o f  devo t ion  and grea t  de te rm inat ion  a t  8 

do ing  the i r  j obs ,  cons ider ing  the  fac t  t ha t  9 

du r ing  the  ra in  they  were  ou t  cu t t ing  grass  th is  10 

morn ing .   So  I  wou ld  even th i nk  fo r  a  lo t  o f  us  11 

s i t t ing  up  he re ,  f o r  us  to  make a  dec i s ion  and  to  12 

l ook  a t  someth ing  l i ke  th i s  to  g ive  such  po wer  to  13 

the  coun ty  execu t i ve  w i thout  hav ing  somebod y  tha t  14 

we  cou ld  speak  to  in  regard  t o  l abor  to  f ind  ou t  15 

what  the  imp l ica t i ons  wou ld  be  d i rec t l y ,  I  f ind  16 

tha t  t h i s  migh t  p rove to  be  a  moot  po in t .  17 

 I  thank  you very  much.  18 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  C iampo l i ,  why  19 

don ' t  you  te l l  t he  l eg is la tu re ,  exp la in  to  us  20 

what  exac t ly  th i s  law is .   Does th is  l aw  - -  le t  21 

me  ask  you  some ques t ions .   Le t  me  put  i t  a nothe r  22 

way.    23 

 I n  you r  op in ion  does  the  l aw  g ive  the  24 

coun ty  execu t ive  the  power  to  reopen  con t ra c ts ,  25 
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in  de ference  to  what  eve ry th ing  tha t  was  ju s t  2 

b rough t  up?  3 

 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    There  have  4 

been  d iscuss ions  go ing  on .   I f  I  may  commen t  - -  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    That 's  no t  my 6 

ques t ion .  7 

 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    on  you r  8 

obse rva t ion  fu r the r .   The amendment  tha t  - -  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  C iampo l i ,  the  10 

amendment  i sn ' t  in  f ron t  o f  us .   The  hear ing  i s  11 

on  the  l oca l  law .  12 

 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    I t  goes  to  13 

the  c rux  o f  wha t  the  i n ten t  o f  t he  l aw  i s .   And 14 

tha t  cer ta in l y  i s  tha t  we have  a  $40  m i l l io n  ho le  15 

i n  the  budge t ,  as  you ' ve  obse rved.   Th is  i s  16 

des igned  to  pa tch  tha t  ho le .  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Ho ld  on .  18 

 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    The coun ty  19 

execut ive  - -  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  C iampo l i ,  ho ld  21 

on ,  p lease .   Geeze .   Th i s  leg i s la t ion  was d ra f ted  22 

by  you r  o f f i ce ,  co r rec t?  23 

 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    Yes .  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I t  was  sen t  to  the  25 
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c le rk  o f  t he  leg is la tu re  by  the  coun ty  exec u t i ve  2 

fo r  ac t i on .   Cor rec t?  3 

 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    Co r rec t .  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You have  no  idea  wha t  5 

your  l eg is la t ion  con ta ins?   A l l  you  can ta l k  6 

abou t  i s  an  amendment  tha t  came in  th i s  mor n ing?  7 

 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    N o .  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    So  ta l k  abou t  the  9 

l eg i s la t ion .  10 

 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    The 11 

leg i s la t ion  i s  des igned to  pa tch  a  $40  m i l l i on  12 

ho le  i n  the  budget .  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Unders tood .   Does the  14 

l eg i s la t ion  g ive  the  county  execut ive  the  r i gh t  15 

to  reopen labor  cont rac ts?   That 's  a  yes  or  a  no  16 

ques t ion .  17 

 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    I  am not  18 

go ing  to  add ress  tha t ,  as  tha t  i s  the  sub je c t  19 

ma t te r  o f  the  l i t i ga t i on .  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You have  ser ious ly  - -  21 

 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    However ,  I  22 

w i l l  t e l l  you  - -  23 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Jo in  the  c lub ,  24 

Pe te r .  25 
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 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    I  w i l l  t e l l  2 

you tha t  t he  leg is la t i on  i s  - -  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You have  go t  t o  be  4 

k idd ing  me .  5 

 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    d rawn - -  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You ' re  go ing  to  no t  7 

comment  on  l eg i s la t i on  tha t  your  o f f i ce  dra f ted  8 

and tha t  you  sen t  down  here  i n  the  name o f  t he  9 

coun ty  execu t ive?  10 

 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    What  I  am 11 

go ing  to  te l l  you  is  t he  l eg i s la t i on  i s  d ra wn in  12 

the  broadest  sense  so  as  to  enab le  the  coun t y  13 

execut ive  to  so l ve  the  $40  m i l l i on  p rob lem.  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    A l r i gh t .   Le t  me  t ry  15 

and approach  th i s  - -  16 

 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    That  17 

necessar i l y  i nvo lves  a  d ia logue be tween the  -  18 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    f rom ano ther  - -  19 

 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    u n ions  and  20 

the  execut ive .  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Excuse  me .   Le t  me  22 

t r y  and approach  th i s  f rom ano ther  ang le .  23 

 You heard  the  tes t imony o f  Mr .  24 

La r i cchu i ta  f rom the  CSEA.  25 
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 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    Yes .  2 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You heard  h im 3 

re fe rence s ta te  and fede ra l  l aw.  4 

 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    Yes .  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I s  i t  you r  op in ion ,  6 

based on  the  re fe rence  you  heard  f rom Mr .  7 

La r i cchu i ta  on  how s ta te  and  federa l  l aw  ap p l i es  8 

i n  th i s  case ,  t ha t  t he  power  i s  there  fo r  t he  9 

admin i s t ra t i on  to  reopen  labo r  con t rac ts?  10 

 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    H i s  op in ion  11 

to  th i s  leg i s la t ion  was tha t  f edera l  and  s t a te  12 

l aw prec ludes  i t .  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    And do  you  agree  o r  14 

d i sagree?  15 

 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    I  do  no t  16 

ag ree w i th  tha t .  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You do  no t  agree  w i th  18 

tha t .   So  wha t  do  you ag ree w i th?  19 

 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    I  ag ree w i th  20 

the  pos i t i on  tha t  th is  l eg is la t i on  i s ,  i t  i s ,  21 

i ndeed ,  a  b road  mandate  to  the  county  execu t ive  22 

to  so l ve  the  prob lem a t  hand ,  tha t  w i l l  23 

necessar i l y  i nvo lve  a  d ia logue  between  the  24 

execut ive  and  ou r  un ions .   As  you po in ted  o u t  by  25 
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the  amendments  tha t  you added  to  the  l eg is l a t i on ,  2 

i t  i s  se l f  sun  se t t i ng  l eg is la t i on .   When t he  3 

p rob lem is  so lved,  t he  l eg is la t i on  sunse ts .   The  4 

amendment ,  i f  I  may go  back  to  tha t ,  was  5 

nego t ia ted  ear l y  th i s  morn ing ,  so  as  to  assu re  6 

tha t  t ha t  d ia logue  wou ld  occu r  - -  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Nego t ia ted  be tween  8 

who and who?  9 

 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    The coun ty  10 

execut ive ' s  o f f i ce  and  our  o rgan ized  labor .  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    The coun ty  12 

execut ive ' s  o f f i ce  and  o rgan ized  labor?  13 

 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    Yes .  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  see  organ ized labo r  15 

i n  the  back  shak ing  the i r  head  abso lu te l y  n o t .   16 

That 's  wha t  th i s  means ,  r i gh t?   No .   Were  y ou 17 

p resen t  a t  t hese  negot ia t i ons?  18 

 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    No ,  I  was  19 

no t .  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Who was? 21 

 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    I  can  te l l  22 

you tha t  t he  ch ie f  deputy  coun ty  execu t i ve  23 

commun ica ted  w i th  the  execut i ve ' s  leg i s la t i ve  24 

l i a i son  and my o f f i ce  to  see  tha t  tha t  amen dment  25 
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was dra f ted  up  and  f i l ed  w i th  th is  l eg is la tu re .  2 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Was ou r  l abo r  counse l  3 

there?  4 

 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    No ,  I  don ' t  5 

be l i eve  so .   He  cou ld ' ve  been .   I  don ' t  kno w.  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :     He cou ld ' ve  been,  7 

you don ' t  know.   Where  i s  tha t  amendment  ag a in?   8 

Who s igned  tha t?   You s igned  the  amendment .   A re  9 

you in  the  hab i t  o f  s ign ing  th ings  and  you don ' t  10 

know wha t  they  a re?  11 

 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    I  d idn ' t  say  12 

I  d idn ' t  know what  i t  was .  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You don ' t  know who  14 

nego t ia ted  i t .   You don ' t  - -  15 

 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    That 's  16 

co r rec t .  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    know who  was  in  the  18 

room,  bu t  ye t  you s igned  i t .  19 

 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    I  s i gned  the  20 

amendment .  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    And you can ' t  te l l  me 22 

who nego t ia ted  i t .  23 

 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    I  can  te l l  24 

you tha t  my conversa t i ons  w i th  the  ch ie f  de puty  25 
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coun ty  execu t ive  i nd ica ted  tha t  i t  was  nego t ia ted  2 

by  h im and /o r  o the r  peop le  i n  the  coun ty  3 

execut ive ' s  o f f i ce .  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    And I  can  te l l  you  5 

tha t  t he  purpose  o f  hear ings  l i ke  th is  i s  f o r  the  6 

admin i s t ra t i on  to  ge t  up  and make i t s  case.   I  7 

f i nd  you  to  be  sore l y  lack ing .   The in fo rma t ion  8 

tha t ' s  p rov ided  he re  i s  nex t  t o  wor th less .   You 9 

can ' t  te l l  us  abou t  the  law.   You can ' t  ven ture  10 

an  op in ion  as  to  wha t  the  law  en t i t l es  the  11 

admin i s t ra t i on  to  do .   You  can ' t  even te l l  u s  the  12 

d i rec t ion  the  admin i s t ra t i on  i s  mov ing  i n .   You 13 

can ' t  te l l  us  - -  14 

 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    The d i rec t ion  15 

tha t  t he  admin i s t ra t ion  is  mov ing  in  and  mu s t  16 

move  in  fo r thwi th  i s  t o  c lose  a  $40 mi l l ion  ho le  17 

i n  the  budge t .  18 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    No  k idd ing .   I 'm  we l l  19 

aware  o f  t ha t .   That 's  no t  news.   I  read  ab out  i t  20 

i n  the  paper  too .  21 

 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    I  can  ca l l  22 

upon  the  depu ty  coun ty  execu t i ve  fo r  f inanc e  to  23 

ta lk  to  you abou t  op t i ons  tha t  a re  ava i l ab l e ,  bu t  24 

those op t ions  u l t ima te ly  must  be  submi t ted  t o  the  25 
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execut ive  and  i t  w i l l  be  h is  - -  2 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Where  is  t he  deputy  3 

coun ty  execu t ive  fo r  f inance?   He was suppo sed  to  4 

be  here .  5 

 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    I  don ' t  know 6 

where  he  i s .  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  don ' t  know.  8 

 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    I  d idn ' t  9 

b r ing  h im wi th  me.  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Where  is  t he  ch ie f  11 

depu ty  county  execut ive  who i s  supposed to  be  12 

he re?  13 

 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    He  i s  in  the  14 

Cap i to l  in  A lbany .   15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    We l l ,  a t  l eas t  you  16 

know where  he  i s .   I  see  E r i c  Naughton  here .   I s  17 

tha t  i n  response  to  my  ca l l  f o r  the  depu ty  county  18 

execut ive?  19 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Yes .   I 'm he re  i ns tead  o f  20 

Mr .  Su l l i van .  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Were  you  p resent  a t  a  22 

meet ing  th is  morn ing  where  th i s  amendment  w as 23 

nego t ia ted?  24 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    No ,  I  was  no t .  25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Do  we have  a  sec re t  2 

room in  th is  p lace  tha t  I  don ' t  know about?  3 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    We 've  been  4 

l ook ing  fo r  t hose rooms fo r  a  wh i l e .  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You had ten  years  to  6 

f i nd  i t .  7 

 Nobody  knows  who  was  a t  the  m eet ing ,  ye t  8 

we  have an  amendment  here  wh ich  is  rea l l y  o f f  the  9 

top i c .    10 

 See,  Mr .  C iampo l i ,  my job ,  amongst  many 11 

o the rs ,  i s  t o  ge t  the  vo tes  necessary  to  pa ss  12 

l eg i s la t ion ,  whe ther  I  ge t  i t  f r om one  s ide  or  13 

the  o the r ,  i t ' s  done  unan imous ly ,  i f  i t ' s  do ne  on 14 

a  pa r t i san  d i v ide .   I  have  to  ge t  ten  a f f i r mat ive  15 

vo tes .   And I  need  in fo rma t ion  and  the  16 

l eg i s la tu re  needs in fo rmat ion  to  p rov ide  a  17 

comfor t  leve l  f o r  them to  p rov ide  those vo t es .   18 

 Now,  peop le  were  supposed to  be  he re  19 

today  to  tes t i f y  and  to  answer  the  ques t ion s  o f  20 

the  leg i s la to rs ;  t hey ' re  no t  here .   Now,  wh en I  21 

go  i n to  caucus  and  I  go  in  the  back  there  a nd 22 

say ,  okay ,  what ' s  the  s to ry?   How many  23 

leg i s la to rs  do  you  th ink  a re  go ing  to  say  t h is  i s  24 

a  grea t  idea ,  l e t ' s  do  th i s?   You th ink  the r e  25 
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w i l l  be  ten?   I  don ’ t .  2 

 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    Leg is la to r  3 

Schmi t t ,  I  can  on ly  answer  the  ques t ions  fo r  you  4 

tha t  I  can  answer .   I  cannot  p re jud i ce  the  5 

coun ty 's  pos i t i on  in  cou r t ,  and I ' ve  been t h rown  6 

i n to  tha t  pos i t i on  no t  by  my  cho ice .   7 

 Th is  i s  a  b road  mandate  o f  po wer  to  the  8 

coun ty  execu t ive  to  come up w i th  a  so lu t ion  tha t  9 

adds  up  to  $40 m i l l i on .   I t  i s  a lso  an  i nco mple te  10 

work  w i thout  the  amendment  tha t  you in fo rm us  - -  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :     I ' l l  te l l  you  wha t .  12 

 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    t ha t  t he  13 

emergency  was  re jec ted  on .  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Le t  me  te l l  you  15 

someth ing .   We ' re  go ing  to  conc lude th is  he a r ing ,  16 

and I 'm no t  ca l l ing  the  vo te  today .   I  need  more  17 

i n fo rmat ion .    18 

 I  apprec ia te  the  fac t  - -  I  w i l l  concede 19 

to  you .   I  apprec ia te  the  fac t  t ha t  apparen t ly ,  20 

fo r  reasons I  haven ' t  found ou t  ye t  bu t  I  w i l l ,  21 

you ' re  th rown  in to  th i s  a t  t he  l as t  minu te .   I 'm  22 

su re  the re 's  a  reason why;  eve rybody 's  up  i n  23 

A lbany .   But  I  don ' t  know wha t  i t  i s .   Mayb e  i t ' s  24 

g rea t  and he ' l l  come back  w i th  bushe ls  o f  m oney 25 
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under  bo th  a rms ,  tha t  wou ld  b e  wonder fu l .   B u t ,  2 

i n  the  meant ime ,  we ' l l  f in ish  the  hear ing ,  we ' l l  3 

ca l l  t he  vo te  a t  ano ther  t ime ,  and  when the  4 

peop le  who  were  supposed  to  be  here ,  who  ar en ' t  5 

he re ,  can be  he re  and we ' l l  have  one  las t  b i t  a t  6 

the  app le  to  t r y  and  conso l i da te  the  ten  vo tes .  7 

Maybe we ' l l  ge t  some f rom tha t  s ide  o f  t he  a is le ,  8 

you neve r  know.   I  am an  op t im is t .  9 

 Any th ing  e lse  you 'd  l i ke  to  add?  10 

 COUNTY ATTORNEY CIAMPOLI :    My  op t im ism,  11 

as  does  yours ,  spr ings  e te rna l .  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .   Tha t ' s  13 

wonder fu l .  14 

 Char les  Lo iacano .  15 

 Leg is la to r  Ford ,  obv ious ly  yo u ' re  no t  16 

sa t i s f ied .  17 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    I 'm  no t  sa t is f i ed  a t  18 

a l l .  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Anybody e l se?  You ' re  20 

no t  sa t i s f ied .   You ' re  no t  sa t is f i ed  e i ther .   I ’m 21 

no t  sa t i s f ied .  22 

 Mr .  Lo iacano ,  you ' re  no t  go ing  to  be  23 

sa t i s f ied  e i the r ,  bu t  come on  up .   I t ' s  a lw ays  a  24 

p leasu re  to  see  you.  25 
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 MR.  LOIACANO:    Thank you.   A l l  I  can  say  2 

i s  wow.   Wha t  an  unenv iab le  pos i t i on  you ' re  in .  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    We ' re  in  i t  fo r  the  4 

money.  5 

 MR.  LOIACANO:    You ' re  be ing  asked  to  6 

make  dec is ions  tha t  wou ld  cha l lenge So lomon .   I  7 

guess  these a re  the  t imes tha t  t ry  men 's  so u ls .   8 

What  b rought  us  to  th i s  po in t  where  you f in d  9 

yourse lves  power less  to  reso lve  the  f i sca l  p ick le  10 

tha t  we ' re  i n?   What 's  f rus t ra ted  you so  th a t  you 11 

now move  to  despera t ion?   How d id  we  get  he re?   12 

Der i va t i ves ,  c red i t  de fau l t  s waps,  subpr ime  13 

mor tgages,  g reed ,  tha t ' s  how we go t  he re .   And  14 

those who pu t  us  i n  th is  j am have go t ten  aw ay 15 

w i th  i t  sco t  f ree  and tha t  us  f rus t ra ted  a l l  o f  16 

us ,  to  move you ,  t o  take  the  k ind  o f  despera te  17 

ac t i on  tha t  w i l l  shame your  l egacy .  18 

 Anyone  read ing  th i s  p roposa l ,  a  p roposa l  19 

to  make Ed  Mangano  the  cza r  o f  Nassau Count y ,  20 

anyone  see ing  tha t  soon recogn izes  tha t  i t ' s  21 

fo l l y .  I t ' s  rea l l y  a  scream o f  f rus t ra t i on  22 

aga ins t  the  democra ts  who are  no t  coopera t i n g  on  23 

the  bond ing .   I t ' s  you r  way o f  say ing ,  oh ,  yeah?   24 

We ' l l  show you.   We ' l l  g ive  Ed  Mangano  25 
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d i c ta to r ia l  powers .   By  the  w ay,  t he  de f in i t ion  2 

o f  a  d ic ta to r  i s  someone  who  i s  g ran ted  abs o lu te  3 

emergency  power .  4 

 I  don ’ t  unders tand  how th i s  passed  the  5 

smel l  tes t .   I t ' s  embar rass ing  tha t  i t  ac tu a l l y  6 

made  i t  to  the  agenda.   I  can ' t  be l i eve  tha t  7 

you ' re  go ing  to  d i scuss  the  p ros  and  cons  o f  8 

g i v ing  the  execu t i ve  d i rec to r  -  the  coun ty  9 

execut ive  d i c ta to r ia l  powers .   Th i s  wou ld  g o  very  10 

we l l  i n  Rwanda because  i t ' s  abso lu te ly  11 

S ta l inesque.    12 

 Don ' t  you  see  tha t  even i f  t h i s  passed ,  13 

i t  wou ld  e f fec t i ve ly  end  the  po l i t i ca l  care e r  o f  14 

Edd ie  Mangano .   I  can  see the  ads  now -  Ed 15 

Mangano,  the  man  who  wou ld  be  k ing .   I ’m  no t  16 

go ing  to  was te  my t ime  d iscuss ing  the  obv iou s .  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Are  you work ing  fo r  18 

them now? 19 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    We l i ke  tha t ,  20 

Char l i e ,  ac tua l l y .  21 

 MR.  LOIACANO:   You  do?   I  though t  you 22 

m igh t .  23 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    We do  l i ke  tha t .  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    How abou t  g i v ing  us  25 
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one?  2 

 CLERK MULLER:    Mr .  Schmi t t ,  t h ree  3 

m inu tes ,  t h ree  m inutes  have exp i red .  4 

 MR.  LOIACANO:    Th is  i s  ve ry  unw ise .   Ge t  5 

i t  o f f  t he  tab le .   Don ' t  vo te  on  i t .  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    We ' re  no t  vo t i ng  on  7 

i t  t oday .  8 

 MR.  LOIACANO:    Good .   Because  th i s  9 

amendment  has  g i ven you tha t  oppor tun i ty .   O f  10 

course ,  you usua l l y  pass  a  reso lu t ion  as  am ended ;  11 

you don ’ t  pass  i t  f i r s t  and then  amend  i t .   So  12 

i t ' s  good you ' re  no t  go ing  to  vo te  on  i t .  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    That 's  t he  who le  par t  14 

o f  - -  15 

 MR.  LOIACANO:   But  you 've  go t  to  cons ide r  16 

- -  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Cons ider ing  i t  i n  the  18 

f i rs t  p lace  fo r .   We  can ' t  cons ide r  an  amen dment  19 

fo r  seven yea rs .  20 

 MR.  LOIACANO:    You ' ve  go t  t o  cons ider  21 

what 's  i n  the  reso lu t i on .  22 

 I f  you  ac tua l l y  vo ted  on  th i s ,  you 'd  l ose  23 

a l l  c red i tab i l i t y .   You 'd  be  spend ing  the  r es t  o f  24 

your  po l i t i ca l  caree rs  t ry ing  to  de fend a  n eed  to  25 
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g i ve  the  coun ty  execut ive  d i c ta to r ia l  power s  and  2 

why a  d i c ta to rsh ip  i s  somet imes be t te r  t han  a  3 

democracy .   Tha t 's  an  argumen t  you  can ' t  w i n .   4 

 Remember ,  h i s to ry  has  mourned  the  ac t i ons  5 

o f  some o f  our  g rea tes t  he roe s  fo r  a l l ow ing  the i r  6 

f rus t ra t ion  i n  t imes  o f  c r is i s  to  cause the m to  7 

abandon the  very  p r inc ip les  tha t  t hey  t reas u re  -  8 

L inco ln ,  suspended  habeas cor pus .   And  anyon e 9 

w i th  a  s l i gh t  southe rn  accen t  was th rown  in to  10 

j a i l  t o  ro t .   And h i s to ry  has  done  h im becau se  i t  11 

s t i l l  desc r ibes  tha t  debac le  as  a  se r ious  b l em ish  12 

on  h is  record  and a  s ign  o f  weakness  and  13 

despera t ion  o f  an  o the rw ise  g rea t  man.   The  same 14 

can be  sa id  o f  F rank l i n  Rooseve l t  and h i s  a t tempt  15 

to  pack  the  Supreme Cour t ,  a  despera te  ac t  16 

mo t i va ted  by  the  f rus t ra t i on  tha t  comes f ro m not  17 

ge t t ing  your  own  way .  18 

 The obv ious  l esson  here  is  you  don ' t  g ive  19 

i n  to  your  f rus t ra t i on  and  a l l ow  i t  to  reve a l  a  20 

charac te r  f l aw tha t  can undo  you .   Great  o f fe rs  21 

a lways  knew tha t  t he  on ly  way  to  revea l  the  t rue  22 

charac te r  o f  a  person was to  observe  h im in  a  23 

c r is is .   O f  cou rse ,  Hemingway  went  a  l i t t le  too  24 

fa r .   He  though t  you  had  to  wa tch  a  man fac ing  25 
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death  in  o rde r  to  rea l l y  unders tand h i s  2 

charac te r ,  bu t  t ha t ' s  a  b i t  much  fo r  mos t  o f  us .   3 

You ' re  no t  f ac ing  death ,  bu t  you  a re  cer ta in ly  4 

fac ing  a  c r i s is .   How you face  tha t  c r is is  w i l l  5 

revea l  a  g rea t  dea l  abou t  you r  i nd iv idua l  6 

charac te rs .   Show s t reng th ,  no t  weakness .   Throw 7 

th is  cza r  o f  Nassau Coun ty  reso lu t ion  in  th e  dus t  8 

b in  where  i t  be longs .   9 

 I 'm g lad  you ' re  no t  go ing  to  vo te  on  i t .   10 

Because anyone who  wou ld  have  vo ted  yes  wou ld  11 

have  su l l i ed  h i s  reputa t ion .   I 'm g lad  i t ' s  go ing  12 

to  be  tab led ,  and i t  shou ld  neve r  come up a ga in .  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  14 

 I ' ve  go t  John  Ja ronczyk  f rom the  15 

co r rec t i on  o f f i cers .  16 

 MR.  JARONCZYK:    Good a f te rnoon,  17 

P res id ing  Of f i ce r  Schmi t t ,  l ad ies  and gent l emen 18 

o f  t he  Leg is la tu re .   I  ac tua l l y  had a  fu l l  speech 19 

p repared ,  bu t  Mr .  C iampo l i  p re t t y  much  nega ted  my 20 

speech .   The re ' s  rea l l y  no  need - -  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    He  negated  more  than  22 

tha t  bu t  go  ahead.  23 

 MR.  JARONCZYK:    Tha t ' s  a  good  th ing  24 

then .   Then he i s  wor th  h i s  we igh t ,  then .  25 
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 There ' s  one th ing  today  tha t  he  sa id  tha t  2 

I  f i nd  a  l i t t le  d i s tu rb ing .   He sa id  tha t  a l l  the  3 

un ions  were  nego t ia t ing  w i th  County  Execut i ve  4 

Mangano.   I  j us t  wan t  to  go  on  record  and s ay  5 

Coun ty  Execu t ive  Mangano  has  ye t  t o  ca l l  th i s  6 

un ion  to  nego t ia te  any th ing .  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    So  you  weren ' t  i n  the  8 

secre t  room e i ther?  9 

 MR.  JARONCZYK:    I  don ' t  know o f  any  10 

secre t  rooms .  11 

 I 'm happy tha t  t h i s  i s  be ing  tab led .   I  12 

th ink  tha t  you shou ld  take  th i s  b i l l  and  th row i t  13 

i n  the  garbage when i t  does  come fo r  a  vo te .   14 

I ' l l  save my  speech.   15 

 Thank you ve ry  much.  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  w i l l  t ake  a  mo t ion  17 

to  c lose  the  hear ing .  18 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  19 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Seco nd.  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mo t ion  by  Leg is la to r  21 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  22 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Po in t  o f  o rder ,  23 

Mr .  Schmi t t .  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  Denenberg .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    You have ,  in  th i s  2 

hear ing ,  pend ing  ques t ions  th a t  weren ' t  answ ered .   3 

Do  we c lose  the  hear ing  or  ad jou rn  i t  so  th a t  the  4 

coun ty  a t to rney  can come back  and answer  yo u r  5 

ques t i ons  and  o the r  peop le  can  then ask  h im  6 

ques t ions .  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    We c lose  the  hear ing .   8 

I t  w i l l  ge t  sa t i s fac to ry  answers  when the  i t em i s  9 

ca l l ed  fo r  a  vo te  or  no t ,  and  then  we ' l l  vo te  10 

acco rd ing l y .  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I ’m su re  eve ryone 12 

e l se  wan ted ques t ions  as  we l l .   Bu t  your  po in ts  13 

were  we l l  taken .  14 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  c los ing  the  hear ing  15 

p lease  say  aye.  16 

 (Aye . )  17 

 Any  opposed?  18 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   19 

 The hear ing  i s  c losed.  20 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Dunne  vo tes  aye .  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Denn is  vo tes  aye .  22 

 We now have a  hear ing  on  a  p roposed loca l  23 

l aw to  p roh ib i t  the  sa le  o f  syn the t i c  24 

cannab ino ids  in  Nassau  County .    25 
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 May I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 2 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  3 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  5 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  6 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  open ing  the  hear ing  7 

p lease  say  aye.  8 

 (Aye . )  9 

 Any  opposed?  10 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   11 

 The hear ing  i s  open.  12 

 Anybody have  any th ing  to  say  about  13 

i nvas i ve  spec ies?  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    No .   I t ' s  15 

syn the t i c  cannab ino ids .    16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Synthe t i c  17 

cannab ino ids .   Syn the t ic  mar i j uana .  18 

 I ' l l  t ake  a  mo t ion  to  c lose  t he  hear ing .  19 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  20 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  22 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  23 

 A l l  in  f avor  p lease say  aye.  24 

 (Aye . )  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Aye .  2 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Now we  go  to  I tem 3 

Number  4 ,  wh ich  is  a  vo te  on  the  p roposed l oca l  4 

l aw to  p roh ib i t  the  sa le  o f  syn the t i c  5 

cannab ino ids  in  Nassau  County .  6 

 I ' l l  t ake  a  mot ion .  7 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  8 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  10 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  11 

 A l l  those in  favor  p lease say  aye.  12 

 (Aye . )  13 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Aye .  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Any  opposed?  15 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   16 

 The i t em car r ies  unan imous ly .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Leg is la to r  18 

Schmi t t .  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Denenberg .  20 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    On  the  syn the t ic  21 

cannab ino ids ,  t he  members  o f  t he  m inor i t y  w ant  to  22 

be  l i s ted  as  co -sponsors .  23 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Mr .  Denenberg ,  we 24 

d id  do  tha t  when  i t  came th rough  commi t tee .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I t  d idn ' t  show on 2 

the  B i l l .  3 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    We l l ,  we  d id  do  4 

tha t .    5 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Leg is la to rs  6 

Boswor th  and  DeR igg i  had  jo ined me  w i th  the  7 

o r ig ina l  submiss ion  on  i t .  8 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    We d id  i t ,  a l l  19  9 

o f  us .  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I 'm go ing  to  ca l l  12 

I t em Numbers  9  and  19 ,  wh ich  a re  two  bonds.   One  13 

i s  a  cap i ta l  expend i tu re  toward  the  payment  o f  14 

ce r ta in  judgmen ts ,  compromised  and  se t t l ed  15 

c la ims ,  $2 ,040,000 ,  and numbe r  19  is  $38  mi l l i on .   16 

We have an  amendment  fo r  I tem 19 ,  wh ich  was  17 

c i rcu la ted  on  March  9 .  18 

 I ' l l  o f f e r  t he  amendment .   Can  I  have a  19 

second?  20 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Second .  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Seconded  by  22 

Leg is la to r  Gonsa lves .  23 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  the  amendment  24 

p lease  say  aye.  25 
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 (Aye . )  2 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Aye .  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Any  opposed?  4 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   5 

 The amendment  ca r r ies .  6 

 On  I tem Number  9  and  I tem Number  19 ,  as  7 

amended,  a l l  those  in  favo r  p lease  say  aye.  8 

 (Aye . )  9 

 Any  opposed?  10 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   11 

 (Nay . )  12 

 By  a  vo te  o f  ten  to  n ine ,  the  i t em fa i l s .  13 

 I 'm go ing  to  go  to  I tem 144 i s  a  14 

reso lu t i on  au tho r i z ing  the  county  execut ive  to  15 

execute  an  i n te r -mun ic ipa l  ag reement  w i th  t he  16 

Inco rpora ted  V i l lage  o f  Fa rm ingda le  in  re la t ion  17 

to  park  improvemen ts .  18 

 Can I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 19 

 LEGISLATOR BELESI :    So  moved .  20 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Second .  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  22 

Joe Be les i ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Gonsa lve s .  23 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  th is  i t em p lease  24 

say  aye.  25 
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 (Aye . )  2 

 Any  opposed?  3 

 (Nay . )  4 

 Le t  the  reco rd  show tha t  t he  i tem passes  5 

by  a  vo te  o f  ten  to  n ine .  6 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Peter ,  jus t  rea l  7 

qu ick .  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Go  ahead .  9 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I t  i s  our  10 

reco l l ec t i on ,  as  per  a t to rneys ,  tha t  t he  i t em 11 

tha t  we jus t  app roved requ i re s  13  vo tes  o f  t he  12 

Leg is la tu re .    13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    That 's  an  in te r -14 

mun ic ipa l  ag reemen t .   I t  t akes  ten  vo tes  to  15 

au thor ize  the  coun ty  execu t i ve  to  do  i t .  16 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Read ing  f rom the  17 

M isce l laneous  Law -  Each  such  proposa l  f o r  each 18 

co r respond ing  bond  o rd inance sha l l  be  sub je c t  to  19 

an  approva l  o f  13  members  o f  t he  County  20 

Leg is la tu re .   And the  bond  o rd inance  was  ap proved 21 

by  a  superma jor i t y  bu t  t h i s  p roposa l  was  no t ,  22 

j us t  now.  23 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    The bond  o rd inance  24 

was approved  by?  25 
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 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    A  supe rma jo r i t y .  2 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    The bond  o rd inance  3 

was approved  on  Ju ly  11 ,  2011  -  $5 ,024 ,800 i n  4 

bonds.   Th is  i s  the  pro jec t .  5 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    But  t h i s  6 

co r respond ing  p ro jec t  was no t  a  pa r t  o f  the  bond .  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Yes ,  i t  i s .  8 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    A t  tha t  t ime i t  9 

was no t .  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Yes ,  i t  was .  11 

 So  we have  the  - -  the  bond ing  was 12 

approved  a l ready .   Th i s  i s  no t  a  bond ing  13 

o rd inance.   Th i s  i s  an  i n te r - mun ic ipa l  agree ment .   14 

An  in te r -mun ic ipa l  agreement  takes  ten  vo te s .   15 

That 's  someth ing  e lse  tha t  I  guess  can  go  t o  16 

cour t .  17 

 I ' l l  t ake  a  mot ion  to  recons ider  I tem 18 

124.  19 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  20 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  22 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  23 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  recons ider ing  24 

p lease  say  aye.  25 
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 (Aye . )  2 

 Any  opposed?  3 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   4 

 The i t em i s  up  fo r  recons ide ra t i on .  5 

 I  have  an  amendment  in  the  na ture  o f  a  6 

subs ta t i on ,  wh ich  is  an  amendment  be ing  mad e  to  7 

rev i se  the  b i l l  numbers  conta ined in  the  8 

reso lu t i on ,  a t tach  amended  ve rs ions  o f  t he  b i l l s  9 

themse lves .   The  b i l l s  were  amended to  cor r ec t  a  10 

t ypograph ica l  e r ro r .   Th is  amendment  a lso  r emoves 11 

a  tax  map incor rec t l y  inc luded  a t  the  end o f  t he  12 

i t em.  13 

 I ' l l  o f f e r  t he  amendment .   Can  I  have a  14 

second?  15 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Second .  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Seconded  by  17 

Leg is la to r  Gonsa lves .  18 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  the  amendment  19 

p lease  say  aye.  20 

 (Aye . )  21 

 Any  opposed?  22 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   23 

 The amendment  ca r r ies  unan imous ly .  24 

 Now,  on  the  i tem as  amended.  25 
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 A l l  those in  favor  p lease say  aye.  2 

 (Aye . )  3 

 Any  opposed?  4 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   5 

 The i t em car r ies  unan imous ly .  6 

 Leg is la to rs  need  to  be  i n  the i r  sea ts .   7 

Ma jo r i t y  o r  M ino r i ty ,  you  need  to  be  i n  you r  8 

seat .   Excep t  fo r  you Denn is ,  you s tay  r igh t  9 

where  you are .  10 

 MR.  HABER:   H i ,  everybody.   I  know the  11 

sewage  autho r i t y  bond has  no t  been  the  top i c  o f  12 

conversa t i on  today .   But  t he re 's  a  thought  13 

p rocess  abou t  what  I 'm  go ing  to  d i scuss  w i t h  you ,  14 

and I  th ink  i t ' s  impor tan t  t o  contempla te .  15 

 May 9 ,  I  saw the  county  execu t ive  speak 16 

a t  t he  Cres t  Ho l low Coun t ry  C lub  w i th  the  L ong  17 

I s land  Bus iness  News  in  the  d i scou rse  about  the  18 

s ta te  o f  t he  county  and a  hos t  o f  i ssues .   The  19 

ques t ion  o f  t he  Nassau  County  Sewer  Au thor i t y  20 

came up,  and  the  county  execu t ive  sa id  21 

conf iden t l y  tha t  any  f inanc ie r  o r  pe rson  who  22 

wou ld  be  purchas ing  the  r i gh ts  to  lease the  23 

coun ty 's  sewer  sys tems  wou ld  be  sub jec t  to  a  24 

f l a t ,  two yea r  ra te  inc remen t  and then  an  25 
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un l im i ted  amoun t  o f  years  w i th  j us t  CPI .   S o  tha t  2 

was grea t .   Eve rybody app lauded.   That  n igh t  I  3 

went  to  an  even t  i n  the  C i ty ,  and co inc iden ta l l y  4 

I  happened  to  have  sa t  nex t  t o  an  execut ive  o f  5 

one o f  t he  f i rms  tha t  was ve t t ing  the  sewer  dea l  6 

fo r  the  coun ty .   She  had  sa id ,  po in t  b lank ,  th is  7 

i s  one  o f  the  compet i t o rs  to  Un i ted  Wate r ,  t ha t  8 

there  is  no  way  tha t  anybody wou ld  go  th roug h 9 

w i th  tha t  dea l  under  those  cons t ra in ts .   I t ' s  10 

j us t  f i sca l l y  and f i nanc ia l l y  un feas ib le  an d  i t ' s  11 

j us t  no t  happen ing .   So tha t  l e f t  me  very  12 

confused ,  where  the  coun ty  execu t i ve  i s  say ing  13 

w i th  con f idence  tha t  t he re  i s  a  f i nanc ie r  i n  the  14 

w ings  and then the  ac tua l  f i nanc ie r  says  we  15 

ve t ted  i t  and  i t ' s  j us t  no t  poss ib le .   So t he  16 

fo l l ow ing  day  I  was  a t  an  even t  and I  ran  i n to  17 

two coun ty  l eg i s la to rs .   And  I  asked  the  co unty  18 

l eg i s la to rs  wha t 's  go ing  on?   Is  i t  poss ib l e  tha t  19 

there ' s  a  f i nanc ie r  who is  go ing  to  do  th is  under  20 

the  cons t ra in ts  o f  t he  county  execut ive  or  i s  i t  21 

t rue  tha t  the re  needs to  be  un l im i ted  ra te  h ikes  22 

i n  the  sewer  ra tes  to  make  th i s  a  feas ib le  dea l .   23 

To  my d i smay ,  bo th  o f  the  leg i s la to rs  sa id  we 24 

have  no  idea ,  we  get  our  i n fo rma t ion  f rom 25 
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Newsday ,  wh ich  was  d isconcer t i ng  to  me  as  a  2 

res ident  because  I  wou ld  hope  tha t  t he  who l e  3 

l eg i s la tu re  wou ld  be  kep t  in  the  l oop about  4 

what 's  go ing  on .  5 

 May 17 ,  las t  Thursday ,  I  was  i n  th is  6 

bu i l d ing  and  I  saw the  county  execut ive  g ive  a  7 

p resen ta t i on  as  to  the  sewer  dea l .   That  mo rn ing ,  8 

N IFA re jec ted  the  $5  m i l l i on  adv isory  fee  t ha t  9 

was to  go  to  Morgan Stan ley ,  bu t  t he  county  10 

execut ive  was  conf iden t  tha t  N IFA d idn ' t  11 

unders tand  what  was go ing  on  and  the  dea l  w ou ld  12 

ge t  done  under  th i s  cons t ra in t s  o f  two  years  w i th  13 

no  h ike  in  the  sewer  fees ,  and  now 50 years ,  he  14 

sa id ,  wh ich  i s  an  unusua l l y  l ong  te rm fo r  a ny  15 

k ind  o f  dea l  wha tsoever ,  o f  up  to  50  yea rs  o f  16 

CPI .   I  don ' t  know how anybody  cou ld  p lan  o u t  17 

tha t  l ong.   I  don ' t  know how i t  cou ld  be  18 

f i nanc ia l l y  f eas ib le  to  an  i nves to r  to  expec t  the  19 

ra te  o f  re tu rn ,  g i ven a l l  the  th ings  tha t  c ou ld  20 

happen  to  a  sewer  sys tem ove r  tha t  t ime.   B u t  the  21 

coun ty  execu t ive  was  con f iden t  t ha t  he  wou l d  22 

educate  NIFA.   So NIFA made i t  c lear  tha t  t hey  23 

a re  no t  go ing  to  pass  any  k in d  o f  bond ing  o r  f ee  24 

s t ruc ture  fo r  Morgan  S tan ley  fo r  $5  mi l l ion .   25 
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 Th is  who le  th ing ,  f rom s ta r t  t o  f i n i sh ,  2 

over  th i s  two  week  per iod  was  rea l l y  a  theme  tha t  3 

I ' ve  been f i nd ing  a  lo t  in  a  l o t  o f  the  dea ls  4 

tha t  a re  b rough t  fo r th .   The re  i s  no  doubt  t ha t  5 

the  coun ty  has  d ras t ic  f inanc ia l  cu ts  tha t  have 6 

to  be  made .   Th i s  $40 mi l l ion  issue you ' re  7 

speak ing  abou t  i s  jus t  one  o f  them.   But  th e  8 

budget  ho le  fac ing  the  fu tu re  is  go ing  to  9 

dec ima te  serv ices  and dec ima te  the  county 's  10 

f i nances .  11 

 What  seems to  be  happen ing  is  a  12 

t remendous  lack  o f  communica t i on  be tween  bo th  the  13 

l e f t  and  r igh t  s ide  o f  t he  l eg is la tu re ,  f ro m the  14 

coun ty  execu t ive  down to  the  l eg is la tu re ,  a nd 15 

then  wha t  the  commun i t y  sees  on  many  leve ls  i s  16 

dys func t ion  and  a  loss  o f  con f idence  in  the  17 

opera t ing  ab i l i t y  o f  t he  coun ty .   Th is  i s  j us t  18 

no t  th is  one  issue  tha t  I  saw f i rs thand 19 

anecdo ta l l y .   Th is  goes  back  to  what  happene d 20 

w i th  the  po l i ce  prec inc ts .   T here  wasn ' t  a  21 

coherent  p lan  i n  p lace ,  and a  vo te  was  pu t  22 

th rough.   Th i s  goes  back  to  the  Co l i seum vo t e .   23 

Now th is  $40  mi l l i on ,  e leven th  hour  emergen cy  24 

vo te .  25 
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 What  I 'm  ask ing  you as  a  communi ty  member  2 

i s  be fore  you  launch  any  p ro jec t  o f  subs tan t ia l  3 

re fo rm o r  f i nances ,  ve t  i t  ou t ,  ge t  your  du cks  i n  4 

o rde r ,  and  then  presen t  to  the  communi ty  w i th  a l l  5 

the  numbers  as  why  th i s  makes  sense f i nanc ia l l y .   6 

O the rw ise ,  i t  j us t  l ooks  l i ke  sound b i tes  t ha t  7 

a ren ' t  based  in  rea l i t y  and jus t  l eads  to  f u r the r  8 

confus ion  and  concern  f rom your  res idents  a bou t  9 

what 's  go ing  on .  10 

 So ,  thanks  so  much  fo r  you r  t ime .  11 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I t ' s  a lways  good to  12 

hear  f rom the  pub l ic  as  to  how they  fee l .  13 

 (Whereupon ,  the  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re  recessed 14 

a t  4 :52  p .m. )  15 

 (Whereupon ,  the  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re  16 

reconvened  a t  5 :27  p .m. )  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    We ' re  go ing  to  resume 18 

the  meet ing .   We have used  ou r  b reak  to  seek  ou t  19 

the  in fo rmat ion  tha t  t he  coun ty  a t to rney 's  woe fu l  20 

p resen ta t i on  den ied  us .   I n  any  even t ,  my 21 

members ,  members  o f  the  ma jo r i t y  have rece i ved  - -  22 

and i f  anybody,  speak up ,  has  rece ived  the  23 

assu rances  necessa ry  to  see the i r  way  c lear  to  24 

vo t i ng  fo r  t he  l eg is la t i on  tha t  was the  sub jec t  25 
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o f  a  pub l i c  hea r ing .  2 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Mr .  P res id ing  3 

O f f i ce r ,  wou ld  you  m ind shar ing  those assur ances?  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :     We have  rece ived an  5 

answer  to  the  ques t ion  tha t  any  s teps  taken  - -  6 

f i rs t  o f  a l l ,  any  s teps  taken  under  th is  7 

l eg i s la t ion  w i l l  r espec t  f ede ra l  and  s ta te  l aw ,  8 

and tha t  no  ac t i on  w i l l  be  taken  un t i l  June  1  or  9 

Ju ly  1  - -  10 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    And  those  11 

assu rances  were  prov ided  by? 12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :     Those  assurances  13 

were  p rov ided  by  the  county  e xecut ive  on  the  14 

te lephone f rom A lbany .  15 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Leg is la to r  Fo rd ,  I  16 

though t  you were  request ing  somebody  l i ke  a  labo r  17 

a t to rney  g ive  us  the  p roper  - -  t ha t ' s  somebo dy  18 

tha t  we wou ld  p robab ly .  19 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    And  C iampo l i  d id  no t  20 

p rov ide  us  w i th  a  labo r  a t to rney .   But  I  d i d  21 

speak w i th  the  county  execut i ve .  22 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Okay .  23 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Wow.    I f  24 

somebody  wou ldn ' t  have  known bet te r ,  t hey  w ou ld  25 
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have  thought  tha t  th is  was  a l l  done jus t  to  ge t  2 

the  room c lea red  ou t  and  then  ram i t  t h rough .  3 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    You  know,  Dave?   4 

Normal ly ,  I 'm  ve ry  n ice .   Tha t  rea l l y  i s  a  l ow  5 

b low  because  i t  d idn ' t  happen  l i ke  tha t  a t  a l l .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Look  wha t  you 7 

d id .   You ' re  ca l l i ng  th i s  r ig h t  now,  a f te r  t wo  8 

m inu tes  ago the re  were  ques t ions  to  be  answe red.   9 

You don ' t  wan t  the  ques t ions  answered on  th e  10 

reco rd?  I  pu rpose ly  asked  a  ques t ion  when you  11 

were  c los ing  the  hear ing  because  I  suspecte d  tha t  12 

was go ing  on .   I t  tu rns  ou t  I  was  r i gh t .  13 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    You ' re  no t  a lways  14 

r i gh t .   And I  d id  go  i n  the  back  to  see i f  t he  15 

un ions  were  s t i l l  he re .  16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    No  one  i s  he re .   17 

No  one 's  here .  18 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :     We ' re  go ing  to  ca l l  19 

I t em Number  6 ,  wh ich  i s  a  vo te  on  a  propose d  20 

loca l  law au tho r iz ing  the  coun ty  execu t i ve  to  21 

take  any  a l l  ac t ions  he  deems necessary  to  c rea te  22 

$40 mi l l ion  i n  sav ings .  23 

 May I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 24 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  2 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  3 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  4 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I f  I  m ay be fo re  a  5 

vo te  i s  ac tua l l y  t aken .  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Abrahams.  7 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I t  i s  t he  pos i t ion  8 

o f  t he  Democra t i c  Mino r i ty  t ha t  due to  the  9 

p rocess  o f  you tak ing  a  recess ,  and obv ious l y  10 

there ' s  no  o the r  person he re ,  o the r  than  th ese  11 

th ree  gent lemen ,  the re  i s  no  one  here  a t  th i s  12 

pa r t i cu la r  t ime  to  ask  any  ques t ions .   Obv i ous ly ,  13 

I  th ink  everyone  tha t  le f t  t h i s  pa r t i cu la r  room 14 

though t  tha t  th i s  b i l l  was  go ing  to  be  rece ssed 15 

un t i l  a  la te r  da te ,  no t  a  la t e r  hour .   So  I  th ink  16 

tha t  be ing  sa id ,  my caucus ,  I 'm go ing  to  in s t ruc t  17 

them to  wa lk  ou t  i n  p ro tes t  because we  fee l  tha t  18 

we  shou ld  no t  be  a  par t  o f  t h i s  p rocess  bec ause 19 

we  th ink ,  qu i te  f rank l y ,  i t ' s  ve ry  d ishones t .   20 

When  eve ryone  le f t  t h i s  room,  they  thought  t h i s  21 

b i l l  was  go ing  down or  a t  leas t  go ing  to  be  22 

recessed .   F rom tha t  s tandpo in t ,  I  t h ink  i t ' s  a  23 

l i t t le  b i t  un fa i r  tha t  now tha t  the  room 's  24 

c lea red ou t  t ha t  we ' re  no t  even go ing  to  t r y  to  25 
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ca l l  back  the  i nd i v idua ls  tha t  had  p ro tes te d  th i s  2 

l aw to  a t  leas t  g i ve  them an  oppor tun i ty  to  ask  3 

the  same ques t ion  tha t  you  go t  answers  to .   So  4 

I 'm ins t ruc t i ng  my  caucus  to  l eave .  5 

 Thank you.  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And we  be l ieve  7 

tha t  t h i s  i s  i l l ega l ,  as  we l l .  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    P lease  pu t  on  the  9 

reco rd  tha t  t he  Democra t ic  caucus  us  l eav in g ,  so  10 

a t  t he  conc lus ion  o f  t h i s  vo te  we w i l l  ad jo u rn  11 

the  meet ing .   Un fo r tunate l y ,  t hey ' re  wa lk in g  ou t  12 

on  the  O f f i ce  o f  Hous ing  and  Communi ty  13 

Deve lopmen t  P ro jec t  Home S ta r t  as  we l l .  14 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    No.   We ' re  wa lk ing  15 

ou t  on  th i s  vo te .  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    We l l ,  you  can ' t  ve ry  17 

we l l  ge t  t he  vo tes  fo r  t he  emergency  i f  you ' re  18 

no t  he re .  19 

 Okay .   On the  l eg i s la t ion  tha t ' s  i n  f ron t  20 

o f  us .   I s  t here  any  o ther  debate  or  d iscus s ion?  21 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   22 

 None .   Okay.   I 'm go ing  to  ca l l  the  vo te .  23 

 A l l  those in  favor  p lease say  aye.  24 

 (Aye . )  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Leg is la to r  Dunne 2 

vo tes  aye.  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Denn is  Dunne  vo ted  4 

aye.   5 

 Any  in  oppos i t i on?  6 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   7 

 Le t  the  reco rd  show tha t  t he  i tem ca r r ied  8 

unan imous ly .   Yes ,  i t  d id .   E very  leg i s la to r  9 

p resen ted  vo ted  fo r  i t .   I t  ca r r ied  unan imo us ly .   10 

That  i tem is  passed.   The i t em i s  passed  te n  to  11 

ze ro .   I t ' s  a  unan imous vo te .  12 

 Do  you  have the  emergency?  13 

 CLERK MULLER:    Pres id ing  Of f i ce r  14 

Schmi t t ,  we have  an  emergency .   I t  comes  by  way 15 

o f  a  recommenda t ion  f rom the  admin is t ra t ion  fo r  16 

the  adop t ion  o f  a  reso lu t i on  se t t i ng  fo r th  tha t  17 

an  emergency  ex i s t s  fo r  cons idera t ion  o f  18 

immedia te  ac t ion  on  C lerk  I t em 94-12 .    19 

 The Emergency  Reso lu t i on  Number  8 -2012  20 

i s ,  as  fo l lows:   A  reso lu t ion  dec la r ing  an  21 

emergency  fo r  immedia te  ac t i on  upon an  o rd in ance  22 

supp lementa l  to  the  annua l  app ropr ia t i on  23 

o rd inance in  connect ion  w i th  the  O f f i ce  o f  24 

Hous ing  and Commun i t y  Deve lopmen t .  25 
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 P lease  en ter ta in  a  mot ion  to  p lace  th i s  2 

ma t te r  be fore  the  Leg is la tu re  and vo te  on  t he  3 

emergency .  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    So  moved .   We have  a  5 

mo t ion ,  and a  second .  6 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  the  emergency  7 

p lease  say  aye.  8 

 (Aye . )  9 

 Any  opposed?  10 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   11 

 The emergency  i s  es tab l i shed .  12 

 CLERK MULLER:    The under l y ing  reso lu t ion  13 

i s  165 -A-2012.   An  o rd inance supp lemen ta l  t o  the  14 

annua l  app rop r ia t i on  o rd inance  in  connec t io n  w i th  15 

the  Of f i ce  o f  Hous ing  and Commun i t y  Deve lop men t .  16 

 P lease  en ter ta in  a  mot ion  to  p lace  th i s  17 

ma t te r  be fore  the  Leg is la tu re .  18 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Mo t io n ,  p lease?  19 

 A  second?  Mr .  N ico le l lo ,  second?  20 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:     Yes .  21 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Any  comments?  22 

 (No ve rba l  response. )  23 

 Any  d i scuss ion  on  the  i t em? 24 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   25 
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 There  is  no  pub l ic  comment  because  the re  2 

i s  no  pub l ic .  3 

 Wou ld  you l i ke  to  speak on  th i s  i t em? 4 

 MALE VOICE:    I f  you  need me to .  5 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    No ,  no t  rea l l y .   6 

Un less  you  need  c la r i f i ca t ion  o f  any  k ind .  7 

 There  be ing  none ,  a l l  those in  favor  8 

s ign i f y  by  say ing  aye.   9 

 (Aye . )  10 

 Any  opposed?  11 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    We vo ted  on  the  i t em.  13 

Okay .   No o ther  bus iness .   I ' l l  take  a  mot i on  to  14 

ad journ .  15 

 A l l  those in  favor  p lease say  aye.  16 

 (Aye . )  17 

 We ' re  ad journed .   18 

 (Whereupon ,  the  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re  19 

ad journed a t  5 :36  p .m. )  20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 
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                 C  E  R  T  I  F  I  C  A  T  E  

 

 I ,  FRANK GRAY,  a  Shor thand  Repor te r  and 

No ta ry  Pub l i c  i n  and  fo r  t he  S ta te  o f  New Y ork ,  

do  hereby  s ta te :  

 THAT I  a t tended  a t  t he  t ime and p lace  above  

ment ioned and  took  s tenograph ic  reco rd  o f  t he  

p roceed ings  i n  the  above-ent i t led  ma t te r ;  

 THAT the  fo rego ing  t ranscr ip t  i s  a  t rue  and  

accu ra te  t ransc r ip t  o f  t he  same and the  who le  

thereo f ,  acco rd ing  to  the  bes t  o f  my  ab i l i t y  and  

be l i e f .  

 IN  WITNESS WHEREOF,  I  have  he reunto  se t  my 

hand  th i s  _________ day  o f  __________,  2012 .  

 

 

    __________ _________________  

     FRANK GRAY 

 

 

 

 

 


